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Prifim of St. Pehgic. 
A^g. 9, 1793. 

HE daughter of sm ardft, the wife of a man 
of letters (who afterwards became a minifter^ and 
remained an^ honefl: man), now a prifoner^ deftinect 
perhaps t6 a violent and unexpected death, I have 
been acquainted with happinefs and with adverfity, I 
have feen glory at hand, and I have experienced in* 
juftice. 

Born in an obfcure flation, but of honeft pa« 
rents, I fpent my youth in the bofom of the fine 
arts, nourifhed by the charms of ftudy, and igno* 
rant of all fuperiority but that of merit, of all great- 
nefs but that of virtue. 

Arrived at years of maturity, I loft all hopes of 
that fortune, which might have placed me in a con- 
dition fuitable to the education I lukd received. A 
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fiittttisigc Twth a tclpeftablc man appeared to compen- 
fate this lofs } it ferved to Uy the .£Di(ndation of new 
inisfortunes. 

A GENTLE difpofition, a ftrong mind, a folid un- 
derftanding, an extremely afFeftionate heart, and an 
exterior which, announced thefe qualities, rendered 
n^e dear tb all thofe with whom I was acquainted. 
Tie fuuation into which I have been thrown has 
created me 'enemies j perfonally I have none : to thofe 
who have fpoken the worft of me I am utterly un- 
known. 

It is fo true that things ^e feldom what they ap- 
pear to be, diat the periods of my life in which I 
have felt the moft pleafure, or experienced the greateft 
Taxation, were often the very contrary of thofe that 
oth^fers might have fuppofed : the folution is, that 
happinefs depends on the affe£tions more than on 
events. 

ir h my purpofe to empby the leifure of my cap- 
tivity in retracing what has hl^pened to me from my 
tendered infancy to the prefent moment. Thus to 
tread over again all the fteps of our careet, is to live 
a fecond time ; and what, in the gloom of a prifon, 
can we do better than to tranfport our exiftence elfc- 
wherc by pleafing fiSiohs, or by the recolleftion of in- 
terefting occurrences ? 

I? we gain lefs experience by afting, than by refle^- - 
ing on what we fee and do, mine will be greatly aug- 
mented by my prefent undertaking. 

Public 
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Public afiairs, and my own private fendmentSy 
afforded me ample matter for thinking, and fub- 
]e&s enough for my pen during two months im- 
prifonment, without obliging me to have recourfe 
to diftant times. Accordingly, the firft five week$ 
were devoted to my Hiftaric Notues^ which formed 
perhaps no uninterefting coUedion. They have j^ 
been deftroyed ; and I have felt all the bitternefs of a 
lofs, which I fliall never repair. But I fhould defpife 
myfelf, could I fuffer my mind to fink in any circum- 
ftances' whatever* In alKthe troubles I have, experi- 
enced, the moft lively impreflion of forrow has been 
almoil immediately accompanied by the ambition of 
oppofing my ftrength to the evil, and of furmount- 
ing it, either by doing good to others, or by exerting 
my own fortitude to the utmoft. Thus misfortune 
may purfue, but cannot overwhelm me ; tyrants may 
perfecute, but never, no never fhall they debafe me. 
My Hi/loric Notices are gone : I mean to write my 
Memoirs ; and, prudently accommodating myfelf to 
my weaknefs, at a moment when my feelings are 
acutcy I fliall talk of my own perfon, that my thoughts 
may be the lefs at home. 1 fliall exhibit my fair and 
my unfavourable fide with equal freedom. He who 
dares not fpeak well of himfelf is almoft always a 
coward, who knows and dreads the ill that may be faid 
of him J aW he who hefitatcs to confefs his faults, 
has neither fpirit to vindicate, nor virtue to repair 
them. Thus frank with refpeft to myfelf, I fhall 

not 
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not be fcrupulous in regard to others : father, mother, 
friends, hufband, I (hall paint them all in their proper 
colours, or in the colours, at leaft in which they appear- 
ed to me. 

While I remained in a quiet and retired ftation, 
my natural feniibility fo abforbed my other qualities, 
f^ it difplayed itfelf alone, or governed all the reft. 
A^firft objedls were to pleafe and to do good. I was 
a little like that good man, Mr. de Gourville, of whom 
Madame de Sevi^d faid, that the love of his neigh- 
bour cut off half his words ; nor waa I undeferving of 
the charafter given me by Sainte-J-ette, who faid, that 
though poffeffed of wit to point an epigram, I never 
fuffered one to efcape my lips. 

Since the energy of my charafter has been un- 
folded by circumftances, by political and other ftorms, 
my franknefs takes place of every thing, without confi- 
dcring too nicely the little fcratches it may give in its 
way. Still, however, I deal not in epigrams ; they in- 
dicate a mind pleafed at irritating others by fatirical ob- 
fetvations ; and, as to me, I never yet could find a- 
mufement in killing flies. But I love to do juftice by 
ifie utterance of truths, and refrain not from the mod 
fevere, in prefence of the parties; concerned, with- 
out fuffering myfelf to be alarmed, or moved, or 
angry, whatever may be the effeds they pro- 
duce. 

Gatien Phlipon, my father, was by profeflion 
an engraver;, he alfo profeffed painting, and applied 

himfelf 
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himfelf to that in enamel, lefs from tafte than ex- 
pe£lation of profit : but the fite which enamelling 
requires, agreeing neither with his fighc nor his cenftita* 
tion, he was obliged to relinquifli that branch of the art. 
He.confined himfelf therefore to the firft, the profits of 
which were moderate. But, though he was induftriou«^ 
though the times were favourable to the exetcife of Us 
art, though he had much bufinef^ and though he #»- 
ployed a confiderable number of workmen, the defire of 
making a fortune induced him to enter into trade. He 
purchafed diamonds, and other jewels, or took them in 
payment from the tradefmen who employed him, to fell 
them again when opportunities might occur. I mention 
this circumftance, becaufe I have obferved, that ambition 
is generally fetal to all clafles of men ; for the few, whofe 
wiflies it crown? .with fuccefs, multitudes become its vic- 
tims. The example of my father will afford me more 
than one application of this maxim. His art was fuffi<:i- 
cnt to procure him a comfortable fubfiftence ; he went 
in putfuit of riches, and met with ruin on his way. 

Strong and healthy, adive and vain, he loved hi& 
wife, and was fond of drefs. Without learning, he had 
that fuperficial degree of tafte, and knowledge which the 
fine arts never fail to give, however inferior the line in 
which they are purfued. Accordingly, in fpite of his 
regard for wealth, and whatever could procure it, 
though he trafficked with tradefmen, he formed con- 
nexions with artifts, painters, and fculptors alone. He 
Ifd a very regular life while his ambition was kept within 

bounds. 
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bounds, and had fiiffered no reverfe of fortune. He 
could not be faid to be a virtuous man, but he had a 
great deal of what is called honour. He would have ha4 
no objedion to felling a thing for more than it was worth, 
but he would have killed himfelf rather than not pay 
the ftipulated price of what he had agreed to purchafe. 

^ARGAR^T Bimont, his wife, brought him, as a 
do#er, very little, money,, but a heavenly mind, and a 
charming figure. The eldeft of fix children, to whom 
file had been a fecond mother, (he married at fix-and- 
twenty, only to refign her place to her fitters. Her af* 
fe£lionate heart and captivating mind ought to have pro«, 
ci^red her an union with a man of delicate feelings and 
an enlightened underflanding ; but her parents propofed 
to her an honed man, whofe talents injured her a fub- 
fiftence, and her reafon accepted him. Inttead of that 
happinefs, which (he could not exped, (he was fenfiblc 
that (he (hould be able to attain domeftic quiet, its mod 
defirable fubftitute. It is a proof of wifdom to be able 
to contraft our defn-es : enjoyments are always more 
rare than is imagined ; but virtue is never without its 
confolation. 

1 was their fecond child. My father and mother had 
feven ? but all the reft died at nurfe, or from accident* 
in coming into the world ; and m,y mother fometimes 
took a pleafure in remarking, that I was the only 
one from whom (he had experienced no difafter; 
for her delivery had been as happy as her pregnancy : 
it feemed as if I had contributed to eftabli(h her health. 

An 
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. An aunt of my father felefked for me, m the 
neighbourhood of Arpajon, whither (he made fre- 
quent excurfions in the fummeir, a healthy and well- 
difpofed nurfe, who was much efteemed in the 
place, and the niore fo, bacaufe her hufband's bru- 
tality rendered her unhappy, without making her 
alter her difpofition or her conduct. Madame Bef- 
nard (for that was the name of my great aunt) had n^ 
children ; her hufband was my godfather ; and they 
both looked upon me as their own daughter. Their 
kindnefs to me has been conftant and invariable ; 
they are ftill alive, and in the decline of life are 
overwhelmed with forrow, lamenting the fate of 
their darling neice, in whom they had placed 
their hopes and their glory. Aged and refpeft- 
able friends, be comforted : it is given to few to 
complete thejr career in that filence and tranquillity 
which attend you. I am not unequal to the misfor- 
tunes that affail me, nor fhall I ever ceafe to honour 
your virtues. 

The vigilance of my nurfe was encouraged or re- 
compenfed by the kindnefs of my good relations ; 
her zeal and fuccefs procured her the friendfliip 
of my whole family ; nqr did Ihe, as long as fhe 
lived, ever fuffer two years to elapfe, without 
taking, a journey to Paris, on purpofe to lee me. 
She haftened to me when fhe heard that* a cruel 
death had ' deprived me of my mother. I ftill 
recoiled her fudden appearance : I was confined 

VOL. II. PART III. B to 



( lo ) 

to my. bed with afflidion j and as her prefence re- 
called a recent calamity, the firft misfortune of 
my life, very forcibly to my mind, I fell into 
convulfions, which terrified her to fuch a degree, 
that (he withdrew, and I faw her no more : foon 
after flic died. I had been to vifit her at the 
cottage in which flie fuckled me, and liftened with 
Jbiotion to the talcs which her gbod-natured fim- 
plicity took a plcafure in telling, while pointing out 
the places I had preferred, and relating the tricks I 
had played her, with the frolicfome gaiety of which 
ihe was ftill entertained.— —At two years of age 
I was brought home to my father's. I have fre- 
quently been told of the ful-prife I teftified at 
the lighting of the lamps, which I called " Pretty 
bottles !" of my repugnance to make ufe of what 
is called a poUde-chambrey for a purpirfe for which 
the corner of the garden had a#vays ferved me"; 
and of the air of ridicule with which I pointed to 
the falad-difhes and terrennes^ afking if they two were 
Wde for the fame ufe. Thefe little anecdotes, and 
others of equal importance, interefting to nurfes, 
and fit only to be related to uncles and aunts, fliall 
be paffed over in filence ; npr will it be expefted 
that I Ihould here depift a little brunette, of two 
years of age, \vhofe dark hair fell in graceful ring- 
lets over a face animated with a glowing.complexion, 
and breathing the happinefs of that age of which it 
wore .the ruddy Jivery, I know a better moment for 
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drawing my portrait, and I am not fo injudicious as to 
anticipate it here. , . 

The difcretion, and otliet exceiient qualities, of 
my mother, foon gave her an afcendancy over my 
mild and affeftionate difpofition, which flie never 
employed but for my good. So great was thit 
afcendancy, that,^ in thofe little difputes, unavoid- 
able between authoritative reafon and refiftkig ii4 
fancy, ihe never found it neceffary to inflift any 
other punifhment diaa that of gravely calling me 
MadimoyHlej and fixing -on me smi eye of reproof. 
I ftill feel the impreffioh made upon, me by her 
look, at other time^ fo afFeftionale ; I ilill hear, 
with a palpitating heart,, the ^ord MademdifelU 
fubftituted, with heart-rending dignity, for the kind 
name of daughter, or the elegant appellation- of 
Manon. Yes, Manon ; for fo I was called* I aia 
forry for the lovers of romance : there is certainly 
nothing noble in the name, nor is it at all fuitable to 
a heroine of' the lofty kind j but it was mine j and, 
as an hiftorian, I cannot difguife the truth ;*^be- 
fides the ears of the moft delicate would have beea 
reconciled to this name, had they heard it pronounc- 
ed by my mother, and feen the objeft to which it was 
addreffed. What expreflion could want degance, 
when conveyed in her affeftionate tones ? And when 
her touching voice made its way to my heart, did it 
not teach me to refemble fo amiable a parent? 

Lively, without being turbulent or troublefome, 

and 
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tnd naturally of a refleftive turn of mind, I defired 
nothing mqre than to be employed, and readily 
laid hold of every idea that was held out to me. 
This difpofition was turned to fo good account, 
that I never remember having been taught to 
read. 1 have been told, that at four years old the 
bufinefs was in a manner completed, and that the 
Jfrouble of teaching me was over at that epoch, fmce 
all that was in future neceffary, was not to let mt 
waiit a fupply of books. Whatever they were that 
were put into my hands,, or that I cc!xuld any where 
meet with, they were fure to engrofsall my atten- 
tion, which could no longer be called away by any 
thing but a nofegay. The fight of a flower delights 
X]\y imagination, and flatters my fenfes to an inex- 
preflible degree ; it awakens me to a luxu- 
rious concioufnefs of my e:?cij[tence. Under the 
tranquil flielter of my paternal roof, I was happy 
from my infancy with flowers and books : in the 
narrow confines of a prifon, amidfl: the chains impof- 
cd by the moft flioeking tyranny, I forget the 
injufl:ice of men, their follies, and my misfortunes, 
with books and, flowers. 

It was too good an opportunity of makmg me 
acquainted with the Old and New. Teftaments, 
and with the Catechifm, both great and fmall, to 
be neglefted. I learned every thing it was thought 
proper to give me, and fliould have repeated the 
Koran had I been taught to read it. I remember 

a 
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a painter of the name of Guibol, who afterwards 
fettled at Studgard, arid whofe pajiegyric on 
Pouiiin, which obtained the prize from the aca- 
demy of Rouen, fell into my hands a few years 
ago^ He ufed to come frequently to my father's, 
and was a merry fellow, who told me many ex- 
travagant tales, which I have-not forgotten, and 
by which I was exceedingly amufed ; nor was hji 
lefs diverted with making mfe difplay my flendet 
ftpck of knowledge in my turn. I think I fee • 
him now,- with a figure boordering on the grotefque, 
fitting in an armed chair, taking me between his 
knees, on which I refted my elbows, and making 
me repeat St. Athanaftus* s. creed \ then rewarding- 
my compliance with the ftory of Tanger, whofe 
nofe was fo long, that he was obliged when he, 
walked to twift it round his arm : this is not the moft 
abfurd contraft that might be exhibitedi. 

When feven years old, I was fent every Sunday 
to the parifh-churcb, to attend catechifm^ as it is 
called, in order to prepare me for confirmation. 
From the prefent courfe of things, it is poffible 
that they who read this paflage may afk what I 
mean. I will inform them. In the corner of a 
■ church, chapel, or charnel-houfe, a few rows of 
chairs, or benches, extending to a certain length, 
were placed oppofite to each otfier. A fufficient 
opening was referved in the middle, in which was 
placed a feat fomewhat higher than the reft. This 
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was tlie^curulc chair of the young prreft, whofe 
office it wa% to inftruft the children that attended. 
They were made to tepeat by heart the epiftle 
and gofpel for the day, the colleft, and fuch a 
portion of the catechifm as was appointed for their 
weekly talk. When the children were nur^ierous, 
the catechifing prieft had a little clerk,' who heard 
ihem repeat their ieffons, while the mailer took 
upon himfelf to -explain the queftions effential^ to 
the fubjeft. In fome parilhes the children of both 
fexes attended together, and were only placed on 
feparate forms ; but in general their hours of in- 
ftiuSion were entirely diftinft. The pious ma- 
trons to whom the children belonged, always 
greedy of the bread of the word, however coarfely 
prepared, were prefent at thefe ledures, feated ' 
according to their ages, as well as at the preparation 
for being confirmed, and receiving the firft commu- 
nion.- The zealous pallors alfb occafionally made 
' their appearance amidft their young flock, who 
were taught to rife refpeclfuUy at their approach. 
They put a few queftions to the beft drefl'ed, in 
order to afcertain the ' progrefs they had made. 
The mothers of thofe who were interrogated, were 
puffed up with pride at the diftinftioll, and the 
reverend pallor withdrew in the midft of their 
obeifances. Mr. Garat, the redor of my parilh, 
which was St. Bartholomew's, within the pricinft 
of what was then cialled the City—^z good fort of man, ^ 
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faid to be very learned^ though he could not dcfivpr 
two words of common fenfe from the pulpit, in 
which he had the rage of exhibiting himfelf, much 
in the fame manner as Mr. Garat^ miniflex of 
ftate, is reputed a man of aWlity, though totally 
ignorant . of his trade — ^Mr. Garat, ray redor, 
came one day to the catechifm ; and, in order to 
found the depth of my theological erHdition, an<k . 
difplay his own fagacity, afked me how many 
orders of fpirits there were in the celeftial hierar« 
chy. From the ironifcal tone and air of triumph 
with which he put the queftion, I was perfuaded 
that he expefted to puzzle me. 1 anfwered, with a 
faiile, that, though many were enumerated in the 
preface to the Miflal, I had found from other books 
that there were nine ; and fo I marfhalled before him 
in their proper Order, the whole hoft of angels^ arch* 
angelsy thrones^ dominhnsj &c» Never was priefl: fo 
fatisfied with the knowledge of his neophyte: it 
was quite enough to eftablifli my reputation among 
all the devout matrons ; , and, accordingly, I be- 
came a chofen veffel, as hereafter will appear. 
Some perfons perhaps will fay, thai, with my 
mother's caution and good fenfe,^ it is aftoniftiing 
that Ihe (hould have fent me to thefe catechifnu t 
but there is a reafon for every thing. My mother 
had a younger brother, an ccclefiaftic belonging to 
her parifh, to whofe care was committed the 
^elhifm (f confirmationy to ufe the technical ternu 
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The prefence of his niece was an admirable ex* 
ample, calculated to induce thofe who were not 
of what is called the lower order of the people, to 
fend their children alfo : a circumftance that could 
not fail to be ,pleafing to the reftpr. — ^Befides, I 
had a memory which was fure to fecure me the 
firll^rauk ; and every thing; elfe about me fupport- 
kig this kind of fuperiority, my parents gratified 
their vanity, while appearing ojily to purfue the 
path of humility. It happened, that, in the 
diftribution of prizes, which took place, with no 
' limall parade, at the end of the year, I obtained the 
firft, without the lead partiality -being (hown me : 
on this, all the grave churchwardens, and all the. 
reverend clergy of the parifh, congratulated my 
uncle; who, in confequence of my fuccefs, began 
to be moie noticed, which was all that was 
peceffary to prepoffefs every one in his favour. 
A handfome perfon, the greateft good-nature, an 
eafy temper, the moft gentle manners, and the 
utmoft gaiety, attended him to thefe latter times, 
when he died a canon of Vincennes, jufl as the 
revolution was about to abolifh all ecclefiaftical 
dignities. It feemcd to me, as if I had loft the 
laft of my relations on the maternal fide, nor can 
I recoUeft a fingle circumftance refpefting him 
without emotion. My eagernefs to learn, and 
quicknefs of apprehenfion, fuggefted to him the 
idea of teaching me Latin. I "was delighted with 
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it ; for it was a feaft to me to find a new fubjeft of 
ftudy. I had at home mafters for writing, geo- 
graphy, dancing, and mufic ; and my father had 
made me begin drawing j but in all this* I was far 
from finding an excefs of occupation. Rifing at 
five in the morning, when every body in the 
houfe was afleep, I ftole fpftly, in my bed-gown, 
regardlefs of fhoes or {lockings, to a corner of my 
mother's chamber, where was the table on which: 
my books were lajd ; and there I copied or re- 
peated my leffoMS with fuch affiduity, that my 
progrefs was aftoniftiing* My mafters became in 
confequence more aflFedtionate ; gave me long lef- 
fons J and took fuch an intereft in my ipilruftioa; 
as called forth on my part additional attention^ 
I had not a fingle mafter who did not appear as 
much flattered by teaching me,, as I was grateful 
for being taught; nor one who, after attending 
me for a year or two, was not the firft to fay, that 
his inftruftions were no longer neceflary, and that 
he ought no longer to be paid ; but that he fliould 
be glad of permiffion to vifit my parents in order 
to converfe with me now and then. I fiiall ever 
honour the memory of the good Mr. Marchand^ 
who, when 1 was five years old, taught me to 
write, and aftetwatrds inftrufted me in geography 
and hiftory. He was a - difcreet, patienc, clear- 
headed, and methodical "perfonage^ to whom I gave 
the nickname of Mr. Demure* I law him married 
VOL. II. c to 
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to 7L worthy woman, a dependant of the family 
of Nefle ; and went to vifit him in his laft ficknefs, 
when a fit of the gout, tranflated to his cheft by an 
injudicious bleeding, occafioned his death at the age 
of fifty. — ^I was th^n eighteen. 

I HAVE not forgotten my mufic-mafter, Cajon^ a 
little, liTely, talkative being, born at Macon, where 
he had been a finging-boy. He was afterwards by 
turns a foldier, a deferter, a capuchin friar, a clerk 
in a counting-houfe, and laftly a vagrant, arriving at 
Paris with his wife and children without a penny 
in his pocket ; but he had a very pleafing counter 
voice, rarely to be met with in men who have not un- 
iJergone a certain operation, and -admirably adapted 
to the teaching of young perfons to fuig* Introduced 
to my father, I know not by whom, he had me for 
his fifft fcholar. He beftowed on me confiderable 
pains : frequently borrowed money of my parents, 
which was foon fpent ; never returned me a colleftion 
of leflbns by Bordier, which he plundered with fo 
art, as to compile from it the Elements of Mufic, that 
he publifhed in his own name ; lived in great ftyle 
without being rich, and at the end of fifteen years, 
terminated his career by quitting Paris, where he 
had contraSed heavy debts, and by repairing to Ruf- 
fia, where I know not what became of him. 

Of MozoHy the dancirigcmafter, an honeft Savoy- 
ard, frightfully ugly, whofe wen I think I dill fee 
cmbelHfliing his right cheek while he inclined his 
, pock- 
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pock-fretted and fiat-nofed vifage to the left on his 
inflrument, I might relate fome humorous anec- 
dotes ; as weU as of poor Mignardj my mafter for the 
guitar, a fort of Spanifh Coloflus, whofe hands 
refembfed thofe of Efau, and who, in gravity, 
over-ftrained polilenefs, and rodomontade,, was m* 
feriorto none of his^countrymen». 

The timid Wattln^ of fifty yeirs of age, whofe 
periwig, fpedacles, and carbuncled face, feenied 
all in commotion while he was placing^ the fiiigers 
of his. little fcholar on the yieloncello, and teaching 
her to hold her bow, did not continue long with 
me : but, on the other hand, the reverend father 
Colombo a Barnabite, formerly a miflionary, fuperioj 
of bk coavent at the age of feventy-five,. and my 
mother's confcffor, fent his bafs-viol to her houfe 
to confole me for the dcfertbn of my mafter of the 
violoncello, and, when he came to fee us,, accom- 
panied me himfelf while I played on, my guitar. He 
was not a: little aftbnifhed, when one day, taking up 
his bafs, I played a. few airs that. I had ftudied in pri?- 
vate widi tolerable execution*. Had there been, a 
double-bafs in the houfe, I Ihould have got up in 
a chair to try and make fomething of it. To avoid 
anachronifm, however, it muft be obferved, that 
I am. here anticipating things, and that I am arrived 
in my narrative at the period, only of feven years, to 
which I return. 

I HAVE advanced thus far without noticing my 

father's 
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fither's influence over my educarion. It was indeed 
trifliigv for he interfered in it but little ; but it may 
not be amifs to relate an occurreace that induced him 
to interfere ftill lefs. 

I WAS extremely obftinate ; that is to fay, I did not 
readily confent to any ihing of which I few not the 
reafon ; and when the exercife of authority alone ap- 
peared,- or I fancied that I perceived the diftates of 
caprice, I could not fubmit. My mother fagacioua 
and^'tiifcreet, rightly judged that I muft be governed 
by reafon, or drawn by the cords of aflfedlion ; and, 
trieating me accordingly, experienced no oppofition to 
her will. My father, hafty in his manner, iflued his 
orders imperioufly, and my compliance was either re- 
luctant, or wholly withheld. If, defpot-like he at- 
tempted to punifh me, his gentle little daughter was 
converted into a lion. On two or three occafioiis while 
he was whipping me, I bit the thigh acrofs which I 
was laid, and protefted againft his injundions. One 
day, when I was a little indifpbfed, it was thought 
proper that I ftiould take phyfic. The naufeous 
dral^ht was brought me ; and I put it to my lips ; 
bur the fmell alone made me rejefl: it with abhorrence. 
My mother made ufe of all her infl\ience to over- 
come my repugnance ; Ihe infpired me with the defire 
of obeying her ; and I lincerely did my beft ; but 
every time the horrid potion approached my nofe, 
my fenfes revolted, and made me turn afide my 
head. My mother fatigued herfelf to no purpofe ; 

I 
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I wept both for her fufferings and my own, and be- 
came ftill lefs capable of complying with her will. 
My father. came, put himfelf into a paffion, and, 
afcrifaing my refiftance to ftubbornnefs, recurred to 
the remedy of the rod* From that inftant all defire 
of obedience vani(he4> and I declared that 1 would 
not take the medicine at alL A violent uproar, re- 
peated threats, and a fecond whipping, followed* I 
was only the more indignant, uttering terrible cries,, 
lifting up my eyes to heaven, and preparing to throw 
away the draught which thty were about to prefent to 
me agJiin* My geftures betrayed me ; and my father, 
in a rage, threatened to whip me a third time. I feel„ 
while I write this, the revolution, and developement 
of fortitude, which took place in my mind. My 
tears ceafed at once to flow, my fobbings were at an 
end, and a fudden calm concentrated my faculties 
into a fingle refolution* I raifed myfelf, turned to 
the bed-fide, leaned iriy head againft the wall, lifted 
up my chemife, and expofed. myfelf to the rod in 
filence. My father might have killed me on the fpot, 
without drawing from me a fingle figh.. 

My mother, who was dreadfully agitated by the 
fcene, and who ftood in need of all her prudence not 
to increafe my father^s rage, at laft got him out of 
the room ; flie then put me to bed without laying a 
word J and, when I had refted two hours, returned , 
and conjured me, with tears in her eyes, to give 
her no farther vexation, but to take the rnedicine. 

I 
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I looked ftedfaftly in her face, took the glafs, .and 
fwallowed it at a draught. In a quarter of an hour, 
it was thrown up again ; and I was feized with a vio- 
lent paroxyfm of fever, which it was found neceffary 
to cure by other means than by naufeous drugs or by 
the rod. I was at that time little mor6 than fix years 
old. 

All the clrcumftanccs of this fcene are as prefent 
to my mind, all the fenfations I experienced as diftinfl: 
to my imagination, as if they had recently occurred^ 
It was the fame inflexible firmnefs that I have fmce 
felt on great and trying occafions ; nor would it at 
this moment coft me more to afcend undauntedly the 
fcaffold, -than it did then to fefign . myfelf to brutal 
treatment, '^bich might have killed, but could not 
conquer me. 

From that inflant my father n^ver laid his hand 
upon me, nor did he even undertake to reprimand 
me; but on the contrary, careffed me frequently, 
*taught me to draw, took me out to walk, and 
treated me with a kindnefs that rendered him 
more refpeftable in my eye^, and infured him my 
entire fubmiffion. The feventh anniverfary of my 
birth was celebrated as the attainment of the age 
of reafon,' when it might be expefted of me to 
follow its didates. This was a politic fort of plea for 
obferving towards me a more rcfpeftful treatment, 
that fliould give me confidence in myfelf, without ex- 
citing my vanity. My days flowed gently on in do- 
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meftic quiet and in great aftivity of mind. My 
mother was almoft always at home, and received 
little company. Two days in the week however we 
went abroad ; once to viftt my father's relations, and 
once, which was on Sunday, to fee my grandmother 
Bimont, to go to church, and to take a walk. The 
vifit to my grandmother always took place as foon as 
vefpers were over. She was a corpulent but hand- 
fome woman, who at an «arly age had fuffered an 
attack of the palfy, from which her underftanding 
had fuftained a' permanent injury. From that time 
fhe had gradually declined into a ftate of dotage, 
fpending her days in her eafy chair, either at the win- 
dow or the jfirefide, according to the feafon. An old 
fervftnt, who had been forty years in the family, had 
the care of her. The fervant, whofe name was 
Mary, regularly upon my entrance, gave me my af- 
ternoon's repaft. So far all went weft ; but when 
that was over, I grew dreadfully tired of the vifit. I 
fought for books ; could find none but the Pfal- 
ter ; and, for want of better, have twenty times 
read over the French, and chanted the Latin. When 
I was gay, my grandmother would weep j if I fell 
down, or got a blow, fhe would burft into a fit of 
laughter. That did not pleafe me. It was in vain to 
tell me it was the efFeck of her difeafe ; I did not find 
it on 'that account the lefs difagreeable. I could 
have borne with her laughing at me, but fhe never 
filed tears without their being accompanied by cries 

ac 
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"at (ince grievous and imbecile, which reiit 'my "heart', 
and infpireJ me with terror. In the mean time old 
Mary indulged herfelf to her heart's content in the 
garrulity of age, with my mother, who confidered it 
as a facred duty to pafs two hours with hers, while 
complaifantly liftening 16 the fervant's tales. This 

^ was no doubt, a painful exercife of my patience ; but 
I was forced to fabmit -y, for one day, when I cried 
for vexation, and begged to go away, my mother as 
a punifhment, ftaid the whole evening. Nor did fhe 
fail, at proper times, to reprefent her affiduity as . a 
ftrift and becoming duty, in which it was honoura- 
ble for me to participate. I know not how flife mana- 
ged it, but my heart received the leff&n with emotion. 
When the Abbe Bimont could' meet us zCt his mo- 
ther's, my joy was inexpreffiBle. That dear little 

, uncle made me dance, and fing, and play-; but un- 
fortunately it ^as feldom ill his power, as he was maf- 
ter of the chorifters, and much confined to the houfe. 

^ This brings to my mind one of his pupils, a lad of 
a prepoffeffing countenance, whom he wis 'fond of 
praifmg, becaufe he was the fchblar that gkve him 

^ the leaft trouble. His promifing difpofition ob- 
tained him, a few years after, an exhibmon at fome 
college, and he is now no other than the'Abbe Noelj 
known at firft by fome little produftions, employed 
afterwards by the minifter Le Brun in the diplomatic 
line, envoy laft year at London^ and now in Italy. 
My ftudies completely occupied my days, which 
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fiiemed very iliort ; for I had never time to get through 
all that I was inclined to undertake. Together 
with the elementary books, with which care had been 
taken to fupply me,_^ I foon exhaufted all thofe that 
the, little family library contained. I devoured 
every volume, and began the ^ fame over again, 
when no new ones were to be got. I remember 
two folio lives of the faints, a bible of the fame 
iize in an old verfion, a tranflation of Appian's. 
civil wars, and a defcription of Turkey written in 
a wretched ftyk, all of which I read over and over 
again. I alfo found the Comical Romance of Scar- 
Ton, fome coUeftions of pretended bon mots, on 
which I^ did not beftow a fecond perufal; the memoirs 
of the brave DePontis, which diverted me much; 
thofe of Mademoifelle de Montpenfier, whofe pride 
did not difpleafe me; and feveral other antiquated 
works ; the contents, binding, and fpots of which I 
have dill before my eyes. The paffion for learning 
potfefled me indeed to fuch a degree, that, having 
picked up a treatife on the art of heraldry, I fet my- 
fe]f inftantly to ftudy it. It had coloured plates, 
with which I was diverted, and I was glad to know 
the names of all the little figures they contained. 
My father was aftoniQied when, foon after, I gave him 
a fpecimen of my fcience, by making fome remarks, on 
a feal that was not engraved agreeably to the rules of 
art. On this fubje£t I became his oracle, aor . did 
I ever miflead him. A ihort treatUe om co^trads fell 
VOL. 11. ©; int9 
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into my hands ; and this alfo I endeavbured to karn ; 
for I read nothing which I was npt defirous of retain- 
ing : but it tired me fo foon, that I did not get to the 
fourth chapter. 

The Bible had peculiar attradion for me j and 1 
returned frequently to its perufal. In the old tranfli- 
tions it fpeaks as plain a language as that of the fon^i^ 
of Efculapius ; and certain crude and fimple expfef- 
fions (truck me fo forcibly, that they have nevef fmce 
dcaped my memory. Hence I derived infonnation 
not ufually given to girls of my age ; but I faw it in 
a light th^t was far from feducing. I had too much 
employment for my thoughts to dwell upon things of 
a mere material nature, that feemed to me to have 
nothing attradiive about them. I could not however 
help laughing, when my grandmama talked to me of 
little children dug out of the parfley-bed ; and I ufed 
to fay, that my Ave-Maria informed me. they came 
from another place, without trgubling my head how 
they got therci 

In rummaging the houfe I found a fource^of read- 
ing which I hufbciiided for a confiderable. time. 
What my father called his work-fhop was adjoining 
to the apartment where I ufually fat, which was, a 
handfome room, that might not improperly have 
been flyled a drawing-room, but which my mother 
modeftly called a parlour, neatly furnifhed, and or- 
namenlftd with looking-glafles and a few piflures. It 
was here 1 received my leflbni. Therec^fs on one 
.■■. ^- • ' fide 
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fi4e of the fire-place w^b converted iato a light clyfet^ 
in which was placed a bed^ fo conftnied fpr want of 
Toom that I was obligefl ^^^et iaCp^ it at the foot; a 
chair, a ftnall tabl^, and ^ few /helves. Tbrt was my 
fandaary. Oa the oppefite fide W0$ ^ lar^ rooqiy 
ferving as a wot k-Aop, Kiy father having placed In H 
hi« bench, various pieces of fcialpt^e^ an4 the differ- 
ent inftruments of his art*. Thither I i^fed to Aeal in 
au ^vening^ or at hours of the day when all were ab- 
fent.- I had there renmiied a recefs wh^e one of 
the young men kept his books ; a volume of. which I 
carried off at a time, and haftened to my little clofet to 
devour it, t^ing great care lo put it in its. place again, 
without faying a word of fite matter to any (me. 
They were in general very good books* One day I 
perceived that my moiiher had made the fame difco- 
very as myfelf. R^cognifitig a volume iat her bands 
which had pr€Vidxiifly|)a3ed tbi^ough mioe^ Iixok>nger 
felt myfelf under any r^r^nt ; and without telling 
a falfehood, but at the fame time without faying a 
word conceraiag what had psrfTed, I feemed to be <inly 
foIlowH^ her example. The young man, whofe 
name was Courfon, to which he afterwards jM-efixed 
the de*9 when be i:ontriy€d to get into place at Ver- 
faiUes as teacher to the pages, did not at all refemble 
his comrades :. he was not deftitute of politenefs, ^as 
decent in i^ demeanour, and fon^ of ftudy. He 



* De before a name in France was generally the iymbol of a 
noble family. — Tranf. 
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fnd nothing cf the; bccafloriU .^appearance of -hl^ 
books ; fo that it feemedas IB Chere were a tacit agree- 
ment between all tlm parties* i.in this way I read a 
great many volames of travik, of which I was paf- 
fionateiy fondj among others, rhofe of Renard, 
which were the firft ; fome plays of fecond-rate au- 
thors, and Dacicr's Plutarch. This laft work was 
more to my tafte than any thing Ihad yet feen, not 
excepting even pathetic ftories, which however af- 
feded me much ; as for inftance, that pf the unfor- 
tunate couple, by Labedoyere, which is ftill prefent 
to my mind, although I have never read it fmce that 
early period. But Plutarch feemed to be exaflly the 
ihtelle£kual food that fuited me. I (hall never forget 
the Lent of 1763, at which time I was nine years of 
age, when I carried it to church inftead of the Exer^ 
cifes of the Holy Week* It is from that period 
that tmay date the impreifions tod ideas which render- 
edme a republican, without my dreaming of ever be* - 
cotning one. 

TEiEMAGHus, afid Jerufalem Deliy^ed, interfered 
a iktle with the current. of thefe majeftic thoughts; 
Thd. tinker Fendlon moved my. hearty and . Tafib 
fireidrmy imagitaa^opc S^miedmes I ridA aloud: lit 
m}s .mother's requeft, of. which I was by ao means. 
foiMJiV M it c^yertecb * meufrom "Chat clcufe attentic^ 
which conftituted my delight, and obliged me ta. 
proceed with le^ rapidity. But I would have piucked 
out my IfiSigue rather than have read in that4nanner 
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theeptfodes of the tflsuid dP Calypfo, and a number . 
of paiTages m Taflb. My fef{nraiion quickened, a 
fudden glow overfpread my countenance, and an 
agitation followed, which my fauheriag voice would 
have betrayed. With Telemacbus I was Eucharis, i 
and Herminia with Tancred* Completely transfor- ^ 
med into thefe heroines, I thought ndt as yet of being 
fomething myfelf with fome other perfonage. None • 
of my reflcdions came home to me. I look around 
me -for nothing. I was the very charafters thcm- 
felves, and faw only the objefts which exited on • 
their account. It was a kind of waking dream, thatv 
led to nothing more fubftantial. I recoiled, howevtrs^ 
having feen with confiderable emotion a young painter* i 
of the name of Taboral^ who; came occafionaHy 'to V^ 
myfeAer^s houie. He was about twenty,^ his • voice. ^• 
was foft, bis features languifhmg, and'he^biuihed like 
a girk ' When I heard him in the work<ilBkop^ I kad 
always a crayon or fomeibing elfe to feek; but as > 
the fight of bim embarraffed no lefs than it pleafed ^ 
m^ I xan out again^nmre fpeediif than I entered^ 
widi afpalpitatfon of my bsart and a trembbng cf 
my Jimbs^ that I baftened to conceal in my litde 
clofet. .1 can readily beUrre, that^ with fuch a dU^ '^ 
pofition, afiifted hj leifure and a certain kind of 
company^ botb'my imi^iiation and my perfon might 
have been greatly affefted. 

The woxi^s of which I have been fpeakin^ gave 
place to others, which foftened the powerful im- 
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preffiions they had ptoduced. Som^ of the wrkings ' 

of Voltaire ferved to operate this diverfion. One 

day, when I was reading Candida, my mother 

having deferted her party of piquet, the lady with 

whom fhe was playing calling me from the corner 

in which I was fitting, defired to fee the book I had 

in my hand ; and on my mother's return expreffed 

her aftonifliment at -the nature of my ftudies.— r- 

My mother, without making any anfwer, contented 

herfelf with merely ordering me to carry it back to 

the place whence it came. I caft an evil eye upon 

this woman, of forbidding countenance, monftrous 

rotundity of waift, and affefted importance ; nor 

from that day forward did I ever beftow a fmile 

upon Madame Charbonne. My good mother, hoW- 

* ever, made no alteration in her truly unaccountable 

conduft, but permitted me to read all the books I 

could N lay my hands on, without feeming to attend 

to them, though ftie knew very well what they were. 

i muft obferve at the fame time, that no immoral 

publication ever .came in my way ; and even now 

I am only acquainted with the titles of two or three ; 

the t^fte I have acquired having ever prevented 

my feeling the fmalleft temptation to procure them. 

As. I preferred books to every thing elfe, my father 

fometimes made me prefents of that kind; but, 

piquing himfelf, as he did, on feconding my pr,open- 

fity to ferious ftudies, his choice wa^ whimfical : 

he gave me, for inftance, Fcnelon on female 

education 
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education, and Lockd on that of children in general ; 
thus putting into the hands of the pupil what were 
defigned for the tutor. I am perfuaded, however, tha<! 
the incongruity was not unproduftive of benefit, and 
that chance perhaps ferved me better than the ufual 
confiderations of propriety would have done. I was 
very forward for my age ; I loved to refleft ; I 
thought ferioufly of iinproving myfelf ; that is to 
fay, I ftudied the movemetits of my mind ; I fought 
to know myfelf ; and I felt that I had a deftination. 
which it was requifite 1 (hould enable myfelf to fill. 
Religious notions began to ferment in my brain, and 
foon produced a violent explofion. But before I 
defcribe them, it rtiay be proper for my reader to know 
what became of my Latin. 

The firft rudiments of grammar were well arranged 
in my head. I declined noiins and conjugated verbs, 
though it appeared to ncii firefome enougV; but the 
hope of being able on fome future day to read in that 
language the admirable produclions of ^ which I heard 
fo much, and of which my books afforded me fome 
idea, gave me refolution to get through the dry and 
difficult tafk. It was not thus with m^ little uncle, for 
fo I called the Abbe Bitnont. Young, good-humour- 
ed, indolent, and gay, giving not thefmallefl trouble 
to anybody, caring little to give himfelf any for others, 
and heartily tired of his trade of pedagogue with the 
chcrifters' ; he liked better totake a walk with me 
than to give me a IdTon, and to make me laugh and 

play. 



play, than to hear me repeat my rudiments. , He was 
far from being punftual eidier as to the hour or the 
day of coming to our houfe, and a thoufand circum- 
ftances combined 16 procraftinate his leffons. I was 
defirous however of learning, and loath to relin- 
quifli what I had once begun. It was therefore re- 
folved upon, that I fliould go to him three morn- 
ings a week ; but he was too giddy to keep him- 
felf at liberty to devote a »few nxoments to my 
inftruftion. I was; fure to find him either bulled in 
pariih affairs, diverting himfelf with his boys, or 
breakfafting ' with a friend. I loft my time, the 
winter feafon came on, and my Latin was aban- 
doned. From that attempt I have preferved only 
a fort of glimmering or inilindt oJF knowledge, which, 
during the days of devotion, enabled me to repeat or 
chant the Pfalms without being abfolutely ignorant 
of what I was faying, and a coniiderable facility for 
the fludy of languages in general, particularly the 
Italian, which I learnt a few years after, without a 
mafter, and without difEculty. 

My father took but little pains to forward me in 
drawing : he rather amufed hip[ifelf with my apti- 
tude, than endeavoured to give me extraordinary 
talents. A few words that dropped in a converia- 
tion with my mother, gave me to underftand that, 
from prudential motives, fhe was not defirous of my 
'making any. great projiciency in the art. ** I would 
not havr her become a -{)ainter/ (aid Ate ; ^ it 

would 
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'^ould require an intercommunity of ftudles, a&d 
connexions that we can: very well difpenfe with.' 
I was alfd fet to engrave:; learnt to hold |he graver, 
and got over the firft diiiculties in afliort time ; for 
nothing came amifs to nle. On the birth-days of my 
good old relations, .which were always religioufly cc* 
iebrated, I carried for my prefelit, either a pretty 
head, which I had been at great pains to draw for the 
occafion^ or a neat little copper-plate, on which I had 
engraved a flower, with a compliment beneath, written 
with gieat care, and in verfes hammered out hyMr.Dc* 
mure. In return I received almaiwics*,* which greatly 
amufed me, and prefems of fuch little articles as 
M^ere adapted to my nfe, in general ornaments of 
drefs, of which I waij very fond. My mother took 
a plespfure in* feeing me fine. In her own drefs ihe 
was plstin, and frequently even negligent ; but her 
daughter was her doll, and from niy early infancy I 
was drefledwith a degree of elegance, and even 
richneft, that feemed unfuitable to my' condition. 
Young ladies at that time wore what.was called a 
corpS'de-robey V drefs refembling court robes, and fit- 
ting very ctelely at the waift, of which it difplayed the 
form to^9 vantage, but full below, with a long tiaia 
" that fw^t^the' ground, adorned with different trim- 
* *-' ■ " 
♦ French almanacs are very difFerent from the EnglMh: moft 
of. them are without calendars, fuch asTA-manach Chantant, con* 
fitting entirely of fongs, 1' Almanach des Mufes, containiisg a xnia> 
|ture of fugitive pieces in profc ^nd verfey ^.-^-TWng^ 
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mings, according to the tafte of the wearer. Mrrre 
were of fine filk, of fome fimple pattern and modefl 
colour, tut in price and quality equal to my mother's 
beft gala fuits. My toilet was a grievous bufmefs to 
me, for my hair was frequently frizzed, papered, and 
tortured with hot irons, and all the other ridiculous 
and barbarous implements at that time in ufe. My 
head was fo extremely tender, and the pulling I was 
obliged to undergo fo painful, that, upon occafions 
of full drefs, my fufFerings always forced tears froni 
my eyes, although I uttered no complaint. 

Methinks*! hear it aflced, For whofe eyes, m the 
retired life I led, was all this finery intended ? They 
who afk the queftion ought to recoUeft, that I went 
out two days in the week ; and if they were acquaint- 
ed with the manners of what was at that time called 
the bourgeoijie of Paris, they muft know there were 
thoufands of them whofe expence in dfefs, by no 
means fmall, had no other objeft, than an exhibition 
of a few hburs on Sunday in the Tulkrtes ; to which 
their wives joined the difplay of their fifltery at church, 
and the pleafure of parading their oi^li-xjusiiiter of the 
town, beforje their admiring neighbours. Add to 
this, family vifits on great feftivals, new year's day, 
weddings and chriftenings, and there will be found 
fufEcient opportunities for the gratification of vanity. 
By the way, more than one contraft may be obferved 
in my education. The young lady, exhibited on Sun- 
days at church, and the public walks, in an elegant, 

drefs, 
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drefs, who you would have fuppofed to be ^uft alight- 
ed from a carriage^ and whofe demeanour and lan- 
guage were perfeflly confonanf to her. appearance, 
would go jieverthelefs to market in the week with her 
mother, in a linen frock, or would ftep into the ftreet 
alone, to buy a little par (ley or falad, which the fer- 
vant had forgotten. Itmuft be confeffeJ, I was not 
much pleafed with it ; but 1 ihowed no figns of diflike, 
and acquitted myfelf of my commiffion in fuch a way 
3S to render it agreeable. I behaved with fo much 
civility, and at the Tame time with lb much dignity,, 
that the fruiterer, or other fiiopkeeper, took a. plea- 
fare in fervkig me fir ft 15 and yet thofe who came be- 
fore me were never offended : I was fure to pick up 
fome compliment or other in the way, ;^which only 
fcrved to make me more polite. The fame child, 
who read fyftematic works, who could explain the 
circles of the celeftiat fphere, hai^dle the crayon and 
the grayer, -and who, at eight yeafs of age, was the 
beft dancer in the youthful parties that mel occafioa- 
ally to affift at fome little family feftival, was fre- 
quently called itito the kitchen to make an omelet, 
pick herbs, or fkim the pot^ That mixture of ferious* 
ftudies, agreeable relaxations, and domeftic cares,v 
. properly ordered, and rendered agreeable by my mo* 
ther's good management, made me fit for every thing, 
feemed to forebode the viciffitudes of my fortune, and 
enabled me to fupport them. In every place I am at 
home : I can prepare my own dinner withas much ad-» 
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dreft as Philopoetnen cut wood ; but no one feeing 
zne fo engs^ged, would think it an office in which I 
ought to be employed. 

It may be fuppofed, from what I have already re- ' 
]ated, that my o^other .did not negleft what i& called 
religion. She was pious without being a bigot ; ihe 
had £^tb, or endeavoured to have faitfi ; and con- 
formed her conduft to the rules of the church with 
the humility and regularity of a perfon who, finding 
it neceffary for her peace of mind to adopt great prin^ 
ciples, does not hefitate at trifling details. The ref- 
pedful air with which the firft notions of religion 
had been prefented to me, Had difpofed me to re- 
ceive them with attention. They were of a nature' 
calculated to make eonfiderable impreffion on a live- 
ly imagination j and notwithftandkig the trouble* 
fome doubts frequently excited by my infant reafon,. 
which regarded with furprife the transformation of 
the devilinto a ferpent, and thought it cruel in Godi, 
to have permitted it, I at laft believed and adored. 

I HAD received confirmation with the deep atten- 
tion of a mind that calculates the * importance of 
its anions, and meditate% on its duties.. The pre- 
paring me for my firft communion was talked of,, 
and I feh a facred terror take poffeflion of my foul. 

I READ books of devotion j I was feized with^ 
an irrefiftible defire to employ my mind about the 
great objeSs of eternal mifery and happitoefs ; and, 
by infenfible degrees^ all my thoughts centered . 

in 
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m thofe points. Religious ideas gained a complete af- 
cendance ove|- my heart, and concurred with my natu-- 
ral forwardnefs in bringing on the r«gn of fenti- 
ment before its time. It began with the love of 
God, the fublime raptures of which rendered the* 
firft years of my adolefcence fafe and happy, refigned * 
the reft to the care of philofophy, and feemed likely 
to proteft me for ever from the ftorm of thofe paffions, 
from which, with a conftitution as vigorous as that 
of a prize-fighter, it is with difficulty that I preferve 
my riper age. 

The fit' of devotion which agitated me, pro- 
duced an aftonifliing Alteration in my mind, i be- 
came profoundly humble and inexpreffibly timid^- 
I looked upon men with a fort of terror, which in- 
creafed when any of them ftruck me as amiable. I 
watched over my thought? with extreme ferupulofity ; 
the leaft profane image that offered itfelf to my 
mind, however confufedly, feemed a crime. I 
contraded fuch a habit of referve, that, perufing 
Buffon'§ Natural Hiftory at the age of fixteen, when 
no longer a devotee, I fkipped the article Man, and 
turned over the plates rehting to it, with the fpeed 
and terror of a perfon who fees a precipice, beneath 
his feet. In Ihort, I did not marry till I was twenty- 
five ; and with a heart fuch as may be imagined^^ 
&nfes highly inflammable) and confiderable inform* 
mation a& to feveral points, I had fo well avoided alt 
biowledge concerning one circumftance, that the 

con- 
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fsonfequences of marriage were as furpriling to me 
as they were unpleafant. - 

My life, which every day grew more and more 
retired, appeared ftill too wotldly to admit of my 
preparing for my firft communion. That import- 
ant tranfaftion, which was to have fuch influence 
on my eternal falvation, occupied all my thoughts. 
I acquired a tade for divine fervice ; I was ftruck 
with its folemnity ; I read with avidity the explana- 
tion of the church ceremonies, and treafured up 
their myftic fignification in my mind. Every day 
I turned over my folio Lives of the Saints, and re- 
gretted thofe happy days wh6n the perfecuting -fury 
of paganifm conferred the crown of martyrdom upon 
cx)urageous chriftians. I began to think ferioufly 
of embracing a new kind of life, and, after pro- 
found meditations, fixed \ipon my plan. Until 
then, the idea of parting from my mother, ufed to 
draw a flood of tears from my eyes ; and whenever 
any of my friends wiflied to divert thexrifelves with 
the fudden clouds that fenfibility fpread over my ex- 
preflive brow, they never failed to talk of convents, 
and of the propriety of ftnding young women to in- 
habit them for a fliort fpace of time. But what 
ought we not to facrifice to the Lord ? I had formed 
of the folitude and filence of a cloifl:er, thofe grand or 
romantic ideas which an aftive imagination would 
naturally engender. The more folemn its abode, 
the better it fuited the enthufiaftic difpofition of my . 
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mind. One evening, after fupper, being alorre with 
my parents, I fell at their feet, fhedding at the 
fame time a torrent of tears, which deprived me of 
utterance. ' Aftoniflied and uneafy, they afked the 
meaning of this ftrange amotion, ' I beg of you/ 
faid I, fobbing, ' to do a thing which is moft pain- 
ful to my heart, but which is called for by my con- 
fcience. Send me to a convent.' They raifed me 
from the ground. My excellent mother was affe^d, 
and no doubt would have been alarmed, if my hav- 
ing been conftantly in her prefence for fome time 
before, had not removed all grounds of fear : flie 
alked me what it was that made me defirons of leav- 
ing them, obferving at the fame time, I had never 
been refufed any reafonable requeft I anfwercd, 
it was my wifh to receive the communion . for the 
firfl: time in- a difpofition of mind fuitable to the 
folemnity of the occafion. My father commended 
my zeal> and expreffed his readinefs to comply witk 
my defire. The next difficulty was, the making a 
choice among the. different religious houfes, in none 
of which my parents had any connexions ;, but they 
recollefted that my mufic-mafler had fpoken of a con- 
vent in which he gave leffons to feveral young ladies 
and refolved to make inquiry concerning it. They 
found it to be a refpeclable houfei, and of an order 
not very ftrift. The nuns had confequently the repu- 
tation of not praftifmg thofe extravagancies and 
mummeries for- which nuns are generally ' remarka- 
ble ; 
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b!c } the education of youth was alfo their profeflioti« 
They kept a day-fchool for children of 'jhe lower 
clafsi whom they taught gratis^ in -conformity with 
their vows, and who came from their own homes to 
a room fet apart for them ; the boarding-fchool for 
fuch young women as were confided to their care, 
being entirely detached. 

My nu)ther took the neceflary fteps ; and after car- 
rying me to vifit all my relations of the fuperior de- 
gree, and informing them of my refolution, which 
was highly commended, condufted me to the fifter- 
hood of the Congregation, in the Rue Neuve •St. 
Etienne, Fauxbourg St. Marceau, very near the pri- 
fon in which I am now confined. While preffing my 
dear mother in my arms at the moment of parting 
with her for' the firft time in my life, I thought my 
heart would have burft j but I was acling in obedi- 
ence to the voice of God, ^nd paffed the threfhold of 
the cloifter, oflFering up to him with tears, the great- 
eft facrifice I was capable of making. That was the 
fevemh of May, 1765, when I was eleven yeafs and 
two months old. 

In the gloom of a prifon, in the midft of thofe po- 
litical commotions which ravage my country, and 
fweep away all that is dear to me, how fliall I re- 
call to my mind, and how defcribe, that period of 
rapture and tranquility? What lively colours can ex- 
prefs the foft emotions of a young heart endued with 
tendernefs and fenfibility, greedy of happiriefs, be- 
ginning 
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ginning to be alive to the feelings of nature, and per- 
ceiving the Deity alone ? The firft night that I fpent 
at the convent was a night of agitation. I was no 
ionger under the paternal roof. I was at a diftance 
from that kind mother, who was doubtlefs thinking 
of. me with afFeftionate emotion. A dim light difFufed 
itfelf through the room in which I had been put to bed, 
with four children of my own age. I ftole foftly 
from my couch, and drew near the window, the light 
of the moon enabling me to diftinguifli the garden, 
which it overlooked. The deepeft filence prevailed 
around, and I liftcned to it, if I may ufe the expref- 
fion, with a fort of refpeft. Lofty trees caft their 
gigs^ntic (hadows along the ground, and promifed a 
fecure afylum to peaceful meditation. I lifted up my 
eyes to the heavens ; they were unclouded and ferene. 
1 imagined that 1 felt the prefence of the Deity fmil- 
ing on my facrifice, and already offering me a reward 
in the confolatory peace of a celeftial abode. Tears 
of delight flowed gently down my cheeks. I repeated 
my vows with holy ecftacy, and went to bed again to 
tafl:e the flumber of the elect. 

As it was evening when I came to the convent, I 
had not yet feen all my fellow-boarders. They were 
thirty-four in number, and were aflembled in one 
fchool-room, from the age of fix to that of feventecn 
or eighteen, but were divided into two. tables at, meals, 
and as it were into two feftions in the courfe of the 
day, to perform their exercifes. There was fo much 
VOL. II. r of 
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of the little woman about me, that it was immediately 
judged proper to include me in the elder fet. I ac- 
cordingly bpcame the twelfth at their tabl6, and 
found myfelf the youpgcft of them all. The tone 
of politenefs which my mother had rendered familiar, 
the fedate air which was becoine habitual to me, and 
my courteous and correft mode of fpeaking, in no 
way refembled the noify and thoughtlefs mirth of my 
volatile companions. The children addreffed them- 
felves to me with a fort of confidence, becaufe I never 
gave them a rough anfwcr ; and the elder girls treated 
me with a kind of refpeft, becaufe my referve did 
not render me the lefs obliging to them,- while it pro- 
cured particular attention from the nuns. Brought 
up as I had hitherto been, it was not furprifing I 
Ihould be found better informed than moft of my 
clafs, even than thofe whofe age the moft exceeded 
mine. The nuns perceived they might derive 
honour from my .education, merely from my 
being under their care, without being obliged to 
take any pains to continue it. I know already, or 
very eafily learnt every thing they gave me to 
ftudy ; and became the favourite of the whole 
fifterhood : it was quite matter of contention who 
fhould carefs and compliment me. She, whofe 
bufinefs it was to teach the boarders to write, 
was feventy years of age, and had taken the veil at 
fifty, either put of chagrin at fome difappointment, 
or in confequcncc of fome misfortune- She had 

been 
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been well educated, and joined to that advantage alt 
that could be derived from good breeding and a know- 
ledge of the world* She valued herfelf on her fkill 
in teaching, ftill wrote a very fine hand, embroider- 
ed with elegance, gave excellent leffohs of orthogra- 
phy, and was by no means unacquainted with hiftory* 
Her diminutive figure, her age itfelf, and foiiie fmall 
tin£ture of pedantry, occafioned old filler St. Sophia 
to be treated, by her giddy little pupils, with lefs re- 
fpe6t than flie deferved ; and if I recoUedl aright, the 
jealoufy of the good nuns, who were fond of expo- 
fing her defefls becaufe they did not pofiefs her talents, 
tended not a little to encourage their imperdnence. 
This excellent woman foon became much attached to 
me on account of my ftudious turn. After having 
given a lefTon to the whole clafs, Ihe would take me 
afide, make me repeat my grammar, go over my 
mapsy and extraQ: paflkges from hiftory. She even 
obtained permiflion to take me to her cell, where I 
ufed to read to her. 

Of my former tutors I had retained only one, and 
that was my mufic-mafter, of whom I received leflbns 
in the parlour, with two of my^feliow-boarders, under 
the infpeftio^ of a nun : and in order to keep up my 
drawing, I was intended by a female artift, who waa 
admitted into the interior of the convent. 

The regularity of a. life filled up with fuch a 
variety of ftudies, was perfeftly fiiitable to the 
aftivity of my mind, as well as to my natural tafte 

for 
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for method and application. I was pne of the fitft 
at every thing ; and dill I had leifure, becaufe I 
was diligent, and did not lofe a moment of my 
time. In the hours fet apart for walking and 
recreation, I felt no defire to run and play with the 
crowd, biit retired to fome folitary fpot to read 
and meditate. How delighted was I with the beauty of 
the foliage, the breath of the zephyrs, and the fragrance 
of the furrounding flowers ! Everywhere I perceived 
the hand of the Deity j I was fenfible of his. beneficent 
care of his creatures ; and I admired his wonderful 
works. Full of gratitude, I went to adore him in the 
church, where the majeftic founds of the organ, ac- 
companied by the captivating voices of the young nuns 
chanting their anthems, completed my ecflacy. Inde- 
pendently of mafs, to which all the boarders were 
regularly condufted in the morning, half an hour 
in the afternoon of every working day was confe- 
crated to meditation, to which thofe only were 
admitted who appeared capable of it, or at leaft of 
filling up that interval of time by the attentive read- 
ing of religious works. It was not even neceffary 
for me to folicit this favour, which they were eager 
to confer upon me as a recompence for my zeal : but 
I earneftly requefted to be allowed to receive my firft 
communion at the next great, fcftival, which happen- 
ed to be the AfTumption. Though it followed foon 
after my entrance into the convent, my requeft was 
granted with the unanimous confent of the fuperiors, 

and 
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and of the (Sreftor. The hitter was a man of good 
fenfe, and a monk of the monaftery of St. Vidtor^ 
where he officiated as reftor. He had undertakea the 
talk of confeffing the boarders of the Congregation, 
and was well fitted for it by his age, which was up- 
wards of fifty, by the mildnefs of his temper, and by 
his great good fenfe, which tempered the- aufterity of 
his morals and demeanour. At the time I was con- 
fided to his care, Mr. Garaf, the pried of my parilh, 
had the condefcenfion to come himfelf to the convent 
to depofiit his tender lamb in the hands of his fpiritual 
brother. They had an interview in the parlour in my 
prefence, and converfed in Latin, which I did not per- 
feftly underftand, but of which I comprehended a 
few words very much to my advantage. Thefe never 
efcape the penetration of a female, whatever may be 
her age, or the language in which they are uttered. I 
gained confiderably by the change. Garat was a 
mere pedant, in whom I (hould have found all the 
fternnefs of a fpiritual judge : the monk of St. 
Vi6tor was an upright and enlightened man, who 
direfted my pious affeftions to all that is great and 
fublime in morality ; arid who took a pleafure in 
developing the germs of virtue, by . the inftrumen- 
tality of religion, without any abfurd mixture of its* 
myfticifm. I loved him as much as if he had been 
my father ; and during the three years that he furviv- 
cd, afi:er my quitting the convent, went regularly 

from 
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from a confiderable diftance to St* Vi3;or's on the 
eve of great feftivals, to confefs myfelf to him. 

It cannot be denied, that the catholic religion, 
though little fuited to a found judgment and an en- 
lightened mind, that fubjeds its faith to the rules of 
reafon, is well calculated to captivate the imagination, 
which it lays hold of by means of the grand and the 
terrific, while at the fame time it occupies the fenfes 
by myfterious ceremonies, alternately foothiug and 
melancholy. Eternity, always prefent to the mind 
of its feftaries, calls them to contemplation. It ren- 
ders them fcrupulous appreciators of good and evil, 
while its daily pradifes and awful rites ferve both to 
keep up the attention, and offer the eafy means of 
advancing towards the end propofed. Women 
are wonderful adepts in giving a grace to thofe prac- 
tices, and in accompanying rites with whatever 
can add to their charms and fplendour — an art 
in which nuns particularly excel. A novice 
took the veil foon after/^my arrival at the convents 
The church* and the altar were decorated with 
flowers, brilliant luftres, filk curtains, and other 
rich ornaments. The afTembly was numerous, and 
came crowding into the outer part of the church, 
with that feflive air, which a family ufually affefts on 
fuch an occafion, as if it were the wedding of one 
of the children. The young viftim appeared at the 
grate in the mod fplendid drefs, which however fhe 
fpon pulled off, to appear again covered with a white 
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veil, and cro^wned with rofes. I ftiU feel the agitatioa 
whicU her ffightly tremulous voice excited in my bo-«> 
fom, when Ihe melodioufly chanted the cuftomary 
verfe. Elegit^ &c. Here have I chofen my^bode^ and 
will ejiablijh it for ever* I have not forgotten the 
notes of this, little paffage; but can repeat them 
as accurately as if I had heard them only yefterday ; 
and happy Ihould I be if I could chant them in Ame- 
lica ! Great God ! with whs^t emphafis fliould I utter 
them now ! — ^But when the novice, after pronouncing 
her vows, was covered, as fhe lay proftrate on the 
ground, with a pall, under which one might have 
fuppofed her to be buried, I trembled with horror. ^, 
To me it reprefented the image of an abfolmte diffo* 
lution of every earthly tie, and the renunciation of 
all that was dear to her, I viras no longer myfelf: 
I was the very vidim of the facrificei I thought they 
were tearing me from my mother, and flied a torrent 
of tears.. With fenfibility like this, which renders 
impreffions fo profound; and occafions fo many 
things to ftrike us, that pafs away like ftiadows 
before the eyes of the vulgar, our exiftence never 
grows languid. Accordingly, I have reflefted on 
mine from an early period, without having ever found 
it a burden, even in the midft of the fevered trials ; 
and though not yet forty, I have lived to a prodigious 
age, if life be meafured by the fentiment which has^ 
marked every moment of its duration. 
I sHouivD have too many fcencs of a fimilar na- 
ture 
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tare to recount, were I to go over all whkh thte 
emotions of a tender piety have engraven oh my 
heart. The charm and habit of thefe feiifations 
made an impfeffion upon me which nothing can 
efface. Philofophy. has difpelled the illufions of 
an empty faith, but it has not annihilated the effeft 
of certain objefts on my fenfes, or their affociation 
with the ideas and difpofition of mind which they 
were accuftomed to excite. I can ftill attend divine 
fervice with pleafure, if performed with folemnity. 
I forget the quackery of priefts, their ridiculous fables 
and abfurd myfteries, and fee nothing but weak mor- 
tals affembled together to implore the fuccour of 
the Supreme Being. The miferies of mankind, 
and the confolatory hope of' an omnipotent remune- 
xator, occupy my thoughts. Every extraneous idea 
is excluded ; the paffions fubfide into tranquility, and 
the fenfe of my duties is quickened. If mufic form 
a part of the ceremony, I find myfelf tranfported to 
another world ; and I come out with an amended 
heart from a plade, to which the imbecil and 
ignorant crowd refort, without reflection, to adore 
a model of bread. It is with religion as with many 
other human inftitutions : it does not change the dif- 
pofition of an individual, but affimilates itfelf to his 
nature, and they are together exalted or enfeebled. 
The herd of mankind think but little, take every 
tMng on hearfay, and ad from inltind ; fo that there 
prevails a perpetual contradiction between the prin- 
ciples 
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iSfAes ibey scdim% and the condud: thejr purfiK. 
Strong ndnds proceed upon a different plan ; tfa^y re«» 
^airt- cotiiiftency, and their adions are a faithful 
tranfcript of their faith. , In my infancy, I neteflarily 
embracedthe creed that was offered me : it was mine ; 
until- ifty mind was fufficiently enlightened to examine 
it ; bat "^veft then all my aftions were in ftrift confer-* 
irtity vritb it*8 precepts. I was aftoniflied at the levity 
ti thofe, who, prqfefling a fimilar faith, afted in a 
contrary way ; in like manner as I am now indig^^ 
nant at the cowardice of men, who would wi(h to 
fee their country free, and yet fet a value upon lifi 
when an opportunity offers of rifkihg it for the public 
weal. 

Though wifliing to avoid repetitions upon the fame 
fubjeft, I will neverthelefs relate an inddent that 
marks the fituation of my mind at the moment of 
my firft communion. Prepared by all the means 
cuftomary in convents, by retirement, long prayers, ' 
filence, and meditation, I confidered it as a folemn 
engagement, and the pkdge of eternal felicity. This 
idea engroffed the whole of my attention. It fo in- 
flamed my imagination, and Softened my heart to fiich 
a degree, that, bathed in tears, and enraptured with 
divine 4ove, I was incapable of walking to the altar 
without the affiftance of a nun, who came and took 
me under both arms^ and helped me to advance to 
, the facred table. Thefe demonftrations, which were 
by no means affeded, but the natural confequeneeof 
VOL. 11. . o a 
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a fentimcBt I could not reprefs, obtained me great 

confideration, and all the good old women I met 

upon my way were fure to recommend themfelve^ t(> 

my prayers. 

Methwks I hear my reader aik, if this heart fo 

tender, this extreme fenfibility, were not at length 

cxercifed on more fubftantial objefts ; and whether 

thefe early dreams of blifs were not afterwards realifed 

by a paflion, of which fome happy individual fhared 

the fruits? 

To all this my anfwer is> let us not anticipate* 

Dwell with me a while upon thofe peaceful days of 
holy delufion* Think you that, in an agefo corrupt, 
and in a focial order fo perverfe, it is poffible to tafte 
the delights of nature and innocence ? Vulgar fouls 
indeed may find pleafure in fuch an age ; but as to 
thofe for whom pleafure alone would be too ' little, 
impelled on the one hand by paflions that promife 
them more, and ' reftrained on the other by duties 
which ihey are bound to refpeft, however abfurd 
and fevere, their enjoyments confift of little elfe 
but the dear-bought glory of facrificing the feel- 
"ifigs of nature to the tyrannical inftitutions of man- 
kind. ^ Let us then, for the prefent, feek repofe 
of fpirit in the pure joys of friend Chip, which came to 
offer me its comforts, and to which! have been in- 
debted for fo many happy days. 

Some months had elapfed fmce my arrival at the 
convent, where I fpentmy time in the way defer ibed 

above. 
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above. Ofic6 a Week" I was vifited by my patents, 
who tfaok me out on Sundays, after divine fctvice, to 
walk in the Jar din dst R^iy fee w called leyardin det 
Plantes. 1 never quitted thetri without fheddtng tears,' 
which proceeded from affe^on to their perfons, and 
abt from diflike to my litiiation j for I returned with 
pleafure to the filent cldfters, and walked throtigh 
them with meafured fteps, the better to fenjoy theii' 
folitude. Sometimes I would ftop at a tomb, on 
which the eulogy of a pious maiden was engraved. 
* She is happy !' faid I to myfelf, with a figh ; and 
then a melancholy, which was not without its 
charms, would take poffeffion of my foul, and make 
me long to be received into the bofom of the Deity, 
where I hoped to find that perfedl felicity of which 1 
felt the want. 

The arrival of new boarders was^ an event which 
put all our youthful fpirits on the wing, the curiofity. 
of girls in a convent being ftrohger upon fuch occa* 
fions than can well be imagined. , Youiig ladies from 
Amiens had been announced. It ^2.% on a fummer's 
evening, and we were walking down an avenue of trees, 
when the ejcdamation, * Th^ere they are ! there they 
are 1* paffed fuddenly from mouth to mouth* The prin- 
cipal nuftrefs committed the ftf angers to the care of the 
nun whofe bufiriefs at that tune it happened to be to 
fuperintend the boarders. The crowd gathered round 
ihem, ♦walked away, returned again, fell at length 
into regular order, and paraded up and down the 

fame 
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fame walk in parties to examine the IVCfs Canniste. 
They, were two fifters. The eldeft was about eighteen, 
of a fine ihape, a forward air, and eafy carriage, and 
was rendered remarkable by. fomething about her 
which indicated atlhe fame time f^nfibility, pride, and 
difcontent. The youngeft was not more than four- 
teen : a veil of white gauze covered her charming 
countenance, and ill cohcealed.the tears in which it 
was bathed. I felt a liking for her at -fir ft fight, flop- 
ped to get a better view of her perfon, and then 
mixed with the talkers to enquire what they knew 
of her. 

She was the favourite,' they faid, of her mother, 
whom fhe tenderly loved, and with whom Ihe was. 
ifo loth to part, that her fifter had been fent with her 
in order to enable her the better to bear thefeparation. 
Both were feated at fupper at the fame table with 
me. Sophia ate but little. Her mute grief was 
no way repulfive, and could not fail to infpire every 
body with concern. Her fifter appeared lefs occupi- 
ed inconfoling. her, than diffatisfied with ftiaring 
her lot. Noi was ihe altogether in the wrong. A 
girl of eighteen, torn from the world, to which flie 
had been reftored, in order to return to a convent as 
her fifter's companion, might naturally enough con- 
fider herfelf as facrificed by her mother, who in fafl; 
bad nothing in view but to curb an impetuous temper, 
which Ihe found herfelf unable to govern. ,It was 
not neceflary to be long in the company of the lively 
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( 53 ) '^ ' 

Henrietta to difcover thefc things, Frank CTento 
rudenefs, impatient even to irrafcabiiity, and gay 
even to folly, fbe had all the fpirit of her age without 
having any of its reafon. - Capricious, flightly, fome- 
times charming, and often infuppor table, her burfU 
of pafllon were fucceeded by the moft affeftionate 
atonements. . She joined to extreme fenfibilky the 
utmoft extravagance of imagination* You could not 
avoid loVing, even while you fcdided her ; and yet 
it was difficult to live with her upon terms of endear- 
ment. Poor Sophia had much to fulFer from the dif* 
pofitioh of her fifter, iiTitated againft. her from feel- 
ings of jealoufy, too jufl: at the fame time not to 
efteen^ her as flie deferved, and confequently finding 
in their intercourfe every thing that could tend to 
provoke that . unevennefs of temper, which flie her- 
felf was the firft to latnent. .The fedatenefs of pre- 
mature reafon was Sophia's principal charafteriftic. 
Her feelings were not very acute, becaufeher head wai$ 
cool and compofed: but Ihe loved to reafon and re- 
fleft. Gentle, without being forward in her demon* 
ftrations of kindnefs, (he courted nobody's good- will, 
but obliged every body when an opportunity occurred, 
never anticipating nor ever oppofing the wifh of other 
people. .She was fond both of working and reading. 
Her forrows had affeded me ; I was pleafed with, her 
demeanour ; I felt that I had met with a companion; 
and wd became infeparable. . I attached myfelf to her 
mth that unrefery^ which is fo natural when we are 
V ' . - . "in 
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in want of an objeft on which to pfcice our affeflions, 
and meet witK a perfon who feems fit to fill up the va- 
cancy in our heart. Working, reading, walking,* 
all my occupations and amufementi were fhared with 
Sophia, She was of a religious turn, fomewhat lefs 
tender than I, but equally fincere ; and that refem- 
bJance between us contributed not a little to our intf- 
macy. It was, if I m4y fo exprefs myfelf, under 
the wing of Providence, and in the tranfports of a^ 
<;ommon zeal, that our friendfliip was cultivated . we 
wifhed reciprocally to fupport and forward each other 
in the road to perfeftion. Sophii v^as an unmerciful 
reafoner : ihe wanted to analyfe, to difcufs, to know 
everything. I talked much lefs, and laid little* ftrefs 
upon any thing but refults. She took a pleafure in 
converfing with nie, for' I was an adept at liftening: 
and when I differed from her in opinion, my oppofi- 
tion was fo gentle^ for fear of offending her, that not 
one of all our arguments ever produced the fmalleft 
diffenfion between us. Her fociety was extremely 
dear to me, for I wilhed to confide to a perfon who 
could imderftand me, the fentiments which I felt, and 
which feemed to be heightened by participafion. 
About thr^e years older than myfelf, and a little lefs 
bafftful, ihe had a fort of external advantage which I 
did not envy hen She prattled prettily and fluently, 
while I knew only how to anfwer. True it is, that 
people took a particular pleafiire in ^ueftioning me j 
but that was a talk every one was not equal to. - To 

my 
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my deaf friend alone was I truly communicative j 
others had only, as it were, a glimpfe of me, unlefs, 
indeed^ it were a perfon fufficiently Odl?ul to lift up 
the veil, which, without intending to hide, I naturally 
threw over myfelf. 

Henrietta was fometimes, but not often, of our 
party. She had formed a more congenial, conneftion 
with a Mademqifelle de Cornillon, a girl of eighteen 
•years of age, who. was as ugly as fm, and as full of 
wit and mifchief as the devil i a proper hobgoblin, ia 
fliort, to frighten children, but who would not have, 
chofen to enter the lifts either . agaiull Sophia's fober 
reafon or mine. 

I CANNOT pafs over in filencethe tender marks oi 
affedlion that were fhewn me from ray firft arrival by arv 
excellent girlj whofe unalterable attachment has afford- 
ed me confolation on more occafions than one. An- 
gelica Boufflers, born to no inheritance, had taken 
the veil at the age of feventcen. She was ftill ignorant, 
of her own difpofition. Niiture had formed her of 
the moil combuftible materials ; and the compreffio^ 
fuffered by her energies, had exalted the fenfibility of 
her heart, and the vivacity of her mind, to the higheft 
poffible degree. The want of fortune had ajfEgned 
her a-plage among the lay filters, with whom flie had 
nothing in common but the fervility of their funftions. 
There are p\inds which ftand in no need . of cultiva- 
tion. St. Agatha (for that was the name fhe had affum- 
cd upon taking the veil), without having much educa- 
tion 
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tion to boafl: of, was fuperior not only to her compan- 
ions in fervitude, but to moft of the ladies* of the 
choir. Her worth was known ; and though, accord- 
ing to the ufage of thofe focieties, where the majo- 
rity are always ungrateful, exceflive labour Was im- 
pofed upon her aftive difpofition, flie enjoyed, ne- 
verthelefs, the refpeft that was her due. . She was 
appointed, at that time, to wait upon the boarders; 
and though Ihe had nobody to affift her, and was 
cntrufted with the care of many things befide, fhe 
found means to get through her bufmefs with equal 
cheerfulnefs and difpatch. She had" fcarcely at- 
trafted my notice, when I had already obtained a 
diftinguifhed fhare of hers : her kindnefs prevented 
my wiflies, and made me remark her. At table fhe 
ftudied my tafte unknown to me, and endeavoured 
to gratify it ; in my chamber, (lie feemed to take a 
pleafure in making ray bed, and never let an oppor- 
tunity efcape of faying a civil thing. If I met her, 
file embraced me with tendernefs ; and fometimes 
w'ould take me to her cell, wh^re ftie had a beautiful 
canary-bird, which flie had tamed, and taught to fpeak. 
She even gave me fecretly a key to her apartment, that 
I might have accefs to it in her abfence ; and there I 
read the books that compofed her little library — ^the 
poems of Father du Cerceau, and myftical works in 
abundance. When her avocations prevented her 

* In many of the convents^ that were not of tht mendicant orders, 
the nuns were all of noble birth. — Tt^h/I 
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from {pending a few minutes with me, or were likely 
to prevent her, I was fure to find a tender billet, which 
I never failed to anfwer ; and thefe anfwers flie treafur* 
ed up like fo many jewels, and (hewed me them after- 
wards carsefully locked up in her defk. The attach- 
ment of filter Agatha to little Mademoifelle Phlipon 
foon became the talk of the whole convent ; but any 
one would have fuppofed that it was natural it 
fliould be fo ; for my fellow-boarders never appeared 
hurt at ihe preference* When any of the^ nuns 
fpoke of her partiality, fhe would a{k, ,with her 
natural franknefs, whether, in her place, they would , 
not do the fame ? and when fome peevifh fifter of 
fourfcoie^ mother Gertrude for inftance, told her, 
that £he loved me too well, fee replied, that fhe only 
thought fo becaufe incapable of feeling the like affec- 
tion ; * and you yourfelf,' added fhe, ' do you not 
flop her whenever fhe comes in your way V Mother 
Gertrude ufed to turn away, muttering fomething 
between her teeth ; but if fhe met me only half an 
hour afterwards, fhe was fure to put fome fvveet meats 
in my hand. When the Mifs Cannets arrived, and I 
attached myfelf to Sophia, Agatha appeared a little 
jealous, and the nuns took a pleafiire in tormeuting 
her ; but her generous affedibn did not diminifh. It 
feemed as if flie was fatisfied with my fuffering myfelf 
to be loved, and that fhe enjoyed the pleafure I derived 
from an intimacy with a perfon'whofe age was nearer 
to my own, and whofe fociety I could command every 
VOL. II. H hour 
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hour of the day. Agatha was at that time four-and 
twenty. Her fweet difpofition and her afFedkion 
have infpired me with the fincereft regard for her, 
which I have ever taken a pride in teflifying. Dur- 
ing the laft years that convents exifted^ fhe was the 
only one that I vifited in hers. Now turned out of 
it, when her age and infirmities rendered fuch an 
afylum neceffary, and forced to live upon the fcanty 
penfion allotted her, flie yegetates at no great dif- 
tance from the place of our ancient abode, or from 
that in wJiich I am confined ; and in the midft of 
the evils attendant on penury, only laments the 
captivity of her daughter ; for thus has fhe always 
called me. O my kind friends, you will fometimes 
ceafe to pity me, when you confider the bleffings 
which heaven has left me ftill. In the midft of 
their power, my perfecutors have not the advantage 
of being beloved by an Agatha, to whom misfortune 
only renders the objects of her attachment more 
dear. 

The winter had paffed away. During that feafon, 
^.had feen my mother lefs frequently ; but my father 
would never let a Sunday pafs without vifiting me, 
and taking me to walk in the Jardin Hu Roij if the 
weather were any way tolerable-; and there we ufed 
to brave the feverity. of .the cold, and trip it gaily 
over the fnow. Delightful .walks ! the remembrance 
of which was revived, twenty years after, upon read- 
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ing tbofe lines of Thoropfpn, which I never repeat 
vrithout emotion : 

Pleas'd was 1, in my cheerfal morn of life^ 

When nurs'd by carelefs fblitiide I liv'd. 

And fung of nature with unceafing joy; 

PleasM was I, wand'ring through your rough domain. 

Through the pare virgin fnows, myielf as pure. 

It had been refoived i^on at my entrance into the 
convent, that I (bould reoiain there oaly a year. 
This I had defired myfelf, as I wifiled to fee bounds 
let to the facrifice I was about to make by feparating 
myfelf from my mother. Xhe nuns, on their part, 
when they confented to niy receiving my fif ft com*- 
munion in the fourth month of my refidence among 
them, had taken great care to ftipulate that I ihould 
not leave them the iboner on that account, and that 
I Ihould complete the period agreed upon. The 
year having revolved, I had left the convent. My 
mother informed me that my grandmother Phlipon, 
who was extremely fond of me,, wifhe4 me much to 
remain with her fome time, and that my mother had 
confented to my going, conceiving it could not be 
difagreeable to me, as ihe ihould be able to fee me 
there mqre frequently than at the convent : that ar- 
rangement, befide, was perfedly fuitable to circuni' 
ftances. My father had been chofba into fome office 
of his parifii, and on that account was forced to be 
frequently from home. I readily underftood that my 
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mother, being obliged at prefent to direfk her atten- 
tion to the work entrufted to the young men, about 
whom (he had hitherto given herfelf no concern, had 
loft a portion of her liberty, which flie would have 
wiflied to preferve entire, in order to beftow her 
whole time upon me. 

The fituation fhe propofed to me was indeed 
a gentle tranfition from the abfence I had lately 
» experienced to a complete return to her, and I ac- 
cepted it the more readily, as I had a great liking 
for my grandmother. She was a graceful, good- 
humoured little woman, whofe agreeable manners, 
poliflied language, gracious fmile, and fignificant 
looks, ftill announced fome pretenfions to pleafe, 
or at leaft to remind us that (he had once been a 
pleafing objed. She was fixty-five or fixty-fix years 
of age, and ftill paid attention to her drefs, taking 
care, however, to fuit it to her years ; for (he prided 
herfelf above all things on the ftudy and obferv- 
ance of decorum. Confiderable corpulence, a light 
ftep, an upright carriage, handfome little hands, of 
which the fingers were gracefully difplayed, and a 
fentimentaf ftyle olF converfation, intermingled with 
fallies of dignified mirth, took away from her every 
appearance of age. She was a delightful companion 
for young women, whofe fociety pleafed her, and of 
whofe attentions (he was proud. Becoming a widow 
immediately upon the termination of the firft year of 
her marriage, my father, born after the death of her 
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hiifband, was her only child. Misfortunes in trade 
having fcduced her to diftrefs, fhe had been obliged 
to have recourfe to fome diftant relations, virho were 
living in opulence, and wha employed her, io prefer- 
ence to any body elfe, in the education of tbeir chil- 
dren. Thus, for inftance, at Madam BoifmorePs (he 
brought up both her fon Roberge, of whom I fhall 
fpeak in the fequel, a^d her daughtcj, afterwards 
Madame de Favieres. A little eftate which devolved 
to her by inheritance, having rendered her indepen- 
dent, fhe retired to the Ifland of St. Louis, wh^re fhe 
occupied a decent apartmer.t with her fifter, Made- 
moifelle Rotiffet, whom (he called Angelica. This 
worthy maiden, afthmatic and devout, as virtuous 
as an angel, and as fimple as a, child, wa3 entirely 
devoted to her elder fifter. The affairs%of the little 
houfehold devolved entirely on her. A char-woman,- 
who attended twice a day, performed the more-menial 
offices; but eviery thing elfe was done by Angelica, 
who dreifed her fifter with the moft revered care. 
She naturally became my govern^nte, at the fame 
time that MadamePhlipon undertook to be my teacher. 
Behold me, then, in their hands, after having quit- 
ted the houfe of God, regretted, beloved, and embra- 
ced by the whole fifterhood of nuns, wept over by my 
Agatha and my Sophia, lamenting my feparation 
from them, and promifing to mitigate its^pains by the 
frequency of my vifits. 
This engagement was too idear to my heart not to 

be 
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be fcrupuloufly fulfilled. My walks were frequently 
direfled towards the Congregation, my aunt Angeli- 
ca and my father taking a pleafure in accompanying 
i^ thither. The news of my arrival in the parlour 
uied to run like lightning through the convent i and 
in the courfe of an hour I had interviews with twenty 
difierdit perfons. But thofe vifits, after all, were 
poof fubftitutes for the daily and confidential inter- 
courfe of friendfhip. They became lefs frequent, and 
I filled up the interval^ with an epiftolary corref- 
pondence, in which my Sophia bore the greateft part. 
That was the origin of my fondnefs for compofition, 
and one of the caufes that, by giving me a greater ha- 
bit of writings gave me alfo a greater facility. 
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FEEL the refolution of continuing my under- 
taking grow weaker. The miferies. of my country 
torment me; the lofs of my friends affefts my fpirits : 
an involuntary fadnefs benumbs my fenfes, over-^ 
clouds my imagination, and weighs heavy on my 
heart. France is become a vaft amphitheatre of car- 
nage, a bloody arena, on, which her own children 
are tearing one another to pieces. 

The enemy^ favoured' by her inteftine diffentions, 
advances in every quarter j the cities of the North 
fall into their hands ; Flanders and Alface are about 
to become their prey, the Spaniard is ravaging 
Roufillon ; the Savoyards reject an alliance, which 
anarchy renders hateful; they return to their old 
mafter, whofe troops invade our frontiers ; the re- 
bels of la Vendee continue to lay wafte a large ex- 
tent of territory ; the Lyonnefe, indifcreetly pro- 
voked, burft into open rcfiftance; Marfeiiles pre- 
pares 
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* pares for their fuccour ; the neighbouring depart- 
ments take arms : and in this univerfal agitation, and 
in the midft of thefe multiplied diforders, there is 
nothing uniform but the meafures of the foreign 
pdjfrers, whofe confpiracy againft freedom and 
mankind our exceffes have fanftified. Our go- 
vernment is a fpecies of monfter, of which the 
fprm and the aftion§ are equally odious ; it deftroys 
whatever it touches, and devburs its very.felf : this 
laft effort of its rage is the only confolation of its 
numerous viftims. 

. The armies, ill. conduced, and worfe provided, 
fight and fly alternately with defperate energy. — 
The niofl able commanders are accufed of treafon, 
becaufe certain reprefentatives, utterly ignorant of 
war, blame what they do not comprehend, and 
ftigraatize as ariftocrats all thofe who dre more 
enlightened than themfelves. A legiflative body, cba- 
rafterized by debility from the moment; of its exiftr 
ence, prefented us at firft with animated debates, which 

. lafled as long as there exifted among^the members 
fufficient wifdom to forefee dangers, and courage 
enough to announce them. The juft and generous fpi- 
rits, who had nothing in view but the welfare of their 
country, and dared attempt to cftablifli it, after being 
impudently reprefented under the moft odious colours, 
and in ^rms the mod contradidlory, were at laft facri- 
iiced by ignorance and fear to intrigue and f)eculation j 
chafed from that body of which they were the foul, 

they 
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they left behind them an extravagant and corrupt mi- 
nority, who exercife defpotic fway, and -who, by 
their follies and their crimes, are digging their own 
graves : but it is, alas ! in confummating the ruin of 
the republic ! The nation, fplritlefs and illinformed— 
becaufe the love of felfifh enjoyments makes m^n in- 
dolent, and indolence makes them blind — has accept- 
ed a conftitutioneflentially vicious, which, even if un- 
exceptionable, IJjould have been rejeded with indig- 
nation, becaufe nothing can be accepted from the 
hands of villainy without degradation to the receiver. 
They ftill talk of fecurity and freedom, though they 
fee them both violated with impunity in the perfons 
of their reprefent^tives ! They can only change their 
tyrants ; they are already under a rod of iron, and 
every- change appears to them a bleffing ; but inca- 
pable of efFefting it themfelves, they expeft it from 
the firft mafter who fhall chufe to affume the fove- 
reign command. O Brutus ! thou, whofe daring 
ji^nd emancipated the depraved Romans, we have er- 
red in vain, like thee ! Thofe juft and enlightened 
men, whofe arc^pnt fpirits longed for liberty, and 
who had prepared themfelves for it by the tranquil 
ftudies, and in the filent retreats of philofophy, flat- 
tered themfelves, like thee, that the fubverfion of 
defpotifm would eflablifti the throne of juftice and 
peace. Alas ! it has only ferved as the fignal-for the 
moft hateful paflions, and the.rpidff exe/n-able vice! 
After the profcriptions of the.^kmvir8,. thou faidft, 
VOL. II. I; ^^^^ 
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thou wert more afiiamed ^ of that which had caufed 
Cicero's death, than forry for the melancholy event ; 
thou blamedft thy friends at Rome for having become 
Jlaves rather by their own fauli than that of their ty^ 
-rants and for being dajiards enough to fee and fuffer 
things^ the bare recital of which was infupport- 
able, and ought to have filled them with horror. 
In like manner, do I feel indignant in the depth of 
my dungeon. But the hour of indignation is paft; 
it is too evident that we have no longer a right 
to hope for any thing good, or to be aftoniflied at 
any fpecies of evil. Will hiftory ever paint thefe. 
dreadful times, or the abominable monfters who 
fill them with their barbarities? They furpafs 
the cruelties of Marius, and the fanguinary achieve- 
ments of Sylla. The latter, when he Ihut up and 
flaughtered fix thoufand men, who had furrendered 
to him, in the neighbourhood of the Senate, which 
he encouraged to proceed in the debate amid their 
dreadful cries, ailed like a tyrant, abufing the 
power he had ufurped : but to what can we com- 
pare the domination of thofe hypocrites, who, always 
wearing the malk of juftice, and fpeaking the 
language of the law, have created a tribunal to 
ferve as the engine of their perfonal vengeance, 
and fend to the fcafFdld, with formalities infultingly 
judicial, every individual, whofe virtues offend them, 
whofe talents' excite/ theTr jealoufy, or whofe opu- 
lence calls forth theif ^fiift of wealth ? What Babylon 
•" •" ever 
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ever prefeQted a prototype of Paiis^ polluted wkh 
debauchery and blood, and governed by raagiftrates 
whofe profeffion it is to .circulate falfehoods, to fell 
calumny, and to panegyrize afiaflinatioa ? What 
people evej depraved their morals aiKi their nature 
to fuch a degree, as tocontra&an appetite for blood, 
to foam with fury when an execution is delayed, 
and to be ever ready to exercife their ferocity on 
all who attempt to calm or mitigate their rage f 
The days of September were the fole \^ork of 
a fmair number of inebriated tygers ; on the 31(1 
of TVIay and the tzd of June the triumph of guilt 
was confkmed by the apathy of the Parifians, and 
their tame acquiefcence in Ilavery* Since that 
epoch the progreiBon has been fuddcn and dreadful ; 
the faction of the Convention called the Mountain^ 
offers nothirig'to the eye but a band of rqbKers, cloth- 
ed and fwearing like watermen, preachiiig maffacre, 
and fetting the example of rapine. Crowds of peo- 
ple furround the courts of juftice, and vociferate 
their threats againft the judges, who are thought too 
tardy in the condemnation of innocence. ^The prifons 
are gorged with public funftionaries, with generals, 
and private individuals, of charafters that graced and 
ennobled humanity : a zeal to accufe is received as a 
proof of civifm, and the fearch and detenfion of 
perlbns of merit and property comprehend all the 
duties, of an ignorant and unprincipled magiftracy. 
The viftims of Orleans are fallen. Charlotte 
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Corday has not produced the fmallefl: movement in a 
city which did not deferve to be delivered from a 
monfter. Brijfot*^ Genfonnej and a multitude of 
otfier members, ftill remain under impeachment ; 
proofs are wanting, but the fury of their enemies 
knows no bounds : and for want of reafons to con- 
demn them, an appeal is made to the perverted will 
of the fovereign people, who impatiently expeft their 
Jieads as a wild beaft awaits his prey. Cujiine t is no. 
more ; Robefpierre triumphs ; Hebert marks the vic- 
tims ; Chabdi counts them ; the tribunal is in hafte to ' 
condemn, while the populace is preparing to accele- 
rate and generalize the work of death. In the mean 

* Some women who belong to a clob that meets in the church 
^ of StJ Euftatius, faid one day, fetting up a howl,^ that they mud 
have the head of BnfTot, without permitting the Judges to proceed 
upon his trial with the fame tedious 'formalities they had obferved 
upon ^at of Cuftine. Two thoufand perfons furrounded the court 
the day that judgment was pronounced on that general, trembled for 
fear he fhould efcape, and declared aloud, that if he were ^vhite- 
wafhed, he muil be treated like Montmorin, and with, him, ail the 
villains in the prifons. 

f His property is confifcated.' His* daughter-in-law, a young 
and charming woman, at that time pregnant, who divided her days 
between her father-in-law, dragged to the tribunal, and her hufband 
confined at the Force, was imprifoned immediately after the exe- 
cution of the former. She mifcarried ; — ^but what does that Cgnify 
to thefe monfters ? The public accufer had received of her 200,000 
livresto fave innocence : he returned them 5 but he had her anefted 
for fear (he ihould denounce his infamous behaviour. 

time 
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time famine invades the land ; pernicious laws put an 
end to all induftry, flop the circulation of commo- 
dities, and annihilate commerce ; the public money is 
fquandered j diforganization becomes general ; and 
in this total overthrow of the public fortune, men, 
devoid of fhame, wallow in ill-acquired wealth, fet 
a price upon all their aSions, and draw up a bill of 
rates for the life and death 6f their fellow-citizens, 

Dillon and Cajieltane obtain their releafe ; the one ' 
from the Magdellonettes, the other from St. Pelagie, 
*by the payment of thirty thoufand livres to Chabot. 
Sillery gets his friends to cheapen his liberty, which he 
is rich enough to purchafe, and two hundred bottles 
of his excellent champaign are the overplus of the bar- 
gain, driven with the Jtrumpets of the committee*. 
Roland's wife*, recalled from time to timety the kind 
cafe of the Pere du Ch^ne to the recolleftion of the 
populace, awaits the laft effort of their rage in the 
fame prifon, from which a kept girl departs in peace, 
after paying for her deliverance, and for the impunity 
of her accomplice, a fabricator of forged aflignats. 
Henriot, the commandant of the national guards, 

* The money and wine were given and received ; Sillery obtained 
only the liberty of feeing and difcourfing with whom he pieafed. 
With this mitigation of his imprifonment he is ftill confined in the 
Luxembourg. Three or four abandoned women, belonging to the 
infamous wretches of the committees of public and general fafety, 
form a trading company, in which the pecuniary means of laivation 
«^ every remarkable individual are afleiTed. 

firft 
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firfl: a* lackey, then a cuftom-houfe officer, and 
afterwards a ringleader at the maffacre at St, Firmin, 
breaks feals, empties cellars, and removes furniture, 
without feeling the fmallefl: coippunftion : charged 
with the care of the deputies confined in the Luxem- 
bourg, he prefumes to intrude into their prefence 
purpofely to infult them, deprives them by open force 
'* of pens, books, and papers, and adds menaces to 
outrage. The fubordinatioh of authorities is a chi- 
mera, to which no one is permitted to appeal without 
incurring the accufation of indvifmy and being fup-' 
pofed to entertain counter-revolutionary defigns.— 
Have the fugitive members at length efcaped from 
this inhofpitable laud, which devours the virtuous, 
and drenches itfelf with their blood ? O my friends I 
may propitious fate debark you fafe in the United 
States, the only afylum of liberty I My beft wiflies 
attend you ! nor am I without hopes that tbe 
winds are now wafting you to that happy land. 
But my doom, alas ! is irrevocable ! I (hall never 
behold you more ; and in your departure, fo much 
defired for your own fakes, 1 fee with forrow our 
eternal feparation. And . you, my much^ revered 
hufbarid, grown weak and weary of the world, 
and funk into a premature old age, which you pre- 
ferve by painful efforts from the purfuit of * the 
afTaflin — fhall I ever be permitted to fee you^again, 
and to pour the balm of confolation into your heart, 

ibrely bruifed by the hard hand of misfortune ? 

How 
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How many days longer am I dellined to renaaiix 
a witnefs of the defolation of my native land, and 
of the degradation of my countrymen? Affailed by 
theft afflifting images, I find it imprafticable to ftee! 
my heart againft affliftion ; a few fcalding tears ftart " 
from my heavy eyes ; and I fafFer the rapid p^n 
to lie idle, that pafled fo lightly over my youthful 
days, 

I WILL again attempt to recal them to my mind, 
and to piirfue their courfe. In future times per- 
haps my ingenuous recitals will cheer the gloomy 
moments of fome unfortunate captive, ^nd make 
him forget his. own calamities -while pitying itiine : 
or perhaps fome poet or philofopher, defirous of 
weaving (he paffions of the human heart into the 
progrefs of a romance, or the aftion of a diama, will 
find in my ftory the materials of his work. 

Probably not many days will elapfe before the 
want of provifions, exafperating the impatient po- 
pulace, wilf urge them to tumults, which their ring- 
leaders will take care to render deftruftive. The 
loth of Auguft was intended to be a commemora- 
tion of ihe ideas of September. The day before 
yeflerday their renewal was threatened wichotit re- 
ferve in cafe Cuftine ftiould be acquitted. The Cor- 
deliers already proclaim the neceflity of getting rid of 
all fufpefted perfons, and punifhments are ordained 
for fuch as have fpoken ill of thofc glorious days. 
Is not this providing beforehand the juftification of 

their 
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their return? The perfonsconfigned to the revolu- 
tionary tribunal are not criminals fent thither to be 
judged, but vidtims which it is ordered to immolate* 
Thofe who are imprifoned for any thing el fe than 
crimes, are not under the proteSIon of the law ; but, 
left at the mercy of fufpicion and calumny, it is im- 
poffible for them to conceive themfelves fafe from the 
fury of a deluded populace. Let us turn from this 
lamentable era, to which the reign of Tiberius can 
alone be compared, and call back again the peaceful 
< and delightful days bf youth. 

I HAD completed my twelfth year, and the thir- 
teenth was paffing away under the care of my grand- 
mother. The quiet of her houfe, and the piety of 
my aunt Angelica, accorded admirably with the ten- 
der and contemplative difpofition I had brought with 
me from the convent. Every morning Angelica ac- 
companied me to church to hear mafs, where I 
was foon remarked by thofe monopolizers of con- 
fciences, who make. a merit with God of peopling 
the cloifters. The reverend Abbe Gery, with his 
wry neck and downcaft eye, accofted the perfon 
whom he took for my governante, to congratulate her 
on the edification, produced by the example of her 
pupil, and to teflify the ftrong defire he felt to be 
her guide in the ways of the Lord. He learned with 
regret, that the grand ceremonies were already 
over, and that I had put my confclence into other 
hands. He then defired to know from my own mouth, 

whether 
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whether I had not begun to think of my futute deftU 
nation, and of bidding farewell to the vanities of the 
world. I anfwered, that I was too young yet to 
know my vocation. Morifieur Gery fighed, faid 
feveral fine things to me, and did not fail to place him-* 
felF in my way out, in order to bow to me devoutly. 
The piety of my young heart did not go fo far as to 
be gratified with jefuitical affedations : it was too fin- 
cere to join hands with the abfurdities of bigotry, and 
th^ wry neck of Monfieur Gery was not at all to my 
tafte. I had neverthelefs a fecret defign of devoting 
myfelf to the monadic life. St. Francis de Sales, one 
of the moft amiable faints in Paradife, had made 1 
conqueft of my heart, and the ladies of the Vifitation 
of which he was the founder, were already my adop- 
tive fiflers. But I was well faiisfied, that, being an 
only child, I fliould not obtaii^Jiny parents* confent 
to take fhe veil di;ring my minority, and v/as unwilling 
to give them unneceffary concern by any premature 
difclofure of my fentiments. Befides fhould my refo- 
lution fail during the days of probation, it would only 
be furnifiiing the ungodly with arms. I refolved, there- 
fore, to conceal the intention, and to purfue my plan 
in fiience. I laid my grandmother's Kttle library under 
contribution ; Vind the Philottee of St. Francis de Sales, 
and the Manual of St. Auguftin, became my favou- 
rite fources of meditation. What doftrines of fpiritual 
love! what delicious aliment for the innocence of a 
fervent foul, abandoned to celcftiarillufiona! Some 
VOL. II. K cdntroverfial 
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' controvcrfial writings of Boffuet furniflied me whh 
frefli food Tor my mind : favourable as they were to 
the caufe which they defended, they fometimes let me 
into the fecret of objedlions that might be made to it, 
and fet me on fcrutinizing my articles of faith. That 
was my firft flej) ; but it was infinitely remote from 
the fcepticifm^ at which in a courfe of years I was 
deftined to arrive, after having been fucceffively Jan- 
fenift, Cartefian, Stoic, and Pcift. What a route, 
to terminate at ,laft in patriotifm, which has conduct- 
ed me to a dungeon I In the midft of all this, fome 
old books of travels, and mythology in abundance, 
amufed my imagination, while the letters of Madam 
de Sevignd fixed my tafte. Her delightful eafe, her 
elegance, her vivacity, her tendernefs, made me en- 
ter into her intimacy* I became acquainted with her 
fociety ; I was as much familiarized with her manners 
and the circumftances of her fituation, as if I had 
pafled my life with her. My grandmother faw little 
company, and feldom went out ; but her agreeable 
pleafantry animated the converfation, while I was fit- 
ting by her fide, bufied about the different kinds of 
needle-work which flie took a pleafure in teaching me. 
Madam Befnard, the fame great aunt who had paid fo 
much attention to me while I was at nurfe, came every 
afternoon to pafs an hour or two with her fifter. 
Her auftere difpofition was always accompanied by 
a folemn fort of formality, and an air of ceremony, 
upon which Madam Phlipon would fometimes rally 

her. 
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her, but fo tenderljr as not to give offence to her 
fifter,* who, after all, generally contributed hpr 
Ifiare to the converfation, by producing fome whole- 
forne truth, delivered in a manner fomewhat harflx 
and abrupt, but which- was readily forgiven, on ac- 
count of the weH-known gopdnefr of her heart. 
My grandmother, who fet the higheft value on the 
graces, and every thing elfe that embelliflies focial 
Kfe, was extremely fenfible of the complaifance which 
my gentle temper, the defire of pleafihg every body 
about me, and her own amiable manners infpired me 
with towards her* She would fometitnes pay me a 
compliment ; and; when, as was generally the caf(^, 
I replied- with readinefs and propriety, flie could not 
conceal her exultation, but would taft a triumphant 
took upon Madam Befnard, who, elevating her fhoul- 
ders, feized the firft moment of my removal to ano- 
ther part of the room, to fay, in a low voice, which 
I heard very diftinOiIy, ^ You are really infupport- 
able: fhe will be fpoiled j what a pity 1^ My grand- 
mother on this aflumed a more ftately pofture than 
before, affuring her fitter, with' an air of fu]ieriority, 
that fhe knew very well what Ihe was about ; while 
the worthy Angelica, with her pale face, her promi- 
nent chin, her fpeftacles on her nofe, and her knit- 
ting-needle in fterhand, would tell them both, there 
was no Ainger to be apprehended, nothing that would 
be faid could do me any harm, and that I had quite 
fenfe enough to be left to my own guidance. This 
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aunt Beihard, fo rigid in her manners, and fp fear-* 
ful of the bad eflfefts of flattery, was very uneafy at 
my lying on a hard bed; and if my finger chanced t(y 
ache,^ never failed to call twice a day to inquire con- 
cerning it. What fmcere inquietude, what anxious 
cares did (he not difplay on thefe occafions ? And 
how delightful was the contraft with her ufual feverity 
and r^ferve \ I verily beHeve that heaven placed me 
in the 'midft of people of kind hearts, on purpofe to 
make mine the moft kfFeaionate poflible. 

My grandmother one day took it into her head 
to pay a vifit to Madam de Boifmorel, either for 
the pleafure of feeing her, or for that of exhibiting 
her grand-djfpghler. Great were the preparations 
in confequence, and tedious my drefling, which 
began at break of day ; at length off we fet with 
my aunt Angelica, for the Rue St. Louis an Morals, 
and reached it about noon. On entering the 
hotel, all the fervants, beginning with . the porter, 
faluted Madam Phlipon with an air of refpeft and 
affection, emulous' who fhould treat her with, the 
greateft ^ivility. She anfwered every body in the 
kindefl: but at the fame time in the molt dignified 
manr^er ; and fo far all went well. But her grand- 
daughter was perceived ; for (he could not deny her- 
felf^e pleafure of pointing her out to obfervation, and 
iht fervants muft needs pay fine compliments to the 
young lady. I had a fort of uncomfortable feeling, 
for which I could not account, but which I perceived 

neverthelefs 
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ixeverthders to proceed ia part from the idea that fer- 
vaiits might look at and admire me, but that it was 
not their bufinefs to pay me compliments. We paffed 
on : were announced by a tall footman, and walked 
into the parlour, where we fo^ind Madam deBoifmorel 
feated upon what was then called not an ottomancj but 
a canape, and embroidering with great gravity* Madam 
de Boifmorel was of the fame age, ftature, and cor- 
pulence as my grandmother ; but her drefs befpoke 
lefs tafte than defire to difplay her opulence and indi- 
cate her rank ; while her countenance, far from ex- 
preffing a wilh to pleafe, announced her claims to re- 
fpefl:, and the confcioufnefs of her merit* A rich lace, 
puckered into Ae fhapeof a cap, with wings pointed at 
the ends, like the ears of a hare, was placed upon, 
the top of her head, and allowed her hair to be feen, 
which was probably not of her own growth, and was 
dreffed with that affefted difcretion which it is very 
neceffary to affume at fixty years of age ; while rouge, 
an inch thick, gave her unmeaning eyes a much more 
unfeeling look than was neceflary, to make me fix 
mine upon the ground. — ' Ah ! Mademoifelle RotifTet, 
good morning to you !' cried Madam Boifmorel in a 
loud and frigid tone, while rifmg to receive us. (Made- 
moifelle ?— So my grandmother is Mademoifelle in 
this houfe.) * I am very glad to fee you indeed. And 
who is this fine girl ? — Your grand-daughter I £up- 
pofe ? — She promifes to make a pretty woman ?— ^ 
Come here^ my dear, and fit down by my fide. She 

« is 



( 78 ) 

is a little bafhful. How old is your grand-daughter, 
Mademoifelle Rotiffet ? She is a little brown to be 
fure, but her Ikin is clear, and will grow fairer a 
year or two hence — fhe is quite the woman already ? 
I will lay my life that hand muft be a lucky one. * Did 
you never venture in the lottery ?'^ — ^ Never, Madam ; 
1 am not fond of gaming.'-— I dare fay not :. at your 
age children are apt to think their game a fure one. 
What an admirable voice ! — ^fo fweet, and yet fo full- 
toned. — But how grave (he is f Pray, my dear, are 
you not a little of the devotee ? — * I know my duty 
to God, and I endeavour to fulfil it.* — ^That is agood 
girl ! You wifh to take the veil, don't you ?' — « I 
know not what may be my deftination,- nor do I feek 
as yet to divine it.^ — ' Very fententious, indeed ! 
Your grand-daughter reads a great deal, does not fhe, 
Mademoifelle Rotiflet ?' — ' Reading, Madaui, is her 
greateft delight ; fhe always devotes to it fome part 
of the day.' — ' Ay, ay, I fee how it is ; but have 
a care fhe do not turn author ; that would be 
a pity indeed.* The converfation between the two 
ladies next turned upon the family and friends of 
the miftrcfs of the houfe, my grandmother inquiring 
very refpeftfuUy after the uncle, and the coufm, and 
the daughter-in-law, and the fon-in-law, and the Abbe 
Langlois, and the Marchioiief& of Levi, and the Coun- 
fellor Brion, and Mr. Piarent, the reftor : they 
talked of their health, of their family connexions, 
and of their follies ; as for inftajice of tbofe of Ma- 
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dam Ronde, who, notwithftanding her great age» 
ftill pretended to have a fine bofom, and made a great 
difplay of it, except when getting in or out of a car- 
riage, for then flie'hid it with an ample handkerchief 
which flie always carried in her pocket for that pur- 
pofe, becaufe, as (he faid, fuch a fight ought not to be 
thrown away upon footmen. During this dialogue. 
Madam de Boifmorel made a few flitches in her work, 
or elfe patted her little dog, keeping her eyes almoft 
conflautly fixed upon me. I was careful not to en- 
counter looks I did not like ; but took a furvey of 
the apartment, the decorations of which appeared 
far more agreeable to me than the lady to whom they 
belonged. In the mean time my blood circulated with 
more than ufual rapidity, my cheeks glowed, and my 
little heart was all in a flutter. I did not as yet aflc my- 
felf, why my grandmother was not fitting upon the 
canape^ and why Madam' de Boifmorel was not playing 
the hurnble part of Mademoifelle Rotiffet ; but I had 
the feeling which naturally leads to that refleftion, 
and faw an end put to the vifit with as much joy 
as if relieved from fptne grievous fuffering. ^ ' Mind, 
now, don't you forget to buy me a ticket in the lotte- 
ry, and let your granddaughter chufe the number, 
do you hear, Mademoifelle Rotilfet ? I am determin- 
ed to try her hand. Come, give rae a kifs : and you, 
my Httle dear, don't look fo mucfi upon ihe ground. 
You have very good eyes j and even your cbnfdToF 
will not blame you for opening faem. — Yes, yes, 
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Ma^emoxfelle Rotiflet, many a fine bow will come to 
your (hare,, take my word for it ; and that before 
you are much older. Good morning to you, ladies/ 
Thereupon Madam de Boifmorel rang her bell, or- 
dered Lafleur to call in a day or two at Mademoifelle 
Rotiflet's for a lottery ticket, chid her dog for bark- 
ing, and had already refumed her feat upon the canape 
before we were well out of the room. 

Our walk home was a filent one, and I haften^d 
to return to liooks that might make me forget 
Madam de Boifmorel, whofe compliments were no 
more to my tafte than thofc of her fervants. My 
grandmother, not vqry well fatisfied herfelf, mention- 
ed her fometimes, and talked of her peculiarities ; of 
her confummate felfifhncfs, which made her fay that 
children wer^ but fecondary confidei^ations, when 
Madam Phlipon took the liberty of reminding her of 
the intereft of her family, in order to check her pro- 
digal expence: fhe fpoke alfo of that freedom of man- 
ners, fo common among women of falhion, in confe- 
quence of which fhe received her confeffor, and other 
perfons, at her toilet, and changed her linen in their 
prefence. This fort of behaviour (truck me as very 
fl:i:ange : and my curiofity induced me to fet my grand- 
mother talking about all thefe matters j but I kept 
the impreffions they, made on my mind to myfelf ; not 
tj^inking them exaftly fuch as I could make known to 
Ker with proprietjj. . ' 

-4 FORTNIGHT after our vifit, we received one from. 
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Madam de Boifmorers fon, who was not at home 
when We called upon his another. He was a man 
verging upon forty j his afped was grave but 
gentle j and his behaviour equally decent and dig- 
nified. His eyes, which were large, and even a 
little to full, fent fotth frequent flaflies of lightning ; 
and his bold and manly voice, foftened by refpedl, 
fpoke the language of the foul in tones expreffive of 
a gracious kind ofpolitenefs that feemedtoflow direft- 
ly from the heart. He addreffed himfelf refpeftfuUy 
to my grandmother, calling her his good old .friend, 
and bowed to me with that fort of reverence whicK 
men of fufceptible minds take a pride in (hewing to 
young Women. Our converfation was at once guard- 
ed and familiar : M. de Boifmorel took care not to 
let flip the opportunity of making Tiandfome mention 
of the obligations he owed to my grandmother's care j 
and I eafily underftood that he was hinting to her in 
an obfcure'biit. delicate manner, that providence had 
rewarded her generous attention to other people'? 
children, by giving her fo promifmg a grand-child of 
her own. 

I THOUGHT M. de Boifmorel infinitely more 
. amiable than his mother, and was delighted when- 
evef he called upon us, which was generally once in 
two or three months. He had married at an early 
age, a very charming woman, add had a fan by^her, 
whofe education occupied a confiderable portion\HF 
his thoughts. He had undertaken it himfelf, and was 
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defirous of diredlng it by philofophical views, in 
which he was not a little thwarted by the prejudices of 
his mother, and the enthufiaftic devotion of his wife. 
He was accufed of fingularity ; and as his nerves had 
been affefted in confeqiience of a dreadful inflamma- 
tory diforder, the old countefles, the folemn lawyers, 
aiid the fpruce abbes of his family, or of his mother's 
acquaintance, afcribed to a derangement of the brain, 
refulting from difeafe, the conduft he purfued in 
bringing up his boy. Thefe circumftances, when 
they came to my knowledge, excited much of my 
attention : it appeared to me that every thing which 
this fmgular man faid was very much to the purpofe, 
and I began to fufpeft there were two forts of reafon, 
if I may fay fo, one for the clofet and another for the 
world ; a morality of principle, and a morality of 
pradice, from the contradiftion of which refulted fo 
many abfurdities, fome of which did not altogether 
efcape my obferv^tion ; in (hort, that perfons of the 
^ay world called every body infane, who was not 
afl:efl:ed with the common infanity : and thus did 
materials for reflection infenfibly accumulate in, my 
aftive brain. . , . 

My grandmother fometimes compar^d^ tlie fen- 
timents and behaviour of Mr./ de Boifmorel with 
thofe of his fifter. Madam de Fayieres, of whom 
fhe had fome reafon to complain ; whofe brother had 
found it neceflaiy to r^.mind her that* Mademoifelle 
Rotiflet was their own relation (a circumftance, faid I 
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to myftelf,thattl>^r mother appears either i^pt.toknow^ 
or not iiicline4 to acknowlejdge), and to whom (he 
had no defire to introduce me, ajiy morp th^^^ I to be 
introduced— 5»biich indeed fh^ yas (o well aware of, 
that ate n^ver eve^ j)^oporefl a fecpnd yifk to JV^adam 
de BoifmoreL ~ , 

My father had vacated his offfce ; the year to be 
fpent with my grandmothe^jr had elapfed ; and I re- 
turned to the arms of my indulgent mother. But 
it was not without regret , that I left the handfomc 
ftreets of the ^e ^p Louisy the pleafaiit qujiys, and 
the tranquil banks of the Seiqe, whiere 1 was aC"^ 
cuftomed to take the air with, my aimt Angelica, in 
the ferenefumi^er evenings,, con^p^plating the wind- 
ing caurfe of the river, and t^e eTctenfiye Idndfcape 
beyond it-— quays, alo|ig iiv]||ch I ufed to pafe,. withr 
oqt meetiijig in my Solitary wajr ynith any objQft.to 
interrupt my meditations, . when in the fervisncy of 
my zeal I was repairing to ^ tempje in girder to pour 
out my whole |bul at the foot of the altar. My grand- 
mother's gaiety g^ve charms to her habitation, in 
which I had fpent rtiany pleafant and peaceful days. 
I took leave of her with a flood of tears ; Uotwith- 
ftanding my attacbm^at to my mother, whofe merit, 
of a more foKd kind,, was accompwiied by a referv.e, 
with which I had not till then inade any comparifon 
that could, m^gtke it appear lefs attraftive, as at that 
moment it ftr\ick .me in a confuf^^ mamicr. Child 
- ' . . . of 



of the Seine^ it was ftill upon its banks that I was- 
going torefide; but the fituation pf my father's 
houfe was not quiet and folitary like that of my' 
grandmother. The moving pifture of the Pont-Neuf 
varied the fcene every moment, and I entered li- 
terally as well as figuratively into the world, when 
I returned under my paternal roof* A free air, how- 
ever, and an unconfined fpace, ftill gave fcope to 
my romantic and wandering imagination. How- 
many times from my window, which fronted the 
north, have I contemplated, with emotion, the vaft 
expanfe of heaven, and its azure dome defigned with 
fo much grandeur, •and ftretching from the grey 
caft beyond the Pont au Change to the trees of the 
mall, and the houfes of Chaillot, refplendent with 
the luddy beams of the fetting fun ! Never did I 
fail to employ- a^ few moments in this way at the 
clofe of every fine day, and often have tears of de- 
light ftolen down my c]|^eks in filence, while my 
heart, dilated by a fentiment not to be defcribed, 
and happy in the idea and confcioufnefs of exiftence^ 
was offering to the Supreme Being a pure homage 
of gratitude worthy of his acceptance. I know 
not if fenfibility ,give a more vivid hue to every ob- 
jeft, or if certain fituations, which do not appear 
very remarkable, contribute powerfully to develope 
it, or if both be not reciprocally caufe and effe£l : 
but. when I reviepir the events of my life, I find it dif- 
ficult to afiign to circumftances, or ta my difpofition, 

that 
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that variety and that plenitude of afFeftion, which hav?^ 
marked fo ftronfgly every poiat of its duration, and 
left ine fo clear a remembrance of every place at 
which I have been. 

Ca jou had ftill continued to teach me mufic. He 
was fond of making me talk over the theory, or . 
rather the mechanifm of his art ; for though fome- 
thing of a compofer, he underftood little of mathe- 
matics, and of metaphyfics lels : but he was 
ambitious of communicating to me all ht knew. 
He was almoft as much afilided at my want of ex- 
preffion in fmging, as aftonifhed at the eafe with 
which I purfued a chain of reafoning* « Put foul 
into it 1' he would continually exclaim : You 
fing an air as nuns chant s^ anthem.* The poor 
man did not perceive that I had coo much foul to be . 
able to put it in a fong : and indeed I was as much 
embarraffed to give the proper expreflion to a tender 
paffage of mufic, as I fhould formerly have been in 
reading aloud -the epifode of Eucharis or Erminia. 
Being fuddenljr transformed into theperfonage fuppof- 
ed to be fpeaking, I was no longer capable of imita* 
tion ; I experienced the fentiment to be defcribed ; 
my breathing grew fliort ; my voice faltered f and 
difficulties refulted thence, which I could not over- 
come in a flat and ferious ftyle of finging;'for I 
could not prevail upon myfelf to afl: the innpaffioned 
lover. 

Mignard^ whofe Spanifli politcnefs gained him 

the 
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the efteem of my grandn^othel-, had begun, while I 
v^as with her, to teach me the guitar, and continued 
to give me lerfons .when I returned to my father's* 
The common accompaniments did not coft me many 
months to execute ; and Mignard afterwards, took ^ 
pleafure in forwarding my improvement, till in the 
end I furpafled my mafter. Mo'zon was recalled to 
perfeft my dancing, as was Mr, Demure^ to keep 
up my arithmetic, geograp^iy, writing, and hiftory. 
My father made me refume the graver, confining me 
tothemofttriflingbranchoi'the art, to whichhe thought 
to attach me by the tie of inter eft ; for having taught 
me enough to make me of fome ufe, he'gave me little 
jobs to do, of which he {hared the profit with me at 
* the end of the week, according to a book which he 
defired me to keep* But I foon became weary of this j 
nothing was fo infipld to me, as to engrave the edge 
of a watch-cafe, or to ornament a bauble j I liked 
much better to read a good author, than to buy a 
liband. I did not conceal my difguft ; and as no con- 
ftraint was laid upon me, I threw afide the graver, 
and tiiive never touched it fince. I went out every 
morning with my mother to hear mafs : after which 
we fometimesf made our little purchafes. When the 
time required for thefe purpofes, and the hours de- 
voted to the leffons of my different mailers, were 
over, I retired to my clofetto read, to write,, and to 
meditate. The long evenings made me return to 
my needle-works, during which my niother had 
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the complaifance to read to me for hours together. 
Thefe readings gave me great pleafure ; but as they 
did not permit me to digeft things to my entire fatif- 
fad:ion, I conceived the idea of making extraSs. Ac- 
cordingly, my firft employment in the motning was 
to confign to paper what had ftruck me moft forcibly' 
the preceding evening ; and this done, I returned 
to the book to recover the connexion, or to copy a 
paflage, that I was defirous of having entire. This 
grew into a habit, a paffion, a perfeft rage. My fa- 
ther having only the little library, whieh I had for- 
merly exhaufted, I borrowed and hired books, and 
could not bear the idea of returning them till I had 
made what I conceived the beft part of their contents 
;ny own. In this manner I demoliflied Plucbe^ Rolling 
Crevier^ the Pere d*Or/eans, Sf. Real, the j^bbe de 
Yertot^ and Mezeray^ who fo little refembles the lat- 
ter ; Mezeray, the dried of all pomble waiters, but 
the hiftorian of my country, with the annals of which 
I wiflied to be acquainted. * 

My grandmother Bimont was dead. My little 
uncle fettled at St. Bartholomew's, in a better place 
than that of matter of the choir, boarded with the 
firll vicar, the Abbe le Jay, who kept a very 
tolerable houfe, where we ufed to go and pafs 
the evening on Sundays and holidays, after divine 
fervice. 

The Abbe le Jay was a good old man, clumfy 
toth in body and mind, a wretched preacher, an 

unmerciful 
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unmerciful confeffor, a cafviift, and the Lord knows 
what befide. But he was by no means blind to his 
own intereft : he had found means to help on his 
two brothers,' and to get them eflabliflied as nota- 
ries at Paris, *^where^they made a figure in their 
profeffion, at that time both reputable and lucra- 
tive. His own houfe was kept by one of his rela- 
tions, a Mademoifelle d'Hannaches, tall, dry, and 
fellow, with a flirill voice, proud of her defcent, and 
tiring every body with her > ecohomical ariange- 
Jnents, and her. pedigree. She was a woman how- 
ever, and that always enlivens the houfe of a prieft : 
befides, fhe contrived to keep a neat and plentiful 
table for her coufin, who was a great amateur of good 
eating'. The Abbe found it extrgmely agreeable to 
have a boarder in his houfe of the amiable difpofi- 
tion of my uncle Bimont : his table was more cheer- 
ful, Mademoifelle d'Hannaches better tempered, and 
his party of tric-trac* never failed : my mother 
and the coufin were partners ; and as to *me, who 
feemed thus to be deferted, I was not at all difpleaf- 
ed at my four friends amufing themfelves in that 
way ; for the Abbe le Jay received cotnpany in 
a large library, which I laid under contribution 
without mercy. This was a foUrce which 1 re- 
curred to as long as he lived^'; fomething lefs than 

^ A game refembling backgammon, but fometimes played by four 
pcrfons.— Trflfl/I 
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three years. One of his brothers having ruined 
himfelf, the Abbe loft his fenfes, languiflied for fix 
weeks, threw himfelf out of a window,' end died of 
his fall. Mademoifelle d'Hannacbes, then at law 
for the inheritance of her uncle, the faptain^ wa$ 
accommodated in my mother's hbufe, and refided 
with us a year and a half. During that period I 
was her fecretary : I wrote her letters, copied her 
dear genealogy, drew up petitions which fhe pre-' 
fented to the prefident and attorney-general of the 
parliartient of Paris, who were left truftees of the 
annuities bequeathed by a Mr. de St. Vallier to poor 
gentlewomen ; and fqmetimes accompanied her 
when fhe went to make intereft with various per- 
fons of confequMce. I eafily perceived that, not- 
withftanding her ignorance, her ftiflF demeanour, 
her bad way of expreffing herfelf, her old-fafliioned 
drefs, and her other abfurdities, refpeft was paid to 
her origin. The names of her anceftors, which 
flie never failed to repeat, were attended to, and great 
pains were taken to obtain for her what Ihe defired. 
I compared the honourable reception fhe met with, 
with that given me by Madam de Boifmorel, which 
had left a deep impreflion on my mhid ; I could not 
help feeling my fuperiority over Mademoifelle d*Han- 
naches, who with her genealogy, and at the age. of 
forty, was imable to write a line of common fcnfe> 
or a legible hand}. and it apj[)eared to me that the 
VOL. II. , ' V H world 
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world was extremely unjuft, and the inftitutions of 
fociety highly abfurd. 

But let us fee for a moment what was become of 
my friends at the convent. My Agatha n,ow and 
then wrote me letters in the ftyle of tendernefs pe- 
culiar to thofe plaintive doveSj who dared not indulge 
in any thing farther than friendfhip ; a ftyle rendered 
ftiU more affeAionate by her ardent fouK Little 
boxes, pincufhions, and fweetmeats, accompanied 
them, whenever fuch prefents were within her reach. 
I went occafionally to (ee her ; and was even admitted 
into the interior of the convent at a feflival given in 
honour of the fuperiof ; a privilege they had taken 
care to infure me, by obcaira'ng unknown to me a li- 
cence from the archbifhop, which was afterwards pre- 
fented me. as a fpecial favour, and received by me as 
fuch. Every thing was in motion, the young ladies 
were well drelTed, the hall was adorned with flowers, 
and the refeftory fluffed foil of dainty cates. It 
muft be confeffed, that in thefe entertainments of 
poor fecluded virgins, in which no doubt fomething 
childifli may be found, there is alfo fomething amia- 
ble^ ingenuous, and graceful, which belongs only to 
the gentlenefs of women, to their lively imagination, 
and innocent playfulnefs, when they make .meryy 
among themfelves at a diftance from a fex, that al- 
ways renders, them more ferious, when it does not 
completely turn their brain. A fliort drama, rather 
dull, but enlivened by: the voices of little girls 
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fingiRg a few ftanzas ia chorus, was the firft rally^ 
ing point : fportive dances fucceeded; at one time 
fome exceUent joke, and at another an arch laugh, 
the more humorous^ becauf<^ making a greater contraft 
with their habitual gravity, gave a true Saturnalian 
chara(9:er ta the (ports of the good fillers and their 
pupiISi- 

The phyikian coming by chance to the infirmary 
to vifit his patients, it was impoifible to do other- 
wife than invite him to a fight of the entertainment. 
He wa§ accordingly "^ conduced under a cloifter hung 
with feftoons of flowers, where a fort of fair was 
eftabUihed. There young novices were felling bal- 
lads^ others were diftributing cakes, one was drawing 
a lottery, and another telling fortunes, while the lit- 
tle girls were loaded with bafkets of fruit and> a con* 
cert wa3 performing on the oppofite fide. At the 
fight of the doQ:or*8 wig, the novices pulled their veils 
over their faces ; the elder boarders looked at their 
drefs, to fee whether itwas in diforder ; the younger 
girls affumed a graver air j and I held my guitar in a 
lefs negligent manner* It was fufpended before me 
by a riband pafled over my Ihoulder. The nuns had 
iniifted upon hearing me (ing, and the occafion had 
infpired me with two ftanzas indifferent in themfelves^ 
but fo well timed as to b^ received with unbounded 
applaufe. Even Cajou would have been fatisfied 
with the manner in which I fung them ; for having 
no fentiments to exprefs but fuch as I could indulge;^ 
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my accents were perfeftly unreftrainedl I was defif ed 
to repeat them before the phyfician : but that was a 
very different affair ; my voice faltered, and my ex- 
preffion became.obfcure. An old nun remarked it, and 
faid with an arch look, that it only made my counte- 
nance fo much the more interefting. At length the 
doftor withdrew, every body being glad he was gone, 
though nobody would have wifhed him not to have 
been there. 

Sophia had returned to her family at Amiens ; but 
previoufly to her departure we had prevailed upon 
our mothers to fee one another. They had in a 
V manner confecrated our connexion, had reciprocal- 
ly applauded their daughters* choice, and fmiled at 
our promifes,. of never forgetting each other, which 
we called upon them to witnefs. Thofe promifes, 
however, were tetter kept than they imagined, 
. notwithftanding certain modifications of which my 
readers hereafter will be able to judge. My corref- 
pondencewith my friend was regularly carried on. 
I wrote to her always once a week, and generally 
twice. — * And what,* methinks I hear it aflced, 
* could you have to relate ?'— Every thing I faw, 
thought, felt, or perceived : furely then I could 
not be in want of fomething to fay ! Our corref- 
pondence gave facility to icfelf, and fumifhed its 
own materials, by communicating my refleftions, 
I learned the better to refleft ; I ftudied with more 
^ ardour, becaufe I took a pleafure in fharing what I 
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acquired J and I «iade my obfervations with the 
greater care,, becaufe I found entertainment in com- 
mitting them to paper. Sophia's letters were lefe 
frequent : a numerous family, a crowded houfe, the 
forms of focjety, and the very nature of a provin- 
cial life, occupied by trifles, by unmeaning vifits, 
and of which a part is neceffarily devoted to cards^ 
left her neither the leifure to write, nor the means of 
colledling fuch abundant materials. For that reafon 
perhaps flie fet the greater value on the letters fhe 
received from me, and prefTed me niore earncftly to 
write. 

The de^th of the Abbele Jay having deprived 
me of the ufe of his library, in which I had found 
hiftorians, mythologifts, fathers of the church, and 
literati i-^^Cotrou and Rouille, for inftance, who cali 
Horatius Codes a one-eyed worthy ; Maimbourg^ of 
a tafte equally elevated ; Rerruyere^ who wrote the 
hiftory of the people of God in the ftyle wherein 
Bitaube has tompofed his poem called Jofeph; the 
chevalier de Folard^ of a very diflferent caft, whofe 
military details appeared to me much more rational 
than the refleftions of the Jefuits ; the Abbe Banier^ 
who annufed me a great deal more thjfln the Abbe 
Fleury ; Coftdillac, and father Jndre^ whofe metaphy- 
fics, applied to eloquence, and to the beautiful of 
every kind, gave me Angular delight ; fome poems 
by Voltaire ; the moral effays of Nicole ; the Lives of 
the Fathers in the Wildernefs^ and that of Defcartes 
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by Andre Bailletj Bofuees Ui^erfal Hiftory; the 
letters of St. Jerome^ and the romance of Don 
^ixotSy with a thoufand others equally congruous.:— 
this library failing me, I was forced to have recourfe 
to the boqkfellers. My father being ill qualified to 
ieleft, aflced for whatever I pointed out, my choice 
generally falling on the works of which I had been 
enabled to form fome idea by the quotations and ex- 
trads I had found in thofe I had already read. In 
that way tranflations of Diodorus. Siculus, and 
other ancient hiftorians, attrafted my notice. I 
was alfo defirous of reading the hiftory of my own 
country in fome other writer befides Mezeray, and 
accordingly pitched upon the Abbe Velly^ and his 
continuators far lefs interefting than himfelf, in pe- 
riods, where, with his talents, they might have been 
more fo. Pafcal^ Montefquieu^ Locke^ Btirlamaquiy and 
the principal French dramatifts, next engaged my 
attention. I had no plan, nor any end in view, but 
to improve myfelf and acquire knowledge. I felt a 
fort of neceflity of exercifing the aftivity of my 
mind, and of gratifying my ferious propenfities. I 
panted after happinefs, and could find it only in a 
powerful exertion of my faculties. I know not 
what I might have become, if placed in the hands 
of a ikilful preceptor : it is probable that by apply- 
ing folely or principally to a particular ftudy, I 
might have extended fome branch of fcience, or have 
acquired talents of a fuperior kind. But fhould I have 
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been better or more ufeful ? That is a queftion which 
I leave others to refolve:' certain it is, that I could not 
have been more happy. I know of nothing comparable 
to that plenitude of life, of peace, of fatisfaftion, to 
thofe days df innocence and ftudy. They were not, 
however, unmixed with trouble,, from which the life 
of man Upon earth is never exempt. 

I HAD generally feveral books on hand at a time, 
fome ferving for ftudy, others ftanding me in the ftcad 
of recreation. Hiftorical works of length, as I have 
already obferved, were read aloud in the evening, 
which was almoft the only time I fpent with my mo- 
ther. The whole of the day I paffed in the folitude 
of the clofet, in making extracts, or in meditation. 
As long as the fine weather lafted, we went on holidays 
to the public walks ; and my father carried me be- 
fides to all the exhibitions either of pictures or other 
works of ^rt, fo frequent at ftiris in thofe days of 
lu:niry, and of profp^rity, as it was then called. He 
enjoyed himfelf much on thefe occafions, when he had 
it in his power to make an agreeable difplay of his 
fuperiority by pointing out to my obfervation what 
he underftood better than I ; and was proud of the 
taftel difcovered as of his own work. That was our 
point of contraft : in thofe cafes we were truly in 
unifon. My father never loft an ojiportunity of ftiew- 
ing himfelf to advantage ; and it was evident that he 
was fond of being feen in public, giving his ar^ to a 
well-drefled young woman, whole blooming appear- 
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ance frequently produced a murmur of admiration 
grateful to his ears. If any one accofted him. 
doubtful of the relation in which we flood to each 
other, he would fay, * My daughter,* with an 
air of modeft triumph, which I was not the laft to 
perceive, and which affefted me without making 
me vain, for I afcribed it entirely to parental affec- 
tion. If I' chanced to fpeak, he might be feen 
examining, in thofe around, the effeft of my voice, 
or of the good fenfe I might have uttered, and alk- 
ing them by his looks, if he had not reafon to be 
proud. I w^s fenfible of thefe things ; and they fome- 
times made me more timid, without producing any 
awkward feeling : it feemed incumbent upon me to 
niake amends by my modefty for my father*^ pride. 
In the mean time, how did thefe worldly amufe- 
ments, thefe arts, the images they call up, arid the 
defire to pleafe, fo natural and fo ftrong in woman- 
kind, agree with my devotion, , my ftudies, my fo- 
ber reafon, and my faith ? That was precifely the 
origin of the trouble of which I have been 
Ipeaking, and of which the progrefs and effefls 
are well worthy of an explanation rather difficult to 
give. 

With the bulk of mankind, formed rather to 
feel than to think, the pafSons give the firfl fhock 
to their creed, when that creed has been imbibed 
from education. What but paffion produces fuch con- 
tradiftions between the principles that have been adop- 
ted, 
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ted, the dePires that thofe principles cannot extiaguiih^ 
and the inftitudons oiF a government ill calculated to 
reconqile th^m ? But in a young mind accuftomed to 
reSeft, and placed out of the reach of the feduc- 
tions of the world, it is reafon which firft- ^ives the 
alarm, and urges us to examine, before we have 
anyintereft to doubt. If my inquietude, however, 
had no felhih confiderations in view, it was not, on 
that account, independent of my fenfibility : I 
thought through the medium of my heart ; while 
my reafon, though obferving a ftrift impartiality, 
was by no means unconcerned in the operations of 
the mind. 

The firft thing that fhocked me in that religion, 
which I profefled with the ferioufnefs of a folid and 
confiftent mind, was the univerlal damnation of all 
thofe by whom it is denied, or to whom it has re- 
mained unknown. When,^Sfcftru£l:ed by hiftory, 
I had well confidered the extent of the earth, the 
fuccteflion of ages, the progrefs of empires, the vir- 
tues and the errors of fo many nations, I perceived 
weaknefs, abfurdity, and impiety, in the idea of a 
creator, who devotes to eternal torments thofe 
innumerable belTigs, the frail works of his hands, 
caft on the earth in the midft of fo many perils, and 
loll in a night of ignorance, from which they have 
already had fo much to fuffer. * I am deceived in 
this article of my creed, it is evident: am I not 
equally wrong in fome other? Li^t- me* examine.'— 
VOL. II, N From 
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From the moment a catholic has arrived at this ftage 
of reafoning, he is loft, for ever to the church. I 
^arfily conceive why priefts require a blind fubmiffion, 
and preach up fo ftrenuoufly that « religious faith, 
Tvliich adopts without examination, and adores 
without murmuring ; this is the bafis of their em- 
pire, which is deftroyed as foon as we begin to in- 
veftigate. Next to the cruelty oC damnation, the ab- 
furdity of infallibility, ftriick me, the moft ; and very 
foon it was rejefted likewife- * What truth is there 
then remaining ?' — ^That became the objeft of a re- 
fearch continued, during a number of* years, with an 
aftivity, and fometimes with an anxiety, of mind, 
difficult to defcribe. Critical, moral, philofophical, 
and metaphyfical writers became my favourite ftudy* 
I was on the hunt after whatever could point them 
out tq me ; and thei» analyfis and pomparifon became 
my principal employ, f •" had loft my confeffor, the 
monk of St. Victor's : the good M. Lallement was 
dead, to whofe worth and difcretion I am happy to 
have an opportunity of bearing witnefs. Being un- 
d^- the neceffity of makings choice of fome perfon 
to fucceed him, I caft my eyes upon the Abbe Mx)rel, 
who belonged to our parifti, and whom I had feen at 
my uncle's : , he was a little man, by no means 
wanting in undcrftanding, and profeffing the great- 
eft aufterity of principles, which was the motive 
that determined me in my choice. When my faith 
wavered, he ^««s fore to be the firft informed of it ; 
^ " . for 
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for I never could tell any thing but the truth. He 
was eager to put into my hands the apologifts and 
champions of Chriftianity. Behold me then clo- 
feted with the Abbe Gauchatj the Abbe Bergier^ Ab^ 
hadiSj HoHandy Clarke^ and the reft of the reverend 
phalanx, — ^I perufed them with critical feveiity/ and 
fometimes made notes, which I left in the book when 
I returned it to the Abbe Morel, who aiked with 
aftonilhment if I had written and conceived them* 
The moft whimfical part of the ftory is, that it was 
from thefe works that I firft got an idea of thofe which 
they pretended to refute, and noted down their titles, 
in order to procure them^ In this way did the trea-» 
tife on Tokraiimy the Diflionnaire Fhilofophiqite^ 
^ueJHons concerning the Encjclopedie^ the Bon Sens of 
the Marquis d'Argws, the Je'u^ijh Letters^ the Twr* 
iijh Spyy les Mc^ursj PEfprit^ Diderot, ^ d'Alembertj 
Raynal^ and the Syjleme de Id feature ^ pals facceflive- 
ly through my hands. 

The progrefs of my mmd was not going on alone. 
Nature Was making hers in every way. Although 
my mother had never precifely told me what I had 
to expefl:, (he had occafionaHy faid enough on the 
fubjeft in my prefence, and my grandmother in par- 
ticular had amufed herfelf too much by certain prc- 
diftions, to. leave any room for aftonifhment at the 
event. 

I REMARfcEix it with a fort of joy> as an initiation 
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into the clafs of grown perfoiis, and I announced- 
it to my mother, who embradbd me tenderly, de- 
lighted at the idea of my having paffed fo happily 
through a period, during which (he had been alarmed 
for my health. Previoufly to this occurrence I had 
been fom6times roufed in a furprifing manner from 
the moft profound fleep. My imagination had no 
concern in the bufinefs : it was too much occupied 
with ferious fubjefts, and my timorous -confcience 
guarded it too fcrupuloufly againft amufing itfelf with 
others, for it to be poffible that it fhould prefent to 
me what I had never allowed myfelf to try to compre- 
hend. . But an extraordinary ebullition irritated my 
fenfes during the hours of repofe, and operated of it- 
felf, by the mere force of an excellent conftitution, 
an effeft which was as perfedly^ unknown to me as 
the caufe. The firft fentiment that refulted from it 
was an unaccountable^ort of terror. 1^ had read in 
my Philotee^ that we are not permitted to derive any 
pleafure from our bodies unlefs in lawful marriage. 
This precept recurred to my mind. What I had ex- 
perienced might be called a pleafure : I was there- 
fore culpable, and in a way too that might occafion 
me the greateft fliame ajid forrow, fmce it was pre- 
cifely the offence mod difpleafing tg the Lamb 
without fpot. Great was the agitation in my poor 
heart, fervent were my piayers, and my mortifica* 
tions fevere ! How was a fimilar event' to be avoided 
in future ? for after all I had not forefeen it. True ; 

but 
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but I had not taken pains to prevent ft, at the inftant 
It was coming on. My vigilance accordingly became 
extreme. I perceived that one pofition expofed me 
more to It than another; and carefully avoided it. 
My uneafinefs was fo great, that it ufed afterwards to 
wake me before the cataftrophe. When I had been 
unable tp prevent it, I leaped out of bed, and (land- 
ing in the midft of winter, with my naked feet on the 
bare pavement*, I fupplicated the Lord, with foldeif 
arms, to preferve me from the temptations of the de- 
vil. I loft no time in, putting myfelf upon low diet ; 
and it has happened to me to pra<EHfe literally what the 
royal prophet has perhaps only given us, as an orien- 
tal figure of fpeech ; 1 mixed afhes with my bread, 
and moiftened it with my tears. I have made ifiore 
than one breakfaft on toaft fprinkled with aflies inflead 
of fait, by way of penance. Thefe repafts did me no 
more harm than the nodlurnal accidents, for the re- 
paration of which, I put myfelf upon fo ftrange a 
regimen. At laft I conceived that they might be 
trials which heaven pertnirted i©- order to keep us in 
humble diftruft of ourfelves ; and I called to mind the 
complaints of St. Paul, and his prayers to be delivered 
from * the thorn inthejlefh^ the meffenger of Satan 
that was given to buffet himJ' I fancied that it wa^ 
on this account, that St. Bernard ufed to throw 

* In France the bed-rooms are generally paved with hexagonal 
tilc8»— TVw/. 

himfelf 
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himfelf in the fnow ;' that St. Jerome covered hig 
body with fackcloth ; and that abftinence was fo. 
ftrenuoufly recommended to thofe who afpire to 
perfeftion. How humble and fervent was my devo- 
tion whenever fuch an accident had happened to me ! 
How much mufli my earneft voice, my humble 
attitude, the extraordinary glow of my complexion, 
and my bright and humid eyes, have added ,to 
the expreffion of a countenance full of candour and 
fenfibility ! What a mixture of innocence, of pre- 
mature fentiment, of good fenfe, and of fimpli-* 
city 1 In truth, I almoft confider myfelf as fortu- 
nate in being fent to prifon, in order to call to 
mind thefe ihterefting peculiarities, which never 
before came -into- my head, and by which I am highly 
affected. 

I ALREADY fee the carious at a lofs to know what I 
could fay on this fiibjedt to my gonfeflbr : but moll 
affuredly the 3if5culty they may find in conceiving 
it, is not greater than the embarraffment I under- 
went. It was in vain that the moft fcrupulous 
examination quieted my confcience as to- my will : 
I always returned to the principle of the Philotee^ 
and the argument thence to be inferred j and, in 
ftor't, if it were only a trial, it ought ftiU to be 
laid before my confeffor. How (hall I attempt 
it ? What name fhall I give it ? What flialf I de- 
fcribe ? or how exprefs myfelf ? — — ' Father, I accufe 
myfelf/--.* Well, child I'What could I fay next? 

My 
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My. heart began to beat, the blood ruflied into my 
face, and a dewy moifture difFufed itfelf over my 
whole frame. * I accufe myfelf— of having had emo- 
tions contrary to the chaftity of a chriftian/ Oh ! 
what an excellent phrafe ! Santeuil was not more 
delighted at finding his rhime, nor Archimedes with 
the folution of his problem, than I was pleafed with 
the expreffiom But if he ihould queftion me fur- 
ther ? Nay, but I have told all I can ; it is his bufmefs 
to know the reft. I trembled that day much more . 
than ufual in kneeling before the holy tribunal ; and 
my veil was pulled down to my chin. I was anxious, 
however, to eafe my heart of the heavieft of my 
accufations. * Have you at all contributed thereto ?' — 
*Ido not know, but my will was not concerned/ 
' — ' Have you read no bad books ?' — ^ Never.'—- 
* Entertained no improper thoughts P'-^— ^ Oh no ! 
I abhor them/ — ' Hem I go on.* I know not 
whether the Abbe Morel had any bad thoughts to 
combat at that monjent, but his prudjent referve 
not fuifering him to add any thing more, I looked 
upon his Hem ! Go on^ as tantamount to the order of 
the day, and concluded, that I was not fo criminal 
as I had fuppoied. He took care, however, in his 
final exhortation, to recommend to me to be watch- 
ful, and to remind me, that angelic purity was the 
virtue moft agreeable in the eyes of the Lord, w^ith 
other common-place maxims which I read every day. 
I was confirmed in 'my idea that it was a trial, and 

that 
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that I was right in my applications of St. Paul and 
other holy writers. My confciehce was delivered from 

' a very painful fcruple, and I • became in future free 
from agitation. It is inconceivable what good effects 
thisi habit of reftraint has produced on the whole 

. courfe of my life, notwithftanding the way in which 
it was contrafted. It has gained fuch an afcendance 
aver me, that I have maintained, from delicacy and 
a fenfe of reftit;ude, the feverity that firft fprung 
from devotion. I became miftiefs of my imagina- 
tion by dint of curbing it; I took a fort of diflike to 
every brutal and folitary gratification ; and in dan- 
gerous fituations have found a pleafure in remain- 
ing prudent, when feduftion would have led me to 
forget my reafon and my principles. Pleafure, like 
happinefs, I can fee only in the union of what charms 
the heart as well as the fenfes, and leaves behind it 
no regret. With fuch fentiments, it is difficult to 
forget, and impoffible to degrade, one'^ felf, at the 
fame time that they do not exempt us from what is 
properly called a tendei; paflion ; on the contrary, they 
perhaps increafe the quantity of fuel by which it is 
fed. I might add here, as in geometry, Q^E. D. 
But have a little patience I we have plenty of time to 
come at the proof. 

To the newly acquired fenfations of a well orga- 
nized frame, were infenfibly joined all the modifi- 
cations of the defire to pleafe. I was fond of look- 
ing welly I was pleafed at hearing it faid, and wil- 
lingly 
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ingly employed myfelf in whatever feemed likely 
to procure me that fatisfaftion. This, perhaps, is 
the place to draw my portrait, and it will be quite 
as well to infert it here a3 elfewhere. At fourteen 
years old, having already attained my full height, 
my ftature was, as now, about five feet* j my leg 
was well made ; my foot well fet on ; my hips 
high and prominent ; , ray cheft broad, and nobly 
decorated ; my flioulders flat j my carriage firm 
and graceful ; and my walk light and quick : — ^fuch 
was the fifft coup^ d^cBtl. My face had nothing 
ftriking in it, except a great dftal of colour, and 
much foftnefs and expreffion. On examining each 
feature, * Where,* it might be faid, * is the beauty ?' 
Not a fingle one is regular, and yet all pleafe. My 
mouth is a little wide j you may fee prettier every . 
day ; but you will fee none with a fmile more ten- 
der or engaging. My eyes, on the contrary^ are 
not very large, and the colour of the iris i$ hazel ; 
but they are fufEciently prominent, and arc crown- 
. ed with well-arched eye-brows, which, like my 
hair, are of a dark brown. My look is open, 
frank, lively, and tender, varying in its expreflSion 
like the affedionate heart of which it indicates the 
movements ; ferious find lofty, it fometimes afto- 
niflies ; but it charms much more, and never fails to 
keep attention awake. My nofe gave me fome un-^ 

* Near five feet four inches Englifli meafure. — Tranf 
VOL. II. o cafinefs ; 
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cafinefs ; I thought it a little too full at the end : 
but taken with the reft, efpecially in profile, its eflfeft 
is not amifs. My forehead, broad, high, with the 
hair retiring, at that early age, fupported by a very 
^ elevated orbit of the eye, and marked by veins in 
the form of a Y, that dilated on the flighteft emo- 
tion, was far from making fuch an infignificant 'figure 
as it does in many faces. As to my chin, which turns 
up a Ihtle at* the end, it has precifely the marks at- 
tributed by phyfiognomifts to the voluptuary. Indeed, 
when I combine all the peculiaritiq^ of my chJtrafter, I 
doubt if ever an individual fo well formed for plea- 
fure, tafted it fo little. A complexion clear rather 
than fair, a fireih colour, frequently heightened by 
the fudden flufh of a rapid circulation excited by the 
moft irritable nerves ; a fmooth fkin, a well-turned 
arm, a hand, which, without being fmali, is elegant, 
becaufe its long and taper fingers give it grace, and 
indicate addrefs ; . teeth white and regular ; and 
'the plumpnefs of perfeft health: — fuch. are the 
gifts with which nature had endowed me. I have 
loft many of them, particularly the fulnefs of my 
form, and the bloom and ruddinefs of my com- 
plexion ; but thofe which remain ftill hide five or 
fix years of my age, without any affiftance of art, 
fo that the perfons who are in the daily habit of 
feeing me, will hardly believe me to be more than 
two or three and thirty. It is only fince my beauty 
has begun to fade,, that I know what was its extent ; 

while 
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while in ks bloom I was unconfcious. of ita valaca^ 
which was probably augmented ^ my ignorance. 
I do not regret its lofs^ becaufe I have never abufed 
it J but I certainly fhould not be forry, provided 
my duty could be reconciled with my inclination, 
to turn the portion that remains to better account. 
My portrait ha& frequently been drawn, painted, 
and engraved,, but none of thefe imitations gives an 
idea of my perfon* : my likenefs is tery hard to 
hit, becaufe the. expreiiionof my foul is more ftrongly 
marked than the lines of my countenance. This an 
artift of common abilities cannot reprefent ; poffibly 
he does not even fee it.. My face takes animation in 
proportion to the intereft with which I am infpired, in 
the fame manner as my mind is devefoped in propor- 
tion to the mind with which I communicate. I 
feel myfelf fa ftupid with many people, Aat upon 
perceiving, my readinefs with perfons of wit, I 
have thought in. the fimplicity of my heart that I 
was indfib^pd for it to their clevernefs* I generally 
pleafe, becaufe I am fearful of offending ; but it 
is not given to all to find me handfome, or to difco- 
ver what I am worth. I can fuppofe that an old cox- 
comb, enamoured of himfelf, and vain of dif- 
playing the flender flock of fcience he has been fo 
long in acquiring^ might be in the habit of feeing me 
for ten years together without fuipeding I could do 

♦ The cameo. of Langlois is the leaftdcfej^iyc^ 

more 
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more than caft up a bill, or cut out a fliirt. It was 
not \9ithout realbn that Camillfe Definoulins was 
aftoniflied that ^ at my age, and with fo little beauty,^ I 

. had ftill what he calls adorers, I never fpoke to him 
in my life, but it is pjobable that with a perfonage 
of his ftamp I fliould be cold and filent, ifnotabfo- 
lutely repulfive.' He was not right in fuppofing me 

/ to hold a courts I hate gallaats as much as I defpife 

flaves, and know perfeftly well how to get rid of a 

flatterer. • What I yrant is efteem and good-will ; 

admire me afterwards if you pleafe ; but efteem 

and affeftion I muft have at any rate: this feldora 

fails with thofe who fee me often, and who poffefs, 

at the fame time, a found underftanding and a 

heart. .. 

That defire to pleafe, which animates a youthful 

brcaft, and excites fo delicious an emotion when 
we perceive the flattering looks of which we are the 
objeft, was curioufly combined with my virgin bafli- 
fulnefs, and the aufterity of my principlcB, and dif- 
fufed a peculiar charm over ihy perfon and my drefs. 
Nothing could be more decent than my garb, nor 
any thing more modeft than my deportment: 
though wifhing them to befpeak referve, and af- 
piring only to neatnefs, the greateft commenda- 
tions were' beftowed upon my tafte. Meanwhile, 
that renunciation of the world, that contempt of its 
pomps and vanities, fo ftrongly recommended by 
chriftian morality, accorded ill with the fuggeftions 

of 
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of nature. Their contradiftions at firfl: tormented 
me, but my reafoning nec^ffarily *tended to rules 
of conduft, as well as to articles of faith. I ap- 
plied myfelf with equal attention to the inveftiga- 
tion of what I ought to do, and the examination of 
what it was poffible for mq to believe: the ftudy 
of philofophy, confidered as the moral fciente, and 
the bafis of happinefs, 4)ecame my only one, and I 
referred to it all my reading and obfervation. 

The fame thing happened to me in metaphyfics 
and m^orality, that I had experienced in reading 
poetry : I fancied myfelf transformed into the per- 
fonage of the draniSi that had mod analogy with my. 
felf, or that I moft efteemed ; and adopted the pro- 
pofitions, with the novelty or brilliancy of which I 
had been ftruck : they remained my own, jill fome 
newer or more profound ^ifcuffion came in my way. 
Thus, in the controverfiaUclafs, I fided with the au- 
thors of Poit Royal ; their logic and their aufterity 
agreed with sfny tempeik of mind, while I felt an in- 
ftinftive averfion to the fophlflical, evafive, and flex- 
ible faith of the Jefuits. When I became acquainted 
with the ancient feels of philofophers, I gave the 
palm to the ftoics ; and endeavoured like them, to ' 
maintain that pain was no evil. That folly could not 
laft, but I perfifted in determining at leaft net to be 
overcome by it ; and my little experiments convinced 
me that I could endure the greateft torments without 
Uttering a cry. The night of my marriage deftroyed 

the 



( no ) 

the confidence I had till then preferved : it h true, 
furpr^e had fomo (hare in the bufinefS) and a novice 
of tW rigid order, may be expefted to bear an evil 
forefeen, better than one that €ame unawares, when 
the very contrary was looked for. ^ 

Turing two months that I ftudied Defcartes and 
Malebranche, I confidered my kitten, when (he 
mewed, merely as a piece pf mechanifm perform- 
ing its movements ; but in thus, fepatating fenti" 
ment from its figns, it feemed to me that I ^a& 
differing nature,, and robbing it of all its charms. 
I thought it infinitely more agreeable to give every 
thing a foul ; and ihould havse adopted that of 
Spinofa, rather than go without one. Helvetiui 
hurt me; be annihilated the mofl ravilhing ilia* 
lions ; and fliewed me every where a mean and re- 
volting lelf-interefl: : yet what fagacityl what happy 
ideas! I perfuaded myfel:^that Helvetius delineated 
mankind in the ftate to, which they had been reduced 
by the corruption of focicty : I thought iftright to flu- 
dy him, in order to frequent what is called the world, 
without being its dupe ; but I took good care not to 
adopt his principles for the purpofe of eflimating man 
IB his unadulterated ftate, or appreciating my own ac- 
tions. I felt myfelf pofTefTed of a generofity of foul, 
of whic^ he denied the exiftence. With what de- 
light did I oppofe to his fyftem the fublime traits of 
hiftory, and the virtue of the heroes it has celebra- 
ted ! I never read the recital of a glorious deed with- 

out 
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out faying to myfelf, * It is thus Aat I (hould have 
acted.' I became a paffionate admirer of repub- 
lies, becaufe it was there that I found the mod vir- 
tues to awaken my admiration, and the men befl de- 
ferving of my cfteem. I was perfuaded, that their 
forra of polity was the only one calculated to pro- 
duce both : I felt myfelf ngt unequal to the former ; 
I rejefted with difdain.the idea of uniting myfelf 
with a man inferior to the latter ; and I afked, with 
a figh, why I was not bom a repu^)lican. 

My mother, my amiable little uncle, Mademoifelle 
d'Hannaches, and myfelf, made a journey to Ver- 
failles, which was fofcly intended to (hew me the court, 
and the place it inhabited, and to amufe me with 
its pageantry. We lodged in the palace. Madam le 
Grand, the Dauphinefs*3 woman, well knowij to the 
Abbe Bimont, by means of her fon, who Was his 
fchool-fellow, and of whom I fliall have occafion 
to fpeak hereafter, not being in waiting, lent us 
her apartment. It was a garret, in the fame cor- 
ridor with that of the Archbifliop of Paris, and fo 
clofely adjoining, that it was neceflary for the pre- 
late to fpeak in a low tone of voice, to avoid being 
overheard : the fame precaution was neceffary ca 
our part. Two rooms indifferently furnifhed, over 
one of which it was contrived to lodge a valet^ 
and to which the avenue was dark, and rendei:ed 
infupportable by the ftench of the privies — fuch 
was the habitation which a duke and peer of France 

did 
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did not difdain to occupy, that he might be njore 
at hind to gc^ creeping every morning to their 
majeflies levee : this prelate, however, wis no other 
than the rigid Beaumont. For one entire week we 
were conftant fpeftators of the public and private 
dinners (^les petits et grand converts J of all the royal 
family, whether affembled in one party, or divided 
into feveral, and attended them at mafs, in their 
walks, at their card parties, and in the drawing-* 
room. 

The different acquaintances of Madam le Grand 
fecilitated our admiffion ; while Mademoifelle d*Han- 
riaches thruft herfelf forward with the greateft 
affurance upon ev^ry occafion, ready to throw her 
name in any 6ne*s face who,fhould dare to oppofe 
her pafiage, and taking it for granted, that they 
mud ireeds read in her grotefque countenance fix 
hundred years of well-afcertained nobilityl She 
recollefted two or three of the king's guards, whofe 
pedigrees flie recited with the greateft accuracy, 
taking care to prove herfelf precifely the relation 
of him whofe name was the moft ancient, and who 
appeared to me neverthelefs to be a very infigni- 
ficant perfonage at court. The handfome face of 
a fpruce young clergyman, like my uncle Bimont, 
and the imbecil fiauteur of the ugly d'Hannaches, 
were not wholly out of place at Verfailles j but the 
cheeks of my refpeftable mother, unplaftered with 
rouge, and the plainnefs of my apparel, befpoke us 

citizens-; 



( "3 ) * 

citizens ; aiid if my youth or my eyes drew forth i, 
word or two, they were modulated with a tc^ of 
condefcenlTon that gave me little lefs offence thaa 
the compliments of Madam Boifmorel. Philofo- 
phy, imagination, fentiment, ^nd calculation, were 
all bufy upon this occafion. I was not infenfible 
to the effeft of a great difplay of magnificence, but 
I felrlndignant at its being intended to fet off a few 
certain individuals, s^lready too powerful, though in 
themfelves deferving but little regard. I liked bet- 
ter to look at the ftatues in the gardens, thanat the 
great perfonages in the palace ; and when my mo- 
ther afked me if I were pleafed with my excurfion, 
* Yes,* faid I, '• if it terminate fpeedily : if we {lay 
but a few days longer, I fliall fo peifeftly deleft the 
people I fee, that I fliall not know what to^dp with 
my hatred/ — ^ Why, what harm do they do you ?— 
*' They give me the feeling of injuftice, and oblige 
me every moment to contemplate abfurdity.* I fighed 
at the recolleftion of Athens, where I could have equal- 
ly admired the fine arts, without being annoyed with 
the fpeftacle of defpotifm. Fancy tranfported me all 
over Greece ; I affifted at the Olympic games, and 
Was out of all patience at being a Frenchwoman. En- 
chanted with what I had feen in the golden period 
of the republic, I paffed over the ftorms by which it 
had been agitated : I forgot the exile of Ariftides, 
the death of Socrates, and the condemnation of 
Phocion. I little thought that heaven referved me 
VOL. II. r to 
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to be witnefs of errors, fimilar to thofe of which 
f bey were the viftims, and to participate in the glory 
of the fame perfecution, after having profeffed the 
fame principles. Heaven kno^s that the misfortunes 
which affeft only myfelfhave extorted from me neither 
fighs nor. complaints: I only feel thofe which afflid 
my country. At the time of the diffenfion between 
the court and the parliament in 1771, my difpofition 
and opinions attached me to the party of the latter ; 
I procured ;kll th|fr Temonftrances, and was mod 
pleafed with' thofe which contained the ftrongeft 
things expreffed in the boldeft ftyle. The fphere of 
my ideas continually enlarged. My own happinefs, 
and the duties to the performance of ^hich it might 
be attached, occupied my mind at a very early period ; 
the low of knowledge made me afterwards ftudy 
hiftory, and turn toy thoughts to every thing about 
me ; thetelation of our fpecies to the divinity fo vari- 
oufly reprefented, caricatured, and disfigured, attracted 
my attention, and at length the welfare of man in fo- 
ciety fixed it to a determinate point. 

In the midft of doubts, uncertainty, and invefti- 
gation, relative to thefe important matters, I rea- 
dily concluded, that the unity of the individual, if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf, that is to fay, the moft 
entire harmony between his opinions and aftions, 
was neceffary to his perfonal happinefs. Accord- 
Miglyj we ought to examine well what is right, and 
when we have found it, we fhould pradife it li- 

goroufly. 
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goioufly« There is a kind of juflice due to a manV 
felf^ even wetp he, living in the world alone: it is 
incumbent on him fo to legulate all his affections 
and habits^ that he may be the flav^ of none. A 
being is good initfelf, when all its parts com^ur to its 
prefervation, its maintenance, , or its perfedion : this is 
not lefs true in the morale than in the phyfical world. 
Juftaeis of ofganization, and an equipoife of humour s, 
conftitute healths wholefome aliments, and mo« 
derate exercife preferve it. The due proportion of 
our defires, and the harmony of the paffions, form 
the moral conftitution, of which wifdom alone can 
fecure the excellence and duratipn^ Its firft princi- 
ples originate in the intereft of the individual ; and in 
this refped it may be truly faid, that virtue, is noth- 
ing more than good fenfe zpplwd to moral purpofes^ 
But virtue, properly fo caEed^. can only fpnng from 
the relations of a being with his fellow-creatures :, a 
man is prudent as far as felf is concerned, virtuous in 
regard to other people.^ In fociety every thing is rela- 
tive : there is no independent happinefs : we are obli- 
ged to facrifice a part of what we might enjoy, in orf 
der to run no riik of lofing the whole, and to keep. a 
portion out of the reach of accident* Even, here the 
balance is in favour of reafon. However laborious 
xaay be the life of the honeft, that of the vicious mud 
be ftill more fo. That man can feldom be tranquil, 
who ftands in oppofijionto the intereft of the majori- 
ty J it is impoflibJe for him not.tq feel that he is. fur- 
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rounded by enemies, or by individuals about to be- 
come io i and this fituation is always painful, howe« 
ver flattering may be its appearances. Let%s add ta 
thefe cohfiderations, the fublime inftinQ:, which cor- 
ruption Ibay miflead, but which no falfe philofophy 
can ever annihilate ; which impek us to admire and 
love wifdom and generofity of conduft, as we da 
grandeur and fymmetry in nature and the arts — and 
we Ihall have the fource of human virtue independent 
of every religious fyftem, of the idle fancies of meta- 
phyfigs, and of the impofture of pricfts. As foon as 
I had combined and demonftrated thefe truths, my 
heart expanded with joy j they offered me a port in 
the ftorm, and I could now examine with lefs atixi* 
ety the errors of national crteds and focial inftitu- 
tions. Can the fublime idea of a divine Creator, whofe 
providence watches over the world, the immateriality 
of thie foiil, and its immortality, that confolatory hope 
of perfecuted virtue, be nothing more than amiable 
and fplendid chimeras ? But in how much obfcurity 
are thefe difficult problems involved ? What accumu- 
lated objeftions arife when we wifli to examine them 
with mathematical rigour ! No ; it is not given to the 
human mind to behold thefe truths in the full day of 
perfed evidence : but why jfhould the man of fenfibili- 
ty repine at not being able to demonftrate what he feels 
to be true ? , . 

In the filence of the clofet, and the drynefs of dif- 
cuilion, I can agree with the atheiil or the materialift, 
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as to the infolubility df certain queftions ; but wli^u 
in the country, and contemplating nature, my foul, 
full of emftion, foars aloft to the vivifying principle 
that animates them, to die almighty intelleO: that per- 
vades them, and to the goodnefs that makes ^e fcene 
fo delightful to my fenfes. Now, when immenfe 
walk feparate me from all I love, and when all the 
evils of fociety fall upon us together, as if to punifli 
us for having defired its greateft bl^ffings, I fee beyoni 
the limits of life the reward of our facrifices. 

How^ ? In what manner ?— I cannot fey j I only fee! 
fliat fo it ought to be*. 

The atheift is not, in my eyes, an evil-minded 
man : I can live with him as w#il, nay better thaii 
with the devotee j for h^ reafons more j but he wants 
a certain fenfe that I poffefs, and my mind does not 
perfedkly harmonize with /his : he is unmoved at the 
moft enchanting fpeftacle, and is feekmg for a fylio- 
glTm, while I am oflfering up my thanklgivings* 

♦ I write this on the 4th of September at eleven at night, the 
apartment next to me refounding with peals of laughter. The a6tret 
fes of the Theatre Francais were arrefted ycfterday, and condudled 
to St Pelagie. To-day they were taken to their own apaitmcnts, to 
witnefs the ceremony of the taking off the feals, and are now return- 
ed to the priibn, where the peace-ofEcer is fuppiog and amufing him- 
felf, in their company. The repaft is noify and frolicfome ; I catch 
the found of coarfe jefts, while foreign wines fparkle in the goblet. 
The place, the objefl, the perfons, and my occupation, form a con- 
trail not a little curious. 

ir 
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It was not all at once that I fixed myfelf in this 
firm and peaceful feat, in which, enjoying the truths 
that are demonftrated to me, and giving vsy without 
Icruple to feelings fo full of delight, I am content to 
remain ^norant of what cannot be known, and give 
myfelf no difturbance about the opinions of others. 
I have here fet down in a few words the refult of feve- 
ral years of meditation and ftudy, iti the courfe of 
which I have fometimes (hared in the fentiments oC 
the deift, in the atheift's incredulity, and in the fcep- 
tic's indifference. JBut always fm.c..«re, becaufc I had 
no inducement to change my faith in order to relax 
my morals, which were fixed upon principles that no 
prejudices could af^d, I fometimes felt the agitation 
of doubt, but never the torment of fear* I conform- 
ed to the eftablifhed worfliip, becaufe my age, my fax 
and my fituation, made it my duty fo to da ; but, in- 
capable of deceiving any one, I ufed to fay to the Abbe 
Morel, * I come to confeflion for the edification jof 
my neighbour, and to preferve my mother's peace of 
mind ; but I fcaicely know of what to accufe myfelf; 
I lead fo quiet a life, and my defires are fo moderate, 
that my confcience has nothing to reproach me with, 
at the fame time that I have no great merit in behaving 
with propriety. I am fometimes, however, too much 
taken up with the defire of pleafing, and give way to 
too great violence of temper, when any thing goes 
wrong. I am alfo too fevere perhaps in my judgment 
of others ; and, without fuifering it to manifeft itfelf, 
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I conceive too hafty an averfion to thofe who appear le 
be ftupid or dull 5 but in this I will be careful to 
correft myftlf. In the laft place, I am too abfent and 
too carelefs while atten^ng divine fervice ; for I ac- 
knowledge that we ought to be attentive to i^hatever • 
we think it requifite to perform, be the motive what it 
may.* The worthy prieft, who had exhaufted his 
library and his rhetoric to keep me in the path of belief, 
had the good fenfe to be pleafed* at finding me fo 
reafonable : he exhorted me, howevSr, to diftruft the 
fpirit of pride ; reprefented to me the advantages of 
religion in the bed way he was able ; thought proper 
to give me abfolutibn ; and was tolerably well fatisfied 
with my attending at the holy table three or four times 
a year, out of philofophical toleration, iince it was no 
longer the work of faith. When I went to receive the 
divine alinient, I could npt help thinking, on the words 
of Cicero, who faid, that, to complete the follies of 
men with refpedl to the Deity, it only remained for ^■ 

them to transform him into food^ and then to eat him. 
My mother's devotion growing greater every day, I 
became lefs able to deviate from the ordinary praftices 
of religion ; for there was nothing that I dreaded fo 
much as to affllft her. 

The Abbe le Grand, my uncle Bimont*s friend, 
fometimes vifit^'d us. He was a man of great good 
fenfe, who had nothing of his profeffion about him 
but his gown, in which he felt himfelf not a little 
awkward. His family had made him a prieft, becaufe 

one 
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<Mie out of three fons muft neceffarify enter into holy 
orders. Appointed chaplain to the prince of Lamballe, 
and penfioned after the death of his patron by Pen- 
thievre, he had fettled himfel£ in a parifh merely that 
he migHt have a fixed refidence, and had chofen it 
near his friend, in order to enjoy his fociety. Af- 
fefted with great weaknefs of fight, he became bMnd 
at a very early age ; and this accident, by foftering 
his tafte for refledion, had given him a very medita- 
tive turn. He was fond o£ chatting with me, and 
often brought me f>ooks, generally works of philofo- 
phy, on the principles of which he fpoke with great 
freedom. My tnother hardly ever bearing a part in 
' the difcuflion, I was afraid of carrying things to any 
great length : fhe did not, however, hinder me from 
reading, nor did flie blame the choice of my fubjefts. 
A Genevefe watchmaker, connefted in bufinefs with 
my father, a worthy man, who always kept a book 
among his tools, and had a tolerable library, with 
which he was better acquainted than many great lords 
are with theirs ; offered me the ufe of a treafure fo 
fuited to my tafte, and I availed myfelf of his kind- 
nefs. That kind M. More was a man of good fenfe, 
and could reafon, not only concerning his art, but 
concerning morals and- politics alfo ; and though he 
expreffed himfelf with a difficulty and tardinefs, 
that my patience found it hard to fupporf, he fhared 
with moft of his countrymen th^t folidity of intel- 
led which makes amends for a want of the graces. 

From 
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— From him I procured Buffon^. and many othef 
works. I mention this author by way of referring 
to what I have faid, in a foroier p^rt of my me- 
moirs, oi the jdircretioix with which I read htm. 
Philofophy, in calling forth the eoergiis^ of -«^y foidj 
and giving firomefs to my mind), did not dimini& 
the fcruples of fentimcnt^ or the fufceptibility of my 
imagination, againjl which I had reaibn to be fo much 
upon my guard. Natural philofophy firft, and thjCiai 
raatheniatics, exercifed my aftivity for a time. Nol- 
let, Reaumur^ and Bonnet^ who indulges his fancy 
upon wh^tt others defcribe, amufed me in their turns y 
as did Maupertuis^ who oQters into woful lamenta- 
tions while particularizing th^ pleafures of fnails* ; 
At length Rivard infpired me with the defire of be- 
coming a geometrician. Guering, a ftone-mafon aud 
furveyor, who with all his fimplicity was a man of 
great good fenfe and good nature, coming one day 
to talk with my father, found me fo clofely rivetted 
to Rivard's quarto, that I did not perceive his arri- 
val. He entered into converfation with me, obferved 
that Clairaut's Elements would much better anfwer 
the purpofe I bad in view ; and the next day brought 
me the copy he had in his ppfleffion. I found it to 
contain a fimpLe rjedadtion of the fkft principles of 
the flcience, and r^coUeaing at once that the work 
might be ufeftil to me, a^d that I could not with de- 
cency detain it from the proprietor fo long as I (hould 
like to keep it, I came to a refolution to copy it from 
VOL. 11. ' Q^ the 
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tfie beginning to the end, including fix plates of dia- 
grams. I cannot help laughing a|: this operation 
whenever it reci^rs to my mind ; any body but my- 
felf would have det^ermined to buy the book, but the 
thought never came into my head, while the* idea 
'of copying it occurred as naturally as that of prick- 
-ing a pattern for a ruffle, and was almofl: as fqon ef- 
fefted ; for the work was but a fmall oftavo* This 
curious manufcript is ftill, I believe, among my pji- 
pers. I was amufed with geometry as long as there 
was no need of algebra, with the drynefs of which 
I was difgufted as foon as I had got through fimple 
equations. I accordingly gave to the winds the mul- 
tiplioity of fradions, and thought it better to feaft 
upon a good poem than to ftarve myfelf with roots. 
In vain, fome years after, did M. Roland, while 
paying his addreffes, endeavour to recal my former 
tafte ; we made, indeed, a great many figures ; but 
the fcience of reafoning by X and Y was never fuffi- 
ciently attraftive to obtain much of my attention. 



September 5, / cut the Jheei to inclofe what I have 
jvritten in the little box ; for when I fee a revolutionarj 
army decreed^ new tribunals formed for Jh.dding innocent 
bloody famine impending^ and the tyrants at bay^ I augur 
that they muft have new vidims^ and conclude that no one 
isfure of living another day. 

My 
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Mt eorrefpondence with Sophia wasftill oneof iwjr 
greateft pleafures, the bonds of our friendfhip having^ 
been drawn clofer by fevefal journies whkth fhe had 
made to Paris. My fufceptible heart ftood in need, I 
will not fay of a chimera, but of a principal objeft foj 
its afFeftioi*^ efpecially for confidence and communi.- 
cation. EriendQiip oflfered them, and I cultivated it 
with delight* The footing I lived upon with my mo- 
ther^. agreeable as it was^ would jipt have fupplied 
the place of this affedion; it had too much of the 
gravity refulting from refpeft on the one part, and of 
authority on the other- My mother might know 
every thing ^ I had nothing to conceal from her ; but 
I could not tell her every thing : to a parent we may 
addrefs confeflions ; but it is to 2tn equal alone, that? 
weentraft the fecrets of the heart., 

AecoRDiNGJLY, without afldng to read the letters 
I wrote to Sophia, tuy mother was defirous that I 
• fliould let her fee them, and our arrangement in this- 
refpeft had fomething whimfical.in it. We had under- 
ftood one another without a word on the fubjcfl* 
When I heard from my friend, which> I did^ regularly 
every week, I read to her a few fentences of the let- 
ter^ but did not communicate the whole. When I 
had written an anfwer, I left it for a day, made up and 
direfted,. upon my^tablej but unfealed ; my mother 
fcarcely ever failed to run it over, though feldom in 
my prefence, ot if it fo hap5)ened, I always found 
fome p^tence for retiring. Whether ihe faw it or not, 

the 
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Hke period fuppofed neceffary fot her doing fo 
being elapfed, Ifealed my letter, but not dways with- 
out adding a poftfcript. It never happened to her to 
make any mention of what (he had read ; but I did 
not fail to inform her by thife means of all that I wiih- 
ed her to know of my difpofition, my tafte^ and my 
opinidns j and I fet them forth with a freedom which 
Ifhbuld not have dared to take with her in perfon. 
My franknefs had its full fcope, for I felt that I. had 
a right to exercife it without any one's having a right 
to take it amifs. I have often thought fmce, that, had 
I been in my mother's place, I fliould have wiflied to 
become my daughter's friend in the fuUeft fenfe of the 
word J and if I have any regret at prefent, it is that 
mine is not what I was at that time : we fhould then 
be con^panions, and I fhould be happy* But my 
mother, though her heart was excellent, had fome- 
thing cold in her manner : flie had more prudence 
than fenfibility, and was rather referved than affec- 
tionate. Perhaps , too, perceiving an ardour in me 
that would have hurried me to greater lengths than 
herfelf, (he fo conduced herfelf, as to kt me go on 
without reft raint, but without familiar ity. She was 
fparing of carefTes, although her eyes beamed with 
tendemefs and love, and were generally fixed upon 
me. I was fenfible of the kindnefs of her heart, 
, and my own returned the vibrations of affe^on j but 
the referve that hung about her, called forth a xir- 
cumfpeQ;i<Hi on my part, from which I ithould other- 
wife 
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wife have b^en free. Any one would have fuppofeff 
that the diftance between us had increafed when I 
was tio longer a child. There was a d^nity about 
my mother, of a gentle kind it is true, but it was dig- 
nity AilL The tranfports of my ardent foul were 
repreffed by it, and I only knew the full extent of my 
attachment to her, by the defpair and delirium that I 
fell into at her death. My days paffed away in. de- 
lightful tranquillity. I fpent the greater part in foli- 
tary ftudies, tranfported by my imagination to the 
remote ages of antiquity, of which I reviewed the 
hiftoty and the arts, and examined the precepts and 
opinions. Mafs in the morning, a few hours that 
we fpent in reading together, our repafts and our 
vifits made up the only portion of time that I 
paffed in my mother's company. We went abroad 
but feldom, and when vifitors came who were not 
to my liking, I contrived to remain in my clofet, 
which my mother was too kind to oblige me to 
quit. Sundays and holidays were devoted to our 
walks : fometimes we extended them to a confider- 
able diftance, and at laft got into the habit of 
doing fo, in confequerice of the preference I gave to 
the country over the formal gardens of the metro- 
polis. I was, however, by no means infenfible to 
the pleafure of appearing occafionally in the public 
walks. They afforded at that period, a very bril- 
liant fpeftacle, in which the youth of botli fexes 

i always had an agreeable part to play. Perfonal 
I graces 
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graces conftantly obtained there the homage of ad- 
miration, which modefty cannot but perceive, and 
of which the heart of a young girl is always co- 
vetous. But it did not fatisfy mine : I experienced 
after thefe walks, during which my vanity, power- 
fully excited, was upon the watch for whatever 
could fhew me oflF to advantage, and prove to 
me that I had not loft my time, an infupportable 
vacuity, an uneafmefs and difguft, which made the 
pleafurcs of vanity too dear a purchafe. Accuftom- 
ed to*refleft, and to render an account of my fenfa- 
tions to myfelf, I made a ftriO: inquiry into the 
caufe of this inquietude, and found fufficient room 
to exercife my philofophy. 

' Is it then,* faid I to niyfelf, ' to pleafe the eye, 
like the flowers' of a parterre, and to receive a few 
evanefcent praifes, that perfons of my fex are 
brought up in the pradice of virtue, and enriched 
with talents ? What means this intenfe delire of 
pleafure which preys upon me, and which does 
not make me happy, even when it fliould feem that 
it ought to be moft gratified ? What are to me the ad* 
miring eyes, and foftly murmured compliments, of 
a crowd, of which I have no knowledge, and which 
is compofed of perfons, whom, did I know them, 
1 fhouH probably defpife ? Did I come into 
the world to wafte my exiftence in frivolous cares 
and tumultuous* fenfations ? — No : I have doubtlefs 
a nobler dcftination ! The admiration which I 

fo 
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fo ardently feel for whatever is virtuous, wife, exalted, 
and generous, tells me that | am called to praftifc 
thefe things. The fublime and rapturous duties of a 
wife and a mother will ou fome future day be mine ; 
it is in rendering myfelf capable of fulfilling them, that 
ray early years ought to be employed ; I ought to 
ftiidy their importance, and to learn, by keeping my 
own inclinations within bounds, how to direct here- 
after thofe of my children ; by the Jiabit of governing 
jny paflions, and by the care of cultivating ray mind, 
I ought tofecure to myfelf the means of giving happi- 
nefs to the mod delightful of focieties, of providing a 
never-failing fource of felicity for the man who Ihall 
deferve my heart, and of communicating to all about 
us, a portion of the blifs with which I (hall crown his 
wifhes, and which ought to be the entire work of toy 
own hands/ 

Such were the thoughts that agitated my bofom. 
Overcome with emotion,! fhed a flood of tears, while 
my heart exalted itfelf to that fupreme intelligence, 
that firfl: caufe,. that gracious providence, that prin- 
ciple of thought and of fentiment, which it felt the 
neceflicy of believing and acknowledging. ' O thou 
who haft placed me on the earth, enable me to fulfil 
my deftination. in the manner moft comformable to 
thy divine will, and moll beneficial to the welfare of 
my fellow-creatures.* 

This unafFefted prayer, as fimple as the heart 
that diftated it, is become my only one ; never have 

the. 
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the doubts of philofophy, npr any fpecies of diflipa- 
tion, been able to dry <ip its fource. In the midll of 
the tumult of the world, and in the depth of a dun- 
geon, I have pronounced it with equal fervour. I 
pronounced it with tranfport in the rrioft brilliant cir- 
cumftances of my life; I repeat it in fetters with re- 
fignation; ansfious in the former to guard againft 
every aflfection unworthy of my fituation ; careful in 
the latter to preferve the neceffary fortitude for fup- 
poTting me in the trials to which I am expofed ; per- 
fuaded that, in thecourfe of things, there are events 
which human wifdom cannot prevent ; and convinced 
that the mod calamitous ones cannot overpower a firm 
mind ; and that peace at home, and fubmiflion to 
neceffity, are the elements of happi|iefs, and con- 
ftitute the true independence of the fage and of the 
hero. 

The country prefented objefts more analogous to 
my habits of meditation, to my ferious, tender and 
penfive difpofition, fortified by refleftion and the 
developement of a feeling heart. We often went to 
Meudon : it was my favourite walk. I preferred its 
wild woods, its folltary ponds, its avenues of pines, 
and its towering trees, to the fiequented paths and uni- 
form coppices of the Bois de Boulogne^ to the orna- 
mented gardens of Belle-vue, or the dipt and right- 
lined viftas of St. Cloud.—' Where (hall we go to- 
morrow, if the weather be fine ? faid my father on 
the Saturday eve^ings during fummer — ^He then look- 
ed 
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ed at me ymth a fiaiile— * (hall we go to St. Cloud? 
the water- works are to play f there will be a world 
of company/—* Ah, papa ! if you would go to Meu^ 
don I fliould be much'better pleafed.' By five o'clock 
on Sunday morning every body was ftirring ; a light, 
neaty and fimple drefs, a feVtr flowers, and a gauze 
veil, announced the projeQ: of the day. The odes 
of RouiTeau, a volume of Corneille, or of fome other 
author, were the only baggage I took with me. We 
fet oflf all three, and embarked at the Pont-Royal, 
"which I could fee from my window, on board of a 
little boat, that, in the filence of a fmooth and rapid 
navigation, condufted us to the fliores of Belle-vue, 
not far from the glafs-houfe, of which the black co- 
lumn of fmoke is vifible at a confiderable diftance. 
Thence by a fteep afcent we proceeded to the avenue 
of Meudon, about the middle of which flood a little 
cottage on the right, that became one of our refting 
places. It was the abode of a milk<*woman, a widow, 
who lived there, having two c6ws and forae poultry#v 
As it was advifeable to make the moft of dayjight 
for our exGurfion, it was agreed it fhould ferve us as 
a hkltihg'place on our return, and that the good 
womSm fliould furnifli us with a bowl of milk fiom 
the cow. That was fo regular a thing, that in 
walking up the avenue we never failed to call at the 
milk- woman's to tell her we fliould be with her 
in the evening or the next morning, and not to for- 
get the bowl of milk. The good woman received 
VOL. ifa R us 



us with much kindnefs ; and our repaft, feafoned 
with a little brown bread and a great deal of good 
humour, had the appiearance of a little feaft, of 
which fome memorial was fure to remain in the milk- 
woman's pocket* We took our dinner at the lodge 
of one of the porters belonging to the park : but the 
defire I had of ftriking into a folitary path led us to 
the difcovery of a retreat very much to my tafte. 
One day, after having wandered a long time in an 
tmfrequented part of tHe wood, we came to an open 
and folitary fpot, at the end of an avenue of lofty 
trees, under, which a paffenger was feldom feen. A 
few other trees fcattered over a charming lawn feiyed 
to mafk a neat little cottage two ftories high. * Ah! 
what have we here ?' — ^Two fine children were play- 
ing before the door, which was ftanding wide open. 
They had neither the appearance of children of 
the town, nor thofe enfigns of wretchednefs fo com- 
mon in the country. We drew near ; and perceived 
upon the left a kitchen garden, where an old man was 
at work. To walk in, and enter into converfation 
with him, was the bufinefs of a moment. We 
learned that the name of the place was Ville-bonne ; 

that its inhabitant was the water-balifF of the MoU" 
tin RougCj whofe office it was to fee that the ca- 
nals conveying water to different parts of the 
park were kept in repair j that the flender falary of 
that place helped to fupport a young couple, the 
parents of the children whom he had feen, and of 

whom 
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whom the old man was the grandfether j and that the 
wife employed herfelf in the cares-of the hoiifehold, 
Axrhile he cultivated the garden, the produce of which, 
the fon carried to town to fell at his leifure. The gar- 
den was^ longfquare, divided into four parts, round 
each of which was a walk of fuiBcient width j in the 
centre a bafon of water, which facilitated the bufinefs 
of watering ;. and at the farther end an arbour of 
yews inclofing a ftone bench, aflFording at once both 
(helter and repofe* Flowers interfperfed among the 
culinary herbs gave the garden a gay and agreeable 
appearance ; while the robufl and contented gardener, 
who converfed with equal good humour and good 
fenfe, reminded me of the old man of jthe banks of 
the Galefus, whom Virgil has fung. A tafte for 
fimplicity would alone have made fuch an encoun- 
ter ageeable ; but my fancy did not fail to invert, it 
with a tl\oufand imaginary charms* We aflced whether 
they were in the habit of affording entertainment to 
ftrangers ? — ^ Very few come here,* faid the old man ; 
' the place is little known ; but when they do, we wil- 
lingly ferve up to them the produce of our farm^yard 
and our garden. We begged to have fomething for 
dinner, and were furnifced with new-laid eggs, vege- 
tables, and a falad, in a delightful arbour of honey- 
fuckle behind the houfe. I never made fo agreeable 
a repaft : my heart dilated in contemplating the 
tranquillity and innocence of fo charming a fitua- 
tion. I fondled the Jittle children, afid expreiM 

great 
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gtezt veneration for the old man. ^e young 
woman feemed delighted at having us in the houfe. 
Wc were told that they had two rooms which they 
ihould have no objedion to let to any body that would 
take them for three months, and we had fome idea of 
taking them. But that agreeable projeft was never 
realized ; nor have I ever been at Ville-bonne fince ; 
for Meudon had been our place of refort long before 
we made that difcovery, and we had fixed upon a 
little inn in the village for our lodging whenever 
two holydays coming together permitted us to pro- 
long our abfencc. It was at that inn, the fign of 
which I think was . the Queen of France, we met 
with a laughable adventure. We were put into a 
room with. two beds, in the largeft of which I llept 
with my mother j the other in a corner ferved for 
my father alone. One night, juft after he had got 
into bed, the fan^y took him of drawing his cur- 
tains perfeftly clofe, and he pulled them fo ftrongly 
that the tetter fell upon him and covered him up 
completely. After a moment of alarm, we all 
began to laugh very heartily at the accident; 
the tetter having fallen exaftly in fuch a way as to 
inclofe my father without hurting him. We call- 
ed for aflittance to fet him at liberty; the good 
woman of the houfe came ; was aftonifii^d to fee 
her bed decapitated ; and exclaimed, with the ut- 
moft fimpHcity, * My God ! how could this happen ? 
it is feventeen years fince the bed was put up ; and 

in 
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in all that time it has never budged an inch/ The 
logic of , the hpftefs made me laugh more than the 
fall of the tefter. I often found an occafion to ap- 
ply it, or rather to compare it with the argoments 
I heard in company ; and ufed to fay to my mother 
in a whiter, This is quite as good as the feventcen 
years to prove that the bed ought not to have given 
way. 

Delightful Meudon ! how often beneath thy re- 

frelhing fjjade have 1 bleffed the great Author of niy 

exiftence, defiring what might at fome future time 

render it complete : but it was that charming fenti- 

ment of defire without impatience, which only ferves 

to gild the clouds of futurity with the rays of hope. 

How often in thy cool retreats have I gathered the 

variegated fern, and the brilliant flowers of the 

orchis ! How did I love to reft myfelf under the 

lofty trees bordering the glades, through which I ufed 

to fee the fwift and timorous doe go bounding along ! 

I recolle.6l the more /ombre fpots, whither ^e retired 

during the heat of > the day. There, while my father, 

ftretchcd upon the greenfward, and my mother, 

foftly reclined on a heap of leaves which I had 

coUefted for the purpofe, enjoyed their afternoon's 

nap, did I contemplate the majefty of thy filept 

groves, admire the * beauty of nature, and adore 

the Providence whofe benefits 1 felt ! The glow 

of fentiment heightened the colour of my humid 

cheeks, and my h^art enjoyed all the delight of the 

terref- 



tcrreftrial paradlfe- An account of my excyrfions, 
and of the pleafure they afforded me, found its way 
■into my correfpondence with Sophia : fometimes 
my profe was intermingled with verfe, the irregular, 
but eafy, and fometimes happy effufions of a mind 
to which all was pifture, life, and felicity.. 

Sophia, as I have already obferved, found her- 
felf thrown into a fociety, where fhe had none of 
the comforts which fhe knew me to enjoy in my foli- 
tude. I was acquainted with feveral of her .family, 
and learned from their company to rate my retirement 
at a higher price. 

In her journies to Paris with her mother fhe ufed 
to alight at thehoufeof two coufms, whofe names 
were De Lamotte. They were old maidens, one of 
whom, a four devotee, never flirred from her cham- 
ber, where fhe faid her prayers, fcolded the fervants, 
knitted flockings, and reafoned with tolerable acute- 
nefs about her perfonal interefts : the other, a good 
fort of woman, fat in the parlour, did the honours of 
the houfe, read the pfalms, and took a hand of cards. 
Both of them were very proud of their noble birth, 
and could fcarcely conceive it pofTible to keep compa- 
ny with perfons whofe father at Icaft had not been 
ennobled ; and, without daring to wear it, carefully 
preferved thej^r^ of which their mother had had the 
train borne after her to church, as a mark of family 
confequerice; They iiad taken under their care a 
young woman, their relation, wliofe flender fortune 

they 
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they'purpofed augmenting, provided fhe could find 
a gentleman to marry her. The young woman^ 
Mademoifelle d'Hangardy was a tall, luf^y brunette,' 
of a ruddy complexion, and enjoying a ftate of health 
fo vigorous as almqft to alarm, whofe rufticityof ap- 
pearance ill concealed a petulant temper and a narrow 
mind. But the moft curious piece of houfehold goods 
was counfellor Perdu, a widower, who had confumed 
his eftate in doing nothing, and who had been put to 
board with his coufms by his fifter (my Sophia's mo- 
ther,) that he might pafs the lafl years of his worth- 
lefs exiftence in a decent way. Mr. Perdu, who was 
wonderfully plump and fleek, devoted the greater 
part of the morning to the^ care of his perfon, dined 
with an excellent appetite while curfing the diflies, 
and paffed in diflcrtatlons at the Luxembourg*, 
feveral liours of every day, which was fure to clofe 
with a game of piquet. He was ftill prouder of his 
gentility than his old coufins, and piqued *himfelf 
upon having all the airs and principles of a man 
of noble birth.' When fpeaking to Sophia of her 
uncle, I always called him the commandant, fo 
ftrongly did he refemble the commandant in Cre- 
billion's Pere de FamiUe. The commandant then al- 
ways affumed a great air of fuperiority with his 
nieces, affefting to temper it with the condefcen- 
fions of politenefe ; but there was fomething whimfical 

♦ A public garden at Paris. — Tranf. 

in 
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fai his behaviour to Mademoifclle d'Hangard, whofe 
frefh complexion and continual prefence, inflaming his 
imaginatioi^ infpired him with fenfations which he 
daf ed not betray, and which fometimes put him: out 
of humour with his nephew. 

The nephew, who topk the name of Selincour*^ was 
'a tall young man, with a gentle look and a foft voice^ 
not unlike his fifter Sophia, fenfible in his coaverfation, 
and agreeable in his manners, to which a fort of ba(h- 
fulnefs was no difadvantage ; fuch at leaft was my 
opinion, even when it became more than ufually per- 
ceptible in his intercourfe with me. Probabilities, 
and the wiflies of the family, appeared to point 
him out as a proper fuitor for Mademoifelle d'Han- 
gard. 

As to Mefdemoifelles Lamotte's fociety, it was 
compofed of a Count d^EJfales^ created a Chevalier 
of St. Louis in Canada, where he had married the 
governor's daughter; taking care to keep at a 
lefpeftful diftance from great guns, ignorant, 
overbearing, and garrulous, he came to play a 
party of piquet with the Marchionefs de Cailiavillej 
an antiquated dowager, with whom he had more 
than one game going on, which the good old dam- 
fels did not perceive. Madam Bermer^ a rigid Jan- 
fenift, but otherwife a fenfible woman, whofe huf- 

* In France it is cuftomary for the fons to aflfume the names of 
^ different eftatesi and fometimes fuch as are merely diftated by 

band 



C 137 ) 

band had quitted the parliament of Brittany after the 
affair of la Chalotais, ufed to come ^Ifo, but lefs fre- 
quently, with her two daughters, the one a fcholar^ 
the other a devotee^ The tender heart of the latter 
would have gained my affedion ; but her wry neck 
fupported with difficulty a head fo crammed with reli- 
gion, that theie was no room for any thing like rea- 
fon. The fcholar, with rather too much loquacity, 
was poffeffed of judgment and tafte enough juft to 
render a repulfive figure fupportable. But M. de 
Vouglans foared above them all. A delineation of his 
charafteV would be fuperfluous to thofe who have read 
the book entitled Rcafons for my Faith in Jefus Chnji^ 
by a Magi/irate^ and . his Colledion of Penal Laws^ an 
elaborate compilation, in which equal induflry, faha- 
ticifm, and atrocity were difplayed. I never met 
with a man by whofe fanguinary intolerance I was fo 
much {hocked. He took particular pleafure in con- 
verfing with father Romain Jolf, a little old monk, 
Mefdemoifelles Lamotte's confeiTor, who made vdrfes 
againfl Voltaire, in which he comfared him to the 
devil, and who was for ever quoting in the pulpit the 
Qiipitularies of Charlemagne, and the edi£l:s of our 
monarchs. I have had the^ood fortune to dine with 
him at the table of the Lamottes, to hear him preach 
at my own parifh church, and to read his Phaeton ; 
and he would afford me an excellent caricature,' if I 
had courage enough to fhake folly, hypocri(y, ^nd 
the mod puerile learning, out of his gown. So- 
voL. lu s phia's 



phia's friend made a curious figure in this fociety, of 
which the members lamented when her back was turn- 
ed, that fo well difpofed a young woman wa5 not of 
noble birth, I do not even doubt but that the com- 
mandant had, in his great wifdom, deliberated whe- 
ther fuch a connexion were proper for his niece. But 
the yoimg woman was well bred, and behaved with a 
decorum which the old maiids highly approved ; and 
unlefs when expreffions efcaped her, which favoured 
cf wit, and which he was fure to animadvert upon to 
his nieces, the commandant himfelf could not altoge- 
ther withhold his praife. He would Qven take charge 
of Sophia's letters, and bring them to my mother's ; 
a thing that Selincour would have done more readily, 
if his fifter had confented to entruft them to his 
care. 

The infignificance and oddities of thefe perfon- 
ages, to whom, no doubt, many people of the great 
world bore a refemblance, made mb refleft on the 
inanity of fafhionable circles, and the advantage of 
not being obliged^lo frequent them, Sophia enume- 
rated all the perfons with whom fhe affociated at 
Amiens, and gave me a Iketch of their charaflers, 
which enabled me to judge of the infignificance of 
mofl of them ; fo that when the balance was ftruck, 
it appeared that,, at the end of the year, I had feen in 
tny folitude more people of merit, than fhe had per- 
ceived in her round of routs and aflemblies. This may 
Cftlily be conceived, when it is remembered that my 
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fathei's bufinefs connefted him with .iwme b^ 
artifts, many of whom came occafionally to the 
houfe, though none were regular vifitors. Thofe who 
inhabit the capital, even if not of the firft rank, 
acquire a fund of information, and a kind of urbanity, 
which niofl afluredly is neither to be found among 
the little provincial gentry, nor among mercantile 
people in hafte to make a fortune that may ferve as 
the means of ennobling their family. The conver- 
fation of the worthy yoJ/ain, a painter of the acade- 
my, of the honeft l^Mpine, a pupil of Pigal^ of D^f 
marteauy who profeffed the fame art as my father^ 
of Falconet*^ fon, of d*Hauterne, whom his talents 
would have borne on rapid wings to the academy,, 
if his quality of Proteftant had not been an exclufion,. 
3^nd of the Genevefe watch-makers Ballaxferd and 
Morey the former af whom has written upon Phyfical 
Education, was certainly far preferable to that of the 
opulent Cannety who upon feeing* the fuccefs of a . 
tragedy written by his kinfrtian Belloy, and calculating 
the profits, exclaimed in fober fadnefs, * Why did not 
my father teach me to comppfe tragedies ? I could 
have worked upon them on Sundays and holydays/— 
And yet thefe wealthy blockheads, thefe pitiful pof. 
feffors of purchafed nobility, thefe impertinent fol- 
diers like d'Eifales, and thefe wxetched magiftrates 
like Vouglans, confidered themfelves as the props of 
civil fociety, and aftually enjoyed privikger which 
merit could not obtain. I compared thefe abfurditleg* 

of 
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of human arrogance with the pi£lure$ of Pope, tra- 
cing its effefts in the fatisfaftion of the artifan, who 
is as proud of his leather apron as the king of his 
crown. I (endeavoured to think with him, that every 
thing was right ; but my pride told me that things 
were ordered better in a republic. 

There is no doubt that our fituation in life has a 
confiderable influence on our charafiers and opi- 
nions : but, in the education I received, in the ideas 
I acquired, whether by fludy or by obfervation of the 
world, every thing may be faid to have concurred 
in infpiring me with republican enthufiafm, by making 
me perceive the folly, or feel theinjiiftice, of a mul- 
titude of privileges and, diftinftions. Accordingly, 
in all my readings, I took the fide of the champions 
of equality j I was* Agis and Cleomenes at Sparta ; 
the Gracchi at Rome; and, like Cornelia, I fliould 
have reproached my fons with being .called nothing 
• but the mother-iif-law of Scipio. I retired with the 
plebeians to the Aventine 'hill ; and gave my vote to 
the tribunes. Now that experience has taught me to 
appreciate every thing with impartiality, I fee in the 
enterprife of the Gracchi, and in the conduft of the 
tribunes, crimes and mifchiefs, of which I was not 
at that time fuflSciently aware. 

When I happened to be prefent at any of that 
fort of fights which the capital fo frequently afford- 
ed, fuch as the entry of the queen or princefles, 
thanf^giving after , a lying-in, &c. i compared 

with 
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%ith gtief, this Aflatic luxury and infolent pomp^ 
with the abjeft mifery' of the brutified populace, 
who proftrated themfelves before idols of their owa 
making, and fooliihiy applauded the oftentatious 
magnificence which they paid for by depriving , 
themfelves of the neceffaries of life. The diflblute 
condud: .of the court during the laft years of Lewis 
XV. that conte:npt of morality, which pervaded 
all rariks of the nation, and thofe excelTes, which 
were the fubject of all private converfation, filled 
me with aftonithment and indignation. Not per- 
ceiving as yet the germs of a . revolution, I inquired 
with -I'urprife, how things could fubfift in fuch a 
ftate ? Obferving in hiftory, the invariable decline 
and . fubverfion of empires when arrived at this 
pitch of corf uption, . and hearing the French nation 
finging and laughing at its own misfortunes, I felt 
that our neighbours, the Englifli, were right in re- 
garding us as children. I attached myfelf to thofe 
neighbours ; the work of De Lolrae had familiar- 
ifed me with their conftitution j I fought an ac- 
quaintance with their writers, and ftudied their li- 
terature, but as yet only through the medium of 
tranflations. ' 

The arguments of Ballexferd not having been 
able to overcome my parents* repugnance to having 
me inoculated, I caught the fmall-pox when eighteen 
years of age. The era has left deep imprefljons on 
my mind J notfrdm any apprehenfions on account of 

the 



the dlforder, for I had already too much phUofopby 
not to fupport fuch a trial with fortitude j but, from 
^ly mother's incredible and aflfcding folicitude. What 
forrow, and yet tvhat afbivity ! In what agitation was 
(he kept by her uneafinefs ! and what tendernefs was 
difplayed in all her attentions ! Even during the night, 
when I thought I was taking fomethingfrom the nurfe, 
I felt my mother's hand, and heard her voice while 
getting outof her bed every moment to come to the fide 
of mine ; her anxious eyes devoured the looks, and, if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf, the words of my phyfician v 
and' in fpite of her refolution to fupprefs them, 
the tears ftole from her eyes, when looking at me, 
while I endeavoured, in vain, by, a cheerful afpeft, 
to pacify her feelings. Neither (he nor my father 
had ever had the fmall-pox, and yet neither of them 
^ould fufier a day to pafs without kifling the dif- 
figured cheek, which I ftrove in vairi to keep out of 
their way. . for fear tha contaft fliould be followed 
by fatal effects. My Agatha, grieved at bein^g con- 
fined to her cloiftcr, fent me one of her relations, 
the amiable mother of four children, whom fte 
had infpired with a portion of her attachment 'to 
me, and who obftinately perfifted in feeing and em* 
bracmg me without confideration for herfelf. It 
was thought proper to conceal from Sophia, who 
was then at Paj-is, the condition of her friend. I 
was fuppofed to have fet off fuddenly for the coun- 
try, that the periods of contagion might clapfe 

without , 
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without our ^meeting ; but Selincour called every 
day on the payt of his mother to inquire after my 
health ; and I heard from my chamber his mourn- 
ful exclamalion when he was told, that a complica- 
tion' of the putrid fever and fmall-pox was feared. 
I had the miliary fever ; the eruption peculiar to 
which, checking the other, the puftules of fmall-pox 
were few, and though large, fubfided without fup- 
puration, and left only a dry fkin, that fell offof it- 
felf- It is the -kind of fmall-pox, faid Dr. Miflfa, . 
that the Italians call ravaglaoni^ puftules of falfe 
fuppuration, which leave no veftiges behind; and 
in reality not even the polifh of the ikin was im- 
paired : but the ravages made by the variolqps hu- 
mour threw me into a (late of languor and dd)ility, 
from which it was four or five months before I was 
completely recovered. Sedate in health, too ten* 
der to be gay, but patient under afflidion^ my folc 
objeft in licknefs is to divert my attention from my 
fufferings, and to render agreeable the^troublefome 
attentions I require from thofe abDut me. Indulging 
my imagination in the moft fanciful flights, I fay ex- 
travagant things : it is the fick perfon that furnifhes 
thofe in health with amufement. 

Doclo^ MilTa was a fenfible man, whom I war 
very much pleafed with. * As he was fufficiently 
advanced in years to relieve me from the conftraint 
that I was kept in by younger men, we converfed 
freely in his vififs, which we willingly prolonged ; 

and 
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, V*d conceived a friendflilp for each other. "One 
/ or other of us, faid he, one day, has been much in the 
wrong* Either I am come too foon, qr you too 
late. iThough Miffa's good fenfe had idifpofed me 
favourably towards him, his; age had prevopted me 
from perceiving that I. had; been in the wrong to come 
later than he : . I made him ikP other anfwer than a 
fmile. He was bringing up nieces, wjth whom he 
wiflied me to be acquainted, and we fometimes vifit- 
cd ; but as the never went out without their goyer- 
nefs, any more than I without my mother, and as the 
uncle's profeilion did. not leave him. leifure' to keep 
up the connexion between us, it came to nothing in 
confajuence of our diftant abodes- and fedentary ha- 
bits. ♦ Miffa fcolded me very much one day upon find- 
ing Malebranche's Recherche de la Verite lying on my 
.. bed. ' Why, my God !' faid I, ' if all your patients 
. 'Were to aniufe themfelves in the fame, way, inftead 
of getting angry with their difeafes and their doc- 
tor, you would have a great deal lefs to do.' — ; 
•; *The perfon^- who. chanced to be then in my i:oom, 
. were talking, of fome loan or other, of which the 
.. ediO: of creation had juft made its appearance, and to 
\ ':which all Paris was running in crowds. .' The 
i. French,' faid MilTa, ' take all upon /r^.'i— Say ra- 
. ther,* anfwered I, ' upon appearances.' — '.True,'-re- 
p^ed he ; ' the expreffion is juft and profound.' — 
* Don't fcold me then for reading Malebranch^>' faid I 
eagerly j ^you i^it that my time is not. thrown away.' 
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Miss A was at that time accompaaied in his vifii^ 

by a young phyfician,t who had recently taken his 

degree, and whom he fometioies difpatched before 

hin^ to wait his arrivai. This youthful graduate, to 

borrow JVIiffa's expreffipn, could »ot be reproached 

with coming too foon into the world ; but though 

he had a tolerably handfome face, there was afelf- 

fuf&ciency about him that I did not like. I have 

naturally fo decided att averfion to affeftation and 

airs of confequence, that J always confider them a3 

a (ign of an indifferent underftauding, if not of ab- 

folate imbecility ; though it is certain that, under 

the old government, they were fometimes no more 

than the follies of youth. In fhort, fo far from pleaf- 

mg me, they put me out of hun»>ur, and always 

make me conceive an ill opinion of the perfon by 

whom they are difplayed. Thefe are the only traces 

left in my memory by the young do£tor, whom I 

have never feen fmce," and Whom I (hall probably 

fieVer fee again. 

An excurfion to the country being neoeffiiry for 
the perfect re-^eftablifliment of my health, we went 
to breathe its falutary air at the houfe of M* and 
Madam Befnard, with whom two years before my 
mother and I had fpent abnoft the wholes month ol 
September. Their fituation was admirably calculated 
to feed my phibfophy, and to fix my meditations up« 
on the vices of focial life* 
Ma0j^m Beinavdy upon the reverfe of .^rtuae which 
rou, n. * T Ihc 
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ikt had experienced in common with her fifter^, had 
entered into the family of a fermier-general, vfhofs 
fiouie flie fuperintended : it was that of old Haudry. 
There flie had married the fteward, M, Befnard,with 
whom fee had long fince retired from the W4)rld, and 
was living in peace and happinefs, though in an hum- 
ble way. 

The ill-placed pride "of Madam Phlipon had led 
her fometimes to cxprefs, in my jprefence; and in 
the privacy of the family^ how much this marriage 
had difpieafed her ; but, as far as I can, judge, fhe 
was ''ceftainly offended without canfe. M. Befnard 
was a man of integrity and ^Gd moral charafter,- 
cach of which was the more praifc-woxthy in pro- 
portion as 'it was difficult to meet with among men 
in the fame line of life. The whole of his condu6l 
to his wife exhibited the greateft* delicacy of fcn- 
timent. It is impoffible to xrtfrry veneration, ten- 
demefs, and attachment,' to. *i greater length. En- 
joying the fweels of a perfeft union, they ftill prof 
long a r career j in whicti, like Baucis and Philemon, 
they attraft the refpeft of aU who witnefs their fim- 
pKcity of . life, and their virtues. I efteem it an hon- 
our to be related to them ; and ihould do fo ftill, if 
with the f^me charafter and coaduft, M. Belhard 
had been a footman. ^ 

Old Haudry, who owed his fortune to his own 
exertions, was dead ; and had left a large fortune .to 
afon, wbo, bicing born in opulence, was likely to 

fquander 
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fquander it away. That foil, who had already loft 
a charming wife, lived at a great cxpence ; and, 
according to the cuftom of the rich, fpeat ?t fmall 
part of the year at the chateau of Soucy, whither he 
was mucli more apt to cany the manners of the 
town, than to adopt thofe that were fuitable to the 
country. He had feveral contiguous eftates, of which 
that neareft to Soucy (Fontenay) had an old manfion 
belonging to it that he was fond of filling with inha- 
bitants. He had given a. loidgiiig there to a notary 
and an overfeer, and requeiled M. Befnard to take an 
apartment, which* might ferve him as a refidence 
during- part of rhefummer. - This was no- bad way of 
keeping his eftate in good order, at the fame time 
that it gave him an aif of magnificence. M:'and Ma- 
dam Befna|:d were well accommodated, and enjoyed 
the pleafure of \^lking in a park, the wildnefs of 
which made an agresabie contraft with* the gardens oi 
Soucy, and.pleafed me rfi«re than, the luxury that 
di^inguilhed the farmen-g^nerats abode'.. As- foon as 
we arrived at Madam Beinards,. fhe requefted us to go 
andpay,avifit to Soucy, vnhere Haudry's fifter-in-law 
and ftep-mothcr refided with him, and did the honours 
of his houfe. The.vifit was modefUy paid before din- 
ner. r« walked' widiout the fmalleft pleafurable fenfa- 
tion.into the drawing-room, where Madam Penault 
and her daughter received us with great politenefs, 
it is true, but it was a politenefs that favoured a little 
of f^periority.. My mother's manner however, , and 

fomething 



( 148 ) 

fomething which appeared in me alfo in fpite of that 
timidity which proceeds from a confcioufnefs of our 
worth, and a doubt of its being perceived by others^ 
fcarcely allowed them to aiTume any confequence. lu 
received compliments which gave me little j^leafure, 
and which I was anfwering with fome degree of inge- 
nuity, when certain parafites, of the order of St. 
Lewis, who always haunt the manfions of opu- 
lence, as ' ghofts refort to the banks of the Ache- 
ron, thought proper to iaterrupt me with exaggerat- 
ed praife. 

The ladies did not fail, a few days after, to re- 
turn our vifit. They were attended by the conifpany 
that happened to be at the chateau, the vifit to Fon- 
tenay ferving them for a walk. Upon that octafion, 
I was more engaging thati before, and contrived to put 
into my fliare of the reception, fuch 1 portion of mo- 
deft and dignified politenefs, as re-eftabli{hed the equx- 
Jibrium between us* It onceliappened to us to he in- 
vited to dinner by Madam Penault j but never Wis 
aftonifhment equal to mine, when I learned that we . 
were not to dine at her table, but with the upper fer- 
vants in the l^alL I was fenfible however, that, as 
M. Befhard had formerly played a part there, I 
ought not, out of refpe£t to him, to appear diifatis- 
fied at appearing in fuch a charader ; but I was of 
opinion that Madam Penault might have ordered 
things otherwife, and have fpated us the contemptu- 
ous civility • My great auiit faw it in the fame light j. 

hntp 
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but, to aV:oid givihg G^ence^ we accepted the Invita- 
tion. It was Xomething new to me to mix with thofc , 
deities of the fecond order ; nor had I the leaft . 
idfta of what chambermaids wefe when giving 
themfelves airs of confeqiience. They-w^re pre- 
pared to receive us ; and, indeed, played the 
doubles of their fupexiors admirably well. Drefs, - 
gefture, afFeftation, graces, nothing was forgotten. :; 
Their. miftTeffes caft-off cloths, which were hardly, 
foiled, gave a richnefs to their appearance, that > 
decent perfons in trade would have thought-out of 
character. The caricature of fafliidnable manners 
fuperadded a fort of elegance, not lefs foreign to 
mercantile fimplicity. than to the tafte of an artift; 
though there is no doubt but their .flippancy of 
fpeech, and finery, might have impofed on country ♦ 
ladies. It was ftill worfe with the men. The fword , 
of Mr. fteward, the attentions of Mr. cookj and the ^ 
policenefs ajad gaudy clothes of the valet-de-chambre^-' 
could not atone for the awkwardnefs of their manners; . 
and- the blunders in their language, when they wifhed : 
it to be elegant, nor the vulgarity of their cxpreflionsr 
when' they forgot their parts. The converfatipn was 
full of marquifes, counts, and financiers, whofe ti- 
tles, fortunes, and alliances, Teemed to confer gran- 
deur, riches, and importance upon thbfe who were 
talking ^f them. The fuperfluities of the fir ft table 
were fpread upon the fecond with a neatnefs and 
Older which gave them. the air of. a fi;ft appear- 
;' ^ wi ance. 
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ance, and in fuch abundance as afterwards to fuffice 
for the third table, that of the domejiics^ properly 
fo called for the perfons who fat at the fecond 
were called officers. Play followed the repaft : the 
ftake was high ; it was what the ladies were ac- 
cuftomed to play for,, and they played every day. 
I was introduced to a new world, in which 
were exhibited the prejudices, the vices, and the 
follies of a world, very little better, in fpite of its 
greater fhow. I had heard a thoufand times of the 
origin of old Haudry, who came to- Paris from his^ 
village; found means to rake thoufands together at 
the expence of the public ; married his daughter to 
Montule, and his grand-daughters to the Marquis 
Duchillau and Count Turpin, and left his fon heir to 
an immenfe eftate. I recollefled Montefqirieu's expref- 
fion, who fays, financiers fupport the ftate as the cord 
fupports the criminal ; nor could I help thinking that 
tax-gatherers who contrive to amafs fuch enormous 
funis, and then to make their opulence ferve as the 
means of an alliance with families, which the policy 
of courts afFe£ts to confider as neceffary to a king- 
dom's fplendour and defence, muft needs belong 
to a deteftable governmentj and to a nation highly , 
corrupt. 1 little thought there was a govern- 
ment, ftill mbre ho5rible, and a degree of corruption 
ftill more to be deplored. Who, indeed, could have 
inaagmied it ? All the philofophers of the age have 

been 
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been ' deceived as well as I. — I allude to the govern- 
ment and corruption of the prefent time. 

Every Sunday there was a dance at So^icy in 
the open air,, under no other ftielter than the 
trees. Gaiety, on thefe occafions> obliterated dif- 
tinftidns in a great degree ; and as foon as perfonal 
merit was attended to, I had little fear of miffing the 
pUce that might chance to fuit me beft. The new 
comers ufed to aflc, in a whifper, who I was, but I 
took care to give nobody a Jurfeit of my company ; 
and, after an hour's recreation, withdrew with my 
relations for a walk, of which I would not have 
exchanged the tranquil enjoyments for all the 
empty and noify pleafuies that attend any kind of 
parade. 

I fdmetimes faw Haudry, who was then young, 
acting the great man, gratifying all his fancies and 
wifliinj' to appear generous and noble. His family 
began to be uneafy at his extravagance with the 
courtezan La Guerre, by which he was. already lay- 
ing the foundation of his future ruini He was pitied 
as imprudent, rather than blamed as vicious ; he was 
a fpoiled child of fortune, who, had he been born in 
moderate circumftances. would certainly have turn- 
ed out a better man. With a dark complexion, an 
CTe6t carriage, the airs of a great man, and courteous 
manners, he was perhaps amiable among thofe whom 
he adeemed his equals : but I hated to come in his 

way. 
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way, and never failed, when in his prefence to affurac 
an air of dignified referve* 

Last year, coming out of that magnificent dining- 
room which the elegant Calonne had fitted up in the 
controller.general*s hotel, fince occupied by the mi- 
nifter of the interior, I found in my way through the 
fecond antichamber, a tall grey-headed old man, of 
decent appearance, whoaccofted me refpeftfully : * 1 
fliould be very glad. Madam, to fpeak with the mi- 
nifter, when his dinner is over'^ I have fomething 
to communicate to him.'—' Sir, you will fee him 
in an inftant : he has been detained in the next 
room: but will be here immediately/ I made my 
curtefy, and proceeded to my own apartment, where 
Roland foon after joined me. I inquired if he had 
feen a ,perfon, whom I defcribed, and who appear- 
ed apprehenfive of not meeting him ? — ^ Yes, it 
was^ M. Haudry.* — 'What, the quondam farptier'gene' 
raly who fquandered an immenfe fortune !' — ' The 
fame/ — * And what has he to do with the minifter 
of the interior?* — ' Our bufmefs relates to the ma- 
nufactory at Sevres, at the head of which he has been 
placed/ What a theme for meditation do thefe 
fports of fortune furnifti ! I Jiad already found one 
when I entered for the firft time into the apartments 
occupied by Madam Necker in the days of her glory. 
1 occupy them a fecond time, and they do but the 
more ftrongly atteft the inftability of the thmgs of 
this world ; but! will at leaft take cs^re, that no reverfc 

of 
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' of fbrturije^fliall find me unprepared. Such were my 
refleftions in Odober 1792, when Danton was confer- 
ring fome celebrity upon me, by detraftirig from my 
{lufband's merit, and was filently preparing the calum- 
nies, by which he meant to aflail both. I was ignorant 
of his procei^dings, but I had obferved the coiirfe of • 
things in revolutions. I was only ambitious of pr^? 
ferviag my mind uncontaminated, and of feeing my 
^u{l)and's reputation free from ftain. I well jknew 
this kind of ambition feldom leads to any other fpe- 
cies of fuccefs. My wifti is accompliflied : Roland, 
, perfecuted and profcribed, will nof be forgotten by 
pofterity. I am a-capdve, ?ind fhall probably befacri- 
iiced $ but my confcience ftands in the ftead of 
every thing. It will happen to me as it did to Solo- 
,mon, who alked only for wifom, and obtained other 
advantages : .1 wifhcd only for the peace of the right- 
eous, and / al/o fhall have fome exiftence in future 
times.— But in the me;an while lat us return to Foa- 
tenay., 

The little library of my relations afforded fome 

employment to my mind. I found there the whole of 

Puffeiidorf^ tedious perhaps in his unirerfal hiftory, 

. and more interefting to me in his Duties of the Man 

(ind the Citizen ; the Maifon Rujiique^ and a variety 

pf works on agriculture and economy, which I ftudied 

for want of others, becaufe it was neceffary that I 

. fhpidld always be learning fotnething j the agreeable 

. trifles which B^rnis wrote in vexfe,* wheu he was ua- 

^'voL. n. V fettered 
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fettered by the iloman purple y ^ life of Cromwell ^ 
and a curious medley of other produftions. 

Here I cannot help remarking, that, in the multi- 
tude of books which chance or other circumflarices 
had thrown in my way, and of which I mention 
loofely fuch as places and perfons recal to my memo- 
ry, nothing by RoufTeau'tas, yet been noticed : the 
truth is, 1 read him very late ; and it was well for me 
I did : he would have turned my brain, and I fhould 
have read nothing clfe. Perhaps as it is, he has but too 
much ftrengthened my weakfid^, if I may be allowed 
to make ufe of fuch an expreffipn. 

I HAVE reafon to believe that my mother had 
taken fon^e care to keep him out of my way ; but 
his name not being unknown to me, I had fought af- 
ter his works, and was already acquainted with his 
Letters from thi Mountain, and his Letter tbXhrifto- 
pher de Beaumont, when L loft Tier,, having then 
read the whole of Voltaire and Boulanger, the Mar- 
quis d'Argens and Helvetius, and many other philofo- 
phers and critics. Probatly my mother, who faw 
plainly that my mind muft needs be employed, was 
not much averfe to my making a ferious ftudy of phi- 
lofophy at the rifk even of a little incredulity ; but 
flie was of opinion, no doubt, that no ftimulants were 
wanting for my fufceptible heart, already too obedient 
to the impulfe of the paflions.— rGodd heavens ! haw 
vain ire all our endeavours^o efcape from our deftiny ! 
The fame idea influenced her, when flie prevented me 

from. 
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from ftudying painting, and made her alfo pppofe my 
learning to play upon the harpfichord, though I had a 
moft excellent opportunity. Our living in the fame 
neighbourhood had made us acquainted with an Abh6 
Jeauket, a great mufician, and a good-natured man, 
belt as ugly as fin, and addided to the pleafures of 
the table* He was born in the. environs of Prague, 
had paifed many years at Vienna, attached to the 
nobles of the court, and had given leffons to Marie 
Antoinette. After having been induced to vifit 
Lifbon by particular circumftances, he hiid at lafl 
chofen Paris, in order to fpend in a (late of indepen- 
deitce, the penfions of which his little fottune was 
compofed. He wifhed exceedingly tliat my mother 
would permit him to teach me the harpfichord* He 
infifted upon it that my fingers and my head would 
foon go a great length, and that I could not fail to 
become a compofer. ' What a fhame ! he would cry, 
* to be humming over a guitar, when poffeffed of 
powers to invent and execute the fineft pieces upon the 
firft of inftruments V This enthufiafm, and his reite- 
rated entreaties, carried even to fupplication, could 
not overcome my mother's^ reluftance : as to me, 
' though always ready to avail myfelf of any inftruftion 
that came in my way, I was fo much accuftomed to 
refpe£l her decifions, as well as to love her perfon, 
that I never importuned her for any thing. Befides,. 
ftudy in general afforded me fo vaft a field of occupa- 
tion,* that I never felt the" pains of i4Ienefs. I often 

faid 
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faid to myfelfj When I become a mother in my turn, 
it win be my bufinefs to. make ufe of what I Ihall have 
acquired : I (hall then have no leifure for further flu- 
dies ; and t Was the more earned to turn my time to 
account, and afraid of lofing a fmgle moment. The 
Abb^ Jeauket was now and then vifited by perfons 
x)f merit, and whenever he invited them to his houfe, 
was anxious to include us in his party. Thu^, among 
other individuals not worth remembering, I became 
acquainted with the learned Rouffier, and the wor- 
thy d'Odiment ; but I have not forgotteh the imper- 
tinent Paraddle and Madam de Puifieux. Paradelle 
was a huge monfter, in the garb of an abbe, the 
greateft coxcomb and romancer of all the fools I ever 
mtt with, who pretended to have kept a carriage at 
Lyons for twenty years, and who, to keep himfelf 
from ftarving at Paris, was obliged to give leftures on 
the Italian lariguage, in which he was very little ver- 
fed. Madam Puifieux, who paffed for author of 
the Charadlers^ to which her name is prefixed, re- 
tained at the age of fixty, with a hump back and 
toothlefs gums, the little airs and pretenfions, of 
which the affefliation is fcarccly pardonable even in 
youth. I had fancied that a female author moid needs 
be a very refpeftable perfonage, efpecially one who 
had written upon morals. But Madam de Puifieux's 
abfurdities made me change my mind. Her convcsr- 
fation befpoke very little wit, and her whims indicated 
very little judgment. I began to perceive it Was pof- 

fible 
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fible to colled: a great deal of reafon^ in order to make 
a difplay of it, without confuming much for our own 
purpoCeS) and that the men who made a jefl: of female 
authors, W^re perhaps no otherwife to blame than in 
applying to them exclufiv^ly, what i& equally appli- 
cable to themfelves. Thus it was, that in a fphere of 
life exceedingly confined, I found means to add to 
my ftock of obfervations. I was in a folitary fpot ; 
huvk was on the confines of the world, and fo fituated 
as ro allow me to diftinguifh a great variety of objeds 
without any of them (landing in my way. The con- 
certs of Madam I'Epiae enlarged my profpeft. I have 
already faid that rEpind was a pupil of Pigal : he was, 
indeed, his right hand. At Rome he had married 
a woman, who, I prefume, had been an opera 
finger, and ^whom his family had at firfi: looked 
upon with an evil eye, but who proved, by the 
propriety of her conduft, that fhe did not deferve 
their difdain. 

She had a concert of amateurs, compofed of excel- 
lent mufidans^ to which nobody was admitted but 
what Ihe called good company- They met every 
Thurfday at her houfe, whither I was often taken by 
xny mother ; and there I heard yarneivick, St. Q^orge^ 
Duport^ GuertTiy and many others. There too I met 
wits of both- fexes : Mademoifelle de MorvilU^ Ma- 
dam Benoity Silvain-Marichalj &c. with haughty ba- 
roneffes, bandfome abbcs^old cbewliers, and young 
fops» What a . curious magic lantern ! The apart- 
ments 
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ments of Madam TEpiae, in the Rue NeuveSf^^ 
Eujiache^ were not rematkably fupqrb,- nor was the 
concert-rooni fpacious, but adjoining to another, of 
which the folding doors were fet ope-n : there, ranged 
in a circle, the company had the feveral adva^ntages of 
hearing the mufic, feeing the aftors, and being able 
to converfe between the a£ts* Seated by my mother, 
and keeping the filence that cuftom prefcribes to 
young women, I was all eyes and cars ; but when 
we chanced to be for a moment in private with Madam 
PEpine, I alked her a few queftions, the anfwers to 
which elucidated my obfervations. 

One day that lady propofed to my mother to ac- 
company her to a charming aflembly, held at the 
houfe of a man of wit, whom we had fometimes 
feen at her concerts : the company confifted of en- 
lightned men, and women of tafte ; very agree- 
able productions were recited : it was indeed delighu 
ful f The propofal was made feveral times before it 
was accepted : « Let us go,' faid I to my mother ; * I 
begin to know enough of the world to prefume that 
it muft either be very agreeable or very abfurd^j and 
even in the latter cafe, it will ferve to amufe us once. 
The party was agreed upon ; and on the Wednefday, 
tHe day on which M. Vafe's literary aflembly was re- 
gularly held, we repaired with Madam rEpine to his 
refidence at the Barrier du Temple. After toiling up 
three pair of ftairs^ we came to a moderately fpacious 
apartment, furnifiied like a barrack : rulh-bottomed 
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chair's, mar (hailed in clofe . order, and in feveral 
ranks, wereTeady to receive the fpeftators, aiid began 
to be filled : while tallow candles in dirty brafs candle- 
fticks illumined this retreat of the hiiifes, the gro- 
tefque fimplicity of which accorded well with philo- 
fophicaJ rigour and the poverty of an author. Well- 
dreffed women, young girls, antiquated dowagers, 
poetafters in abundance, loungers, and adventurers, 
compofed the fociety. 

The mafterof the houfe, feated at a table, which 
ferved as adelk^ opened the fitting by reading apiece# 
of poetry of his own compofition : the fubjeft was a 
little marmofet which the old marchionefs dePreville 
always carried in her muff, and which fhe exhibited to 
the company ; for (he was there, and thought fhe could 
do no lefs than gratify the eagei* eyes of the perfons 
prefent with a fight of the hero of the piece. Loud 
bravos and applaufes did juftice to M. Vafe^s poetic 
flights. M. Vafe, highly fatisfied with himfelf, 
^vifiied to give up his feat to MvDelpeches, a poet 
who wrote little comic dramas for the theafre of 
Audinot, concerning which he was accuftomed to take 
the opinion of the fociety, or, in other words, the 
encouragement of its applaufe ; but that day he was 
prevented«either by a fore throat, or the want of a 
few verfes in fopie of his ffcenes. Imbert, the author 
of the* judgment of Paris^ was therefore obliged to 
take the chair, and read an agreeable trifle, ^vhich 
was extolled to the fldes. His reward awaited him. 

Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle de la Coffonniere came next with a 
Farewell to Colin^ which if not very ingenious, was at 
leaft very tender. It was known direftly that it was 
addreffed to Imbert, about tp undertake a journey, 
and a fliower of compKments was poured upon him. 
Imbert difcharged his own debt, and that of his mufe, 
by fainting all the females in the aflembly. The free 
and gay ceremony, though conduced with decency, 
was not at all pleafing to my mother, and appeared 
in fo ftrange a light to me as to give me an air of 
•'embarraflment. After fome epigram or di(lich by 
no .means remarkable, a man of pomppu^ declama- 
tion recited a poem in praife of Madam Benoit, She 
was fitting by, and mud be briefly mentioned, for 
the fake of thofe who have not read her romances, 
which were dead long before the revolution, alnd will 
be buried beneath heaps of duft before my memoirs 
fee the light. 

Albine was bam at Lyons, as I have read in the 
Hijiory of the Ulujlriom Women of France^ by a Society of 
Men of Letters ; a hiftory, in which I was quite 
aftonifhed to find women whom I met with every 
where, as the lady in queftion, Madam de Puirieux, 
JVIadam Champion, and many more, fome of whom 
perhaps are flill alive at the moment I am writing, ,or 
have only quitted this terreflrial abode within a lew 
years. 

Ha VINO 
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Having united herfelf in the holy bands of wad- 
lock with Bsnoit, a draughtfman, flie had accom- 
panied him to Rome, and had th^re been admitted 
a member of the academy of the Arcades^ Lately 
become a widow, and ftill in mourning for her 
hufband, fhe had fettled at Paris, where (he made 
verfes and novels, fometimes withoqt writing th^m, 
kept a gaming-houfe, and vifited women of quality, 
who paid in prefents of money or clothes for the plea- 
fure of having s^ female wit at their tables. 

Madam Benoit had been handfome : the cares ^ 
the toilet, and the defire of pleafing, prolonged 
beyond the age which infures their fuccefs, ftill pro- 
cured her a few conquefts. Her eyes canvaffed for 
them with fuch ardour ; her bofom, always bare, 
palpitated fo anxioufly to obtain them \ that it was 
impoffibl^ not to grant to. thq franknefs of defire, and 
the facility of fatisfying it, what men beftow at all 
times fo readily, when conftancy is not required. 
Madam Benoit^s air of. undifguifed voluptuoufnefs, 
was fomething new to me. I had feen in the public 
walks .thofe prieftefTes of pleafure, whofe indecency 
announced their profcffion in the moft difgufting man- 
ner ; but her's was quite a- different ftyle. I was no 
lefs ftruck by the poetical incenfe lavifhed on her, 
and by the epithets of the chajie and virtuous Benoit, 
which occurred repeatedly in the poem, and obliged 
her now and then to cover her eyes modeftly with her 
fan, whilp fome of the men rapturoufly applauded 
VOL. II. % thbfc 
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thofe encomiums, which they doubtlefs conceived to 
be admirably applied. I recollefted all that my read- 
ing bad enabled me to conceive on the fubject of 
gallantry, and calculated what corruption of heart and 
perverfion'of mind muft be fuperadded by the manners 
of the age, and the diforders of the court. I faw ef- 
fSen^inate men giving, all their admiration to flimfy ver- 
fes, to frivolous talents, and to the defire of redu- 
cing every woman that came^ in their way, and cer- 
tainly without loving them ; for he ^ho "devotes him- 
M^ to the happinefs of a beloved objefl:, does not 
court the looks of the crowd. I experienced a fenfa- 
tion of difguft and mifanthropy in the midft of pb- 
jefts that fpoke to my imagination, and returned to 
my folitude in a melancholy mood. We never repeat- 
cd our vifit to M. Vafe : I had had quite enough of it ; 
and Imbert's kifs, and the penegyric of Madam Benoit, 
would at any rate have cured my mother of all defire 
to take me there again. Neither did the concert of 
theJBaroride Back, very curious, but frequently ren- 
dered very tedious alfo by the pretenfions of that mufi- 
cal maniac, fee much of us, notwithftariding the-cards 
of invitation which Mad^m TEpine's politenefs often 
procured us. The fame referve was extended to that 
known as the concert of amateurs^ which was nume- 
roufly attended. We , went there but pnce, attended 
by a M. Boyard de Creufy, who had amufed himfelf 
ill compofing new inftruftions for the guitar, 
of which hq begged my mother's permifSon 

to 
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to ofFer me a copy. He was a man of poUic 

manners, and I mention him hece becaufe he had 

the good fenfe to believe, that, in a fituadon ftiil 

regarded by the vulgar as elevated, I fhould 

be pleafed to fee the perfons with whom I had been 

acquainted in my youth. He called on me in the 

h6tel dePinferieur^ while Roland was in the miniftry j 

and the reception he met with was fuch as muft have » 

convinced him, that I derived fatisfaftion from the 

remembrance of a time, on which I have reafon to 

value myfclf, and indeed on every other period of im 

life- ~ 

As to public places, ft was (llll worfes my mother 

never went there ; and I was taken but once during 

her life to the Opera, and once to the Theatre Fran- 

fais. I was then about fixteen or feventeen. T/je 

Union of Love and the Arts^ by Floquet, contained 

nothing either in the mufic, or the drartia, capable of 

creating illufion, or of fuppoiting the idea I had 

formed of theatrical enchantment. The coldnefs of 

the fubjedV, the incoherence of the fcenes, and 

awkward intrufions of the ballets, difpleafed n\c. I 

was ftill more difgufted with the drefs of the dancers, 

who had ndt then laid afide their hoops : I had never 

feeil any thing fo abfurd. Accordingly I .thought 

the critique of Piron on the v^onders of the Opera 

much fuperior to the Opera itfelf. At the Theatre 

Fran^an the play was the Ecojfoife^ which was not very 

well calculated to infpire me with enthufiafm for the 

drama > 
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drama ; the performance of Mademoifelle Dumefnil 
alone delighted me. My father fometimes carried me 
to the theatres of the Foire St. Germain*. Their 
mediocrity infpired me with difguft. Thus was I 
armed againft every temptation to play the belefprit^ 
precifely as the Spartan children were againfl drink- 
ing, by feeing the confequences of excefs. My ima- 
gination received none of the great fliocks which the 
fafcidation of the theatre might have produced, 
had I been prefent at the repre:fentation of the fineft 

«*eces. What t had feen made me content with 
ading in ray clofet the works of the great mafters 
of the drama, and with enjoying their beauties at my 
leifure. 

A YOUNG man, a conftant attendant at Mademi 
TEpine's concerts, had thought proper to call in her 
name at my mother's, to inquire for us', when an 
abfence unufually prolonged could juftify the fuppo- 
fition of our being indifpofed. A genteel deport- 
ment, an agreeable vivacity, a great deal of good 
fenle, and above all, the unfrequency of his vifits, 
procured him his pardon for the little contrivance to 
get admiffion into the houfe. At laft La Blancherie 
hazarded his declaration.— But fince I am come ta 

* The inferior play, houfes at Paris are caHed Thatres forams : 
becaiife they remove for the few weeks it lafts to the Foire St. Ger- 
main; a fair at Paris not very unlike 6t. Bartholomew's at London. 
The reft of the year they perform in neat little theatres upon the 
jBouievards, Tran/l 

the 
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the hiftory of rrfy fuitors, I muft march them off eti 
mqffe; a deKcate expreflion, that may ferveas a date 
to my writings, and recal to mind tbefe glorious days, 
when every thing is ordered en majfe^ in fpite of the 
greateft poflible fubdivifion of will and inclination. 

The reader cannot have forgotten the Spanifti co- 
loffus, with hands like Efau's, the polite M. Mignard, 
whofe name made fuch a curious contraft with his 
face.* After confefEng, of his own accord, that he 
was capable of teaching me nothing further on the 
guitar, he had begged permiflion to call now and 
then to hear me, and came at diftant periods, with- 
out being always fure of finding us at home. Flat- 
tered with the fkill of his young fchol^, looking upon 
it as his own work, imagining that he thence derived 
feme fort of right, or of excufe, ai;id giving' himfelf 
out for a nobleman of Malaga, whom misfortunes 
had obliged to recur to his mufical knowledge for 
fubfiftence, he began by lofmg hisfenfes, and ended 
by talking nonfenfe in order t© jaftify his pretenfions. 
When that was done, he came to the refolution of de- 
manding me in marriage, but had not courage.enough 
to make his declaration in perfon. The friend 
whom he empowered to do fo, not being able by Jiis 
renKmftrances to divert him from his intention, exe- 
.cuted his commiffion* The confequence was, a re- 

* The ward ili?^«^r^ means in French a delicate litdc gcntfcwa*. 

queft 
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queft not to fet his foot within the houfe again, accom- 
panied with thofe civilities which are due to the un- 
fortunate. My father's jokes made me acquainted 
with what had pafled : he was fond of entertaining 
me with a relation of the applications made to him 
on my account,; and as he was a little proud of his 
advantages^ he did not fpare.the perfons who laid 

' themfelves open to ridicule. 

Poor Mozon was become a widower j he had the 
wen that embellMhed his left cheek extirpated ; and 
had fome thoughts of fetting up a onc-horfe chaife : 

'l was then fifteen, and he had been fent for to per- 
feft me in my dancing. His imagination took fire ; 
he entertained a high opinion of his art ; he fhould 
have tljought it no prefumption in Marcel*; one dan- 
cing-mafter was as good as another, why then fhould 
he not enter the lifts ? He made known his wiflies, 
and was difmiffed like Mignard-> 

From the moment a young female attains the age 
that announces maturiiy, fwarms of fuitors come 
humming round her,. like b^es about the newly-ex- 
panded flower. ' 

Brought up in the ftriSeft manner, and leading 
fp retired a life, I could infpire but one projeft ; but 
the refpedable chara£ler of my mother, the ap;^ tr- 
ance of fome fortune, and my being an only child, 
might make that projeft a tempting one to a great 
number of perfons. 

^ A Tcry celebrated French danclng-mafter. 

Ac- 
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Accordingly they cjtme in crpwds ; and finding 
it difficult to obtain a^ perfonal introduftion, the 
greater part adopteci the expedient of writing to my 
parents. - All letters of this kind were brought to 
me by my father j an^d my firft opinion was always 
grounded upon the terms in which they were con- 
ceived, without the lead regard to the ftatement they 
contained of the writer's rank and :Cprtune. I under- 
took to make a rough draught of the ^nfwers, which 
my father faithfujly tranfcrib^d. I made him difniifs 
my fuitors with dignity, without giving room for re- 
refentnient or for hope. The youth of our quarter 
paifed thus in review ; and in the greater number of * 
inftances I met with no difficulty in getting my rrfufal 
approved'. My father looked to little.elfe than riches; 
and, as he thought himfelf authorized to expeft great 
things, whoever was too recently eftablilhed, or whofe 
aciual pofTeffions or fpeedy hopes of property did not 
infure confiderable eafe of circumftances, was fure 
not to obtain his vote ; but whjen once ihofe requi- 
fites were found, he was concerned at .feeing me re- 
fufe to clofe with the propofal. Here began to break ^ 

out thofe diffenfions between my father and me, which 
continued ever after. He loved and efteemed com- 
merce, becaufe he regarded it as the Tource of riches; 
I detefted and defpifed it, becaufe I confidered it as • ' 
tjie foundation for avarice and fraud. 

My father was feiifible that I could not accept of 
an artifan, properly fo called j his vanity would not 

have 
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have fuffereJ him to entertain fuch an idea ; but he 
could not conqeive that the elegant jeweller, who 
touches nothing but fine things, from which he 
derives a great profit, was not a fuitable match, 
efpecially when already in good bufinefs, and in a 
fair way to .make a fortune. But the fpirit of the 
jeweller, as well as of the little mercer, whom he 
looks upon as beneath him, and of the rich wodlen- 
draper, .who holds himfelf fuperior to both, ap- 
peared to me entirely engroffed by the luft of gold, 
and by mercenary calculations and contrivances : the 
mind of fuch a man muft needs be a flranger to the 
, elevated ijjeas and refined fentiments by which I 
appreciated exiftence. . . 

Occupied from my infancy in confidering the 
relations of man in fociety, brought up iji theftrid- 
' eft morality, and familiarized with the nobleft exam- 
ples, had I then lived with Plutarch, and all the other 
phiiofophers, to no better purpofc than to conned my- 
, felf for life with a fhop-keeper incapable of feeing any 
.; thing in the fame light as myfelf ? 

I HAVE already faid that my provident mother 
wished me to be as much at home in the kirchen as in 
* the drawing-room, and at market as in a public walk: 
. after my return from the convent, I ufed (lill to ac- 
. company her, when (he went to purchafe articles of 
, houfehold confumption, as was often . the Cafe j and 
at laft fhe would fotnetimes fend me on fuch er- 
rands Vith a maid. The butcher with whom fhe 

dealt 
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tfea,k loft a fecond wife, and found himfelf, vrhilo 
ftill in the prime of life, pofleffed of a fortune of 
fifty thoijfand crowns, which he propofed to aug- 
ment* I was perfedly ignorant of thefe particulars : 
I only perceived that I was well ferved, and with, 
abundant civilitj^; and Was nmch furprifed at feeing 
this perfopage frequently appear oh a Sunday in a 
handfome fait of black and lace ruffles in the fame 
walk as ourfelves, and put himfelf in my mother's 
way, to whom he made a low bow, without accofting 
her. This praftide continued a whole fummer. I 
fell fick ; and every morning the butcher fent to in- 
(^ire what we wanted, and to offer any accommp^ 
datlon in his power. This very pointed attention be* 
gan to provoke my father's fmiles, who, wifliing to • 
divert himfelf, introduced to m^ a certain Made- 
moifelle Michon, a grave church*going woman, c«itf 
day when (he came very c^remonioafly to demand my 
hand in the butcher's name. ^ You know, daughter,' 
faid he, with great gravity, that it is a rule with me 
to lay noxonftraiat upon your inclinations.— Whail 
therefjDre only ftate to you a propctfal in which you 
are principally concerned. He then repeated what 
Mademoifelle Michon had intimated. I fcrewed up 
my mouth, a little vexfed that my father's good-hu-» 
mour fhould turn over to me the talk of giving an 
anfwer,. which he ought to have taken upon himfelf. 
* You know, papa,' laid I, parodying his mode of 
expreffion, * that I eonfider myfiaif as very happy in ^ 
VOL. II. y my<» 
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my prefent fitualion ; and that I am firmly rcfolved 
not to quit it for fome years to come. You may 
take any fteps in conformity with this refoUition that 
you think pr6per :' and on faying this I withdrew.— 
^ Why truly,' feid my father, when we were after- 
wards alone, * this reafon yoii have invented is a very 
fine one for keeping every body away.* — ' I revenged 
myfelf, papa,, for the little trick you played me, by 
a general anfwer very becoming a girl j and I left it 
to you to give a formal refufal : a tafk which I ought 
not to take upon myfelf.* — ' It's an excellent evafioa ; 
but tell me then who it is that will fuit you ?* — * Tell 
me, papa, why, in bringing me up, you taught roe 
to think, and fuiffered me to contrafl: habits of ftudy : 
I know not what kind of man I (hall marry j^ but it 
niuft be one who can (hare my fentlments, and to 
whom I can communicate my thoughts.* — 'There 
are men in bufinefs poffelled both of politenefs and 

information.'-^ « Yes, but riot of the kind I 

want y their politenefs confifts in a few phrafes and 
bows, and their knowledge always relates to the 
ftrong box, and would affift me but little in the edu- 
cation of my children.*—* But you might, educate » 
them yourfclf.' — ' The tafk would appear laborious, 
if not fhared by the man to ' whom they would owe 
their exiftence.' — ^ Do you fuppofe that rEnipereu's 
wife is not happy ? They have jufl. retired from bufi- 
nefs, are buying capital places, keep an excellent houfe, 
and receive the beft; compaily.'— * I am no judge of 
^ other 
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other people's happinefs ; but my own afFeftions are 
not fixed upon riches : I conceive that the ftriftiefl: 
union of hearts is requifite to conjugal felicity ; nor 
can I conned myfelf with a. man who does^not refem- 
ble me : my hufband muft eyen be my fuperior, for 
fince both nature and the laws give him pre-eminence, 
I fliould be afhamed of him, if he did not really de- 
fervcit/ — ' You want a counfellor, I fuppofe ? But 
women are not very happy with thofe learned gentle- 
men : they hav.e a great deal of pride, and very little 
money.* — 'My God! papa, I do not judge of a 
man's merit by his cloth ; nor have I ever told you 
that I afFeft fuch or fuch a profeflion : I want a man I 
can love/ — * But according to you, fuch a man is not 
to be found in trade ^ — * I confejs that I do not think 
it likely. I have never feen a tradefman to my liking ; 
and the profeflion itfelf is my averfion.'— * It is, 
however, a very pleafant thing for a woman to fit at 
her eafe in her own apartment, while her hulban^ is 
carrying on a lucrative trade. Now^ there's M^dam 
d' Argens : fhe underftands diamonds as well as her . 
hufband": fhe deals with the brokers in his abfence; 
concludes bargains with private perfons, and would 
be able to carry on the bufinefs, even if left a widow : 
their fortune is already confiderable, and they belong 
to the company which has jufl bought Bagnolet. You 
arc intelligent ; and, indeed, underfland that branch 
of bufinefs fince you perufed the treatife on precious 
ftones. You would infpiVe people with confidence ; 

you 
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you might do whatever you pleakfe; and a happy life 
would you have had if you could but have fancied 
Delorme, Dabreuil, or rObligcois/— * Hark ye, 
papa ; I have too well perceived that the only way 
Co make a fortune in trade, is by felling dear what has 
been bought cheap, by overcharging the cuftomer, 
and beating down the poor workman. Ilhotild never 
be able to defcen^ to fuch pradices, nor to refpefl 
a man who makes them his occupation from morn- 
ing to night. It is my wilh to be a virtuous wife; 
but how ihould I b^ faithful to a man who wo\]ld 
hold no place in my efteem, even adniittii>g the 
poffibility of my marrying fuch a man ? Sdling* dia- 
monds and felling paftry feem' nearly the fame thing 
to: me ; e:jj:cept that the latter has a fixed price, re- 
quires lefs deceit perhaps, but- foils the fingers more* 
I like the one not in any degree better than the other/ 
-— * Do you fuppofe then there are no honeft tradcf- 
men ?*— * I will not abfolutely affirm it j but I am per- 
fuaded the number is fmall ; and the few honeft 
folks have not all that I require in a hufband.*-^* You 
are extremely faiftidious, methinks ; but if you d(v 
not find the idol of your imagination ?**-^' Lwill die 
a maid.*-^* That woyld be 9, harder taik perhaps, 
than you imagine. You have time enough, to be 
fure, to thinji of it : but ennui will come at laft ; the 
crowd will be gone by ; and you know the fable !*— 
• Oh ( I would take my revei^e by deferving happi- 
nefs from thfe very injuflice that would deprive 

pic 



me of it^'— ^* Now you are in the clouds again ! It 
is very pleaiant to foar to fuch aheight y but it is not 
eafy to keep the elevation : dp noi forget, however, 
ths^t I;ihouldlike to have grand-children before I am 
too ^r adv^^ced in yeafs/ 

I SHOULD Uke^to prefent you with fome, faid I to 
myfelf, when my father put an end to the dialogue, 
by withdrawing ; but molt certainly 1 never (hall have 
any, unlefs by a hufband to my mind. I experienced 
a flight fen£aitionof melancholy, when o^ cafting my 
eyes about me, I could^perceive nothing that was fuit- 
able to my tafte ; but the fenfation foon fubfided. I 
was fenf^bleof my prefent comforts, and hope threw 
its enlivening beams on the time to come. It was the 
plenitude of happinefs overflowing its banks, and^ 
clearing away every thipg unpleafant from my future 
profpeft. 

* Shall I fuit you this4ime, Mademoifelle ?' fald 
my father one day, with aueSed gravity, and the 
look of fatisfadion which was viiible upon every 
new demand. 'Read that letter.' It was verywdl 
written as to imagery and ilyle, and bought the blood 
into my cheeks. Mr, Morizot de Rozain exprefled 
himfelt handfomely enough, but did not forget to 
remar^k tbatjiis name was to be found among the 
nobles of his province. It appeared to me coxcomical 
and injudicious, tp make a parage of an advantage 
which he. knew me not to poflefs, and of which, he 
had no right: to fuppofe me ambitious. ' We have 

be?ej' 



. ( 174 ) 

hcte/ faid I, Ihaking my head, * no great caufe for 
confidcratiori : . it may be*^ worth while, however, to 
hear what the gentleman has to fay for himfelf: 
a letter or two more,- and I (hall be able to found the 
depth of his prctenfions. I will go and draw up ati 
anfwer.' When writing was the queftion, my father 
was as tradable as a child, and fat down to copy with- 
out reluftance. I was-^much diverted at the idea 6f 
afting the. papa •, and difcufled my own interefts with 
all the gravity fuitable to the occafion, and in a ftyle of 
prudence truly parental. No lefs than three explana- 
tory letters came from Mr. de Rozaih, which I pre- 
. ferved for a long time,* becaufe they 'were extremely 
well written. They proved to me that powers of mind 
dki not fufficc, unlefs accompanied by fuperiof judg- 
ment, and a fouF, which nothing can fupply the want 
of, or defcribe, but which is recognized at the firft . 
glance. Befides, Rozain had nothing but the title 
of advocate ;* my prefent fortune was not enough for 
two ; nor were his qualities fuch as to create a defire of 
furmounting that obftacle. 

In announcing the ri/ing en majfe of my fuitors, 
I did not promife to napie them all, and I fhall be 
readily e^cufed. I only wifli to fhow the fingularity 
of a fituation, which procured me offers from a great 
manyperfons, whofe very faces I was not always ac- 
quainted with, and ki which the examination of rea- 
fons and appearances was left to myfclf. I often, in- 
deed, perceived liew faces obferving or following me ' 

at 



at churcfi, or In the public walks, and ufed to fay to 
niyfelf, * I (hall foon have an anfwer to write for my 
father.' Bat I never faw a figure that furprifed or fa- 
cinated me. 

I HAV£ already faid that La Blancherie had wit 
enough to make his way into our ho^ife, and to un- 
derftand, that, before he declared himfelf, it was 
neceffary to gain my good opinic«i. Though ftill 
very young, he had already travelled, had read a 
great deal, and had even tried his fortune as an 
author. His work was not good for much ; but it 
contained morality in abundance, and fome ideas that 
were not amlfs. He had intitled it, AbftraEtof my* 
Travels^ intended to ferve as a School for Fathers and 
Mothers : this, as my readers will perceive, was 
not very modeft ; but one could hardly help for- 
giving him ; for he fupported hiiqielf by very refped- 
able philofophical authorities, quoted them happily, 
and inveighed with all the indignation of an^ Jioneft 
heart, againfl the coldnefs aad negligence of .parents, 
too frequently the caufeof the deftruftiv^ irregularitie , 
of youth. La Blai^hcrie, diminutive, brown", and 
ordinary, had no hold pn my imagination ; but I did 
not diflikQ his rhind, and thought I could perceive 
that he had a great liking for my perfon. One evening, 
returning with my mother from a vifit to our old rela- 
tions, we found ray father in a thoughtful mood. 
* I have news for yoii,* faid he, fmiling. * La Blan- 
cherie is juft gone away, after pafSng more thai t^a 

hours 
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hours \vlth me ; he has told me a ferret ; and as it 
concerns you, Ma Jemoifelle, you mufl be let into it/ 
(The confequence was not ftridlly neceflary, l>ut it 
was cuftomary with my father to infer it.) * He is in 
love with her, and has propofed himfelf for my fon-in- 
law ; but he has no fortune, ar^d it would be a folly, 
as I have given him to underftand. He is prepar- 
ing for the bar, and means to purchafe a place in the 
magiftracy ; but what he has to expeft from hi$ 
family, being too little for the purpofe, he has 
been thinking, that if we like the match, his wife's 
fortune would fupply the deficiency, and that as 
our girl is an only child, they might live with us 
for the firft two or three years. He has been fay- 
ing a great number of fine things upon the fubjefl:, 
which may be very fatisfaftory to youthful fancy, 
but prudent parents require fomething more . folid. 
Let him fet up an office, or boy a place ; let him, 
in Ihort, follow his profeffion : it will be time enough 
to talk of marriage afterwards,; bat to begin by mar- 
.Tying, would be abfurd in the extreme. Befides, it 
would be neceflary to inquire -into his charader ; 
though that indeed might be eafily done. I had rather 
he were not noble, and that he had forty choufand 
good crowns in his purfe. He is a good young man : 
we had a great deal of talk together ; and though iie 
.was a little hurt by my arguments, he liflened to me 
\nth patience. At laft he requefted me not to fliut my 
door agatnft him> and urged his prayer with fo good 



a grace, that I confented, upon condition of hH 
not coming more frequently than before. I told him 
that I would not fay a word to you ; but as I know 
your difcretion, I never like- to keep you in the dark/ 
A few queftions from my mother, and fome prudent 
reflexions concerning the many things to be con{i'> 
dered before we form an aflPeftion, faved me -the 
trouble of anfwering ; but my thoughts were buHly 
employed. 

Though my father's calculations were well founds 
d, them was nothing unreafonable in the young man's 
propofal ; and I felt difpofed to fee him, and to ftudy 
his difpoiition with additional intereft and curiofity. " 
My opportunities were few: at the end of fome 
months La Blancherie fet off for Orleans, and I faw . 
no more of him till two years after. In * the meaA 
time I was very near marrying Oardanne, the phyfi« 
cian J a match recommended by one of our relations. 
Madam Defportes, a native of Provehte, ha4 marri- 
ed a tradefman at Paris ; and having been left a widow 
with an only daughter, at a very early age, had coil* 
tinned to deal in jewels, *the bufmefs which my father 
thought fb very agreeable. Sound fenfe, civility, 
good breeding, and a great deal of addrefs, procured 
her general efteem : . any one, indeed would have fupi- 
pofed that fhe carried oh her trade merely to oblige 
her cuftomers. Without going out of her apartment^ ^ 

which was neatly furnilhed, and in which flie received \ 

a very refpeftable fociety, compofed in part oi the 
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very pcrfons who fatisfied their wants or their luxury 
by purchafing her goods, Ihe maintained herfelf in 
cafy circumftances, without increafing or diminifhing 
the little fortune flie poffeffed. Being far advanced 
in years, fhe needed the affiftance of her daughter, 
who, out of filial affeftion, rejefted all offers of mar- 
riage, that her intimate union with her mother. might 
not be difturbed. 

Gardanne was a countryman of Madam Def- 
portes. Natural good fenfe, that lively difpofition fo 
common among the natives of the fouth, an excel- 
lent education, and an extreme defire to get on, pro- 
mifed the young dodor fuccefs in a career, already 
aufpicioufly begun. Madam Defporties, who receiv- 
ed him with that patronizing kindnefs which became 
her age and charafter, and which flie had the art of 
rendering agreeable, conceived the idea of giving him 
her young coufin for a wife ; but death overtook her 
while i^jent upon this projeft, which her daughter re- 
folved to execute, 

Gardanne both -delired and feared the connec- 
tion. In confidering the advantages and incon- 
veniences of becoming zBenedidjhe did not, 'like 
my romantic brain, attend to perfonal qualities 
alofte : he calculated every thing. My fortune was 
only twenty thoufand livres* ; but the fmallnefs of 
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this fum was compenfated by confiderabk expefka. 
tlons. The pecuniary arrangements were* made 
before I knew any thing of the matter, and the 
bargain abfolutely concluded, when I firft heard that 
a phyfician had entered the lifts^ 'The profeflion 
did i^ot difpleafe me ; it promifed an enlightened 
mind : but it was^ neceflary to become acquainted 
with his perifon* A walk in the Luxemburg gardens 
was propofed ; we were to be oVertaken, by the rain j 
and the rgtin came,, or at leaft was apprehended. 
We r^afor ihelter to the houfe of a Mademolfelle 
de Ijx Baire, a rigid Janfenift, and a friend of 
Madam befportes, who was overjoyed at the cir-, 
cumftance, and pfFered us refrefliments, which we 
were taking, when her phyfician came with his 
countrywoman in the very moment to pay her a 
vifit. ' . . ' 

A ||INUTE furvey took place on both fides, with- 
out any ^ appearance, on my part, of being fo em- 
ployed, but at the fame time without my fufFering 
any thing to efcape me. My coufia affumed an air 
of triumph, as if Ihe would have faid, ' I did not tell 
you (he was handfome : but what do you think of 
her?* My good, mother looked kind and penfivej. 
Mademoifelle de la Barre was equally profule t)f hqr 
wit and her confeftiopary ; the phyfician chattered 
away, and made great havoc among the fugar-plums, 
faying, with a fort of gallantry, that favoured a lit- 
tle of the fchool-boy, that he was very fond of every 

thing 
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thing fwect ; upon which the young lady obfcrved 
with a foft voice, a bluih, and a half fmile, that the 
men were accufed of loving fweet things, becaufe it 
was necefiary to make ufe of great fweemefs in deal- 
ing with them. The cunning doftor was quite tickled 
with the epigram. My father would willingly have 
given u$ his benedidion, and was fo poUte, that I was 
out of all patience with htm. The doftor retired firft 
to pay his evening vifits ; we returned as we came ; 
and this was called an interview. Mademoifelle Defi- 
portes, a ftrift obferver of punctilios, had fo ordered 
it, becaufe forfooth a man who has views of mar- 
riage ought never to fet his foot in a private houfe, 
where there is a daughter, until his propofals are 
accepted; but when once that is done, the mar- 
riage articles are direftly to be drawn up, and the 
cbnfummation is to follow immediately. This is 
the law and the prophets. A phyfician in<|^eha. 
biliments of his profeflion, is never a pleafing objeCt 
to a young woman ; nor could I indeed, at any pe- 
riod of life, figure to.myfelf fuch a thing as love ^n a 
periwig. Gardanne with his three tails, his phyfical 
look, his fouthern accent, and his black eye-brows, 
feemed much more likely to allay than to excite a fe- 
ver. But this I felt without making the refleftion : 
my ideas of marriage were fo ferious, that I could 
not perceive any thing laughable in his propofals.— 
* Well,* faid my good mother to me, in a tone of ten- 
der inquiry, * what think you of this man ? Will he 

fuit 



( i8» ) 

ftiit you ?• — ^*My dear mamma, it is impoilible yet for 
me to tell/—* But you can certainly tell whether he 
has infpired you with diflike/— * Neither diflike nor 
inclination : which of the two may come hereafter, I 
cannot fay.* — ' \^e ought to know however what an- 
fwer to givem cafe a propofal ihould be made in 
form.' — « Is the anfwer to be binding ?'— Affuredly, if 
we pafs our word to a decent man, we niuft adhere 
to it/ — ' And if I fhould not like him ?' — « Areafon- 
able young woman, not aftuated by caprice, after hav- 
ing once matur^ ^weighed the motives that deter- 
mine her in fo important a refolution, will never 
change her mind/ — * I am to decide then tipon the 
ftrength of a fingle interview/ — ^Not exaftly that; 
the intimacy of M. de Gardanrie with out family ena- 
bles us to judge of his conduct and way of life, and by 
means of a little inquiry we (hall eafily come at a 
knowledge of his difpofition. Thefe are the prin- 
cipal points to found a determination upon : the 
fight of the perfon is a matter of much lefs 
moment.' — *Ah mamma! I am in no hade to 
be married.' — * I believe it, daughter ; but you muft 
fettle yourfelf in the world fome time or other; 
and you have now attained the proper age* You 
have leftifed many offers from tradefmen; and 
they are the people from whom your fituatian makes 
offers themoft likely to come : you feem determined 
never to marry a man in bufinefs j the match at pre- 
fent in queftion is fuitable in every external point of 

view.-^ 
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view.— Take care then not to rejefl: it too lightly.* — 
^ It appears to me there is time enough to think about 
it; M. Gardanne has, perhj^s^ made no deciiion 
himfelf ; for it is certain that he never fatv ine before.' 
— * True ; but if that be your only excufe, it is pof- 
fible it may not be of long duration : I do not, how- 
ever, req^uire an immediate anfwer. Revolve the 
matter in your mind, and two days hence let me know 
what you think about it.* On faying this, my mother 
kiffed my forehead, and Withdrew. 

Reason and nature concur fo well in perfuading 
a prudent and raodeft young woman that (he ought 
to marry, that all deliberation upon the fubjeft 
is neceflarily confined to the choice of a mate* 
Now, as to this choice the arguments of my 
mother were, by np. means deftitute of force. I 
confidered, befides, that my provifional acceptance, 
however it might be conft rued, could. never amount 
to a pofitive engagement ; and that it would be- ab- 
furd to fuppofe me under contraft, becaufe I might 
confent to fee the perfon propofed at my father'^s 
houfe. I was fenfible too, if I ihouid diflike him, 
no confideration upon earth could induce me to ac- 
cept his hand. I determined then, within myfelf, 
not to fay no, but to wait till we fliould become bet- 
ter acquainted. 

We were juft oh the point of fetting off for 
the country, where we were to pafs a fortnight. 1 
thought .it would be improper to -delay our jour- 

ney 
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ney in cxpeftation of a fuitor, and my mother was 
of the fame opinion ; but wKen we were on the eve 
of our departure, Mademoifelle de la Barre came in 
great form to demand my hand in the dodor's name. 
My parents anfwcred in the general terms that people 
employ when they wifti it to be undei;ftood that their 
confent will depend upon further confideratipn. Per- 
miffion, however, was afked, and granted, for th'j 
lover to pay his refpefts in perfon. Mademoifelle 
Defportes, with her ufual formality, concluded it was ' 
her bufindfs to be his condififtdr ; and 'a family col- 
lation, at which Mademoifelle de la Barre and one of 
my female relations were prefent, ferved to celebrate 
the gentleman^s ceremonious entry into my father's 
houfe. The next day we fet ojBF for the country, on 
purpofe to pafs there the precife time neceffary for in- 
qukies. The fecond interview made no greater impref- 
fion upon me than the firft ; but- 1 thought I could 
perceive that Gardanne was a fenfible man, with 
whom a rational woman might live upon good terms ; 
and, like an unexperienced girl, I concluded that 
when once it was poffible to reafon and -underftand 
one another, a fufEcient provifion was made for ma- 
trimonial blifs. ' 

My mother was afraid that he (howed figns of an 
imperious difpofition ; an idea that never came into my 
mind : accuftomed to watch over myfelf, to regulate 
my affeftions, and to keep my imagination within 
bounds, and impreffed with a ftfong fenfe of the 
^ rigour 
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rigour and fublimity of the duties of a wife, I could 
not underftand what difference a difpofition, a little 
more or a little lefs indulgent, could mal^e to me, nor 
what mol-e could be Required of me than I required of 
myfelf. I reafoned like a philofopher who calculates, 
or like a reclufe equally a ftranger to the paffions, and 
to mankind.. I took my tranquil, affeftionate, gene- 
rous, and candid heart, as a common meafure of 
the moral qualities of my fpecies, I continued a long 
while to be guilty of that fault* It was the only 
fource of my errors. I haften to point it out : it is 
giving beforehand the key of my fcrutoire. I carried 
with me into the country a fort of inquietude : it was 
not that gentle agitation with which the beauties of 
nature ufually infpired me, and which rendered its 
charms ftill more grateful to my feelings. I found 
myfelf upon the eve of a new exiflence : I was going 
perhaps, to quit my excellent mother, my darling 
ftudies, my beloved retirement, and a fort of inde- 
pendence, for a ftate which I could not well define, 
and which would impofe on me the moft import- 
ant obligations. I thought it an honour to have 
them to difcharge, and was proud of being able to 
undertake them ; but the profpeft was clouded, and 
I experienced ail the hopes' and fears of incertitude., 
Mademoifelle Defportcs had made me promife to 
write to her ; and I kept my word : but at the end 
of a^ fortnight, I heard fhe was very milch afflided. 
My father, who ' did every thing by rule, would 

never 
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never have believed that he had married his daughter 
properly, and fulfilled the duty of a parent, if he 
•had not made his cuftomary inquiries in due form. 
Oardanne had been introduced by one of our rela- 
ttoos, who knew his family, and was intimate with him- 
felf. All poffible information had been afford^, but 
it did notfignify ; my father had Written to tftee or 
four peribns inProrencc, at the very beginning of the 
bafinefs, to inquire into the moil minute particulars of 
th^ doQior's family and habits. During our abfence, 
his vigilance did not even ftop there : he employed a 
variety of little manoeuvres, in order to Icam from fer- 
vants and . trajdefmen, the temper and way of life^. of 
liis fature fon-in^^law. Nor was that all ; he went to 
pay him at viiit; and, with an addrefs equal to that 
vhich he had made ufe of in hk inquiries, when he 
tec every body fee why he was makipg them, he affect- 
ed to be very well informed. He mentioned to Gar- 
danne in an ^wkward way, and as^ man whom he. 
ought to refped, one of his counitrymen with whom he 
was at variance, and added premature advice to his 
remarks in the authoritative tone of a father. Oardan- 
ne received at one and the fame time, letters from the 
country, rallying him upon the inquiries to which he 
gave occafion, intelligence of the inquifition carrying 
on concerning his private affairs, and the pedagogigal 
exhortation of his intended father-in-law. DiftrefTed, 
vexed, and irritated, he went to Mademoifelle Defpor- 
tes an4 complained with all the wafTOhcf a^pative of 
^T^oL. II. a A ' the 
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the fouth, of the ftrange conduft of a man, vrhofe 
amiable daughter had no other fault than that of having 
fo fingular a father. Mademoifelle Defportes^ fiery, 
as well as himfelf, and full of pride, was much dif- 
pleafed at his being fo little in love with her coufin as to 
comn^in of trifles like thefe, and gave liim a very in- 
different reception. The very moment thefe circum- 
ftances came to my knowledge, I eagerly embraced 
the opportunity of putting an end to my incer- 
titude ; and wrote to fay, that, on, my. return, I 
hoped to fee no more of my phyfical fuito^. Such. 
was the denouement oi ^ marriage which it was intended 
*to^ hurry on with fo much fpeed, that Gardanne ex- 
pefted to conclude the bufinefs in a w^ek after my re- 
turn. I congratulated myfelf on efcaping ties, that 
my friends would f^n have drawn clofely in fo fudden 
a manner^ my niother, alarmed at the dodor's 
warmth of temper, felt as if delivered from fomc 
dreadful danger, though grieving a little on other ac- 
counts ; my father endeavoured to conceal his fhamc 
and difappointment under the veil of lordly dignity.; 
and my coufin preferred hers by forbidding the doc- 
tor to fet his foot in her houfe. Five years after, Ma- 
demoifelle de la Barre told her, that this marriage was 
written in heaven ; that her friend kept himfelf free 
from all other engagements 9 and that the handbf 
Providence was preparing to bring us together, by 
means infcrutable to human eyes. 

"^ What 
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What an- excellent prophecy ! It was. as good as 
Ninon's billet to the Marquis de la Chaftre. 

My mother's health began^ infenfibly to decline. 
She had had a ftroke of the palfy, which was reprefented 
to me as the rheumatifm, a pious' fraud, in which, 
without flattering herfelf^ fhe willingly joined, in or- 
der to prevent my taking any alarm. Serious and ta- 
citurn, Ihe every day loft a portion of her vivacity j 
was fond of fecluding herfelf from the \«^orld ; and 
obliged me, fome^imes, to go out with the maid, refu- 
fing to quit her apartments She often talked of my . 
changing my condition, and lamented I could not 
prevail on myfelf to ciofe with any of the offers that 
were made me. One day in particular, fhe urged me, 
with melancholy earneftnefs, to accept an honeft jew- 
eller who had demanded my hand : * He has in favour,* 
faid file, ' great reputation for integrity, habits of fo- 
briety, and mildnefs of difpofition, with an eafy for- 
tune, which may become brilliant ; arid that circum- 
ftance makfeS part of the merit of a man, who is not 
remarkable for his perfonal advantages. He knows 
that yours is not a common mind, profeffes great 
efteem for you, will be proud of following your ad- 
vice, and fays already that he would not objed to 
his wife's fuckling her chilcken. You nxight lead 
him any way you like;' — * Why, mamma, I do not 
want a hufband who is to be led ; he would be too 
cuniberfome a child for me/ — * Do you^^iow that you 
are a very whimfical girl ? for after all ypu wotWP no; 
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like a mafter.*f-^* My dear mother, let usrundcrftand 
one another : I (hould not like a man to give hioifelf 
airs of authority : he would only teach me to refift ; 
but at the fame time, I fhould not like a hufband 
whom it would be neceflary to govern. Either I am 
much miftaken, or thofe beings five foot and a half 
high, with beards upon their chins,, feldom fail ta 
miike us perceive that they are the ftronger- Now if 
the good maii ihould think proper to remind me of 
that fuperiority, he would provoke me;, and if he 
fhould fubmit to be governed, I fhould be afhamed o£ 
my own power •'—' I undcrfland you ; you • would 
like a man to think himfelf the mafter, while obey* 
ing you in every thing/—* No, it is not that either t 
I hate fervitude, but I do not think myfelf made for 
empire ; it would only embarrafs me ; my rea^fon finda. 
it quite enough to take care of myfelL I fhould wiflx 
to gain the aflfedions of a man fo completely wonhy 
of my efteem, that I might be proud of my complat- 
iance ; of a man who would make his happinefs con- 
^^';.^ tt fift in contributing to mine, in the way that his gotxi 
^ fenfe and affeftion might think meet/—-' Happinefs,, 

daughter, does not always confift in that perfect con- 
formity of ideas and affedkions which you imagine ; 
if without that it could not exift, there would be 
hardly any fuch thing as a happy couple/ — * Neither 
do I know any whofe happinels 1 envy/ — ' Perhaps fo j 
but IHll among thofe matches you do. not envy, there 
may Wmany preferable to always living fingle. I may 

be. 
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be called out of the world fobner than you imagine; 
you would remain with your father j he is ftill young, 
and you cannot imagine all the difagreeable tilings 
that my fondnefs for you makes me fear. How hap* 
py fliould I be> if I could but leave you united to an 
honeft man, when I depart from this world/ Thefe 
Jaft ideas afflifted , me beyond meafure : my mother 
feemed to lift up the veil that concealed a fad and 
dreadful futurity, which I did not even apprehend. I 
had never thought of lofing her ; and the mere idea 
of fuch an event, which flie fpoke of as apprprching, 
llruck me with terror ; a cold fhi,vering feized my 
whole frame; I gazed upon her with wild and eager 
eyes,, from which her fmiles drew forth^ a fiood of 
tears. ' What ! you are alarmed i as if, in raking 
our refolutions, we ought not to calculate all poili- 
ble chances. I am not ill, though at a crincal tiiiie 
of life, of which the revolutions frequently prove fa- ' 
tal ; out it is in health that we ought to provide 
againft ficknefs, and the prefent occafion makes it 
peculiarly neceifary. An Loneft and worthy man 
offers you his hand ; you are turned of twenty, and 
will no longer fee fo many fuitors as have tendered 
you their homage during the iaft five years. I may 
be fnatched away-^do not then rejeft a hufband, 
who has not, it is true, the delicacy on which you fet 
£o great a value (a quality very rare, even where we 
look for it the molt); but he is a man who will lovfe. 
you, and with whom you may be happy J(^ Yes,! 
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mamma,' cried I with a deep figh, * happy as you 
have been !' My mother was difconcerted, and made 
me no reply, nor from that moment did fhe ever open 
her lips to'me about that or any other match, at lead 
in a preffing manner. The remark had efcaped me, 
as the expreflion of an acute feeling efcapes us when 
we have not taken time to refleft : the effed it pro- 
duced convinced me that it was top true- 

A STKANGER might have perceived at the firft 
glance the great difference between my father and 
mother : but who could feel like* me all the excel- 
lence of the latter ? I had not, however, fully calcu- 
lated all fhe muft have had to fuffer. Accuftomed 
from my infancy to fee the mofl profound peace 
prevail in the houfc, I could not judge of the 
painful efforts it might coft to piaintain it. My fa- 
ther loved his wife, and was.tendeily fond of me. 
Never — I will not fay a reproach-^but never did 
even a look of difcontent break in upon the good hu- 
mour of my mother. When fhe was not of her I\uf- 
band's opinion, and could not prevail upon him to 
modify it, fhe appeared to pafs fentence upon her 
own without the fmalleft reluftance. It was ' on- 
ly during the latter years of her life, that, feel- 
ing myfelf hurt by my father^s mode of reafon- 
ing, I fometimes took the liberty to interfere in 
the difcuffion.: by degrees I gaiaed a certain fort of. 
afcendance, and availed myfelf of it with confiderable 
freedoi% Whether It was the novelty of my enter- 

prife 



( '91 ) 

prife that confounded him, or whether it was wcaknefs, 
I know not, but my father yielded to me more readily - 
than to his wife ; I always exerted my influence in her ' 
defence ; and might not unaptly have been termed my 
mother's watch-dog. It^was ho longer fafe to moldft 
her in my prefence— either by barking, or by pulling 
thelkirt of the coat, or by Ihewingmy teeth in good 
eameft, I was fuie tp make the aflailant let go his hold. 
It is worthy of remark, that, being no lefs referred 
than my mother in regard to her hulband, I never 
faid a word to her in private, and .out of his hearing, 
that was not confident with filial refpeft. I employed 
in her defence the force, I will fay even the authority 
of reafon, whfen addrefs did not fuffice ; but when we 
were alone I fhould not have dared to utter a word 
relative to what had pafTed. For her fake I could en- 
ter the Kfts even againft her hufband ; but that huf- 
band, when abfent, was no longer ahy thing but my 
father, about whonvwe were both filent, unlefs whett 
any thing could be faid in his praife. I could perceive 
however, that he had loft by degrees his habits of in- 
duftry. Parifli bufihefs having firft called him from 
home ; fauntering abroad afterwards became a paflion. 
All public fpedacles, and every thing that was palling 
out of doors, attrafted, his attention ; a paflion for 
gaming next laid hold of him ; connexions made at 
the coffee-houfe led him elfewhere : and the lottery 
held out temptations which he could not refifl:. The 
defireof making a fortune having engaged Jim in 
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«• 



, ( 192 ) 

fpeculations, quite foreign to his profaffion, and not 
always fuccefsful, that defire, when once he had loft 
his affiduity, made him fet every thing at hazard. In 
propordon as his art was lefs exercifed, his talents 
diminiftied ; and by leading a lefs regular life, he 
impaired his faculties : his fight grew weak, and his 
hand loft its fteadinefs. His pupils being lefs fuperin- 
tended by their mafter, became l^s able to fupply his 
j5lace ; and it was foon found neceffary to diminifli 
their number, becaufe the tide of bufinefs neceffarily 
flowed elfewhere. Thofe changes took place by in- 
fenfible degreies, and their cfFefl: became very per- 
ceptible, before any one had calculated all its confe- 
quences. My mother grew penfive, and began now 
and then to give me imperfefi: intimations of her 
uneafinefs, which I was fearful of uuci^afing by 
fpeaking of whac neither flie nor I could prevent. 
I was careful to procure her every fatisfaftion that 
depended upon me; and as flie was grown averfe 
to walking, I fometicaes confented to leave her, in 
order to go abroad v^ith my father, whom I requeft- 
ed to take me out for a walk. He no longer fought 
to have me with him as formerly; but be ftiH took a 
pleafure in attending me, and I ufed to bring him 
back in a fort of triumph to that excellent mother 
whofe tender emotions I could eafily perxieive when- 
ever (he faw us together. We were not always 
gainers byit ; for my father, that be might neither 
refufo'J^ daughter, nor be difappointed of his plea- 
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fures, would firfl: fee me fafe home, and then go out 
again, for an inftant, as he faid ; but Inftead of re-> 
turning to fupper, he would forget the hour, ^nd 
not come home till midnight. In the mean time we 
had been weeping in*filence ; and if it happened to 
me, on his return, to reprefent to him our chagrin, 
he treated the matter lighily, parrying my gentle re- 
proaches by raillery^ or elfe retired in the iilence of 
difcontent. Our domeftic happinefs was buried be- 
neath thefe clouds ; but the peace of the family re- 
mained unaltered, fo that an indifferent fpedator 
would not have perceived the changes that were daily 
taking place. ., 

My mother had fuffered confiderably, for more 
than a year, from a kind of obftruftion in the refpi- 
ratory paffages, which refembled a cold in the head, 
but of which her phyficians were totally unable to im- 
agine the caufe. After various remedies, they re- 
commended exercife, which fhe was no longer fond 
of, and country air. That was juft before Whitfun- 
tide of the year 1775, and it was^ agreed that we 
fliould pafs the holydays at Meudon. Oh the Sunday 
morning I did not wake, as I was accuftomed to do 
when any of thofe rural excurfions were in agitation : 
I was overcome by broken and uneafy fleep, and tpr- 
mented by ill-omened dreams. I thought we were re- 
turning to Paris by water, in the midft of a ftorm j 
and upon getting out of the boat, a corpfe that wa$ 
dragging alhore impeded my way. I was^ierrified 
'VOL. II. 29 at 
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at the fight, and was endeavouring to find out whofe 
body it could be. — At that very inftant, my mother, 
laying her hand lightly upon my legs, and calling me 
with her foft voice, put an end to ray dream. I wa5 
as much rejoiced at feeing her, %s if fhe had faved me 
from the moft imminent danger ; I ftretched out my 
arms, and embraced her with emotion, telling her 
fbe had done me great kindnefs by waking me. I 
got up ; we made our arrangments, and fet off. The 
weather was fine, the air calm, a litde boat conveyed 
us fpeedily to the plage of our deftination, and the 
charms qf the country reftored my ferenity. My 
mother was the better for the journey j and refumed 
a portion of her aftivity. It was on the fecond day 
we difcovered Ville- bonne, and the water-bailiff of 
the Moulin Rouge. I had promifed my Agatha to 
call upon her the day after the holydays ; we returned 
on Tuefday evening j and my mother purpofed ac- 
companying me to the convent ; but being a little fa- 
tigued with the exercife of the preceding days, fhe 
changed her mind at the^ moment I was fetting off, 
and defired the maid to accompany me. I then wilhcd 
to (lay at home ; but {he infifted on my keeping my 
word ; adding, that I well knew fhe had no ob- 
jedtion to being alone, and that if defirous of 
taking a turn in the Jardin du Roiy I was free fa 
to do. ' 

My vifit to Agatha was a fhort one : * Why are 
you in fuch hafle ?* faid fhe j * does any one cxpeft 
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yoti ?' — ^ No J but I aqi antlous ta return to my 
mother/—* Why, you told me fhe was trelL' — ' £ 
did fo J not doesihe expect me fo foon j but I know 
not what it is that torments me : I (hall not be eafy till 
I £ee her again/ On fayidg thi^^I felt my heart fwell^ 
as it were^ in f{>ite of me^ 

It may, perhaps^ be fuppofed thefe circumftances 
are added by the refledion of a fentiment^ which lendd 
its colour to preceding incidents* — I am no more than 
a faithful hiflorian, and relate fa£ts, which the event 
alone afterwards recalled to my mind^. 

It mufl certainly have appeared from the expofitloa 
of ,my opinions, and ftill more from the fucceflive 
developement of the ideas I had acquired, that I was 
at that time nd mora infedled with certain prejudices, 
than 1 am now with fuperftition. Accprdingly, in re- 
fleeing upon what are called prefentmentSy I have 
often thought they are nothing more than rapid glan- 
ces caught by perfons of quick perception and ex- 
quifue feelings, of a multitude of things whkh are 
fcarcely perceptible, which carinpt even be defcribed, 
which are rather felt than underftood, and fron> 
which an affefition refults that is not to be accounte4 
for, although it is afterwards juftified by the event* 

The more lively the intcreft any objefit infpires^ 
the ftronger is our perception or fenfibility in regard 
to that objeft, and the more we have of thofe 
phyfical notices, if I may be allowed thecxpreffion, 
V'hich are afterwards cs^Ued prefentiraents, and whkh 
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the jncients confidered as auguries, or intimations 

^^ tell!^ gods. 

'^7^wiTpp8iiij^^(j»i to me the deareil objed upon 
eartli )^«v ^Varawing near her end, without any 
external fign that might ferve to announce it to 
common obfervers : nor had my attention yet diftin- 
guiflied any thing that clearly indicated fo dread- 
ful a blpw ; but doubtlefs Come flight alterations 
muft have taken place in her, by which I was agi- 
tated without knowing why : I could not fay that 
1 was uneafy, becaufe I (hould not have known why ; 
but my mind was not at peace; my heart frequently 
funk within me while looking at. her; and when- 
ever I left her, I experienced a difagreeable feeling 
that made me impatient to return* When I was 
taking leave of Agatha, there was fomething fo fin- 
gular in my manner, that fhe begged me to let her 
hear from me immediately. I hurried hopie not- 
withftanding the obfervations of the maid, who 
was of opinion that a walk in the Jardin du Roi 
would be very pleafant at that time of day* I came 
to the houfe, and found a little girl of the neigh- 
bourhood (landing at the door : — ' Ah ! Made- 
moifeile,* exclaimed (he, on feeing me, ' your mam- 
ma is taken very ill ; fhe has been for my mother, 
who is gone up flairs with her to her apartment.' 
Struck with affright, I uttered a few inarticulate 
founds : 1 ran, I flew into the room ; and there I 
found my mother in an armed-chair, with her head 
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fellen on her ftioulder, her eyes wild, her mouth open, 
and her arms hanging down* On feeing me, her 
countenance brightened ; (he endeavoured to fpeak, 
bu-t her tongue could with difficulty utter a few half- 
formed words : flie wiflied to fay, that flie was wait- 
ing for me with impatience; fhe made an effort to 
raife her arms ; one only obeyed the impulfe of her 
will J Ihe laid her hand on my face, wiped away fhe 
tears that bedewed ft v^ith her fingers ; tapped me ' 
gently on the cheek, as if to comfort me ; an effort . 
to fmile appeared in her countenance y Ih'c tried to 
fpeak:— ^vain efforts 1 the palfy tied her tongue, 
funk her Head, and annihilated half her body. Nei- 
ther Hungary water, npr fait put into her mouth, 
nor friction, produced any effed. In an inflant I 
had difpatched meffengers for my father, and theuphy- 
fician ; I had darted . like lightning myfelf to fetch 
two grains of tartar emetic from the next apotheca- 
ry's. The phyfician came; my mother was pui into 
bed ; and medicines were adipiniflered : the difordei* 
notwithftanding made a dreadful progrefs. Her eyes 
were clofed ; her head, funk upon her chefl, could 
no longer fupport itfelf ; and her fhort and convul- 
five breathing indicated a general opprefficw of the 
whole tody. She heard however what was faid, and 
when afked if flie felt much pain, pointed out the feat 
of her fufferings by putting her left hand to her fore- 
bead. I was ineiJtpreffibly aftive ; I ordered every 
thing, and had always done it myfelf before it 

could 



could be done by any other perfon : I app^red not 
to quit her bed fide, and yet I prepared for her every 
thing fhe wanted. About ten o'clock in the evening 
I faw the phyfician take my father and two or three 
women afide ; I begged to know what he had pro- 
pofed ; and was told that they had fent for the ex- 
treme unftion : — I thought it was all a dream. The 
priefl came, began to pray, and performed a ceremo-^ 
ny I did not underftand, while i held a light to him,, 
in > obedience to a mere mechanical impulfe. Stand- 
ing at the foot of the bed without anfwering, or giving 
way to thofe who wifhed to take my place, wkh my 
eyes fixed on my adored and dying mother, and en- 
tirely occupied by a fingle fentiraent, which at length 
Tufpended all my faculties, I let the candle drop out 
of my hand, and fell fenfelefs on the floors I was. 
carried off, and found myfelf, fome time after- 
wards, in the parlotir adjoining to my bed- chamber^ 
furrounded by the family. I turned my eyes to- 
wards the door ; 1 rofe from my feat; and finding 
myfelf held back, made fuppliant geflures to ob- 
tain permiffion to return. A folemn filence, and a. 
mournfol but conftant oppofition, counterafted my 
defire. W regained my . ftrength j 1 begged j I in- 
fifted } but they were inexorable ; and I broke out 
inte a fort of rage. At that inftant my father walked 
into the room,- pale atui fpeechlefs with grief; and 
anfwered to the filent inquiry that every one feemed 
to make, by a look which drew forth a general excla- 
mation 
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mation of forrow. The confternation of thofe around 
me gave me an opportunityof getting away ; I rufhed 
forth impetuouily ; my mother- — fhe was no more ! 
I lifted up her arms ; I could not believe it : I opened 
and viofed alternately thofe eyes that were never to 
fee me again, and that were wont to rivet themfelves 
upon me with fuch endearing tendernefs ; I called her ; 
I threw myfelf upon her bed in a tranfport of grief: 
I prefled my lips to her's ; I feparated them ; I endea- 
voured to inhale death : I hoped to .draw it in with 
my breath, and inftantly to expire. I know not well 
what followed ; I oijly remember, that towards the 
morning I found myfelf at a neighbours, whither M. 
Befnard came, who had me put into a carriage, and 
conveyed me to his houfe. We alighted ; my great 
.aunt embraced me in filence ; fet me down at a little 
table ; offered me fomething to drink, and entreated 
me to take it. I tried to gratify her, and fainted away. 
They put me to bed, and there I pafTed a fortnight, 
between life and death, in the moft dreadful convul- 
fions. The phyfical fenfation, which I remember, was 
that of a continual fuffocation ; and my refpiration, 
as I was afterwards told, was a kind of ho\vlj||g, rhat 
^vas heard in the ftreet : I had fufFered a revolution, 
which my fituation rendered ftill more critical, and 
from which I was only faved by a ftrong conftitution, 
and by the boundlefs attentions that were laviftcd 
on mc. My refpeftable relations removed their beds 
into little clofets, to afford me a more comfortable 

lodging 



( 200 ) 

lodging ; they feemed to have aflumed new vigour/ in 
order to redeem me from the grave ; and would not 
permit anything to be oflFered. me by a mercenary 
hand. They infifted upon waiting on me ihemfelves, 
and would only confent to be aflifted by my coulin, a 
young woman of the name of Trudc, who came 
every evening to pafs the night with me, lying in the 
fame bed, and careful to anticipate and relieve the fits 
of convulfion with which I was frequently feized. 

Eight diys had elapfed, and I had not (hed a 
tear : great forrows, alas ! are not relieved fo eafily. — 
(The fcalding drops, at this moment, are ftreaming 
down my cheeks ; for I dread an evil ftill greater than 
what I fufFer. All piy hopes and wiflies were centred 
in the fafety of what I love ; and its fate is become more 
uncertain than ever ! Calamities fpreading like a dark 
and dreadful cloud, are ready to envelope all that was 
dear to me^; and I labour, with difficulty and pain, to 
divert my attention from theprefent, by obliging my- 
felf to retrace the part.)— 

An epiftle from Sophy came to open the fource 
of my tears ; the footbing voice and tender expref- 
fions q£ jFriendfliip recalled my faculties, and fpoke 
confolation to my heart. They produced an efFeft, 
which the warm bath, and the medical art, had 
courted in vain r a new revolution took place ; I wept, 
aiid was faved. The fuffocation diminiflied ; all the 
dangerous fymptoms abated, and the convulfions be- 
came 
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cai%e U& frequent ; but every p^iijFul.ippreflloii ^jv^ 
fure to bring on a fit. 

My ^ther pr,efente4 fairnfetf to me ia the ff^^. ap- 
parel» (h»t tfitdd^d a iofs, coymBOKi €o ^s t?pth^ b^f, 
unequally Mt : tc iu)4iertQok jo t^oRfole jne, by re- 
prd^^ting, thiit PrcifviAmc^ dj^ppff$d every ^bjng fof 
tbebeil, /^ven In; Oiur pal^mlti^s ; tt^at my ni^hqr J^^ 
fulfilled cbe ta(k aCigA^ bej in tj^s ^orjid^ ^he ^uq^ 
{ion of hex child y wd that, i^nc^ h^H^y^Ti bad diecree^ 
I (hould 4afe c^e pf my pareniits, jt was better tjip 
one ihould remain who could be mod ufeful to my 
fortune. My lofs was certainly irreparable, even in ^ 
that refped, as the event fully proved ;. but I did 
not then make the reflection : I only felt the inefEcien- 
ey of this pretended confolation, fo little adapted to 
my way o^ thinking; and medbred, perhaps, for 
the firfl time, the diftance that feparated my father 
from myfelf. It feemed as if he was tearing away 
the reverential veil, under which I had hitherto con- 
fidered him : I found myfelf completely an orphan, 
fince my mother was gone, and my father could ne- 
ver underAand me : a new kind of grief opprefled 
my afflided heart : and I fell again into the deepefl: 
defpair. The tears, however, of my confin, %nd 
the forrow of my worthy relations. Hill offered me 
occafions of tender emotion j they had th^ir effed, 
and I was fnatched from the dangers that threatened 
my exiftence* Why, alas ! at that period did it not 
VOL. II. 2 c termi- 



ferminatie ? !(» was my firfl affliction ; by how many 
others has it been followed ? . 

Here concludes the ferene and fplendid era of 
that tranquil /life, pafled.in peace and in the enjoy- 
ment of blifsful aflPeftions and beloved occupations, 
and rdembling the beautiful mornings of fpring, 
when the ferehity of the Iky, the purity of the air, 
the verdure of the foliage, and the fragrance of plants 
and flowers, enchant all animated nature, develope 
exiftence, and confer happinefs by promiiing it. 
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, Y mother was not more than fifty years of age* 
when I was dqprived of her in fo cruel ar manner. 
An abfcefs in her head, which proceeded from ati* 
unknown catife, and which was only difcoveted by 3 
difcharge from her nofe and. ears that took place at' 
her death, accounted for the (teange obftruclion 'of 
the refpiratory paffages^ with which flie had been fo 
leng afilided : but for this^ incidental difeafe, it is pro-^ 
bable that 'the fecond ftrokeof the palfy would not 
have been attended with fata^confequence8. Her cheer-* 
' fi^l countenance anid frefll complexion did not an- 
nounce fo untimely a death ; her ailments appeared 
to be thofe of a time of life which women feldom attain 
without fuffering a confideraWe change of conftitution;^ 

ai^d. 
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and the melancholy, and even the defpondency that I 
had remarked for fome time before, w^e fufEciently 
accounted for by moral caufes, of which ,1 was but 
too well aware. 

Our laft excurfions into the coimtry feemed to have 
given heV new life : the very day fhe was torn from me 
1 had left her in good health at tlHee in the afternoon : 
I returned at half gaft five— the hand af death was 
already upon her, and at midnight fhe was no more. 
Poor playthings of unpitying fate I why are fenti- 
ments fo lively, a^id fuch momentous projeds, at- 
tached to an exifleflce fo frail ? 

Thus was fnatchcd from the world one:of the bed 
and mofl amiable women that ever inhabited it. No- 
thing brilliant rendered her remarkable, but every 
thing tended to endear her the moment fhe was 
known. Naturally wife and good, virtue did noi. 
feem to coft her any effort ; fhe found means to ren- 
der it . amiable and gentle, like herfelf. Prudent, 
calm, and tender-hearted, without being fubjeft to^ 
any excefs of fenfibilixy, her pure and tranquil fpirit 
purfued its even courfe like the docile flream that 
bathes with equal gentlenefsi the feot of the rock 
which holds it captive^ and the valley which at once 
it enrichies and adorns^ Her /udden dea(t^ made me 
experieiure thejnoft heart-rending pangs, and moft 
violent tranfports of griefs - 
♦ * It is a good thing to poffefs fenfibility ; it is un- 
foi^tunate to have fo much of it^' faid> mournfully at 

^ ^ my 



C 3 ) 

my fidfe, tlic Ahh6 Lcfgraad, :wrho came to lee mtf at 
the boufe of rifcy aged relations. When Ibegan to'' 
recover, they liaflened to invite, and to receive in- 
fucceffion, the different perfons with whom r was ac- 
quaintied, on purpofe to familiarize me wilfh exter- 
nal objeds. I feemed not toexift in that world ^hevQ 
I was placed : abforbed by ttvf forrow, I fcarcelf 
perceived what was paffing around tnc. I did not 
fpeak, or, if I did, my replying to ray own thoughts, 
inftead of attending to thofe of others, made me ap- 
pear like a diftradted creature. Then again the be^ 
loved image which was always prefent to my mind, 
recalling by ftarts the dreadful idea of my lofs, fuddea- 
jfcriejks eicaped mre, my out-ftretched arms ftiffcned, 
and I fainted away. 

Although incsipable of any application, I had lu* 
cid intervals, in which I perceived the forrow of my 
relatibns, their affeftion, and the kind attentions of 
my coufin ; and in tvhich I tried all I could to diminiih 
their anxiety. The Abbe Legrand, polTeffed faga- 
city eiKfugh to judge that it was neceffary tcr talk to me 
a great deal concerning my mother, in-order to ren-' 
der me capable of thinking of any thmg ielfe. Ac- 
cordingly he convefrfed with me about her, and led 
me infenfibly to refleftions and ideas, which, with- 
out being foreign to the fubjeft, baniflied the habit-^ 
ual recolleftion of my lofs. As foon as he believed 
me fufEciently recovered to look at a book, he con- 
ceived the idea of bringing me the Heloife of yem 

yaqaet 
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^ Jaquis Roujfeau ; and the perufal of it was in truth the 
fit ft alleviation of my forrow. I was then twentyrone 

! years of age : I had read a great deal ; I was ac- 
quainted with a confiderable number of writers, hif- 
torians, learned men, and philofophers : but Rouf- 
feau made an impreilion on my mind fimilar to that 
which Plutarch had done when I was eight years 
old. It appeared that this was the intelledual-food 
that fuited me, and the interpreter of ideas which 
I entertained before j but^ which he alone liad the . 
art of explaining to my fatisfadlion. 

Px-uTARCH had prepared rfte to become a republi- 
can ; he had called forth that vigour and elevation pf 
mind which^conftitute the charafter j and had infpired 
me with a real enthufiafm in favour of freedom and 
of public: virtue* Rouii[eau pointed out the donieftic 

, happinefs to which I had a right to afpire« and the in- 
effable enjoyments which I was capable of tafting. 
Ah !, while able to put me more effcftually upon my 
guard againft what is called an indifcretiony why. was 
it not alfo in his power to proted me againft a ferious 
attachment? I brought into that corrupt world in 
which I was doomed to live, and into the revolution 
which I was then far from forefeeing, a mind ftored 
long beforehand with all that could render me capa- 
ble of great facrifices, and expofe me to: great mis- 
fortunes. Death will only be the period of both; I 
exped it, and I fhould not have thought pf filling 
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up the flioTt mterval which feparates us. With the reu 
cital of my own ftory ; if calumny had not dragged 
me forward on the ftage, on purpoVe to make a? 
more cruel attack upon thofe whom fhe feeks to ruin. 
I take a pleafure in publilhing truths that intereft not 
myfelf atone ; and am determined not to conceal a 
fingle fa£t^ that their conneftion may ferve to give 
them demonftration. 

I i>iD not return to my father's without experien- 
cing the fenfations always infpired by the fight of thofe 
places which we have been accuftomed to inhabit in 
coriipany with friends who are no more. The ilU 
judged precaution of removing my mother's portrait 
had been taked, as if the vacancy were not more 
calculated than the pifture itfelf to awaken a pain- 
ful recdlleftion of my lofs* I inftantly demanded it, 
and it was reftored. , , 

Domestic cares devplvihg entirely on me, I made 
them my occupation ; but they were not very nu- 
merous in a faihily confifting of only three perfons. ' 
I never could comprehend how the attention of a 
woman who poffeffes method and a^vity, can be 
engroffedby them, let her houfehold be as confider- 
able as it may : for fuppofing it great, there is a great 
number of perfons to take part of them oflf her , 
hands j and^ nothing is wanting but a proper diftri- 
bution of employments, and a fmall fhare of vigi- 
lance. Jn the different fituations of the kind, in 
which I have found myfelf, nothing has ever been 

done 



^one bttt by my orders; aiid yet «rli^ii tb<^e catc^ 
gave me the moft occupatioB, they fcai;gely ever coiu . 
fumed more than two hours a ^ay- People who 
Icnow bow to.eiTiploy themfe.lves^ always ^fjiad lejUur^ 
moments, while thofc who 4^ nothing are in want .of 
jtime for every things Befides.^ it ^ nqt JTyrprifijog 
that the women who pay or receive ufeljefs ylfits, or 
who think themfelves badly drefled,.if t^jh^Vienoit 
devoted a great deal of ti^ to their joilet, /bojild 
find the days long and tirefome, and at the famq 
time too ihort for th,e perfornuAce oi tjiei^ duties ; 
but, I haveXeen what are termed nat;ab]e wpmen, ren^ 
dered infapportable to the world, and even to their 
hafbanda, by a fatigmng pre-occypation abqu^t their 
trifling concerns. I know nothing fo difgufting as 
^is ridiculous . conduft, |X0:r fo we^ll calculated tp 
render a man attached to any other woman rather 
than to his wife. She rouft, no doybt, appear 
to hima fit perfon for his houfdkeeper : but is: not 
Kkely to cure him of the defire of feeking more ami- 
able accomplKhment? elfewhere. 

I THINK that a wife (hould ke^p the linen and 
clothes in order, or caufe them fo to be kept, fucklc 
hl^r children, give direftions concerning the cookery, 
or fupeiintend it herfelf, but without faying a word 
about it, and yirith fuch a command of temper an4 
fuch a managemej^t of her time, as may leav? her the 
means of talking of other matters, ?md of pleafing nO' 
lefs by her good humour, tbao by the graces natural 

'to 
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to her 'iTex. I have already had occafion to remark, 
that it is nearly the fame in the government of ftates 
as of families. Thofe famous houfewives who are al- 
ways expatiating on their labours, are fure either to 
leave much in* arrears, or to render themfelves tire- 
fome to 6very one around them ; and in like manner 
thofe men in power, fo talkative and fo full of 
bufinefs, only make a mighty buftle about the difl' 
ficulties they are in, becaufe too awkward and too ig- 
norant to remove them. 

My ftudies became dearer to me than ever, and 
conftituted my confolation. Left alone ftill more than 
ever, arid often in a melancholy humour, I found my- 
felf under the neceflity of writing. I was fond of 
rendering an account of my own ideas to myfdf, afid 
the intervention of my pen afllfted me in putting them 
in order* When I did not employ it, I was rather loft 
in reveries than engaged in meditation ; but with my 
pen I kept my imagination within bounds, and pur^ 
fued a regular chain of reafoning. I had already be- 
gun to make fome colle6lions, which I have fince aug- 
mented, and entitled, *The Works of Leiture Hours, 
and various Reflection's/ I had nothing further in 
view than to fix my opinions, and to have witnefles of 
my fentiments, when oil fome future day I might con- 
front them with' one another, fo that their gradations 
or. their changes might ferve me at once as a lelTon 
and a record. I have a pretty large packet of th'efe 
juvenile works piled up in the dufty comer of my 
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library, or perhaj)S in A garret. Never, howerer, 
did Lfeel the fmalleft temptation to become an author : 
I perceived at a very early period, that a woman who 
acquires the ti^le lofes far more than fhe gains. She 
forfeits the afFeftion of the male fex, and provokes 
the criticifm of her own. If her works be bad^ Ihe 
is ridiculed, and not without reafon ; if good, her 
right to them is difputed ; or if envy be forced to 
acknowledge the beft part to be her own, her charac- 
.ter, her morals, her conduft, and her talents, are 
fcrutinized in fuch a manner that the reputation of her 
genius is fully counterbalanced by the publicity given 
to her defers. 

Besides, my happinefs was my chief concern j and 
I never faw the public intermeddle with chat of any 
one without marring it. I know nothing fo agreeable 
as to be rated ^t our full worth by the people with 
whom we live ; nor any thing fo empty as the admi- 
ration of a few perfons whom we are never likely to 
meet again. 

Ah, my God ! what an injury was done me by 
thofe who ' took upon them to withdraw the veil 
under which I wifhed to lie concealed ! During 
twelve years of my life I feared in my hufband's 
labours as I participated in his repafts, becaufe one 
was as natural to me as the other. If any part of 
his works happened to be quoted, in which parti- 
cular graces of ftyle were difcovered ; or if a flat- 
tering reception was given to any of the academic 

trifles, 
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trif{e&5 that he took a pfeafure in tranfinittingto Hkm 
learned focieties^ of which he was a member ; I par- 
took of his fatisfadion^ without remarking that it 
was my owB compofition; and not uufrequemij he 
brought himfelf to believe that he had been in a= 
happier difpofition than ufual when he had written 
a paflage, which in reality proceeded from my pen. 
If, during his adminiftration, an occafion occurred 
for the expreffioa of great and ilriking truths, I 
poured forth my whole foul upon the paper ;. apdit. 
was but natural that its eflfufions (hould be preferable 
to the laborious teemings of a fecretary's brain^ I 
loved my country ; Lwas an enthufiaft, in the caufe 
qf Bjberty ;, I was unacquainted with any intjcreft or. 
any paflions that could enter into competition 'with> 
that eathufiafni: ^ my language conlequently could 
not but be pure and patheeic, as it was that of the? 
heart and of truth. 

I WAS fo taken up with the importance of my fub-^ 
je£k, that I had not a thought to> throw away upon, 
ttiyfelf,. Once only I was diverted by a curious co-. 
incidence of circumftances : That' was while writing j 
to the pope, to claim the French artifts imprifoncd. 
at Rome. A letter to the pope, in the name of the. 
Executive. Council of France, Iketched fecretly by 
the handof a woman, in the humble clolet, which; 
Marat was pkafed to term a boudoir^ y appeared to mc^ 

* A private apairtnient dejckedout.with. allthc refeiementtof ^(I* 
sitic luxury, and confecrated to voluptuoufnefs. — Tranf. 
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b ftrange a things that I laughed heartily afiber I had 
jSnifhedit. The pleafure of thofe coatrafts ccmfifted 
in their fecr^cy i but that was neceiTarily lefs attainable 
in a (ituation which was no longer that of a private in* 
dividual^ and where the eye of a clerk furveys the hand- 
writing he is copying. There is nothing fingular how« 
ever in all this, unkfs it be its iiovelty. Why fltould 
not a woman ad as fecret^y to her hufhand without 
depriving him of any portion of his merit ? It is well 
known that minifters cannot do everything themfelves; 
and furely, if the wives of thofe of the old government^ 
cm: even of the new, had been capable of inakiflg' 
draughts of letters, of official difpatchesj or of. pro- 
clamations, their time would have been better employ^ 
ed in fo doing, than in foliciting and intiiguing fiT'ft for 
one friend^ and then for another : the pne excludes, 
the other by the very nature of things.. If thof8 wha 
found me out had formed a right judgment of things,, 
they would have faved me from a fort of celeteity, ta 
which I never afpired: inftead of now fpending my 
time in refutii^g falfehood, I fliould be readii^ a chap- 
ter of Montaigne, painting a flower, or playing aa 
ariette ; send &quld thus beguile the folitude of my pri- 
fon, without fitting down to write my confefiion. But 
I am anticipadng a period which I had not as yet 
attained ; I remark it without conftraint> as I have 
done it without fcruple : fmce I am the perfon ta 
be defcribed, it is neceflary that I fhould be exhi* 
bitcd^wkh all my irregularities* I do Hot conduft 

my 
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my pen, it carries' me along wkfc it wherercr Vt ' 
pieafes, and I let it have its own way. 
* Mviather fcrioufly endeavoured, in the early part 
of his widowhood, to remain more at borne than 
hitheifto ) but he was attacked by ennui: and when 
once the love of his profefEon proved infufficient to 
prevent that diftemper of the mind, it was not at all 
furj^ifing that my efforts to cure it Ihould be of no 
avails. 1 wifhed to converfe with him, but we had 
few ideas in common, and it is probable that he al-« 
ready inclined to a fpecies of difcourfe in which he 
- would not have wiflied to fee me a» adept. I oftea- 
engaged him in a game of piquet, but a game of pi- 
quet with his daughter was tiardly interefting enough. 
to keep him awake ; befides, he well knew that cards 
were rnyaveriion, ahd in fpiie of my defire toper- 
faade ^im that they a&rded nie entertainment, and 
in fpite of my endeavours really to relilh the pleafure 
of axnuiing him, he perfifted in confidcring my play- 
ing as the mere «ffeft of cotnplaifance* • 

I couLix have wiflied to render his home agreeable 
to him ; but the means were not in my power. My 
only acquaintances were my aged rcktions, whom- 
we fometimes went to fee, but who never ftirred out 
of doors*. It would have been well if he had form- 
ed a little focicty at home; but unfortunately, he had 
found one elfewhere, and was well aware of the im- 
proptiety of introducing fuch company to his daugh- 
ter*-^Was my mother really in the wrong in fecin- 

ding 
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Sng herfelf from the world, and in not making kr 
houfe gay enough to captivate her hufband ? This 
would be blaming her on too flight grounds, and it 
would aHb be unjuft to confider my father as very re- 
prehenfible on account of a few errors of which he 
himfelf became the vidlim^ 

There is fuch a connexion between the cvils^ 
which neceffarily refult from a firft caufe, that it al- 
ways behoves us to revert to that original mifchief to 
account for all the reft. 

• The legiflators of the prefent day endeavour to 
form a general good, whence the happinefs of each 
individual i& to fpring ; but I am greatly afraid that 
this is putting the cart before the horfc.. It would 
be more conformable to nature, and perhaps to 
reafon, to ftudy well what conftitutes domeftic happi- 
nefs, and to enfure it to individuals ia fuch a way 
that the common, felicity fliould be compofed of 
that of each citizen, and that all ihould be interefted 
in preferving an order, of things, to which fuch 
bleflings would be due. However fpecious the 
written principles of a conftitution may be, if I be- 
hold ^ .portion of thofe who have adopted it im* 
merfed in grief and tears, I (hall confider it as no het^ 
ter than a political monfler ; and if thofe who do not 
Veep, rejoice in the fufferings of the reft, I fhall fay 
that k is atrocious, and that its authors are either 
weaker wicked men. 

In a marriage where the parties are ill-matched, 

the 
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the Virtue of one of them may maintain order zni 
peace ; but the want of happinefs will be experienced 
fooner or later, and produce inconveniences more or 
lefs. to be deplored. The JFabric of fuch unions r<N 
fembles the fyftem of our ^lodern politicians — ^it is de- 
feftive at the bafe, andfomedayor other muft needs 
tumble to the ground, in fpiteof the art employed in 
its conftrudtion. 

The perfons whom my mother would have natural- 
ly collected around her, would have been fuch as re- 
fembled herfelf ; and thefe Would not have tallied with 
the temper'of my father ; while', on the other hanrf^ 
thofe whom he would have wifhed to receive as daily 
vifitors, would not only have been difagreeable to my 
mother, but incompatible with the manner in which 
fee wifhed to brii^g me up. It therefore behoved her to 
confine herfelf to her own family, and to cultivate only 
thofe flight connexions which produce an acquaintance 
without creating an intimacy. 

Every thing went on well, while my father, wiA 
an agreeable profeflion and a young wife, found ail 
the employment and ajl the pleafure that were ne- 
ceiTary to his happinefs within his own wsjls. But 
he was a year younger than my mother ; Ihe began 
early in life to experience infirmities ; various cirv 
cumftances combined to damp his ardour for la- 
bour ; and the defire of getting rich made him em- 
bark in feveral hazardous enterprifes :— from that 
moment all was loft. The love of labour is the 
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prmcipai virtue of focial man ; it is more particu* 
larly that of an individual who does not poffefs a cul- 
tivated mind ; the moment that his induftry flackens, 
danger is at hand ; if it totally fubfidc, he rauft become 
the prey of unruly paffions, vjrhich are always the more 
fatal in proportion as he is lefs informed, becaufe he is 
confequently lefs able to keep them within bounds. 

Become awidow*erat the very period when he flood 
m need of new chains to attach him to his home, my 
poor father kept a miftrefs, that he might not prefent 
his daughter with a mother-in-law ; he gamed, to in* 
' demnify himfelf for his lofs of bufinefs, and for his 
expences ; and though ftill an hoilefl: man, and flill 
ftfarful of wronging any one, he contrived to ruin him- 
felf by infenfible degrees. 

My relations, who were plain honeft people, little 
verfed in pecuniary matters, and who confided in 
my father's fondnefs for his daughter, had negleded 
to demand an inventory* at the death of his wife ; 
my intereft appeared to be perfedly fafe in his hands : 
and they would have thought fuch a requeft an injury 
to his honour. I had reafon to think otherwife ; but 
as I fhould have deemed it indecent to reveal my fufpi- 
cions, I looked forward to the event in filent refigna* 
tion. 

* In France there was generally a claufe in the marriage con- 
trafty by which the hufband engaged to preferre his wife's fortune^ 
and all her perfonal effeS^^ for her children, or to rcftore them to 
her relations in cafe (he left no iffue. — Tranf. 

I was 
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• I VTAB no^.bccomc fele miftrefs of the houfe, and 
divided my time between my domeftic occupations and 
my ftudies, which I fomfttimes quitted to give anfwer^. 
to thofe who were vexed at finding my fether fo fre- 
quently frdai home. The number of his apprenticed^ 
was reduced to two, who were neverthelefs able 
to do all his bufinefe : one of them only boarded ii| 
the houfe. 

Our feVvant, a little woman^ fifty-five year$ o{ 
age, thin, akrt, livdy and gay, was extremely at-? 
tached to me, becaufe 1 rendered her life comforta^ 
ble* When 1 was unaccompanied by my fatherji 
fhe always attenfded me in my walks, which did no( 
extend beyond the refidence of my aged relations^ 
or the church. I had not been feized with a new G% 
of -devotion ; but what was no longer due to my mo- 
therms peace of mind, was ftill due to the good order 
of fociety, and to the edification of my feUow-crea- 
tures. Actuated by this principle, I carried with me 
to church, if not the tender piety of former ds^ys, at 
lead as much decency^ and the fame air of atten- 
tton. I did not indeed follow the prieft in his recil;^ 
of the fei-vice ; but read Ibme chriftian work* I ftill 
retained a great liking for St. Auguftine ; and affur- 
edly there are fathers of the church, as well as others, 
whom a perfon may perufe without being a bigotted 
chriftian; there is food in them both for the heart 
and for the mind* . ' 
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I WISHED to go through a courfe of preachers, living- 
and dead, the eloquence of the pulpit being of fuch 
a nature, as to enable great talentfe to difplay them- 
felves in all their fplendour. I had already read Bof- 
fuet and Flechier ; I took a pleafure in reading them 
again with a more experienced eye, and made an ac- 
quaintance with Bourdaloue and Maflillon. It was 
highly whimfical to fee thofe pious perfonages mar- 
fcalled on my Kttle Ihelves in the fame line*with The 
Syjiem of Nature^ Raynal and De Pauw ; but a thing 
ftill more fo was, that by dint of reading fermons, 
the whim took me of writiug one myfelf. I was vexed' 
at our preachers always recurring to myfteries ; it 
feemed to me that they ought to have compofed mo- 
ral difcourfes, in which the devil and the incarnation 
fliould have been left totally out of the queftion : I 
therefore took up my pen to try what work I could 
make of it, and wrote a fermon on brotherly love. It 
ferved to amufe my little uncle, who was become a 
canon of Vincennes, and who faid it was a pity that I 
had not thought of that fpecies of compofitibn at the 
time he was obliged to deliver difcourfes from the pul- 
pit as in that cafe he would, certainly have made ufe 
of mine. 

I HAD often heard the logic of Bourdaloue highly 
extolled : I ventured however in fome meafure to 
differ from his admirers, and aftually wrote a cri- 
ticifm on one of his moft efteemed difcourfes ; but 
I (hewed it to no one. I was fond of rendering an 
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account of my opinions to myfelfj without feelmg: 
the fmalleft wifh to make a difpay of my learning^ 
before any perfon whatever. MaffiUon, lefs lofty than 
Bourdaloue, and far more affefting, obtained the tri- 
bute of my praife. I was not then acquainted with; 
the Proteftant preachers, among whom Blair in par- 
ticular has cultivated with equal fimplicity and ele- 
gance that kind of* pulpit oratory, of which I con- 
ceived the exiftence, and which I could have wij^edL 
to fee in vogue. 

As to the preachers of my own time, I heard the. 
Abbe TEnfant, towards the end of his bed days j po- 
litenefs and reafon appeared to me his^ leading charac-. 
teriftics. Father Elizee was already out of falhion,. 
notwjthftanding his excellent logic and the pprity of 
his didlion : his mind was. too metaphyfical, and- his 
delivj^ry too fimpie, to captivate the vulgar for anyi 
length of time. 

Paris in thofe days^ was a Angular place : thaft 
common fewer of all the impurities of the kingdom, 
was alfo the focus of tafte and knowledge : preacher 
or comedian, profeffor or mountebank, whoever inr 
Ihort poffeffed abilities, was fure to find followers in 
his turn ; but the firft abilities in the univerfe could 
not long fix the public attention, for which novelty 
was always neceifary, and which was attrafted by 
noife no lefs thai^. by merit. A certain Ex- Jefuit, who 
was become a miffionary, and made a parade of his 
going to court, fucceeded by thofe. means in obtain- 
ing 
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Ing great popular applaufe. I went alfo to hear tbe 
Abbe dc Beauregard : he was a little man, with a 
powerful voice, who declaimed with uncommon impu- 
dence, and with a vehemence equally extraordinary,, 
retailing common-place obfervations in a tone of in- 
fpiration, and fupporting them by geftures fo terrible,, 
that he perfuaded a great number of people they were 
the fineft things in the world. I did not then perceive,, 
as experience has taught me fince, that men, aflem^ 
bled in great numbers, rather poffefs long .ears thaa 
great judgment j that to aflonifli is to feduce them ; 
and that whoever affumes the authority of command- 
ing, difpofes them to obey ; nor could I find utter-^ 
ance for my aftonifliment at the fuccefs of this perfo- 
nage, who was either a great fanatic, or a great 
rogue, or perhaps both. I had not fufficiently analy- 
fed the circumftances accompanying the harangues de* 
livered from the tribunes of the ancient republics ; if 
I had, I fliould have formed a better judgment con- 
cerning the means of working upon the paffions of the 
people. But I Ihall never forget a low Jk^iq,w who 
flood direftly oppofite the pulpit in which Beauregard 
was afting the poilure-mafter, with his eyes fixed on 
the orator, his mouth open, and involuntarily ex- 
preffing bis ftupid admiration in the three following 
w</-d.^ v^hlch 1 perfedtly recollefl: : ' How he fweats i* 
Sail; tlici. aie the means of impofing upon the igno- 
TA c : lu.v. ::.'vv much was Pochion in the right, when,. 
i'w'i -x/iicJ ai iiuding himfelf applauded in an affembly 
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of the people, hesdked his friends^ if he had not faid 
fome very foolift thing I 

What aiti admirable dubbifi would this M. de Beau- 
regard have made i and how many members of the 
popular focieties, in their enthufiafm. for brazeo* 
faced babblers > have recalled to my min4 the expref- 
fion of the man above-mentioned : * How hefweati!^ 

The danger I had been in had made Ibme noife ; it 

ftould feem that it was confidered either as ver^ un-< 

common, or very meritorious, in a young^ wonxan to 

endanger her own life by her exceffive forrdw at heL% 

mother's death* I received many marks of regard 

on this occafion, which were extremely grateful to 

me. One of the firft who beftowed them^ was IVL de 

Boifmorel, whom I had not feen fince his yifits to my 

grandmother, I perceived the irapreflion made upon 

him by the change that had taken place in my perika 

fince that period. He returned at a time when I was 

abfent, and held a long conference with* my father, 

who no doubt mentioned my ftudies, and fhewed him 

the little apartment in which I paffed my time: 

he looked at ray books j my w^rks were upon the 

table ; they excited his curiofity : and my father en- 

ablcd him- to gratify it, by putting them into his 

hands. 

Great was my difpleafure, and heavy were, my 
complaints, when I found, on my return, that my 
afylum had been violated. My father indeed affured 
toe that he fliould never have done fuch a thing for a 
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perlbn of lefs gravity, or lefs worthy of confidcra- 
tjQiiy than M. de Boifmorel : but all his reafoning^ 
COuU not reconcile me to a proceeding which was an 
f^^ attadc at once upon liberty and property ; it was dif- 
pfogng, without my confent, of that to which con- 
fidence alone could lay claim* But the mifchief 
was already done, and the next day I received a. 
very handfomc letter from M. de Boifmorel, couched 
in t^prns too flattering not to procure his pardon for 
having availed himfdf of my father's indifcretion, 
and making me an offer of every thing his library 
contained. I did not receive it with indifference ; 
from that moment we commenced a correfpondence, 
and for the firft time in my life Jl enjqyed upon re- 
flexion, all the pleafure which fenfibility and felf 
love make us feel when we find ourfelves prized by 
Aofeon whofe judgment we fet a value. 

M. DE BoisMOREJL no l<Miger refided within the 
walls of Paris ; his partiality for the country, and 
his wifh not to remove his mother to too great a 
diftance from the capital, had made him purchafe 
Le Petit Bercy^ a charming houfe, fituated a little 
below Charenton, and of which the garden extend- 
ed to the banks of the Seine. He preffed rUS much 
to take it in our'ws^lks, and teftified the fl:rong€ft 
defire to receive us there. Recollefting the recep- 
tion formerly given me by his mother, I did not feel 
inclined to encounter it again, and long refifted my 
father's entreaties. He infilled however ; and as. I 

did 
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did not wifli to obje£l: to the little parties ne ftme- 
times took it in his head to propofe to mg, we fet 
off one day for Bercy, and found the ladies of the 
Boifmorel family fitting together in the fummer par- 
lour* The prefence of the daughter-in-law, whofe ami- 
able difpofition I had heard jbighly extolled, infpired me 
all at once with that modefl aflurance, which was ne- 
ceflary to prevent any alteration from taking place in 
mine. The mother, whofe haughty tone my reader 
will remember, and to \^hom increafing years had 
brought no increafe of humility, behaved liotwith- 
ftanding, with much greater politenefs to a young 
woman who feemed fenfible of her own importance, 
than fhe had done to the child whom fhe confidered 
as utterly infignificant. What a fine girl your daugh- 
ter is, M. Phlipon ! Why, do you know that my fon k 
quite enchanted with her ? Pray tell me, Maderaoifelle, » 

don'c you think of getting a hufband ? There 

are people. Madam, who have already thought for 
me upon the fubjeft ; but as to myfejf, I have not yet 
met with fufficient reafons to induce me to change my 
fituation. You are very difficult, I fancy ! Pray, 
fhould you have any objeftion to a middle-aged man ? ^ 
An acquaintance with the perfon could alone deter- 
mine my confent, my repugnance, or my diflike. 
Matches of that fore are generally produftive of the 
mod lading happinefs ; a young man often goes aftray, 
even when we think him the moft attached to us.— 
And why, mother, faid M. dc Boifmorel, who was juft 
come into the room, would not you wilh the young 
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lady to believe herfelf capable of captivating liim en- 
tirely? — She is drefled with a great deal of tafte, faid 
Madame de Boifmorer to her daughter-in-law.— Ah ! 
very well indeed, and with fo much decency! replied the 
young woman, with that gentle tone of voice peculiar 
to devotees ; for (he was of that defoription, and the 
little wings of her cap brought forward over an agree- 
able face, that had feen thirty-four fummers, were in 
the flyle of that religious charafter. How different, 
continued flie, from the paltry feathers of giddy- 
headed girls ! You don't love feathers, do you, Ma- 
demoifelle ? — ^I never wear any^ Madam, becaufe it 
feems to me that they would announce a condition in 
life, and a fortune, that do not belong to an artift^s 
daughter going about on foot.— But would you 
mpar ihem if you were in a different fituation ? — ^I do 
» Bot know ; I attach little importance to fuch trifles. 
I only confider what is fuitable to myfelf, and ftiould 
be very forfy to, judge of others from the fuperficial 
information afforded by their drefs. 

The anfwer was fevere, but its point was blunted by 
the fofttone of voice in which it was pronounced* A 
philofopher ! faid the young lady, with a figh, as if 
fhe had difcovered that I was not one of her way of 
thinking. 

After a fcrupulous examination of my perfon, 
mingled with a great number of fine things like thofe 
I have juft related, M. , dc Boifmorel put an end to 
the inventory of my charms, by propofing a vilit to 
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the garden and the libraty. I admired the fituatioa 
of the former, where he made me remark a fine cedar 
of Lebanon ; I viewed the library with an eye of inter- 
eft, and pointed out the books, and even the colleftions 
that I wiflied him to lend me ; fuch, for inftance, as 
Bayle^ and the ttanfaaions of the different academies 
of fciences. ^rom the ladies we received an invitation 
to dinner on an appointed day, of which we availed 
ourfelves ; and I foon perceived, by two or three men 
of bufinefs, who, with ourfelves, made up the whole 
of the guefts, that care had been taken to provide fit 
company for my father, without attending torme. But 
M. de Boifmorel had recourfe, as before, to the li- 
brary and the garden, where the converfation took an 
agreeable turn. Apart was borne in it by his fon, a 
young man of feventeen, fufficiently ugly, and of 
manners rather Angular than agreeable. Nor did the'^ 
fine company which came in the evening, and oji 
which I cafl: an eye of pbfervation, appear to me very 
engaging, in fpitc of their titles : the daughters of a 
marquis, learned counfellors, a prior, and feveral an- 
tiquated dowagers, talked with more importance, but 
quite as infipidly as grey fifters, church- wardens, and 
fober cits. Thefe glimpfes -which I ftole of the great 
world, difgufted me with it, and attached me more 
than evef to my own way of life. M. de Boifmorel 
did not lofe the opportunity, of keeping up a connex- 
ion, on which, perhaps,^ he grounded fome projeft for 
the future : he fo managed matters, that the two fa- 
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thers and the two children formed a diftina party. 
It was in this manner alfo that he carried me to the 
public affembly of the French academy, "on the next 
anniverfary of St. Louis. Thefe affemblies were, at 
that time, the refoit of the beft company, and ex- 
hibited all thofe ridiculous contrafts, which our man- 
ners and our follies coul.d not fail to produce. On the 
morning of St. Louis's day, high mafs was chaunted in 
the chapel of the academy by the fingers of the Opera, 
after which a fafhionabk preacher pronounced a pane- 
gyric on the fainted king. The Abbe de Befplas per- 
formed the office ; and I liftened to him with great 
pleafure, notwithftanding the fiibje^ was trite ; for 
his difcourfe was interfperfed with bold traits of phi- 
lofophy, and indiredl fatire on the court, which he 
was obliged to cancel before he fent his fermon to the 
ifrefs. \ 

M. DE BoiSMOREL., who was acquainted with him, 
was in hopes of obtaining a faithful copy, which he 
might communicate to me ; but the Abbe de Bef- 
plas, who was attached to the court, in quality of 
^ chaplain to Monfteur^ thought himfelf very fortunate 
in purchafing a pardoiji for his audacity by the en- 
tire facrifice of the paffag^s it had infpired. In the 
evening, the fitting of the academy opened a fine 
field for the firft wits in the kingdom, by# virtue of 
the feats they occupied; for th$ noblemen, who 
were proud of feeing their names infcribed on the 
lift of members, and of exhibiting themfelves in 
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thetr ai:m-chairs j^ for the amateurs ^ who cametaliften* 
to the former, to gaze upon the latter^ and to fhew 
themfelves to* the whole affembl|r ; and for the pretty 
women, who were fure of attradling their attea- 
tion,- 

I TOOK particular notice of 'D'^Alemberf^ whofc 
name, Mifcellanies^ and writings, on the Encyclopedia^ 
excited my curiofiiy ; his little face, and fqdeaking 
voice, made me think. a*philofopher's works better 
worth contemplation than his perfon- The Abbe de 
Lille confirmed my remark as to men of letters, by reci- 
ting the moft charming verfes in the moft difagreeable 
tone* The panegyric of . Cj///za/j by Laharpe, bore 
away the prize, and was highly deferving of its fucj^ 
eefs» 

As fre^ from afFedation at* the academy as # 
churchy and as I have ever remained at the theatre, 
I bore no part' in- the noify applaufe beftowed, with 
rapture, upon the moll. ftriEng paffagcs, and not 
unfrequently with oftentation on thofe which every 
one wifiied to have the credit of remarking. 1 was 
exceedingly attentive,^ Uftening without paying any 
regard to the obfervers ; and when I was moved, I 
wept without evenfufpeding that my doing fo would 
appear lingular to any one, I had reafon howevw 
er to perceive that it was a novelty.; for, on the 
breaking up of the affembly,. while IVL de Boifmorol 
was conducing me to the door, I faw feveral perfons 
pointing me out to one another with a fmile, which I 
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fras not vaia enough to take for admifadon, but In 
'whi^h there was nothing that indicated contempt ; aad 
I hesfrd them faying Ibmething about my fenfibiUty. 
I experienced a mixed fentiment of furprife and a- 
greeable confufion, which I cannot defcribe ; aud 
was very happy when I was at laft able to efcape from 
their fight, and from the crowds 

Th£ panegyric Y>f Catinac fuggefted to M. de 
' Boifmorel the idea of an interefting pilgrimage* 
He propofed tp me to pay a vifit to St. Gratien„ 
where that great man ended his days in retirement, 
far from honours and the court. It was an excuriioii 
perfedly fuited to my tafte. M. de Boifmorel came 
one Michaelmas day, with his ibn> to call on my father 
and myfelf ; and we all repaired together to the b^nks^ 
«f the lake which embelliihes the valley of Mont mo- 
xency. From the lake we proceeded to St. Gratien^ 
and reftcd ourfelves in the fhade of the trees which 
Catinat planted with hi own hands ; and then, after 
a frugal dinner, returned to pals the reft of the day 
in the delightful park of Montmorency, where we 
faw the little houfe that Jean Jaques* had inhabited,, 
and enjoyed all the pleafure afforded by a beautiful 
country to feveral perfohs who contemplate it with, 
the fame eye. After one of thofe moments of repofe^ 
in which we confider the majeily of nature in filence,. 
M. de Boifmorel took a paper, in his own hand-wri* 

* Rouffeau. 
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ting, out of his pocket, »nd r^d to us an anecdote 
which he had copied> and which was then but littls 
known. It was the trait of . ||pntefquieu, when dif- 
covered at Marfailes by a young man whofe father he 
had redeemed from ilayery, eudestvouring to efcape 
from the thanks of thofe whom he had obliged. 

Deeply impreiTed with a fenfe of Montelquieu's 
geaerofity, I did not exclufively adoiire his obitinacy 
in denying that he was the adored deliverer of a fa- 
mily tr?mfported with joy ; the generous man docs 
not look for acknowledgments^ but however noble 
it may be to decline the teilimonies of gratitude, k 
is not lefs the part of a great mind to receive its 
effuiions. I even think it h a new obligation con- 
ferred on people of fenfibil^y, to whom .we have 
been of fervice ; for it is to them a way of difchar|j- 
ing their debt. 

It TOuft not, however, be fuppofed, tha^ I was 
perfeftly at my eafe in regard" to tbefe frequent meet- 
ings of my father and M. de Boilmorel ; I faw with 
forro^that there were* no points of refemblance be- 
tween them. His fon looked at me a great deal; 
and did not pleafe me at all. I thought that his maa- 
ner rather indicated curiofity than affisAion j beiides, 
the three or four years between his age and mine^ 
placed us at a confiderable diftance from each other. 
All this his father perceived, and I was afterwards 
told that he had one day laid to mine, with an affec- 
tionate Iqueeze of the hand : Ah ! if my child were 
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but worthy of yours : I might appear Cngubr, btrC 
I fhould 'efteem myfelf one of the happiefl: of man* 
kind !— I had no fui|J^ion of any thing of the fort : 
I did not even calculate the diftance4>etween us ; but 
I felt it, and it prevented any fucb idea from rifing in 
my mind. I looked upoaM. de Boifmorel's condud 
as that of a prudent and benevolent man,, who hon- 
oured my fex, felt particular cfleem for me^ and, if 
I may ufe the exp^effion, protedted my inclinations. 
His correfpondence refembkd him^ its leading feature 
was a gentle gravity, and it bore the flamp of ref- 
pedful friendftiip> and of a mind exalted above pre- 
judices.. By his means I became acquainted with 
what were called the novelties (les nouveautesj of the 
learned and literary w^ld. 1 feldom faw him, but I 
heard from him every week* To prevent the fre- 
quency of meffages by his fervants to. me, as well 
as to fave me the expence of carriage from Bercy, he 
ordered the books intended for my perufal to be 
left with the porter of his lifter, Madame de Fa- 
vieres, whither I ufed to fend and fetch them. M. 
de Boifmorel, who had a great refpedl for the re- 
public of letters, and who fancied, in confequencc 
of his prepofTeffion in my favour, that I might 
be ufefuUy employed in its fervice, or elfe was de- 
firous of putting me to a trial, advifed me to choofe 
the line of literature that fuited me, and to fit down 
ferioufly to write. At firft I took it for a compliment \ 
-but by returning to the advice, he gave me an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of fettmg forth my principles on that fubjeO:, 
my well-founded averfion to coming forward in any 
manner on the theatre of the world, and my difintereft- 
cd love of lludy, which I wifhe^o make inftrumental 
to my happinefS) -without aiming at any kind of fame 
that might tend to diftiirb it. After having ferioufly ex- 
hibited my doctrine, I changed the reafoning into vcr- 
fes, which flowed fpontaneoufly from my pen, and of 
which the ideas were fuperior to the poetry. I recoiled, 
that when fpeaking of the gods^^ and the way in which 
they havediftributed our duties and rewards, I expreffed 
myfelf thus : 

To man's afpiring fex 'tis given 

To climb the higheft hill of fame. 
To tread the (horteft road to heaven. 

To gain, by death, a deathlefs name* 

Of well-fought fields, and trophies w6n. 

The mem'ry lives while ages pafs, "^^'rj! 

Extant in cverlafting ftone. 

Or written on retentive brails. 

But to poor feeble woman-kind 

The meed of glory is denied : 
Within a narrow fphere confin'd. 

The lowly virtues are their pride : 

Yet not deciduous is their fame. 

Ending where frail exiftence ends : 
A facred temple holds their name — • , 

The bofom of furviving friends *. 
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i!s fCsHt mi atietme hgrritre 
jtlsur plus fubUmes elans* 
J)e mon Jhse foible et fenfthle^ 
Us ne vculent que des vertus ; 
Nous pouvons Imim^ Titus^ 
Mats dans un fentier moins pinible. 
JJoutffs% d'etre adms a toutes ces firtes de glmrei^ 
Pour notts k tempk de Memoire 
MJl darn Us ^esurs de nos amis* 



M. DE BoisMOREL anfwcred me fometimes ia 
fimilar language, and in verfes fcarcely better than my 
own ; but neither he nor I attached the fmalleft impor- 
tance to our poetidal effufions. One day he came to 
eonfult me concerning the mtons of reviving his fon's 
application to his ftudies, which of late had fuffered 
confiderable diminution. 

That young man was tiaturally intimate with his 
contemporary, and firft coufin, M. de Favieres, a 
counfellor. in parliament at the age of twenty-one, 
who joined to the ufual giddinefs of youth, all the 
confidence of a magiftrate, proud of his gown, with- 
out attending to his duties ; and all the freedom of 
manners, perhaps even the^ licentioufiiefs, of an only 
fon boi;p to a confiderable eftate. 

The Italian theatre and the Opera employed the 
two coufins much more than Cujas and Bartole did 
tUe one, or the mathematics the other. I mufl re- 
queft you faid, M. de Boifmorel, to write a fevere letter 
to my fon, in terms fenfiblc and impreflive, fuch as 
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your mind cannot fail to fuggeft, and fuch as may 
fcrve to awaken his felf-lovcj and infpire him with 
generous refolutions.— Who, L Sir J Do you mean 
me ? (I could fcarcely beliere my ears.) With what 
face, pray, can I preaclj to your fon ? — ^¥ou may 
adopt any mode you pleafe, with the certainty that 
your name fliall remain concealed^ We will have 
the letter conveyed as if it came from a perfon who is 
in -the- habit of feeing him, who is acquainted with 
his proceedings, and who warns him of the danger 
that awaits his fteps. I will take care to have it de- 
livered at a moment when it is likely to have its full 
cflfeft :• I only wilh him not to fufpeft me of any hand 
.in the bufmefs ; and in due time will let him know to 
what phyfician he is indebted for his cure. — Oh ! be 
fure you never mention my name !— but you Certainly 
have friends who could do this better than I. — I think 
otherwife, and requeft it of yep as a favour. — ^Well, 
then, I will lay afide my fcruples, to prove to you my 
defire to oblige ; and will make a rough draught, of 
which you fhall give me your opinion, and which 
I will beg you to correft. ' 

That very evening I wrote a very pointed, and 
fomewhat ironical letter ; fuch as I conceived calcu- 
lated to flatter the vanity, and to excite the thinking 
faculty of a youth, to whom it is neceflary tp talk 
of his advantages when you wilh to recall him to fe* 
lious occupations. M, de Boifmorel was delighted, 
and begged me to forward it without altering a word. 
VQi- ir. a^ I 
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I fent It to Sophia^ requefting her to put it into the 
poft-office at Amiens, and waited with no fmall de- 
gree of impatience to know what effe£k my. ferraon 
would produce. 

M, D« BoisMOREL foon ;wrrotc me an epiftle con- 
taining particulars which interefted me exceedingly : 
he had brought together a number of circumftances 
which rendered the thing infinitely ftriking : the 
young man was afFefled ; and fancying that the cele- 
brated Duclos was the author of the remonftrance, 
went to return him thanks : deceived in this conjec- 
ture, he next addreffed himfelf to another of his fa- 
ther's friends, and found that he was not at all nearer 
thb mark. Study, however, in fomc degree refumed ^ 
her reign. 

It was not long after this tranfadion that M. de 
Boifmorel, going with his fon from Bercy to Vin- 
cennes, where he knew I was on. a vifit to my uncle, 
and whither he was bringing me the Georgicsj tranf- 
lated by the Abbe Delille, was ftruck by a coup-de-foleif. 
He made very light of it ; but was foon after taken 
ill with a headach, fiift followed by a fever, and then 
by a lethargy ; and died in the meridian of life, af- 
ter an illnefs of a few days. ^ Scarcely eighteen months 
had elapfed fince we commenced our correfpondence : 
I grieved for his death, I believe, more fmcerely than 
his own fon ; nor does his image ever revert to my 
mind without my feeling that painful regret, and that 
fentiment of veneration and concern, whrch accom- 
pany the remembrance of a virtuous man. 

When 
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When my forrow was a little allayed, I celAratei 
his memory in a monody, which, no one ever faw, 
which I fung to my guitar, an4 which I have fince 
forgotten, and loft. I never heard any thing fair- 
ther of his family, unlefs that one day, when my fa* 
ther went to pay an occafional vifit^ the young de- 
Boifmore!^ who then bore Ae name of Roberge^ 
toW him in a very cavalier manner, that he had 
found my letters to his father, and thrOvWn them by 
in a corner, in older to return, them if required ; and 
that among them he had difcovered the original of 
a certain epiftle which he bimfelf had formerly re« 
ceived. My father, who was well acquainted with., 
all that had paifed, and who made him little or na 
anfwer, perceived the young man was piqued j whence 
I concluded that he was a blockhead, and gave my- 
felf no further concern about him :. I do not .knowt 
whether I gueffed s^right.. . 

Some time after. Madam de Favieres came to my 
father to employ him in the purchafe of fome jewels, 
or in the execution of fome work. 1 happened to be 
in my little cell, and could ovarfiear all that was piaf- 
fing in the next room, * Yout daughter is a charming 
girl, Monfieur Phlipon :. my broth::r ufed to fay that, 
flic was one of the moft fenfible women he ever met 
with in his Ufe ; take care, however, that flie does 
not fet up for a wit : that would be very fliocking in- 
deed. Does fhe not, do you think, feem a little of 
the pedant ? 'Tis to be apprehended j. and, if 1 mif- 

take 
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tftke not, I have heard fomethmg of the kind. She is 
a pretty-faced girl : a very good-looking girl indeed.* 
Upon my word, faid I to myfelf, this is a very im- 
pertinent fine lady, and very like her mother : hea- 
ven defend me from ever feeing her face, or fhewing 
her mine! 

My father, who knew .very well I was within? 
hearing, did not think proper to call me, fmce I did 
not choofe to fhe.w myfelf ; nor from that day to the 
prefent have I ever heard the voice of Madam de Fa^ 
vieres. 

Hitherto I have fcarcely mentioned my excellentr 
couAn Trude* She was one of thofe kind fouls,, 
which heaven in its goodnefs formed for the honour 
^of the human race, and the confolatipn of the un-^ 
fortunate. Generous by nature, and amiable with-^ 
out art, I could never perceive any objedion to her, 
but an excefs of delicacy and virtuous pride. She 
would have thought herfelf defedivfe in her duties, 
if ihe had left room to doubt her having fulfilled 
them. That was precifcly the way to become 
completely the viftin of a whimfical hulband* 
Trude was a ruftic, his ideas as extravagant as 
his temper was impetuous, and his behaviour brutal. 
He was engaged in the looking-glafs trade, as all 
the Trudes have been, in regular fucceffion, for 
feveral generations* Of an a£tive .difpofition, labori-^ 
ous by fits, and affifted by the care and intelligence 
of an agreeable and prudent woman, be fucc^ded 
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tolerably In bufinefs, and vms indebted to his wife*» 
merit for the kind counteaarice fliewn him by his owu 
family, who would have flighted him had he remained 
a fingle man. - 4. 

Mv mother was very fond of her Kttle coufm, 
who held her in iingular veneration, and was ftrongly 
attached to m^. 

She proved it, as my reacjer has already fcen, on 
the death of my mother : taken up in the^ day with 
her houfehold affairs, and her hufband, flie infiited 
upon being my nurfe during the night. She came 
from a confiderable diftance to perform the duties of 
a nurfe ; nor had I any other as long as I continued 
in dangen That circumftance naturally increafed our 
intimacy, and we faw each other frequently. Her 
hufband took it in his head to come ftill more frequent- 
ly, unaccompanied by his wife. • -At firft I bore with 
him on her account, in fpite of his tirefome conver- 
fation ; but at length he became infuppor table, andl 
made ufe of all' the management neceffary with a 
wrong-headed man, to make him perceive that neither 
his quality of kinfman, nor thit of hufband to my 
much-beloved friend, could authprize fuch frequent 
\ifits which would at any rate have been improper in 
the fickly and fuffering ftate, to which my forrow had 
reduced me. • 

My d^ar coufm came lefs frequently, but he made 
tedious vifits of three or- four hours, notwithftanding 
my employing myfelf conftantly, and even writing, to' 
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make him underftand that I was In hade ; ami when I 
begged him in plain term6 to retire, as I was at laft 
forced to do, he went home in fuch a humour, and be- 
haved fo ill to his wife, flie entreated me to exert my pa- 
tience for the fake of her domeftic peace. On Sundays 
and holydays particularly,! was doomed to do penance: 
when the weather was fkie I efcaped, and appointed a 
meeting with his wife at the houfe of my aged relations ; 
fince the receiving her at home for a (hort time in his 
company, was not feeing her, but bqing a witnefs to 
the brutal behaviour of her furly hufband. In the 
winter I managed another way : I gave a hi)lyday to 
the maid, who locked, barred, and bolted every door ; 
an4 I remained alone and quiet till eight o'clock at 
night. Trude came ^ could make nobody hear, came 
again, and fomctimes walked for two or three hours 
round t;he houfe in the fnow or rain, waiting for the 
moment of admiflion. To conceal myfelf when I wa& 
really there in company with any one, was almoft im- 
poflible ; and pofitively to forbid him the houfe by pre- 
vailing on my father- to break off all connexion with 
this curious perfonage|(which would have been diffi- 
cult,, becaufe he had no children, and my father 
thought it prudent to preferve hi^ good opinion), 
would have been coming to that extremity which hi& 
wife dreaded, would have put an end to our intimacy, 
and would have expofcd her to further alflidions. 

I KNOW nothing worfe than to have tonnexions with 
-a madman : there is no way of. .dealing with him but 

by 
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by means of a ftrait waiftcoat ; every thing elfe is of 
no avaiL This brutal qp^ir iwas a plague to me, 
and I know nothing that can better prove the merit 
of his wife, than my refraining from having him 
thrown out of the. window; but he would have re- 
turned by the chimney* To do him juftice, however, 
Trude was not without a certain fort of politenefs— • 
rather a madman than a fool, he gave reafon to fup- 
pofe lie knew how far he could carry his extravagance 
with impunity ; for his coarfe converfation was never 
indecent ; and though for ever at variance with good 
breeding and rationality, he never offended againft 
modefty, or wounded the mod delicate ear. When 
his wife was walking with me he watched us^ and if 
we were accofted or faluted by any man, he became 
uneafy and furious till he found who it was. It will 
be imagined, perhaps, he was jealous of his wife, and 
that was in fpme degree true ; but he was ten times 
more fo on my account. In fpite of fo tormenting a 
life. Madam Trude's gentlenefs was not unaccom- 
panied by gaiety ] and Ihe would pafs one day in weep- 
ing, and the next in making merry with her. friends. 

It was her cuftom to give family entertainments, 
which were Ibllowed by a dance, once or twice during 
the winter feafon. Her coufm was always the hero- 
ine of the feftival, and her hufband was more an;iiable 
than ufual for feveral days afterwards. At her houfe 
I became acquainted witH two perfons whom I will 
mention here : one was the Abbe Bexon, a little witty 
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hump-backed man, the great friend of Fraii9ois de 
Neufchateau, and of Maffon de Mafvilllers, and au- 
thor of a hiftory of Loraine, that had but indiifereht 
fucc^fs. The celebrated Buffon fometimes employed 
hU pen, as well as that of feveral others, to prepare 
mareri lis and {ketches, which he afterwards beautified 
by the \ ivid tints fupplied by his brilliant imagination. 
Bexon, affifted by the intereft of.his protestor BuflFbn, 
and by that of feveral women of quality, whofe relations 
he had known at Remiremont, his native place, where 
there was a chapter of noble canoneffes, became pre- 
centor of the holy chapel at Paris. He brought thi- 
ther his mother and lifter, who would furnifh matter 
for^an epifode, if I were inclined to introduce any not 
aeceffarily conneflied with my fubjeft. 

The poor creature died too foon for the happinefs 
of his tall fitter, with black eyes begging for adorers, 
and with beautiful (boulders, of which fhe was fond of 
making a difplay. He came twice to fee me at nvy 
father's, and was fo tranjported at finding Xenophon 
in folio bn my table, that in the heigtit of his ecftacy 
he would have kiffed me. But as in my opinion there 
was no good reafon for it, I calmed him fo effectually » 
by my refer ve, that bis wit ever after was unattended 
by raptures, nor did I fee him more, unlefs at my 
coufin's houfe. , 

The other perfon was the worthy Gibert ; rigid 
in his morality, and infinitely gentle in his manners, 
he married at a very early age^ a woman whofe beauty 
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was greater than her good temper, and had a fon 
her whofe education "^aM^ chief delight. He had 
an employ in the ^dminl^atlon of the pod-office, and 
devoted his I^fure moments to paintmg and mufic* 

GiBERT had about him all the mark&of a juft and 
fmcere man: n6r Ws his condu£t ever at variance 
with them. His faults were thofe of his judgment } 
his friendfliip was a fort of fanaticifm ; and we were 
tempted, while we lamented, to refpeft his errors* 
Gibert had been conneded from his infancy with a 
man for whom he ptofefled equal veneration and at^ ' 
tachment, in whofe praifc he was loud upon evary oc- 
cafion, and of whofe friendihij^ he was^ proud. Gi- 
bert was defirous of bei^g ;if quainfed with me ; »hi$ 
wife. and be came to my father's ; I. returned thar 
vifit, and as they did n^Pt go out much together, he 
came alone from time to time to repeat his vifit. : I 
always received him with particular pleafure, and in 
time we formed a connexion of a truly friendly na- 
ture. Gibert foon began to fpeak to me of his 
phoeiiix : it feemed as if he could not be happy till 
his friend and I had an opportunity of admiring each 
other ; and at lafl he invited him to meet me at dinner 
at his houlb. I met a man whofe extreme fimplicity 
. bordered upon negligence. Speaking little^ and never 
looking another in the face, it would have been diffi- 
cult for one, who had never heard him mentioned, to 
form an opinion of him from a finglc interview^ and 
I confefs, notwithftanding my particular tafte for modeft 
VOL. II. ^ 2 H demeanourt 



( 40 ) 

demeanour, I fhduld willingly have taken him at his 
word in regard to his own importance. However, as he 
neither wanted linfe nor information, people gave 
him the greater credit, whenever he happened to 
bring them to view ; and, like Gibert, fuppofed him 
to have more than he adually pofleffed. Hfe. wife, who 
was rather infignificant, but by np means deflitute of 
fenfibility, brought to mind the intentique or a tenebant 
of Virgil, whenever her hufband opened his mouth 
tofpeak.. He cannot, hiowever, be a man altogether 
of a vulgar mind, who thus finds means to impofe, 
even upon thofe who fee him (Jaily, in regard to his> 
real merit : he muft begreat in fomething ; at leaft in 
diflimulation ; and if ^rcumftances induce him to 
carry it as far as pofiible in important affairs,, inftead of 
the falfe philofopher obtaining undeferved efteem, he 
may become a villain at the expence of his fellow-crea- 
tures. Hiftory will enable us to judge of him by the 
fequel. I feldom faw this friend of Gibert. He aban- 
doned a lucrative place, and France itfelf, in order to 
fettle in Switzerland, whither liberty called him, and 
whither he was led by his tafte for a country life. Let 
iiim depart in peace: he will return too foon. ■ 
That was the manner in which I became acquainted 
with Pache ; for Pache was the man. My readers 
will fee how Gibert brought him to our houfe, ten 
years after, and introduced him to my hufband, who 
thought him probity itfelf ; mentioned him at a mo- 
mcnt when his fuffrage was fufficient to eftablifh a 

• ' . man's 



( 4r ) • ' 

man^s reputation ; and was- the caufe of Rfs commg 
into adminiftration, where he diftinguiflied himfelf 
by nothing but follies, which procured him his remo- 
val to the mayoralty, where he authorized^ nothing 
but atrocities. 

Madam Trude was extremely delirous of taking a 
journey, in order to vilit a relation to whom (he was 
much attached, and propofed being abfent a fortnight 
or three weeks. Hel^ hufband objefted to his counter^^ 
remaining fo long without its feminine ornament ; but 
thought the thing feafible, provided I would confent^. 
to come now and then in the middle of the day to take 
her place. My coufin wiflied t would have the kind- 
nefs to do lb; her intimating To much, was quite 
enough to induce !^e not to refufe her ; and my friend- 
Ihip made me willingly undertake the taflc. I went 
feven or eight times to take Madam Trude's place 
behind the counter. Her hufband, highly delighted, 
and not a little' proud, condufted himfelf with great 
propriety, attended to the external bufmefs, and 
feemed fenfible of the kindnefs of my behaviour. It 
was decreed, that at one time in my life, and in fpite 
of my averfion to trade, I fliould fell watch-glafles and 
fpeftacles. The fituation was not agreeable. Trude-. 
fived in the Rue Montmartre^ near the Rue Ticquetontiey 
where his fucceflbr muft now i^efide : I can conceive 
nothing fo dreadful as the noife of the carriages eter- 
nally rolling along, to a perfon ftanding iii an open 
Ihop. I fhould" fo^* haffe^^rown deaf, . as my poor 
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coufm how is.-- >Let us quit this unfortunate couple^ 
whofe fate we fiiali fee hereafter, and return to my 
other relation. 

I WENT to Maderaoifelle Defportes* once or twice a 
week, on the days (he was in the habit of receiving 
company ; and fine portraits I fhould have to paint if 
the originals were worth the pains j but were l4o pour- 
tray counfellors . of the Chdtelet, like little Mopinot^ 
wbofe pretenfions to wit were groupded on epigrams \ 
the bigotted de la Prejle^ who had no other fault than 
that of being choleric, and a Janfenift ; a widow who 
hid a love of pleafure under the maik of commodious 
devotion, like MadaiQ^d^ Blancjune ; and old an' rich 
bachelor, too difgufting to be named ; a worthy -man in- 
ceffantly r^<5/iw>2f , and as regular ts clock-work, like 
Baudin, the cuftom-boufe officer \ and a multitude of 
other individuals of different complexions, but of no 
greater value ; it would only be throwing away my co- 
lours, and my time. I (hould like, however, to meet Fa- 
ther Rabbe, a very fhrewd Oratorion*, rendered refpefta- 
ble by his age, and agreeable by his highly cultivated 
mind ; and with Doftor Cojie^ who amufed himjfelf by 
imitating Perrault, without erefting a Louvre^ and who 
.fpoke ill of matrimony, as the Devil makes grimaces 
at holy water. 

Mademoiselle Defportes had inherited from her 
mother njuch delicacy and pride, joined to the an 

♦ Tbc Oratorions were an order of ihonks. Tranf. 
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of employing h^pr little fortune in commerce, vriihout 
appearing to have any concern in it, and of dealing on 
a fopting of confidence and equality with the rich 
and. titled individuals who bought her goods. But as 
fuch a mode of tranfafting bufmefs is quite foreign to 
the fpirit of trade, which fupports itfelf by aftive fpe- 
culatio^is, (he found her little inheritance growing 
fmaller everyday, and at laft bade adieu to commerce, 
reducing her expences at the fame time on a more mo- 
derate fcale, . .% 

Her difpofitioil, her manners, the fober way in 
which fhe lived, and the fondnefs fhe teftified for me, 
had made my ntother vyifli lo fe^ me cuUiviSte her ac- 
quaititance. Accordingly Ihe often fent me to her 
houfe. A party of piquet was the tallying- point c£ 
the fociety, the other members of which either chat* 
ted or worked. Mademoifelle Defportes^ probably 
with a view of exercifmg my complaifance, often fee 
me down to play, which was my averfion ; but the 
aififtance of a partner*, and permiflion to laugh at my 
own abfence of mind, rendered the trial of my pa- 
tience lefs fevere. 

Here, in his turn, I cannot help bringing forward 
qn the ftage an old man lately arrived from Pondi- 
cherry, and with whom I kept up a frequent and agree^ 
able intereourfe for little left than a year. My father, 
fome how or other (in the way of bufinefs I believe) 

* Fout- handed piquet is played very comm6nly in Frante. — 
Tranf. 
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had become acquainted with a reduced officer, mela- 
xnorphofed into a clerk without a place, and had af- 
terwards received him on the footing of a friend. His 
name was Demontchery. He was about fix and thirty, 
of poliflied manners, and infmuating converfation, 
and was poffefTed of thofe graces which are de- 
rived from a knowledge of the world, and per- 
haps from tender connexions with the fair. 

Demontchery was attentive to^ my father ; but fel- 
dom came to my mother's apartment, who would 
not Tiave fuffered any man to pay his court to her. 
As to me^ he frankly profeffed refped, efteem, and 
fo forth, as well as an inclkiation to offer me his 
heart if fortune fhould prove more kind — She fent 
him on a vpyagc to the Eafl-IndieS. He M^rote to us, 
and did not conceal his wifhes for fuch fuccefs as might 
enable him to return with well-founded pretenfions ; 
but being no more than a captain of fepoys, and too 
honourable a man to under fland anything about ma- 
king money, he had not, I believe, got very forward 
in the world, when he returned after feven years ab- 
fence, and learned that my hand had been ciifpofed 
of a fortnight before. I know not what is become 
of him, nor the .fentiments he might have infpired me 
with, if my inclinations had been free. During his 
ftay at Pondicherry, he made acquaihtance with M. 
de Sainte-Lette, one of the members of the council, 
and intrufled him with letters for my father, when 
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the council difpatched Samte-Lette to Paris, in 1776, 
to condud fodfe important affair. 

Sainte-lette was more than fixty years of age. 
He was a man whom 1 a g^y turn, of mind, and 
ftrong paflions, had led aftray in his youth, when 
he fquandered his fortune at Paris. He had gone 
over to America, and had remained thirteen years 
ac Louifiana, as direftor of the Indian trade. Hav- 
ing afterwards removed to Afia, he was employed 
in the adminiftration of public affairs at Pondicherry, 
and was endeavouring to amafs the m^ ans of living 
or of dying in France, on fome future day,, with M. 
de Sevelinge, the friend of his youth, of whom I 
fhall hereafter make fome mention. A grave^ and fo- 
lemn voice, diftinguiflied by that accent which is de- . 
rived 'from experience and adveirfity, and fupported 
by the ready expreffion of a cultivated mind, ftruck 
me in Sainte-Lette, the firft moment I heard him 
fpeak. Demontchery had fpoken to him, of me '; and 
probably made him defire our acquaintance. My fa- 
ther was civil ; and 1 paid him much attention, be- 
caufe he foon prepoffeffed me in his favour. I found 
his company very agreeable ; he was fond of mine, . 
and during his (lay never fuffered a week to pafs 
without paying me a vifit. 

Persons who have feen a great deal, are always 
worth hearing, and thofe who have felt a great deal, 
have always feen more than any other perfons, even 
^hen they have travelled lefs than Sainte-Lctte. He 
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from experience, than of that which is' collected from 
books : with lefs pretenfions to the title of a learned 
man, than to that of a philofopher, he reafoned from 
his knowledge of the human heart ; and ftill retained 
a tafte for the lighter kinds of poetry, in which he 
was no mean proficient. He gave me fome of his 
produftions y and I communicated to Km in return 
foine of my reveries. — ^ Mademoifelle,* faid he repeat* 
cdly, in the tone of phpphecy, or ill that of convic- 
tion, ' you may do what you will.to avoid it ; but you 
will 'certainly write a book/ — * It Ihall be under 
another name then,* anfwered I, * for I would fooner 
cut off my fingers than turn author.* 

At my father's Sainte-Lettemet a perfon with whom 
I was become acquainted a few months before, and 
who was fated to have a powerful influence over my 
future fortune, though I little thought fo at the time : 
I have already faid that Sophy, more taken up than I 
with paying and receiving vifits, was far from finding it 
coiiducive to her advantage. She had fpoken to me 
feveral times of a man of great merit, who had a 
place at Amiens, and was frequently at her mother's, 
while refident there ; which, however, was not gene- 
lally the cafe, beciaufe he viOted Paris every winter, 
and in the fummer often made long journies. She had 
only nientioned him, becaufe in the infignificant 
crowd with which fhe was futrounded, fti6 was pleafed 
to meet with an individual whofe, inftruftive conveffa* 
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don always feemed to contain fomethmg new, whofe 
auftere, but fknple manners, infpired confidence, and 
who was univerfally efteemed, though not univerfally 
beloved, becaufe ^his feverity, which bordered on the 
farcaflic, gave many people offence. Sophy had 
fpoken to him alfo of her beloved friend. Nothing 
iivdeed was talked of in her family but the intimacy 
and conftancy of a convent connexion, which ac- 
quired a certain degree of refpeftability from time. 
He had alfo feen my jtortrait, which Madam Can« 
net had hung up in a confpicuous fituation. ' Why 
then,* he ufed to fay, * do you not make me acquaint- 
ed with this amiable friend ?* I go every year to Paris 
— Shall I never have a letter to deliver to her ?* He 
obtained the commiflion he defired in the month of 
December 1775: I was then in mourning for niy 
mother, and in that ftate of tender melancholy, 
which follows violent grief. Whoever came on the 
part of Sophy, was fure of a good reception. ' You 
will receive this,' faid my beloved friend in her letter, 
*from the hands of M. Roland de la Platiere, the 
philgfopher you have fometimes heard me mention — 
an enlightened man, of fpotlefs reputation, who can 
be reproached with nothing but his too gre^t admira- 
tion for the ancients, at the expence of the moderns, 
whom he undervaloes, and with being too fond of 
fpeaking of himfelf.* This portrait can hardly be 
called a Iketch ; but the outline is well drawn. I 
found him a man confiderably turned of forty, tally 
vox., lu a I and 
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and negligent in his carriage, with that ftiffaefs 
which is often contrafted by ftudy ; but his manners 
were eafy and fimple, and without poffeffing the fafli- 
ionable graces, he comt«fied the politenefs of a well- 
bred man, wich the gravity of a philofopher. Want of 
flefh, a complexion accidentally yellow, and a fore- 
head very high, and very thinly covered with hair, 
did not deftroy the efFeft of a regular fet of features, 
though^ it rendered them rather refpeftable than 
engaging. There was befides great meaning in his 
Tmile ; and a moft lively expreflion ufed to light up 
his countenance^ and give him, as it werej a new 
face, whenever he grew animated in narration, or 
when any agreeable idea came acfofs his mind. His 
voice was mafculine, and his fententees were fliort 
(like thofe of a man afflifted with a difficulty of 
breathing) : his converfation, which was full of inter- 
cfting matter, becaufe his head was full of ideas, occupi- 
ed the mind more than it pleafed the ear ; his language, 
though fometimes impreffive, being always monoto- 
nous and harfli. An agreeable voice is, in my opk- 
ion, a very uncommon and very pbwerful accom- 
plifhment : it does not > depend upon the quality of 
the found alone; but refults alfo .from that delicacy 
^ of fendment which furnifhes a variety of expreilion, 
and of tone. 

• 
(I a7n interrupted^ in order to he told that 1 am 
included in the indidme?it of Brijfot^ with other members 

recently 
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fecenffy apprehended. The tyranis are at bay: they 
think theyjhall be able to Jill up the abyfs beneath their 
feet %uith the bodies of their virtuous adverfaries ; but 
they ivill fallJn afterwards themf elves* lamnot dif 
mayed-at being fent to thefcqffold infuch company j it is 
indeed difgracefid to live among villains. 

I am going to difpatch this JhtJt as it is. * // will be 
only beginning a new one^ in cafe IJhould have it in my 
poiver. ^ ^ 

Friday^ Oilober 4, the birth-day of my daughter ^ who^^ 
is entering her thirteenth year. J 

This effedt of the organ of fpeech, a thing very 
different from a ftrong Yoice, is not more common; 
among profeffional orators, than among the multi- 
tudes that compofe otfr focial circles. I looked for il; 
in the three national aflemblies,and could meet with no- 
body poffeffed of it in perfedibn. Mirabeau him- 
felf, with the commanding magic of a noble delivery, 
neither fpoke in a pleafing key, nor pronounced in the 
moft agreeable manner. The Clerraonts came nearer 
to the mark. Where, then, 1 may beafked, is your 
model ? I might anfwer like the painter, when alked 
whence he took the charming air, that he gave to the- 
heads created by his pencil ? Hence, faid he, putting: 
his finger^ to his forehead, I Ihould put mine tp my 
ears. I was never a great frequenter of the theatre ;. 
but I thought I could perceive that the kind of merit 
in queftion was equally uncommon thereto Larive^ 

the- 
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ihe only one perhaps whodeferves lb mentioned, did 
not come entirely up to my idea. 

When upon entering the period of adolefcence, 
I experienced th'at agitation which the defire of 
|)learmg produces in the bolbm of young women, 
I was moved at the found of my own voice, and 
Ixras obliged to modulate it in order to pleafe my- 
felf. I can eafily conceive that the exquifite fenfi- 
bility of the Greeks made thpm fet a high value 
upon every part of the art of fpeech ; and I can 
alfo conceive ic natural for fanfculotifme to make us 
difdain thofe graces, and to lead us to a barbarous 
rudenefs, equally diftant from the precifion of the 
Spartans in their energetic language, and from the 
eloquence of the amiable Athenians. 

But it is long fince we parted with La Blancherie, 
either at Orleans, or elfewhere, and high time to give 
him his difnxiflal. > 

Returning fhortly after my mother's death, he 
knew nothing of that event till he came to fee us 
and difcovered a degree of furprife, and forrow, that 
/^leafed and affedcd me ; nor did I look upon him, in 
the repeated vifits he afterwards paid me, with an eye 
of indifference. My father, who at firft made it a 
rule to ftay with me, when any one ciime, began to 
think the bufinefs of duenna was by no means amuC* 
ing, and that it would be more convenient to leave me 
to myfelf, and the maid, and to fhut his door againft 
every body, wliofe age and gravity fhould not be fuch 

as 
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as to render his attendance unneceffary. He told nt« 
accordingly, that he intended to beg La Blancherie to 
difcontinue his vifits. I did not fay a word in 
anfwer, although I felt fome degree of pain.^ Ire- 
fledled on that which I fuppofed my fuitor would fuf- 
fer from the prohibition, and determined to convey 
the intimation to him myfelf ; for my fether's manner 
made me fear he would give it in an unhandfome way. 
To tell the truth, La Blancherie had prepoffeffed nie 
in his favour ; and I thought it not impoflible that I 
might love him : my head alone was working, I be- 
lieve ; but I was not in a fair way to^get on. I wrot€J* 
then a handfome letter, which gave La Blancherie his 
difcharge, and which deprived him of all hope of my 
receiving his anfwer, but which was not calculated t4 
deftroy any other he might entertain. 

The ice thus broken gave a free courfe to tendfer 
and melancholy ideas, by which my happinefs was 
not materially difturbed. Sophy came to Paris, 
and made fome ftay there with her mother and her 
fifter Henrietta, who finding herfelf on a level with 
us, by the addition to > our age, and the fedate- ' 
nefs (he had acijuired, became alfo my friend. 
Her lively imagination (truck fire out of every '' 
thing, and .animated every connexion in which fee 
had a feare. 

I WENT often to the garden of the Luxemburg with 
my two friends and Mademoifelle d'Hangard, and 
there I fometimes met La Blancherie. He ufed to 

bow 
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bow to fne refpeflfully ; and I returned his falute not 
without emotion. — ^ You are acquainted then with 
that gentlemati ?' faid Mademoifelle d'Hangard one 
day^ having at tirfl fuppofed his bow was meant 

for ber. * Yes.* * Do you chance to know 

liim too ?*—' Certainly I do, though I never fpoke 
to him in my Hfe ; but I am in the habit of vifitiRg 
the Mifs BordenaveSy to the youngeft of whom he 
paid his addrcffes.*— ' Is it long fincc ?' — ^ A year, 
or perhaps eighteen months. He found means to 
introduce himfelf : called there from time to time, 
and at laft made a declaratipn in form : the young 
ladies are rich, and the youngeft a pretty girl. He 
has not a Ihilling himfelf, and is a candidate for an 
keirefs ; for be made the fame proposal to one of 
their acquaintance, as they afterwards heard ; he 
was difmiffed, and we have ever.fmce been accuftom- 
ed to call him the lover of the eleven thoufand vir- 
gins*.*-^' But, pray, how came you acquainted with 
him?'— 'By feeing him frequently at Madame PEpinc's 
concert,* faid I, biting my lips, and keeping the reft 
to myfelf, not a little vexed at having thought my- 
felf poffeffed of the heart of a man, who, without 
doubt, had folicited my hand merely becaufe I was 
an only daughter ; and ftill more fo at having written 
him a letter, which he did not deferve — Matter for 

* In aHufion to a legendary tale^ which ftates^ the miraculour 
martyrdom of eleven thoufand yvrgin^^^Tranf. ' -. 
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meditation as to the exeycife of my prudence on fu- 
cure occafions ! ' 

A FEW months tad elapfed, when a little Sa^ 
voyard came and told the knaid fomebody wiftied to 
fpeak with her, I forget where : Ihe went out, re- 
turned, and informed me that M. La Blancherie had 
defired her to beg me to receive hi$ vifit. It was 
Sunday, and I was waiting for fome of my relations. 
* Yes,' anfwered I, * he may come, but let it be in- 
ftantly ; and fmce he is waiting for you at a little 
diftance from the door, go and bring him in.* La 
Blancherie came, and found me fitting by my fire- 
fide. — * I have not dared, Mademoifelle, to wait up- 
on ^ou, fince the prohibition you fent me, though 
exceedingly defirous of feeing you ; nor can I exprefs 
all I fuffered from the dear and cruel letter I then re- 
ceived. My fituation has undergone" a confiderable 
change fince that time ; and I have now fome pro- 
jefts, to which you are probably not altogether a 
ftrapger.' He immediately laid before me the plan 
of a work of morality and criticifm, in the form of 
letters, and in the manner of the Spe^ator^ and pro- 
pofed to me to hear fome of them. I let him go on 
wiihout interrupting him, and even waited, after 
he had made a fliort paufe, in order that he might 
get to the end of his rofary. When h6 had faid all 
he had to fay, I took my turn to fpeak, and obferved 
to him politely, that I had taken upon myfelf ^the 
care of requefling bixn to difcontinue his vlfits, be- 

caufc 
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amfe the fentjments which he had declared to my fa- 
ther» made me fuppofe he attached fome importance 
to their continuance, and I had wifhed to (how him 
my gratitude by that mark of attention ; that at my 
age, the imagination was bufy on all occafions, and 
fometimes dreffed up objects in very falfe colours ; 
but that error was not a <:rime, and that I was fufB- 
ciently recovered from mine to render all concern 
on his part needlefs; that I admired his literary 
projedls, without wiftilng to bear a part in them, 
any more than in thofe of others ; that I confined 
myfelf to good wiflies for the fuccefs of all the au- 
thors in the world ; as well as for his, in all poffi- 
hle ways ; and that it was to tell him fo I had 
confented to receive him, in order that he might 
fave himfelf in future all trouble of the kiad ; in 
confequence of which I begged him to put an 
end to his vifit. Surprife, grief, agitation, every 
thing, in fhort, that is becoming in like cafes, was 
^out to be difplayed. I flapped him by faying, 
I did not know whether the Mifs Bordenaves, 
and the other ladies to whom he had paid his 
addreffes, . about the fame time, had expreffed 
ihemfelves with equal franknefs ; but that mine 
was whhout bounds ; and that the refolution ic 
indicated did not admit of explanation. I rofe at 
the fame inftant, making a curtefy, and that mo- 
tion of the hand which points out the door to trqu- 
blefome vifitors* Mycoufia Trude came in; noi: 

did 
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did I ever fee .hi$ rugged face with greater pleafure* 
La Blancherie in the mean time efFecled his retreat 
in filence, and I never faw him after ; but who has 
not fmce heard of the Jgent General of the correfpon* 
dence for forwarding the arts andfcienees ? 

This hero having made his exity let us return to 
Sairite-Lette and Roland/ 

We had reached the end of the fummer 1776; 
and during the eight or nine preceding months I had 
feen M. Roland feveral times. His vifits were npt 
frequent ; but he made long ones, like aperfon, who, 
not going to a particular place in order to fhew himfelf, 
but becaufe he has a fatisfaftion in being there, ftays 
as long as he decently can. His frank and inftruc- 
tive converfation never tired me, and he was fond of 
feeing me liften to him with attention ; a thing which 
I am very capable of, even with thofe who are not fo 
well informed as Roland, and which has perhaps pro- 
cured me (till more friends than the talent of fpeaking 
with fome facility. I had become acquainted with ' 
him on his return from Germany ; he was then prepar- 
ing to make the tour of Italy, and fettling his affairs^^ 
a thing to which prudent people feldom fail to at- 
tend, when on the eve of a long abfence ; he had 
chofen me for the depofitary of his manufcript^j, 
which were to remain in my poffeflion in cafe be 
Ihould meet with any mifchance. I was much affefted 
by this particular mark of efteem, and received it 
with many thanks. The day of his departure he 
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4bktd at my father's with Sainte-Lette ; and on tak« 
kg leave, begged permiffion to falute me. I know 
not how it is, but that favour is never 'granted by a 
young woman without a blufh, let her imagination be 
ever fo tranquil. — ' You are fortimate to be fetting 
off,* Taid Sainte-Lette, in his grave and foleran voice j 
but make hade to return, and a(k for as much more!' 
During Sainte-Lette's ftay in France, his friend 
de Sevelinge becoming a widower, he repaired to his 
r^fidence at Soiifons, to ihare his grief, and brought 
him to Paris, in order to divert his attention from 
bis lofs. They came to fee me together, Seve- 
linge, whofe age was about fifty-two, was a gen- 
tleman of fmall fortune : he held a financial fitu- 
Gtion in the country, and devoted part of his time to 
ftudy, like a philofopher who is fenfible of its charms. 
Having thus become acquainted, we. kept up our in- 
tercourfe after Sainte-Lette's departure, who ufed to 
fay, that, on leaving France, he fhould feel a degree 
of pleafure at che thought of his friend's not 
lofing the advantage of my acquaintance, — He 
even begged permijSion to put into his hands for a 
Ibort time fome manufcripts, which, as I have .al- 
ready faid, I had fubmitted to his infpedion. This 
intereftJng old man embarked for the fifth or fixih 
<time in his life. An ulcer in his head, of which 
fome fymptoms had already appeared, broke while 
he was at fea; he arrived fick at Pondicherry ; and 
• died there fix weeks after he difembarked,. We 
heard of his death by means of Demontchery. He 

was 
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and then to write to me ; and his letters, of whicfai 
the ftyle and the matter were equally agreeable, gave 
me great pleafure. They bore the impreffion of that 
inild philofophy, and melancholy fenfibiHty, to which 
I have always felt myfelf fo' much inclined. ' I have 
remarked what Diderot fays on this fubjeft, with fo 
much truth ; * that good tafte implies good fenfe, de- 
licate organs, and fomewhat of a melancholy turn/ 

My father, whofe kindnefs was - gradually dimin-^ 
ifiiing, being of opinion it was very unneceffary to keep 
up an idle correfpondence that put him to the ex-* 
pence of portage, I communicated my diftrefs to myj 
Kttle uncle, and Was authorized to have the letters of 
Sevelinge, whom he had feen at our houfe, addreifed 
under cover to him. My manufcripts came back to 
me with fome critical obfervations, of which I wa& 
very proud ; for I did not imagine that my^ wtfrks were 
worth the trouble of reviewing. They were in my 
own opinion fenfible enough ; but at the fame time 
mere common- place that any body might, have writieaj 
nor did I conceive they, had any merit, except the fm-* 
gularity of their being, the produdUons of a little 
girl, i long retained that modeft fimplicity in regard 
to myfelf. Nothing lefs was? neceflary than the buf- 
tje ©f the revolution, the various changes of my 
"fituatton, and a frequent opportunity of making 
comparifons in a great crowd, and amoAg peribn« 
tfteemed for their meriti to enable me ta perceis&e. 

that 
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that the bench on which I was ftanding, was not 
likely to break down with the throng. I muft ob- 
terve, however, and I haften to do &» that all 
tended rather to prove to me the degradation of 
the fpecies in my native country, than to give me a 
high opinion of myfelf. It is not wit that is wanting ; 
you meet it at every turn : it is foundnefs of judgment, 
and a ftrong temper of mind. Where thefe two qua- 
lities are wanting, I cannot recognize any thing de^ 
ferving to be called a tnan. — ^In truth, Diogenes 
was in the right to take a lantern. But a revolu* 
tion will ferve as well : I do not know indeed a bet* 
ter touchftone, nor ia ftandard more exaft. 

The academy of Befan9on had^ropofed the fol- 
lowing queftion as a fubjedt for a prize : How eon 
the education of women be made conducive to the improve^ 
ment of men? My imagination was dire&ly on the 
wing : I took up my pen, and wrote a dijffertatim 
which I fent anonymoufly, and which, as may eafily 
be imagined, was not deemed worthy of the prize. 
There was none indeed fo honoured. The fub- 
jeft was propofed again for the following year, with 
what refult I know notj but I recoiled that, in 
attempting to difcufs this matter, I felt the abfur- 
dity of fixing a mode of education, without attend- 
ing to the general manners, which depend upon 
the government ; and thought it injudicious to at- 
tempt reforming one fex by means of the other, in- 
fiead of ameliorating the whole fpecies by good laws. 

Accord. 
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Accordingly I foiflid ao difficulty in faying wbati 
thought women ought to be; but I added, they 
could only be rendered fuch by a new order of 
things* That idea certainly did not correfppnd with 
the intention of the academy ; I reafoned about the 
problem without folving it, 

I CONVEYED the dilfertation to M» de Sevelinge ; 
but after having forwarded it to ljefan5on, he fent 
me nothing . but a few remarks on the ftyle, 1 hje; 
warmth of compofition wa» over ; I found the plan 
of my prpduftion exceedingly defedlive ; and amufed 
myfelf in writing a criticjue upon it, as if it had 
been the work of a perfon whom I Ihould have 
been ghid to ridicule. This may be compared to 
a nsstn's tickling his fides, in order to make himfelf 
laugh, or flapping his cheeks by way of warming 
them ; but moft aiTuredly no one could laugh with- 
out company more heartily, or more innocently, 
than I did. Sevelingej in return, communicated to 
me an academical difcourfi? of his own writing, on 
the faculty of fpeetb^ which he had addreffed to the 
French academy, and concerning which d'Alem-* 
bert had written to him in handfome terms. If I 
TecoUeQ: aright, there was in that work a great 
deal of mctaphyfics, and fome little afiedation. Six 
months, a year, and more, paiTed away in tliis men- 
tal intercdurfe, in the midft of which a variety of 
ideas occurred. Sevelinge appeared to be uneafy 
at my fituation, an4 tired of living alone. He 
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ina<k many refle£Hon$ on the pleafures of a fhinh 
ing fociety. I thought it to be defired, and we 
reafoned at great l/jngth on the fubje£l. I know 
not what fancy afterwards got into his bead, but 
he made a journey to Paris, and came td my father's 
in difguife, as if- upon bufinefs. The moft whim* 
fical part of the (lory is, that I did not know 
him, though I let him in. But the great air of 
mortification with which he left me, awakened ia 
my mind the idea of his features ; I thought after 
he was gone that the ftranger was very like Seve* 
Ijnge ; and foon found by his letters it was Seve» 
Knge himfelf. This curious circumftance made an im- 
preflion on me by no means agreeabfe, and which I 
cannot defcribe ; our correfpondence flackened, and 
at lad ceafed entirely, as I ihall hereafter relate. 

I WENT now and then to Vincennes : my uncle's 
canonical retreat was pretty, the walk delightful, and 
his company agreeable ; but though, he had the plea- 
fure of having his houfe very well managed by Ma- 
demoifelle d'Hannaches, he began to perceivehe muft 
pay for it by fuffering all the teafing, iU-humour, and 
folly of a conceited old maid. The callle of Vin- 
cennes was inhabited by a great number of perfons to 
whom the court allowed apartments : here was Mo- 
reau de la Garve, an old cenfor royal ; then a female 
wit, no other than Madam de Puifieux ; a little 
higher a countefs de Laurencier ; a little lower an 
officer's widow, and fo on to the end of the chapterfs 
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fo fay nothing of the king's lieutenant, RougemDnt^ 
whom Mirabeau made known to the world, and whofe 
carbuncled face, and infolent ftupidity, rendered him 
a moft difgufting charadler. A company of invalids, 
of which the officers' wives made part of the fociety, 
amounted, in conjundion with the above motley 
crew, and the dean and chapter, to no lefs than fix 
hundred inhabitants within the walls of th^ caftle, 
without reckoning the prifoners in the tower. My 
ttDcle, thongh well received every where, was feldom 
aflidious in his viiits, and faw little company at home« 
But on our return from our walks, we generally flop* 
ped in the evening at the pavilion of the bridge that 
overlooks the park, where the females aflembled. 
Here I fhould alfo have portraits to paint if I had lei* 
fure i but time is treading clofe upon my heels, and 
the road I have yet to travel is long* I am there- 
fore obliged to pafs over a great numbcf . of things. 
Very pretty things might however be laid concerning 
the dancer's in the robbers^walk, d'Artois's horfe- 
races, the follies of Seguin, the Duke' of Orleans's 
calhier, whofe birth-day (Seguin's) was celebrated by 
illuminations, and who became a bankrupt ihortly 
after^— and then the pleafant walks in the wood, and 
the beautiful profpeft from the upper park, by the fide 
of the Marne, for the fake of which we ufed to climb 
over a breach in the wall ; and the hermits in the 
wood, who were fituated in fo pi£lurefque a %ot, and 
A whofe church was a pidluie admirably executed, 
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and'curioufly defigned, in which thoufands of devils 
were feen tormenting the damned in as many different 
ways ; and my readings with my uncle, efpecially 
that of Voltaire's tragedies, of which we were 
one day rihearfing feveral of the parts, by turns, 
when, at the moment of the greateft pathos, Ma- 
demoifelle d'Hannaches, who had been fpinning in 
filence, fet up a loud outcry againfl the poultry, to 
which we fhould have been glad to have fent her ; 
and our lame concerts after fupper, when, -upon 
the table that had juft been cleared, muflf-cafes fefved 
as a mufic-defle for the worthy canon Bareux, with 
his fpedacles on his nofe, and ftrumming his bafs-viol, 
while I fcraped on the fiddle, and my uncle played 
out of tune on the flute — Ah ! I will come back 
again to thofe pleafmg fcenes, if fufFered to exift ; 
but it is now time to return home, after having fpoken 
however of a certain great romancer, who had ob- 
tained fome degree of fame* 



A SKETCH 



OF WHAT REMAINED TO BE TREATED OF ; 

Intended to ferve as a laji Supplement /« 
^e Memoirs*. 



THE manufcripts left with me by M. Roland made 
me better acquainted with him, during the eighteen 
months he paffed in Italy, than frequent vifits could 
have done. They confifted of travels, refledions, 
plans of literary wcJrks, and anecdotes in which he 
was perfonally concerned : a ftrong mind, rigorous 
probity,* ftria principles, learpiing, and tafte, were' 

evident in every page. 

Born" in opul^ace, and defcended from an ancient 

family, of the higheft charafter for integrity in the v . 

law, he had feen, while a you^g man, all his hopes ^ ^n, 

* In my laft fheet I left off at Vincennes : I was going to fpeak 
of Carraciolij whom I met at the canon's, and whofe letters, under 
the name of Ganganellif had made fome nolfe in the world, although 
they were often a repetition of what he had written in his numerous 
little works. But were I thus to go on (lep by ftep, I (hould have 
a long work to compofe, for 'which the limits of my life would not 
fuffice : I fhall therefore confine myfeif to a iketch, 
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of fortune vanifli, owing to a want of manage- 
ment on the one hand, and. to prodigal expence 
on the other. The youngeft of five brothers, four 
of whom were compelled to embrace the clerical 
profeffion, he had left his paternal roof friendlefs, 
and alone, at the age of nineteen, that he might not 
take holy orders, nor enter into trade, from both of 
which he was equally averfe. His fir ft flight carried 
him to Nantz ; where he ftayed ibme time in a mer- 
chant's compting-houfe, in order to gain informa- 
tion concerning a variety of matters, with a view of 
going to Indiai His preparations were all made; 
when he was taken with a fpitting of blood, and 
was forbidden to go to fea, by the phyficians, under 
penalty of death. He next repaired to Rouen, where 
his relation, M. Godinot, infpeft#r of manufactures, 
propofed to him to enter into that department. He 
determined to do fo ; foon diftinguifted himfelf by 
his aflivity and readinefs ; and at laft obtained a lu- 
crative employ. Travelling and ftudy divided his 
time, and filled up every moment of his life. 

Before he fet off for Ijtaly, he had introduced to 
my father his beft-beioved brother, a Benediftine 
monk, at that time prior of the college of Clugliy 
Jit Paris ; a man of fenfe, "of agreeable manhets, 
and of an amiable difpofition. He came riOw and 
then to fee me, and communicated to me the notes 
which his brotjier tranfmitted*to him ; for wherever 
M. Roland went, he committed his obfervations to 

paper. 



paper. Th^y were tbe not<53 whrch at hk return ^c, 
publiflied iri the form of letters, intruding the care 
of prmri^g thepi to fpme friends at Dieppe, one of 
whom having a rage for the ItaHs^l, overloaded them 
with paiTage^ in that language^ by adding thofe of 
his own fabrication. Thi$ work, abounding in mat^ 
ter, wants only to be better digefted in order to hold 
the highefl rank among books of the kind» Ever 
fince our marriage, we have had the intention of^ 
putting it into another ih^pe ^ but I wanted to fee 
Italy alfo ; jind time and events led us another way. 

On M. Roland^s return, I found myfelf in pot 
feflion of a friend : his gravity, his manners, and 
bis (ludious habits, all concurred in making me con«^ 
fider him as a perfon of no fex,.or rather as ^ philofo- 
pher, who had only a mental eadiience. A kind of 
confidence grew up between us, the pleafure he took 
in my company making him. feel a defire of cpming 
more frequently* It was near five years (luce my ac- 
quaintance witli him began,, when he firit ipade a de« 
claration* of his tender fentiments. I did not hear if: 
with indifference, becaufe I efteemed him mo^e than 
any man I bad yet feen ;. but I had remarked that 
neither he nor his family were altogether indifferent 
to worldly confiderations. I told him fr^nkjy, tj^at 
I felt myfelf honoured by jhi^ addreffes, and (hat jL 
flxould be happy to make him a return for his affeje^ 
ton J but that I did pot think he v^ould find me a 
proper match.. I then c;«cppled to him without re* 

fcrve 



( ^6 ) 

fcrvc the ftatc of my father's affairs — ^hc was a ruined 
man. By prevailing upon myfelf to aflc him for an 
account of my fortune, at the riik of incurring his 
difpleafure; I had faved five hundred livres a year^ 
making, with my little moveables, all that remain- 
ed of the apparent opulence in which I had been 
brought up. 

My father was.ftill in the vigour of life; his er- 
rors might lead him to contrafl debts, * which his 
inability to pay might render difgraceful ; he might 
marry imprudently, and add to thofe evils little beg- 
gars who would bear my name, &c. &c. I was too 
proud to expofe myfelf to the malevolence of a family, 
which might feel its confequence hurt by. the con- 
nexion, or to the generofity of a hufband who 
would find in it a fource of chagrin. I advifed M. Ro- 
land, as a third perfon might have done, to give up all 
thoughts of me : he perftfted ; I was moved ; and cpn- 
fented to his taking the necelTary fteps with my father. 
But as he preferred making his application in writing, 
it was agreed that he fhould not fend his letter till his 
return to his ufual place of refidence. .During the 
reft of his flay at Paris, I faw him every day ; 
confidered him as the being with whom my future fate 
was to be connefted ; and conceived a real affeQipn 
for his perfon. As foon as he returned to Amiens, he 
wrote to my father, making known his wifhes and de- 
figtis. My father thought the letter dry : he did not 
like M. Roland's feverity, and felt no inclination to 

have 



( 67 ) 

have for his fon-in-law a man of rigid principles, whofe 
very looks would wear the appearance of reproach. 
He anfwered in rude and impertinent terms, and fhew- 
ed me the whole, when his letter was fent off. I came 
to a refolution immediately. I wrote to M. Roland, 
and toidhim the event had juftified my fears in refpeft 
to my father ; that Idid not wifti to be the caufeof 
his receiving farther affronts ; and that I begged him 
to abandon his de/ign. I made known to my father 
what his conduct had induced me to do ; and added, 
he could not be furprifed if I fhould in confequence 
feek a new fituation, and retire to a convent. But as I 
knew he had feveral debts of an urgent nature, I left 
him the fhare of plate that belonged to me, to fadsfy 
his creditors ; hired a little apartment in the convent 
of the Congregation ; and there took up my abode, 
with a firm refolution to regulate my expences by my 
income. I did fo ; and curious particulars I fliould 
have to relate of a fituation in which I began to avail 
niyfelfof the refourcesof aftrong mind. I calculat- 
ed my expences to a farthing, refer ving a trifle for 
prefems to the perfons who did the menial offices about 
the houfe. t^otatoes, rice, and dry kidney -beans^ 
dreffed in a pot with a fprinkling of fait, and a fmall 
bit of butter, varied my food, and were cooked with 
little lofs of time. I went out twice a week ; once to 
vifit my aged relations ; and once to my father's, in 
order to look over his linen, and take away with me 
whatever ftaod in .need of menaaig. The reft of 
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my time, fhut up under my roof of fiiow, as Tufcd 
to call it (for I was lodged near the iky,, and it was ia 
the winter), wd refufing to miz habitually with the 
boarders, I applied to my fludies ^ Heeled my heart 
againft adverfity i and, by ^eferving happinefs, aven- 
ged myfelf on fate which denied it me. Every even- 
ing the kind*hearted Agatha came to pafs an hour 
with me, and accompanied the effufions of her foul 
with the confolatory tears of friendihip. A few turns 
in the garden when every body was out of the way,, 
conftituted my foUtary walks. The refignation of a 
patient temper, the quiet of a good confcience, the 
elevation of fp^rit which fets misfortune it defiance, 
the laborious habits that make the hours pafs fo rapidly 
away^ the delicate tafte of 'a found mind finding in the 
confcioufnefs of exillence and of its own value, plea- 
fures which the vulgar never know j thefe were my 
riches. I was not always free from dielancholy ; but 
even melancholy had its charms. Though I was dot 
happy, I had within me all the means of being fo ; and 
had reafon to be proud of knowing how to do with- * 
out what I wanted in other refpe£ls. 

M. RoLAiNp, aftoniihed and affli£led, contmued 
to write to me, like a man conftant in his aSedion, 
but offended at my father's conduft. He- came at 
the expiration of five or fix months^ and felt the 
flame of love revive on feeing me at the grate, ;wher* 
I preferved an appearance of profperity. He was de* 
firous of taking me out of my confinement, 'offered 

me 
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me his hand again, and preffed me to receive the nup- 
tial benediaign from his brother the prior. -^lentered 
into ^ deep deliberation cdncernitig what I oughc to 
<lo. I could not help being fcnfible, that a man under 
forty-five would not have waited feveral months with- 
out endeavouring to make me change my refolution J 
and I readily coiifefs that my fentiments Were reduced 
by that confideration to a ftate which admitted of no- 
thing like illufion, I confidered on the other hand^ 
that his peffevetance, the fruit alfo of mature delibe- 
ration, proved his fenfe of rny merit ; and fmce he 
had overcome his repugnance to the difagreeable cir- 
cumftances that might attend the match, I was the 
tnore fecure of retaining his efteem, \diich I fhould 
not find It difficuh to juftify. Befides, if matrimony 
was, as 1 thought, a rigorous tie, a partnerfhip, . ia 
which the woman generally undertakes to provide for 
the happinefs of both parties, was it not better to ex- 
ert my faculties, and my courage, inthat honourable 
ftatioti, than in the forlorn and afetic life I was leading 
in a coavent ? Here I might ftate at length 'the many 
prudent refledions, as I cohceive them to be, that 
guided me ; and yet I did not make all thofe that the 
circumftances might have warranted, but which ex-t 
periencc alone can fuggeft. I became theti the wife 
of a truly honeft man, who continued to love me the 
more, the better he knew me. '^Iar,ried when my 
reafon was matured, I met with nothing that could 
difturb its ferious courfe ; and fulfilled my duties with 

an 



C 7^ ) 

^n ardour that was rather the efFeia: of enthufiafm tha^n' 

calculatioa. By ftudying my partner's happinefs, 

I perceived fomething was wanting to my own.— 

I have never ceafed a moment ,to confider my hnC 

band as one of the moft eftimable men in estiftence, 

as a man to whom I might be proud of belonging j 

but I have often felt the difparicy between us* ^ I have 

often felt the afcendancy of an imperious temper^ 

joined to that of twenty years more than I could count, 

rendered one of thofe advantages a great deal too 

much. If we lived in folitude, I had fometimes difa- 

I ... 

greeable hours to pafs : if we mixed with the world, 

I was beloved by perfons, fome of whom appeared 
likely to take too ftrong a hold of my affeSions. I 
immerfed myfelf in ftudy with my hufband, another 
«xcefs by which I was a fufferer : I accuftomed him 
not to know how to do without me at any time, or on 
any occafion whatever. 

We paffed the firft year of our marriage entirely 
at Paris, whither Roland had been fent for by -the 
Board of Trade, who were defirous of making feme 
new regulations concerning manufidlures ; regula- 
tions which the principles of liberty that Roland car- 
ried with him wherever he went, made him oppofe 
with all his might. He was printing an account of 
fome of the arts, which he had*written'for the aca- 
demy, and taking a fair copy of his Italian notes. 
He made me hllcopyift and the correftor of the prefs ; 
and I executed the tafk with an humility, at which I 
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cannot help laughing when I recolleft it ; and which 
feems almoft irreconcileable with a mind fo much cul- 
tivated as mine ; but it flowed direftly from the heart. 
I had fo fincere a refpeft for my hufband, that I 
eafily conceived him to know every thing better thau 
I could. I was at the fame time fo much afraid of a 
cloud on his brow, and he was fo tenacious of his 
opinions, that it was long before I acquired fufficient 
confidence to contradift him. I was then attending a 
courfe of lectures on natural hiftory, and another on 
botany ; that laborious recreation was the only one I 
enjoyed after the employment of fecretary and hbufe- 
keeper ; for living at ready- furniflied lodgings, as Paris 
was not our ufual place of refidence, and perceiving 
that every kind of cookery did not agree with my 
hulband's delicate conftitution, I took care to prepare 
for him the diflies that fuited him beft. We pafled 
four years at Amiens ; and there I became a mother 
and a nurfe, without ceafing to partake of my huf- 
band's labours, who had engaged to write a confidera- 
ble part of the new Encyclopedia. We never ftirred 
frona the defk, unlefs to take a walk out of the gates 
of the town. I made a hortus Jiecus of the plants of 
Picardy ; and the ftudy of aquatic botany gave birth 
to The Peat-digger^s ArU Frequent ficknefs alarmed 
me for Roland's life : my cares were not ineffeftual, 
and ferved to ftrengthen the tie that connefted us : 
he loved me for my boundlefs attention j and I was 
attached to him by the good I did him. 
VOL. II. 2 M HjS 
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He had 'been acquainted in Italy with a youBg maa 
xvhofe gentle and kind difpofition be valued much^ and 
^ho, after his return to France, where he applied to 
the ftudy of Phyfic, became our particular friend. 
That was Lanthenas, whom I ihould have efteemed 
more, if the revolution, thattouchftoneof mankind, 
{>y drawing him into the vortex of public affairs, had 
not expofed to view his weaknefs and his mediocrity. 
Pofleffed of private virtues, without perfonal accom« 
plifliment^ he rendered himfelf very agreeable to uij 
hufband, and attached himfelf to us both. I loved 
him ; I treated ham like a brother, and gave him the 
name. I could write largely concerning him, as well 
as feveral interefUng coaaezions formed at that era, ^^ 
and who (lill exift. I 

Sophy married, during my refidence at Amiens, i 
the Chevalier de Comicourt, who lived at fix leagues ' 
diflance from that jdace, and farmed his own eflate. 
Henrietta, who had been fond of M, Roland, and 
.would have found no diiEculty in obtaining the con- 
fent of her family to marry him, made no fcruple of 
approving the preference he had given me, with that 
affeding finceruy which did honour to her difpofition, 
and with that generofity that made her fo much belov- 
ed. She married old De Vouglans^ who was become a 
widower, and whofe confeflbr and phyfician adyifed 
him to take another wife, although at. the age of 
feventy-five. Both are widows* Sophy is turned de- 
votee again ^ and is reduced to a very weakly ftate by 
^ pedtoral 



pe£%oraI complaints, which endanger a life mcefTav^ 
to the welfaue of two charming children*. The dif- 
ference of our difpoficion and c^niofis, added to ab-. 
fence, and the cares of the world, hare weakened 
our connexion^ without breaking it« Henrietta, al* 
i^ays frank, lively, sliid aSeclioiiate, has been to fee 
me in my captivity, where fhe would, willingly have 
taken my place to infare my fafety* 

Roi*ANi> had defircd, in the early part of our 
union, that I fteirid be fparing of iny vifits to my 
two friends, I comfrlied with his wilbes ; nor did 
1 refume the liberty of frequenting, their fociety till 
time had infpired my hufband with* confidence enough ^. 
to remove his fears of being rivalled in my affeclions.^ 
Thofe fears were injudicious : a Viiaf ried life is grav^ 
and auftere j and* if you deprive a woman of fenfi- 
bility of the pleafares of friendly intereourfe with 
her own fex, you take aw^y a neceffary comfort, an A 
expofe her to dangers. How long a diflertation would 
this theme admit of I 

In 1784 we removed to the generality of Lyons,., 
and took up our abode af Viilefranche, in M. Ro- 
land' s^ paternal houfe, where his mother j of thefafne 
age as the century, was living with his elder brother, 
a canon and counfeUor. Here I fhould have nume- 
pons piftures to paint of the manners of a country 
town, and their influence, of domeftic cares, and. 
the life I led in the fociety of a woman rendered 
refpeftable by her age, and terrible by her bad tern- 
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per, and between two brothers, the younger of whonn 
was pailionately fond of independence, and the el- 
der accuftomed and inclined to domineer. 

During two months of the winter we ufed to re- 
i^de at Lyons, with which place I became well ac- 
quainted, and of which I fhould have a gieat deal to 
fayr— a city beautifully fituated, and nobly built, 
flourifhing by its trade and manufaftures, interelling 
on account of its antiquities and coUcftions of curi- 
ofities, and refplendent with riches — a city of which 
the emperor Jofeph was jealous, and which bad the 
air of a magnificent capital ; now a vaft burying-place, 
^filled with the vidims of a government a thoufand 
rimes more atrocious than the very defpotifm, from 
the ruins of which it arofe. 

We ufed to go into the country in the autumn ; 
and after the death of my mother-in-law. Madam la 
Platiere, fpent there the greater part of the year. 
The parifli of Thezee, at two leagues diftance from 
Villefranche, in which is fituated the CIos* of La 
Platiere, is a country of an arid foil, but rich in 
vineyards, and in woods; it is the lalt region in 
which the vine is cultivable as you advance towards 
the lofty mountains of Beaujolois. It was there my 
(imple taile was exercifed in all the details of rural 

** The word Closf in French^ is particularly applied in France 
io a tradt of vineyard inclofed, which is its fignification here. It is 
often ufed to diftinguilh the wines of different diftri^s, as CJos aJ/. 
Ceor^e, &c. Tran/. 

and 
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and produ^ve economy ; and there I apt>Iied fontfe 
littl(& knowledge I had acquired to the relief of ra^ 
neighbours: I became the village doAor, and wa» 
the marerevered becaufe I beftowed afSftance^ in-p 
flead oi requiring a reward, and becaufe the pleafiire 
of doing good gave grace to my attentions. How 
readily does the ruftic labourer grant his confidence to 
thofe who render him: fervice ! People pretend he \t 
not grateful; and true it is that I was defirous of 
laying no one under obligations ; but I vi^as beloved ; 
and my departure was lamented with tears. I have 
alfo had fome whimfical fcehes. Honeft country • 
women, have brought a horfe for me two or threie 
leagues, begging me to fave the life of fome individual 
given over by the phyficians. I Inatched my hufband 
from the embrace of death in 1789, when all the pre- 
fcriptions of the doftors wouid not have delivered 
him from a dreadful difeafe without my fcothing 
cares. I pafled twelve days and nights without fleep, 
and without undreffing myfeUi, and fix months in the 
uneafinefs and agitation of a precarious convalet 
cence ; and yet I was not indifpofed : fo much does 
Our ftrength and aftivity depend upon the heart. The, 
revolution came, and the fame enthufiafm feiz&d us 
both : friends to mankind, adored liberty, and think** 
ing it was regenerating the fpecies, and putting an 
end to the degrading mifery of that unfortunate 
clafs, which had fo often excited our compaffion, 
we welcomed it with tranfport. Our opinions dif- 
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pleafed many people at Lyons, who, baihg ax:cti& 
tomed to commetclal calculations, could not conceive 
it poilible .to favour and applaud changes, only beng^ 
ficia) to others, from mere philofophyr For that fole 
reafon they became Roland^s enemies ; and that made 
the adverfe party prize him the more. He was elc&ed 
one of the municipality at its firft formation; and exhi- 
bited in that fituation an inflexible integrity. He was 
dreaded, and calumny on one fide took the field a* 
gainfl him ; whilft on the other he was defended by im- 
partiality and affeftion. Being deputed in behalf of the 
interefts of the city to the conflituent aiTembly, he re^ 
paired to Paris, and there we remained the beft part of » 
yean I have related, in another place, how he became 
aicquainted with feveral members of thataiTemby, con- 
nefting ourfelves naturally with thofe, who, like us, 
loved liberty, not fcT their own fake, but for hex's, 
and who now fhare with us the fate common to al- 
mofl all who have laid the foundations of freedom, 
as well as to the true friends of human nature ; fucfa 
as Dion, Socrates, Phocion, and other heroes oi 
antiquity; and Barneveldt and Sydney in modern, 
times. 

My hufband made me accompany him in a tour 
through England in 1784, and in anoiher through 
Switzerland in 1787: we were acquainted with in- 
terefling individuals in both thofe countries, and 
continued to keep up a cottefpondence with jTeveraL 
It is not a year fince I received a letter from Lavater^ 

the 
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the celebrated clergyman of Zurich, fo well known 
on account of his writings, his brilliant imagination, 
his affedionate heart, and the parity of his morals^ 
The worthy and learned Gofle of Qeneva certainly 
laments the peffecution we undergo. I know not 
what is become of the able Dezach, formerly a pro- 
feiTor at Vienna, who was lately travelling through 
Germany, whom I faw frequently at ^ondon, and 
with whom Roland got into an argument at the houfe 
of Banks, the prefident of the royal fociety, who 
ufed to aflemble at his houfe the fcientific of his own 
country, and the ftrangers who vifited London. I 
travelled with the pleafure and profit derived from 
the company of a man who has been upon the fpot, 
and feen things with an attentive eye : and committ^ 
to paper the obfervations I made on every thing by 
which I was moft forcibly (truck. I alfo vifited feve- 
ral parts of France ; but the revolution came, and 
prevented the excurfions which we meditated into, the 
fouthem provinces, as well as the tour. of Italy, which 
I had a longing defire to make. Fondly attached to 
the public happinefs, it engroffed all : our ideas, and 
fuperfeded all our projects ; the paffion of ferving it 
was. Indeed, the only one we felt. The reader has 
feen in the article entitled, Roland'^ Firjf Adminlftra^ 
tioriy how a ihare in the government was conferred 
upon him, unknown to himfelf, as it were ; nor will 
his public conduft fail to prove to impartial pofterity, 
his difinterefi:ednefs, his knowledge, and his virtues. 

Mv 
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My father, with whom we had no great reafon 
to be pleafed, neither married nor made any very 
ruinoas engagements. We paid a few debts he 
had contraded, and by granting him am annuity, 
prevailed • on him to leave off bulinefs, in which 
it was become impoffible for him to fucceed. 
Though fufFering fo much from his errors, by which 
my grandmother's little fortune had gone the fame 
way as every thing elfe, and though he had reafon 
to be highly fatisfied with our behaviour, his fpirit 
was too proud not to be hurt at the obligations he 
owed us. That ftate of irritated felf-love often 
hindered him from doing juftice, even to thofe who 
were the mod: defirous of pleafmg him. He died, 
aged upwards of fixty, in the hard winter of 1787, 
of a catarrh, with which he had been long afflifted. 
My^^ear uncle died at Vincennes in 1789; and 
ibon after we loft my hufband*s much-beloved bro- 
ther. He had made the tour of Switzerland with 
us, was become prior and reftor at Longponc, and 
was nominated ele£tor of his canton, where he preach- 
ed liberty, and praftifed the evangelical virtues. 
The counfellor and phyfician of his parifliioners, 
and too wife for a monk, he was perfecuted by the 
heads of his order, and had numerous itioleftations, 
which, by their efFeft on his fpirits, contributed to 
haften his end. Thus, everywhere, and in all times, 
do the good fall vidims : there muft be another world 
then in which they will live again, or it would not be 
worth while to come into this world ! • 

Blind 
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« Bi-iND calumjiiator&,! follow the track of R6laad, 
fift every aftion of his life, fcrutinize mine, confult 
the fociqdes in which we have lived, the cities in which 
we hav^ refid^d, and the^country where all difliniula- 
tion; i$ laid afide : put us to the queftion, ordinary 
and extraordinary ..•,.. and the more you fee of 
us, the greater will be your difappointment, and your 
rage,: that indeed is the reafon why you wifli to fend, 
us out of the world. 

R0L4ND has been reproached with having foUcited 
letters patent of nobility : the truth is this, — His fa-f 
xmily had enjoyed all the privileges of that order, foi; 
feveral centuries, by virtue of. offices, which did not 
tranfmit them to their heirs, aqd of t;he opulence 
which enabled them to keep up all the tnjignia^ arms, 
chapel, livery, fief, &c. Their opulence difappeared ; 
it was fucceeded by circuraftances tolerably eafy ; and 
Roland had the profpedt of ending his days oh the 
only eftate which remained in the family, and whrch 
ftill belongs to his elder, brother. He thought he 
had a right, by his labours, to infure to his de- 
fcendants an advantage which his anceftors had 
enjoyed, and which he would have difdained to 
buy. He accordingly fet forth his claims, in order 
to obtain either the acknowledgment of his nobility, 
or letters patent of creation. That was at the be- 
ginning of 1784; nor do I conceive any man at 
that period, and in his fituation, would have thought 
it unworthy of his wifdom to do the fame thing. I 
.• VOL. II, , a N came 



came to Paris, and and foon kvf that the ftcK^r fu- 
perintendants of trade, jealous of his long experi- 
ence in a branch of adminiftration wbich he under- 
ftood better than they, and adveffe to his opinions 
concerning* the freeflom of commerce^ of which he 
was extremely tenacious, m giving him the recjuefted 
'Certificates of his important fervices, which they 
could not refufe, did not lay that ftrefs upon thcih 
that was likely to infure his fuccefs. We therefore 
deemed it proper to let the matter fleep for a while, 
and made no further attempts- It was then that, be- 
coming acquainted with the changes of which I have 
fpoken in the curious article of Lazofki, I demanded 
and obtained Roland's removal to Lyon«, which 
trought him nearer home, and feated him in the midft 
of his family^ where I knew it had been his wifli, 
fome time or other, to retire. Patriots of ibe pre- 
fent day, you who flood in need of a revolution to 
give you confequence, bring forward your good works, 
^nd, if you dare, compare them with his ! 

Thirteen years paft in different places, irt con- 
tinual fludyV and in an intercourfe with a variety of 
pcrfons — years, the latter of which fo clofely con- 
nefted with the hiftory of the times — would fumifli 
the fourth, and mofl interefling, feftion of my Me- 
moirs. The detached pieces which will be found 
in the Portraits and Anecdotes^ mufl ferve inflead of* 
it. — I am no longer able to hold the pen in the midfl 
of the horrors that tear my country to pieces : I can- 

not 
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xiot Kve among its Tuins ; but chufe rather to bwy 
myfelf beneath th^m. Nature, take rae into thy 
bofom! • • 

At thirty-nme y^ars of age* 



DETACHED NOTES. 

W fate had allowed me to live, ! believe I fliouldt 
have been ambitious of only one thing; and that 
would have been to write the Annals of the prefent 
Age^ and to become the Macaulay of my country* 
I have conceived, in my prifon, a real fondnefs fox 
Tacitus y and cannot go to deep till I have read a 
part erf hjs work. It feems to melhat we fee thiogs 
in the fame light, and that in time, and* with a fub- 
jeft equally rich, it would not have been impoffible 
for nve to imi|are his ftyle. 

I AM very forry to have loft with my Hiftorical 
Memoirs, an anfwer I wrote to Garat, on the 6ih of 
June* Charged with my remonftrances againft my 
confinement, he had written me a haridfome letter of 
four pages, in which he expreffed his efteem, his for- 
raw, &c. At the fame time he entered into a dif- 
cuffion of public affairs, and fought to impute the ru- 
in of the twenty-two to themfelves, as if tliey had: 
aQ:ed, and fpoken in the Aflembfy, in a way that ac- 
corded^ 
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corded ill with the intereft of the. republic, I an- 
fwered Garat with good reafons, expreffed in a man- 
ner that makes me ^-cgret the lofs of them ; I repre- 
fented his condud as the confequence of that iveak- 
nefs^ to which I attribute our misfortunes, a weak- 
nefs common to a timid majority, who wqf e obedient 
only to the impulfe of fear ; and I demonftrated,' 
that both he and Barrere were fit for nothing but to 
ruin all the ftates in the world, by the obliquity of 
their proceedings. I have never been able to digeft 
the filly declamations of a flock of buzzards, againft 
what they called the pajftom of the right Jide. Men 
of integrity, fteady to their principles, and full of 
indignation againft guilt, exerted their powerful elo- 
quence againft the perverfity oiF a few villains, and the 
atrocious meafures they diftated j and thefe eunuchs 
in politics reproached them with fpeaking with too 
much warmth ! 

Roland's retiring from the miniftry, very (hortl^y 
after he had faid he would defy the ftorm, has been 
imputed as a crime. People do not perceive it was 
neceflary for him to make known his refolution, in 
order to keep up the fpirits of the weak, and that in 
this manner he encouraged them on the fixth of 
January : but the fentence of Louis XVI. pronounced 
on the 1 8th, Ihewing the weaknefs of the fober party, 
and the fall of their power in the Convention, he had 
no longer any fupport to hope for, nor aiiy thing to 
do but tQ retire, in order that he might not ihare the 

difgrace 
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difgrace of other people's blunders. C^tainly Roland 
abhorred tyranny, and believed Louis guilty ; bui; he 
wifhed to fee liberty fixed on firm foundations, and 
thought all was loft, when he faw that wrong-headed 
men had gained the afcendance. He is too well juftified 
in regard to thofe who are now about to be led to the 
block ! As to every thing elfe, it appears to me I have 
been fufficiently explicit in the narrative entitled, 
Roland^s Second Adminijlration. His going out of 
office was the fignal of difcgnifiiure ; and that he fore- 
faw. 

My poor Agatha ! fhe has left her cloifter ; but flie 
is ftill the fame gentle dove, and weeps for her daugh- 
ter ; for that is the name by which fhe diftinguilhes 
me. I fhould have had a great number of perfons to 
introduce into my hiftory by way of epilbde : my 
worthy coufin Defportes, who died at fifty years of 
age, letter ^periencing much vexation j my little 
coufin Trude, who has retired into the country, and 
is now fuing for a divorce ; our old maid, whole 
name was Mignonne, and who died at my father^s 
houle : ' Mademoifejile,* faid fhe, while expiring with 
refignation in my arms, *I never afked any thing 
from heaven but to die inyour fervice : I amfiitisfied/ 
—And then that fad connexion of my unfortunate 
father with the profligate Leveilly, for. the fate of 
whofe daughter I felt myfelf concerned. 1 made her 
theobjefl: of my bounty, her youth, her vivacity, and 
feme fhare of accomplifliments, exciting compaffion ; 

but 
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butfte debafed berfelf; and having loft all fliame,, 
obliged me in nffter times to forbid her my prefeace, 
vhile I continued to receive her brothers, and to xexi'^ 
der them every fervice in nly power. 
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A 

COLLECTION of' LETTERS, 

Addrejfed by Madam Roland Uthe Editor, 

At, that time Secretary to the Intendant General of the 
PoJi^Office''. 



MY DEAR FRIEND ! 

I HAVE received a letter from M. Goffe, which, 
I think, you will be pleafed to perufe^ and have there- 
fore fent it to you inclofed. You will learn from it 
th« way in which^the combined forces of France, Sa- 
voy and Berne behaved when they took poffeffion of 
Geneva. 

I DO not know whether you will agree with me; 
but I think that the poor Genevefe could not poffibly 

* I faid in the aSvertifemcnt prefixed to Part |, that I (hould 
fubjoin thefe letters to the foregoing writings of Madam Roland^ 
though feeming, at the firft view, to be only inter efting to bur friend- 
ship, becaufe I confi4ered them as a neceflary fupplement to her pri- 
vate memoirs, and as a ftandard that would ferve to afcertain the 
merit of that honorable victim of the late tyranny. I .am forry to 
fee fuch a confiderable hiatus ; for it is in the efFufions of a regulaif 
and unafFe(5lcd correfpondence that the whole heart is feen, and xkt 
incUnations, opinions, and acquirements exhibit themfelves in their 
true fliape ; but what remains will fuffice, I believe, to make the 
'Writer known, and to ferre as a fpecimen of the eafe of her epiftolary 
Ayle. 

have 
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have managed worfe : one^i^ould take them for a com- 
pany of blind men, committed with their own con- 
fent to the guidance of a few traitors, who betrayed 
them, and whofe manoeuvres were evident. I was 
out of all patience, I know not how often, in reading 
It, and the very idea, (till makes my blood boil in my 
veins. I pity from the bottom of my foul, thofewho 
could not diftinguifh which was the wifeft way of pro- 
ceeding, or rather, who had not influence enough to 
get it adopted ; but it appears clear to me that Ge- 
neva, in general, was no longer worthy of liberty— we 
fee nothing like the energy it would have required to 
defend fo dear a property, or to die beneath its ruins. 
I have only the greater hatred for its opprefTors, whofe 
infeftious neighbourhood had corrupted the republic 
before they came to put an end to it^ exiftence. 

GossE tells me, the friend who was with him at Pa- 
ris is of the ariftocratic party ; and that he has refufed 
to hold any i^tercourfe with him fmce the overthrow 
. of liberty, left the oppofite tempers of mind they are 
in fhouW produce a difagreeable altercation. I would 
have laid a wager it would have taken place — l^ is a 
certain^ M. Coladon, whom I ufed to call Celadon, 
whdfe only merit is that of being a pretty fellow, and 
whofe fervile air, and fuppje'demeanor, befpoke a flave 
at firft fight. I would not give a cripple, of the fame 
caft as Goffe, for a hundred of him. 

Virtue, and liberty, have no longer any afylun^' 
unlefs in the heart of a fmall number of honeft tncn : 
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a fig for the reft, and for all the thrones in the world! 
I would tell a fovereign fo to his face — ^from a woman 
it would only be laughed at ; but, by my foul, if I 
had been at Geneva, I would have died before they 
fhould have laughed at me. 

February 9, 1783. 

I WILL not fay, with the woman in the old ftory*. 
W/jy^ I chufeta be beaten^ I tell you! That jvould not 
be at all to my taftej But I muft let you know that 
the word loup t, which appears to you fo terrible, is a 
term of endearment, a charming little name, which I 
have borne, not from time immemorial, but from the 
day after a certain foiirth of February, which took 
place three years ago. I know nbt why nor wherefore, 
but my name in fhort it is, and I am called Z?;// by 
fomebody, as perhaps you may be called my lovely 
creature^ by fonie fair lady, whom, like me, you do 
not care to mention. After that, judge of people by 
their words ! Should we not be as much in the right 
to doubt their fignification, as Berkeley was to doubt 
the exiftence of bodies ? But you have fomething bet- 
ter'to do than to liften to ftories, and I than to write 
them. 

Yesterday's quiet evening has no doubt fet you to 
rights again. — I have paffed the day in working vharder 

* In the Medecln malgre lui of Molicre.— TV^/i/'. 
t A wolf. 

VOL. n. 20. than 
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thai! I have done for a great tirhae. Health and 
pleafure attend you 1 

MftFch 20. 

YOU are a good <n-eatirre, and defer^ng^ every 
lx)dy's love. Your letter is full of fenfibHity and rea- 
fon; and is calculated to make you friends among 
worthy people, who fiiould know nothing of you be- 
fides. Good inclinations, prudent projects, juft and 
natural fentimettts ; thefe are the materials of happi- 
nefs : you poffefs them j and no doubt the event will 
do juftice to your claims, and give accomplifliment to 
the wiflies of thofe by whom you are beloved. Among 
them we (hall never be the hindmoft. 

I HAVE ho doubt that a fet of inftruftions, with the 
icffons in qucftion, would fufBce to carry you any 
length you pkafe ; nor fhouU I alk more if I had 
leifure ; but I ftandin need of a mafter to fix an hour 
for that kind of ftudy, and my mafter is not punftual 
to his time^ he isbefidesa mere machine, with whom 
It is impoffible to reafon, and who can only move his 
fingers in ordet to fhew what is to be done. I lofe all 
patience, and make but little progrefs. I cannot even 
play the mufic you fdefted for n^, which^isin general 
eafy ; but the fimpleton likes better to make me ftudy 
what he is mafter of himfelf, and I am obliged to fub- 
mit, that my time and my money may not be altogether 
thrown away. 

I BELIEVE the people who are afraid left the fine pro- 
jefl: for a reform in the adminiftration of juftice Aould 

' . fall 



fall to th^'ground, have great realbns fcM- their fears ^. 
it would be a very fmgular phenomenon* 

AiiiEU ! — ^We are. yours inaU truth and friendflbupi^ 

April 5'-- 

It is a nofturnal greeting I fend you, this time. . It 
i&. half paft eight, and the moment of a country fupw 
per cannot be far off; but I can always find time tcx 
devote to your fervice. Do not imagine, however, I 
am going to tire you to death with an endtefs epiftler. 
you have no time to lofe, and I will not fpend mine in \ 
a way burdenfome to any body^ much lefs to my, 
friends. This principle being eftablifhed, nothing re- 
mains but to come to the point \. and that is what I 
■would' ftill. avoid doing to the end of the fourth page 
by way of teafingjo^^ andartiufing myfilf^ if it were nc^ 
right for Xuch fancies to give way tb reafon. — The 
fervice of this Dame Reafon is by no means an eafy 
one.— ^Whatever truth there may be in my reflexion,... 
which you will take^for the TVhim- of the moment,../ 
you muft know that Monfieur Maille, haberdafher df 
bard- wares, in the Rue des. Lombards ^ deals in that 
femous dogs*-grafs^/w\iKh has fo much puzzled the 
doQiors, yourfelf not excepted— the dogs*-grafs ufed 
by bruih^makers,. which. I, poor ignorant woman,, 
often make ufe of without entering into an analyfis^^of 
its nature. But there muft be food fuited to every 
ftomach ; and people are fo accuftomed to look for 
fclence in dictionaries, that it> would occafion a. terri* 

ble 
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blc outcry indeed, if none were to be put into a work 
of this kind, in which by the way, there is now and 
then a want of it. , Be good enough, then, to call on 
Monfieur Maille, and, like a philofopher who knows 
how to extraft information out of every thing, for 
once let a ihoprkeeper inftruft you- You will aft 
him whence he procures that commodity, what he 
thinks of its nature, and of the prepaiation it may have 
undergone, &c. &c. It is not neceffary to teach you 
your leffon ; for you certainly are not one of thofe, 
who, as the poet Sadi fays, know not even how to 
inquire. — Iri faying this, I do not intend to pay you a 
compliment ; but to exprefs a truth which flows fpon- 
taneoufly from my pen. 

I BELIEVE .it is now two or three long daysfince we 
have been favoured with any thing from you in the 
ihape of a letter. We fhould be glad to know 
whether you have received The Peat-digger^ s Art : the 
defire of the author muft have been ill complied with, 
if the work was not delivered to you on Wednefday 
lafl : you were the firft perfon to whom it was dif- 
patched. 

We have been very bufy thefe two days in digging, 
hoeing, and fowing our little garden. We mean to fill 
it with flowers, not with pretty ones according to the 
general idea, but withfuch as are interefl.ing in the 
eyes of the botanifl:. We are doing great things, I 
aflure you ! . 

Adieu ! — It is a great deal later than I imagined. 

April 
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April 14. 



IS It not enough to leave the poor women diTcon- . 
folate, wirhput fending them to the devil into the 
bargain ? Young man, you are not tolerant ; but as 
there is fomething laughable in your malice, it is 
forgiven you, and we only infer, that you would 
rather come in the way of all the prickly hollies ill 
the univerfe, than in that of Madai^ Maille. After 
this, very poffibly, your friends may beg you to 
wander about the fields and bufhes for information, 
but nothing more. ITiey find, hdwever, your difiir- 
terefiednefs much to their advantage ; and while 
that is the motive of your conduft, have the greater 
reafon to dejiend on your perfeverance. '* 

iTouR giving me a defcription of your laborious ' 
life anfwers very Kttle purpofe : I do not pity you 
at all. In my opinion, to fee bufy is to be half- 
way towards happinefs, efpecially when it is a mean 
of preferving our liberty : for when once we can 
get rid of the empire of habit, we are little expofed 
to that of love. Flutter then, at yo\ir eafe, about 
the woods and fhrubberies, like a coquetifh fparrow, 
yet a ftranger to flavery : it may be long avoided by 
fuch a way of life, and the mind will gain pr9por- 
tiqnable ftrength. I only picy you for not being able 
to divert youffelf thefe enfuirig holydays, and fhall 
think of you every time we go to take our walk, in 
which you will be our ideal companion. 

April 
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April I-7V 



YOU are fed, and we are quite afflicted at itt 
Nobody^ moft certainly,, can better conceive how 
much reafon, with your delicate way of thinking, 
you mud i)ave to be fo*. It is^ painful to fee the feeds 
of malevolence, or of any thing like it, growing 
in the heart&of thofe about us ;, and a generous mind 
regrets it the more, wiien it is owing^ to feme external 
advantage^ It would be eafier for fuch- a man to fet 
himfelf above pofitive injuftice, than to overcome 
the vexation of affliding the perfons around him, by 
any fuperiority not intrinfically his own^. That very 
difpofition, however, ought to procure him his par- 
don for many advantages^ and, indeed, it feldonh 
happens, the felf-love of rivals and competitor^ is 
much hurt by thofe of which the pofleffor does not 
avail himfelf in an overbearing manner. That kind 
of difcontent that many perfons feel at the promotion 
of- a fortunate individual,^is, befides,^ one of the 
evils attendant on fociety j and in thefe cafes, a man. 
muft rcfolve to bear what he cannot avoid. 

.Oyg. friend has written you a letter to-day, which 
will bo delivered by Monfieur de Vin, whofe de- 
parture for Paris is fixed for this evening. He 
is an excellent man, of a truly honeft and feeling 
heart, whofe friends reproach him writh nothing 
but indolence, which prevents his (hewing what he 
is worth, and availing himfelf of his talents. But 
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1 could willingly reproach him with talking too 
much on newfpaper policies, which tire me to 
death, and keeping to himfelf all he knows on the 
ielles-lettres^ of which I am fo fond : but every one 
mud follow his inclinations. I am glad you have all 
thofe of a found mind, and all that can fatisfy an active 
difpofition. It is having materials for happinefs, and 
arms againft melancholy^ from which the indolent 
cannot deliver thenifelves with equal advantagei 

April 23. 

YOU have too much foul for any one to repf oach 
you with having fenfes ; it would at leaft be an abfur- 
dity. It is extremely natural at five- and- twenty to 
forget Ariftotle, for the fake of a pair of fine eyes ; 
and it would be very ftrange, if, at a female tribunal, 
you were not held pardonable for fuch an oflFence. I 
am well content likewife, to make up all our other 
quarrels. 

I COULD not help fmiling at your earneft defire to 
fee M. de Vin- Your aftive friendfliip meafures that 
of other people by itfelf ; but the worthy M. de Vin 
is the laft man in the world to perceive all thok little 
things which intereft you, becaufe your heart fets a 
value upon .them ; nor do I doubt but you would 
learn more from our brief correfpondence, than he 
would by vifiting us day after day. I fhould not be 
aftonilhed if he weVe to pafs three weeks at Paris 

without 
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vithout feeing you, although lie really defires it; for 
h6 is a man likely to fpend one half of his life in plan- 
ning the very contrary of what he will execute in the 
other: a kind jioneft-hearted creature notwithftand- 
ing, and well calculated to make -a fenfible woman 
happy. 

Your maidens of Poitou do not at all refemble our 
young ladies of Amiens. The latter have nil the af- 
furance of a woman with whom baflifulnefs has long 
been out of the queftion ; talk quite as loud in com- 
pany J game as foon'as they are in their teens ; and at 
that early time of life, play off all the airs and graces 
of damfels hackneyed in the ways of the world. It 
is truly farcical ; but. there are luckily a few remark- 
able exceptions. 

I WOULD almofl: lay a wager that you are an adept 
at ninepins. We have already played fome famous 
matches with my daughter; but. the little fimpleton 
throws the bowl on one fide : in fober fadnefs, if ihe 
. never takes better aim, {ht will be a poor creature ; but 
patience is nec^ffary for every thing ; as you have oc- 
cafiopL for it to bear ftudy, confinement, and the rain 
when it overtakes you in the fields. But God be 
praifedt! fince you ftill have time left to fay a few words 
on the fubjeft of fnendfhip, and an inclination 
to retain that fentimeht, in fpite of the roguifli 
tricks of the, ijrchin who gives you fuch mental ab- 
fences, when you are in company with the Abbe's 
fitter. ^ • ' • ' 

% ADiEy! 
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AniEtJ I— Wc good foiks^ who -have made the voy- 
age of Cithera, love you .with ail our hearts, and with- 
out partaking of your'abfence of mind. 



April ^j. « 

' YOU ar« an excellent man, and we greet you moft 
heartily. Your fenfibilicy, and your goodnffs of 
heart, difcover themfelves without your* endeavour- 
ing to (hew them, in a manner highly gratifying to 
your friends, and well ncakulated to infure you their 
lading affeftten. Defead M. Se Vin as much z^yca 
pleafe : you will give us great pleafure, as you would 
do him a great deal of good, if k were poffible for 
you to infpire him with a^ivity like your own : it k 
energy that it wanting to his happinefs, as ™ 11 as to 
his mind : be is fenfibleof it and perhaps would ac- 
quire more, if he were always with people whofe fenfi- 
bility might ferve as a Jiimulus to his own. 

I FANCY you would like thofe to whom he belongs 
exceedingly. It may be faid his family are worthy peo- 
ple, inifcefuU force of the term. 

I WISH you a Eudora, becaufe you are formed to 
enjoy the fimple pleafures which fhe affords«is, and 
which we hope (he will fome day or other more 
widely diffufe. For our fakes, I wifli fhe may be 
fuch, that a man like you may reafon in che fame 
way eighteen years hence. I Ihould then be'almoft 
xtdLdy to hy NuTicdimiftis. 

\ VOJL. IX. 3 P V ApiEU! 
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Adieu !— May your health be equal to our friend. 
4iip. 

May J. 

"WE received your laft letter yefterday with much 
pleafure : this indesmificatioa for the abfenoe of our 
frieqds is a great fatisfa£lion. 

Are you indebted for the recovery of yow liberty 
in the evening to a decreafe of ofEcial bufmefs, or 
to the kindnefs of one of your colleagues ? The latter 
caufe would be th^ mor^s agreeable, « well as die 
»more lading. 

Thakks to jour information, we know what to 
>thidk of the tranflation of AriftOtle. However ellima- 
ble the work may be, the prefent edition is above our 
.purchafe^ we have no occafion for the Greek text, 
and can do very well without a cumberfome quarto. 
We (hall therefore wait fpr a modeft odavo wichout the 
text, which will probably be publifhed hereafter, and 
which will fuit us a great deal better^ I am very glad 
to hear you fay fo much in favour of the herbal in 
queftioB : we (hall place that work among thofe of the 
pleafini^ fcience {o' which it relates, and which will be 
one of our deareft , recreations when we Ihall have 
aflumed the patriarchal llyie permanently. 
' I ACCEPT your happy augury concerning my little 
Eudora ; nor fhall it be any fault of mine if the 
event do not convert it into a prophecy. I enjoy at 

leaft 
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leaft every moment of the prefent time by afluring^ 
myfelf that fhe is in pofleffion of all the health and 
all the happinefs that belong- to her time of life: I 
have occafion for thi^ conviftioh, in 6rcler to congra- 
tulate myfelf on her exiftence ; and I have occafion 
for it alfo to aflift Ae in fupporting the lofs of her, in 
cafe I fhould meet with fuch a misfortune* My health 
does not improve very faft* Our friend will almoft 
tell you that I am no Iqpger worth looking at, and 
that I am withering on my ftalk* He is alarmed at 
my unpleafant feelings, as I am at his growing thin.. 
In this way do we make one another uneafy. Con* 
itnty and permiffion to eat ftrawberries, which Lin- 
naeus deems fo falubrious, and which, without being 
of a wonderful quality iji this country, are here, as. 
well as every where elfe, in my opinion, the moft 
agreeable fruits, becaufe they pleafe the fmell and the 
taile alike ; an advantage that many others cannot 
boaft of *» 
It feems to me that you were obliged to fhut youR 

eyes while confulting the Abbe, But tell me Dck 

thofe of his fifter make war on you in good earne^ft ? 
Have a care of the winged boy, who ftrikes and ef- 
capes like an afTailin ! Adieu !— ^Health and joy attend 
you. 

♦ Something it wanting to complete ihis fcntcocee 

Way 
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May ij. 



THERE was fo much agreeable chit-chat in your 
laft, that I could not help thinking we had you fitting 
by our fide*' I admire you for placing to the account 
of coldnefs what would feem to be the fruit of wif- 
dom ; for furely it is the highcfl property of it to fee 
no more than what is vifible, and to keep reality clear 
of all illufions : the circumfhince that carried you to 
that height fignifies little — ^fo much the better, if, in 
order to reach it, you had no otcafion for efforts and 
trials: your mind has received no fhock, and your 
energy has not,l)een wafted. Whatever courfe we 
purfue, we may go a great length, providea imagina- 
tion does not gome acrofs our way, but remain fubor- 
dinate to reafon. 

M. i)£ ViN told us fomething about the parliamen- 
tary fatircs. It muft be coiifeffed that Paris . is a cu- 
rious place: puns and pamphlets are there the refult 
or the caufe of themoft ferious affairs ; and good and 
evil are turned into ridicule alike, as fome kind of 
confolation for the exifteiice of the one, and the im- 
poflibility of the other- 

You would no longer then make one in a game at 
prifon-bars ? But if a Sophy were to be the prize of 
contention in the race, could you not find legs as 
good as thofe ' of Emile ? I am not at all forry for 
the rain which made you leave off" botanizing, and 
take up your pen j but 1 wifli you would avail your- 

felf 
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felf of the prcfent fine weaifaer, and fct off on another 
excurfion. It is 'in my opinion one of the moft 
charmiikg occupations poiBble : it calls forth the ac- 
tivity of youth ; favours the reveries of the penfive 
mind ; enables us to enjoy all the pleafures of the 
country, and all tifc agreeable ideas it infjfires ; and 
affords gratification alike to tender melancholy, and ' 
to fportive gaiety. We ftroUed yefterday along the 
ditches of the city, and found a few plants ; but I am . 
as yet fo unfkilful ; 1 have fo little time to rub away 
the ruft of ignorance ; and the neceffity of confulting 
books which are not port.able, and which I have little 
leifure to turn over at home, occurs fq often, that I 
Ihould be out of all patience if my tafte for the ftudy 
did npt overcome the difgufl occaiioned by my m^ 
takes. - ^ 

Sailly, ntfar Corbie. 

I DO not know what is the diy of the month : all I 
can tell you is, that we arein the n^pnth of Juae, that 
yefterday was a holyday, and that, according to our 
reckoning here, it is thre6 o'clock in the afternoon. 
On Sunday I had a vifit from my good juan, who left 
me again yefterday evening* I pafled a very bad 
night, and wa$ fo ill this morning, that I could not 
write to you, although it was very much my intention, 
I do not give you this fucceffio'n of events asnecefla- 
rily refulting from one another ; but I relate things 
fairly and honeftly as they are. Your letters were 

commu- 



communicated ta me, becaufe we number the re- 
ceipt of them among our enjoyments, and becaufe we 
cannot tafte any pleafure without fharing it between usu^ 
I have nothing to %nd you in return for your news r 
I do not trouble my head about politics ; I am no 
longer in the way of picking up anif of another kiad, 
and can only entertain you with an account of the 
dogs that wake me, of the birds that confole me for 
not being able to get to fleep again, of the cherry-trees 
that are oppofite my windows, and of the heifers that 
graze before the door,. 

I RESIDE under the roof of a woman, whomr the 
want of fome, cbjed on which I might fix my aflPec- 
tions, made me diftinguifh, when, at eleven year$ of 
age, I was in a convent, with forty other girls> wha 
tnought of nolhing but romping, to difpel the gloom 
of the cloifter. I was devout, like Madam Guyonia 
days of yore ; I attached myfelf to a companion, wha 
was a little myftical a}^ ; and our friendihip was fed 
by the fame fenfibility that made us love God Al- 
mighty to diftraftion. That companion, after het 
return to her own country, made me acquainted with 
M. Roland, by intrufting him. with the delivery of 
her letters. Judge whether what has followed ought 
not to make me love and cherifh the accidental caufe 
which gave it birth. . 

This friend, in fhort, is lately married; and 
I bad fome (hare in inducing her fo to do. I am 
now vifiting hei: in the country, wliich I have 

often 
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often represented to her as the abode befl: fmtei 
to a virtuoiis mitiA I walk over her eftate j I count her 
poultry ; we gather the fruit her garden produces 5 
and are of opinion that all this is well worth the 
gravity with which fafliionable folks fit round the 
card-table; the irnportant bufinefs of dnrffing, in 
whicli it is neceffary to pafs half the (fay, in order' 
to fpend the reft fti tirefome company ; the prittle- 
prattle of Jietit-maitres, ice. &c. But not^yithftanding 
all this, I feel a longing defire to return to' Amiens, 
ibecaufe only one half of me is here ; my^ friend for- 
gives me, becauTe 'her hufband being abfent, flie is 
the better able to judge of my privations by her own; 
and Although we find it very comfortable to^ condole 
with one another, we are perfectly of opinion, that 
to be at a diftance from the dovecot, or to be there 
alone, is a very miferable thing. I am, neverthelefs, 
to pafs the whole of next week here t I do not know 
whether my health will be as much benefited by it, as 
* my good man was inclined to hope. I have, how- 
ever, laid all ftudy afide for thefe three days, with- 
out feeling yet any wonderful advantage. • I was 
pretty well facisfied with the looks of our friend : I 
dread his clofet, sis I dread fire; and the week I 
have yet to pafs here, feems an eternity, on account 
of the mifchief he may do himfelf in the mean time. 

Must I not have great confifleiwre in your indul- 
gence, to entertain yoU with fuch ruftic prate ? I 
cxpeft you, however, not to be obliged to me for 

it. 



ft, but to take it as an a^ of friendfliip perfeftly fin- 
cere, and. perfeflly free from vawty. ^I am very 
heavy ; and notwichftanding my tafte for every thing 
about me, my fondnefs for rural details, and thofe 
foft emotions whicli the fight of nature in her fimpfe 
ftate nev^ fails to excite in my bofom, I feel my fa- 
culties benumbed, and' my mind in a ilate of ftupe- 
fa£Hon* 

I HAn^E brought plants home with me from all 
my walks; and have found out what feveral of 
them are: the reft got dry before Murray couli 
help me to form a judgment of them. In the mean 
time day fucceeds to day, without reftoring me 
my animation. Women, however, are as changeable 
m their phyfical temperature, as the air they breathe : 
I write according to the impulfe of the moment; 
and it is not impof&ble that this letter would have 
been lively and gay, if I had poftponed it till to-mor* 
low. 

FARjEijvELL, and remember your friends. I in- • 
dude a friend of mine in the number, becaufe all 
our affedions are in common, and becaufe you are 
.one of the objeds on which we have the greateft 
pleafure in fixing them. 

Amieqs, July 29. 

IT is enough that you lay down your arms.: I 
do not require you to give them up: I will not 

fuffer 
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fufFer any one to impofe laws upon me ; nor do I 
wifh to domineer. You were not miftaken as tb 
the pretenfions of your fex, I will even fay as to 
their rights ; but yoii were much miftaken in the way 
you took to defend them. Neither did you lay them 
open to my attacks ; for it is not my intention to at- 
tack any one of them : you forgot the modej that was 
all. AAThat elfe is the deference, the refpedt paid by 
your fax tb mine, bat the indulgence fhewn by power- 
ful magnanimity to the weak whom it protefts, and tb 
whom it does honour at the fame time ? When you 
aflume the tone of a matter, you make us immediately 
think that we are able to refift you, and perhaps to do 
more, nocwithftanding all your ftrength. (The in- 
vulilerable Achilles was not invulnerable every where.) 
Do you pay us homage ? It is Alexander treating hfs 
prifoners, who are not ignorant of their dependence, 
with the refpe£k due to queens. In this fingle parti- 
cular, perhaps, our civilization goes hand in hand 
with nature: the laws place us in a ftate of almoft 
conftatnt fubjeftion ; while cuftom grants us all the 
little honours of fociety : we are nothing in effeft j in 
appearance we are every thing. 

Do not then any longer imagine that I form a faUe 
eftimate of what we have a. right to require, or of 
what it becomes you to claim. 1 believe^ I wilt not 
^ more than any woman, but as much as any man, 
in the fupetiority of your fex. In the firft place you 
VOL. 'IX. 3 Q^ have 
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have ftrength, with all the advantages that belong to 
it, arid all that it confers j courage, perfeverance, ex- 
tenfive views, and great talents : it belongs to you to 
make political laws, as well as fcientific difcoveries. 
Govern the world j change the furface of the globe ; 
be magnanimous, terrible, fkilfiri, and learned : you 
are all this without our afliftance ; and this, no doubt, 
makes yo.u our mafters. But without us you would 
be neither virtuous, nor kind, nor amiable, nor happy : 
keep then to yourfelves glory and authority of eveiy 
kind ; we neither have nor defire any empire but over 
manners, nor any throne but in your hearts. Further 
than this I (hall never extend my claims. I am' fome- 
times forry to fee women contend with you for cer- 
tain privileges which become them fo ill : there is not 
one of thofe privileges, even to the title of author, 
that does not feem to me ridiculous in female hands. 
Great as their powers may be in certain refpefts, it 
is hot to the public that their talents or their know- 
ledge ought to be exhibited. 

To make a fmgle perfon happy, and to bind a num- 
ber together by the charms of friendfhip, and by 
winning ways, is, in my mind, the moft enviable def- 
tiny that can be conceived. Let us have no more 
contention ; no more war : let us live in peace. Only 
recolleft, .that to keep the high ground you ftand 
upon, in relation to womankind, you muft be cautious 
of making them feel your fuperiority. The waAh 
which i have eiigaged you for the fake of amufement, 

and 
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and T?ith all the freedom of an old acquaintanee, 
would be carried on in a more ferious manner by an 
artful coquet ; nor would you leave the field withoot 
a wound. Proteft always, that you may only fub^ 
mit when you pleafe ; that k the fecret of your fexr 
But what a pretty fimpkton am I to be telling you 
this, and all the reft of it, which you kriow fo much 
better than I do ! You wiftied to make me prattle j, 
well I we are even. Adieu I 

May 23, 1784^ 

T CHARGE yoa vrth a commiffion, which you: 
wjU naturally fuppofe to be an aft of charity, that re-^ 
quire&-your co-operation. The matter in queftion is, 
to take the inclofed ticket to the Moni-de-PiStSy to pay*" 
the needful, and to take out the effeds : you will after- 
wards put the {j^ effeds into the parcehvith our books 
and othet things, fo that they may be delivered with-p 
out farther expence. 

Youft going to take petticoats out of the Monhde^ 
P/^^<? is an excellent joke ; but, all joking apart, you. 
feem to be come to a critical moment, and to be much 
occupied in taking a final refolucion. It is an age fince 
you wrote to us j and I am going to fend to the poft* 
oflSce before I clofe my letter, to fee if you have as 
vet given any figns of life.- 

* A public eftablifhnwnt at Paris, which. lenA moDG^'upoa'. 
pledges at very low intercft.-— Tr^w/I 

OUR^ 
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Our friend is in an indifferent ftatc of health, by 
no means a pleafant one : a fwellcd face, a pain in his 
limbs, lUvering fits ; mere trifles, in fliort. Eudora is 
well ; but has not recovered the brilliant complexion 
of pcrfeft health. Have you heard any thing lately 
of our friend Lanthenas ? I know he has been in the 
country fome time. Adieu ! — ^Ere this you will have 
received our little matters. Our. beft wiflies attend 
you. 

June 7. 

It is long, my worthy friend, fmce I had the plea- 
fure of converfmg with you through the medium of 
the poft ; but I have fo much to do, and fo much reft 
to take,,thatlbegin a thoufand things without finiih- 
ing one. The days paflfed ^ Crefpy were completely 
filled up by friendfhip, in the firft place, and after- 
ward by vifiting, and excurfions in the country. Of 
our fexcurfions, that to ErmenonvilFe was not the leaft 
interefting : much taken up with you, and ^IM^ the 
things to be feen, we enjoyed.^the latter, while regret- 
ting the want of your company* The place in itfelf, 
the valley in which Ermenonville is fituated, is the 
moft miferable thing in thje world ; fand on the high 
grounds, a morafs below ; black and muddy water ; 
no profpeft } not a fingle view from the fields of any 
thing like a rich and cultivated country j woods on 
which you are in a manner buried, and low marfhy 

i.iieadows : 
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meadows : fuch is the nature of the place. But art 
has conduced, diftributed, and confined the water, 
j and cut avenues through the woods, and from both' 
there refult a melancholy and affefting fcene, pleaf- 
ing points of view, and parts highly pifturefque. 
The ifland df poplars, in the midft of a noble 
piece of water, furrounded with trees, is tha- mod 
agreeable . and moft interefting fpot In all Ermen- 
onvllle, independently even of the ob]e£t that has 
fo much attradion for feeling hearts and penfive 
minds. The entrance into the wood, the manner 
in which ths caftle offers itfelf to the eye, and the 
laying oat of the water in front of it, compofe the 
next piece of fcenery by which I was mdft forcibly 
ftruck. I was.pleafed to find infcriptions engraved on 
ftones fcattered here and there; but the ruins, and 
edifices ereded in a variety of places, have, in ge- 
neral, the xiefedl, with, which I reproach alrhoft all 
thofe imitations in the Englilh gardens : it is that of 
being conftrufted on too fmall a fcale, by which 
means the illufion is deftroyed, and they produce an 
eff'eftthat borders on the. ridiculous. Ermenonville, 
in fhort, does not difplay Uiofe iplendid beauties that 
aftonifti the traveller ; but I think it muft pleafe the 
inhabitant who frequents, it every day. If jfean-Ja" 
ques however had not given it celebrity, I doubt whe- 
ther any one would have gone out of his way to pay 
ita vifit. We werit into the matter's room, which is , 
no longer inhabited, and in which Rouffeau muft 

have 
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have been very badly lodged, or rather buried alive, 
without either air or profpeft. He is now more hand- 
fomely accommodated than he ever was while in ex- 
iftence* He was not fit to live in this unworthy 
world. 

It would be a tedious ftory if I were to tell you 
all I have experienced from my leaving Paris to my 
arrival here. Poor Eudora did not remember her 
afflicted mother, who expeded to be forgotten, and 
who wept neverthelefs like a child on finding it the 
cafe. Alas ! faid I to myfelf, I am like the mothers 
who do not fuckle their children.. I have deferved, 
however, more than they, and yet I am no better 
off. The fufpenfion of the habit of feeing me, has 
broken that of affeftion, by which this little crea- 

ture was attached to me ..Whenever 1 think of it, 

my heart is ready to burft. My child, however, ha& 
refumed her cuftomary manners, aivi car^ffcs me as- 
before ; but I dare no longer believe in the fentiment, 
from which thofe careffes derived their value. I wife 
ihe were dill in want of milk, and that I had milk 
to give her. 

Do you, whom we count among the deareft of our 
friends, remember thofe whom you are no longer in 
the habit of feeing? Adieu ! — ^I mufl: conclude : we 
falute you affedtionatcly. 

June 9. 

I HAVE this moment received your kind epiftle,. 

the 
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the letters-patent, and the accompaniment. It was. 
already my intention to write to you ; thefe matters 
add to what I had to fay ; and I know i>o longer where 
to begin. Qur friend receives proof-flieets ; we have 
abundance of letters to anfwer, and to write ; I did 
not rife till near ten o'clock, becaufe I had paffed a 
bad night ; our good brother^ Lanthcnas i^ (rome y and 
M. Roland's fuccefTor is here to receive his inftruc- 
tions : we are all, as. you may fuppofe, in a great buftle, 
and our time is very qiuch engaged. Obliged to at- 
tend to bufinefs himfelf, in preference to epiftolary 
chit-chat, however agreeable it may be, our friend 
defires me to afTure you, that he will fliortly fend an 
anfwer to the academy, to which you l\ave juft had the 
kindnefs to make him known. At the fame time 
that he tranfmits you his letters, he will inform you 
where you may get copies of his works, in order to 
prefent them to that learned body. In charging you 
with a commiffion, I forgot to fay any thing of the 
money requlfite for its execution : in a few days, 
however, a perfon will fet off from hence, who will 
reimburfe you all you advance. Another thing, af- 
furedly, highly interefting. You introduced me to 
the acquaintance of M. Brouflbnnet ; and I recollefl: 
perfeftly what you told me, and what I faw, of his un- 
affefted learning, of his polirenefs, and of that amenity 

* Brother was the ufual appellation by which Madam Roland 
dlilinguifked Lanthenas, as appears by the preceding memoirs. 

which 
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which is fo ftrong a charafteriftic of thofe whofe man- 
ners are foftened by the cultivation of their minds ; nor 
do I forget your encouraging me to hope that from 
him we might procure letters of recommendation for 
England. In that refpeft I folicit the interference of 
your friendfhip, and truft to it to plead my caufe with 
M. Brouflbnnet, on whom I cannot myfelf have any 
particular claim. I aflc, however, for thefe letterjs with 
a confidence, which I fhould not have ventured to af- 
fume, had we been going to undertake the journey 
without having M. Roland in our company : in that 
cafe, I fhould have been perfectly fenfible, that not 
one of the party, and myfelf lefs than any, would have 
been properly qualified to cultivate the acquaintance 
of the fcientific people to whom M. Brouffonnet can 
introduce us. In a lading conne6lion, we may fome- 
times hope to make good humor and tade (land in the 
ftead of learning, even with the learned themfelves ; 
but when we only fee them en pajfant^ it is neceffary 
to be able to pay them in their own coin. Now, as 
you know our fecurity, I have nothing more to fay, 
unlefs to beg yoii will recall me to the recoUedkion of 
your friend, by faying a thoufand handfome things in 
my name. We are making preparations for a fpeedy 
departure ; time runs like a thief*, the time for us to 
ftart alfo is very near ; a thoufand things come pref- 
fing on us together ; and although I am in the midft 
of my own houfe, and of my own family, I am only on 
a halt, or like a fox-hunter at the place of turning 
..out. 
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I AM doing iny duty, and executing your commit 
fion : the kifs on my account is given foftly on the 
lips, the place referved for the friend of our heart ; 
yours I give, where I fhould have received it, upon 
the cheek ; but very affedionately notwithftanding. 
Sentiment accompanies them both, ^oila la rejeni' 
blance* : yours has all the livclinefs of hearty friend- 
Ihip ; mine, the infinuating foftnefs of a more intimate 
union : voila la difference^ to make ufe of the words of 
the fong, and all for your piore perfeft information, 
and in compliance with your requeft. 

I AM not at all like Eudora ; .your dear little fitter 
has taken a place in my remembrante, and in my 
heart, whence nobody can diflodge her. Let me 
know how flie is, and giv^ her a kifs on my account. 
Our friend Lanthenas has fo many kind things to 
fay to you, and the other friend, and I fo many 
more, that I know not how to exprefs them- all; I 
am almoft choking with them, like Monfieur Sage. 

Adi£U ! my good friend ; our kindeft wiihes at* 
tend you ! 

June 17. 

* ■ • 

, I RECEIVED your moving and melancholy epiftle. 
yefterday, without having it in my power to anfwer 

* Voila Id refemhlancey and voila la digerence (that is the refem- 
b'ance, and that is the difference), weie alternately the burden of a 
French fong, in a comic opera, much in vogue wh^n this letter waf 
written.— •Tron/I • ' 
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it Immediately. My brother-in-hwr wasjuftgoneby 
with two friendS) who totild not delay their journey 
jto Londc^n, whero, we fhall probably be in time to 
overtake th«m<^ my good man was fetthkg off himfelf, 
with bis fiieceSbr, to make the circuit of the depart- 
ment ; and I remained at home with the bachelor, 
ondall thebuftle of agjceat wafh, a thing of no fmall 
importance in country houfe-keeping. I did not think 
our friend had left you in doubt as to the deftination 
of the co;»es: there is a complete one of all his works 
for the academy f another of his letters oi>ly for the 
Count de Sakces;^ and a third, I believe, of thofe 
letters alfo for M» Lamanon. I have inquired and 
mideavoured to find out, io no purpofe yet, whether 
there be any uncommon^ kinds of fi{h in ^our rivers 
and pools : the people of this country poflfefs no more 
fcience in that refped: th^i fheir cooks ; and although 
I intend to make farther refearcbes, I have no hopes 
of furniflMUg any thing for your friend's Ichthyotegy. 
He will have the goodnefe not to make the informa- 
tipn we fend him ftandard for the length of his let- 
ters. 

The painter and his miRrefs, wTio have fet every 
body talking about the pleafures they have enjoyed ; 
the Marquis d'Arlandes^ who alfo publilhes without 
leferve his ^pretenfions and his forrow; all that mul- 
titude of people, in fhort, who are obliged to fay they 
are happy, in order to be fo, appear to me ve;y un- 
worthy of fuc^efs in their amours, and very incapable 

of 
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of rcUfhing the pleafores of love: much good may 
it^ thein ! I neither envy lior efteem their mode of 
^■ceding* 

^BuT tell me, my friend, where is your reafon and 
your philofophy ? How can you fee a fuuation in 
which your amiable fifter may find fo many means of 
becoming more amiable ftill, in fo:gloomy a point of 
view ? If fhe enjoy the income which you expefted to 
be able tp fecure to her, (he will not lofe the hope 
of a fuitable match, and may wait for it in comfort* I 
confefs to you, that the non ignara malt makes me, on 
the contrary, look on the fuuation in queftion as ad^ 
vantageous^ and that is ch& way in which I fhould 
fpeafc of it to the dear little girl, n6w that the forrowi 
of the firft moment mull b^omewhat difpelled.. But, 
alas ! the fenfation occafioned by our own loffes, is an 
€vH which athird perfon can never eftimatei.nor is 
it always by the nature of gri«f, that we ought t<D' cal- 
culate it« amount ! Remember^ my good friend, thofe, 
who love you, who (hare in all you fuffer, who would 
wifh to alleviate it, and who bear your image impret 
fed on their hearts. 

ADI.EU J-^I take leave of you to attend to the little 
matters that call for my care, and beg you tp believe in 
the truth of my affeftion. My brother* defires to be 
remembered to you moft kindly* 

You will fee what is the deftinationaf the par-*. 
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eel that accompanies this, and will have the good- 
nefs to forward it accordingly. I bid you once mQ|s 
farewell, without ceafing to be with you in heart JB 
fpirit. 

June -24. 

YESi we love you ftill : and I am confident fhall 
always loVe you : you muft undergo a great change 
indeed for it to be otherwife ; and you are not made 
of fluff likely to diminifh in value. Receive then, my 
good friend, thefe fincere profeffiori^ of which I know 
very well you do not Hand in need, and which I only 
make for the pleafure of repeating them. We under- 
take your commiflion with great pleafure and Ihall exe- 
cute it in the bed way we are able. Try then and find 
out fome means of forwarding the mufic that M. Pa- 
rault is dcfirous of fending to London. lihould be 
very happy to execute tnj commiflion for him alfo : 
tell him fo in my name, and afliire him of my refpeft 
and good wifhes until I have an opportunity of doing fo 
in perfon. You would oblige us much by finding out 
and letting us know what the Genera Plantarum^ and 
the Philofophia Botanica of Linnaeus, cofl bound and 
new. We bought them, . but have forgotten the 
price, and are now about to fpare them to M. d'Eu, 
who wants them. We fhall buy them again in our 
way through Paris, and fhall take them with us. I 
believe I have already fent you word that Achates fet 
off on Tuefday : my good man is going on Saturday 

. to 
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to finifli his excurfion on the coaft of Calefis*, and I ' 
am to take my departure on the Thutfday following. 
"We are all; as you fee, on the wing, and are only 
held to Amiens by a fingle thread. But Eudora will 
ftill remain in this fame Amiens ; and heaven knows 
how dear it will be to me as long as it is my little girl^s 
abode ! How does your good fitter go on ? How is 
her health, her difpofition of mind, and her habita- 
tion ! Say every thing to her in my name, that you 
can conceive of my feelings, and that / cannot ex- 
prefs. My beft and mod aSedionate wifhes attend 
you. 

June 2?, 

WHY now, would not any one fiippofe that it 
is you who are fetting off, by your declaring that 
you will not write till the journey is over ? If 1 had 
time, I would make you change your note ; but un- 
fortunately, it is aifo the laft time I ihall write to you 
' before I go. I am always doing fomething, and al- 
ways find fomethlll to be done ; the hours fly ; that* 
of our departure will foon ftrike ; and then, adieu, 
good night to you ! 

I HAVE already heard leveral times from Achates, 

whom contrary winds forced to make fome little fl:ay 

. at Boulogne, whence he did not fet fail till yefterday* 

I do not fend you the famous differtations, of a girl of 

twenty, on the underftanding : I fhould be obliged to 

* The diftrlA round Calais. 

look 
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look lor them among a heap of dufty old papers, and 
have not time j but when I leave this country, I pro- 
mife to pack up a few clothes with the trafh in queflion, 
which you fliall afterwards fee in my way thj^ough Pa- 
ris, if you ftill remain in the fame mind. That is all 
I can do for the honour of my word ; but? as I per- 
ceive it is no joke to give it you, I promife nothing as 
to the journal. I would rather you fliould owe the obli- 
gation to my compiaifance, provided I ihould have 
modefty enough to fhew you my fcrawl : this is pretty 
plain, I take it ! I am called i I am inhafte; and em- 
brace you affedionately. 

Aaguft 7. 

WHY, truly, you have a very lively imagination,, 
and draw mofl: terrible conclufions. You did not 
figure to yourfelf travellers arriving only to fet off 
again, in the midft of a thoufand embarraOjnents^ 
writing in hafte, and faying but a fingle word^ 
though their hearts dictated a hundred affeftion- 
ate things. We had agreed thaH^ ihould write to 
you to-i^orrow morning, for we devote the. afternoons 
to packing up ; and certainly you will never divine 
for what reafon I have taken up the pen at this mo- 
ment. I will t^lt you at the end of my letter, and in 
the mean time will give you an account of your com* 
miflions. 

DoLLOND, the moft celebrated optician in Lon- 
don, fpeaks French nearly as \^^ell as I fpeak EngHfli j 

but; 
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but we went to his fliop with Monfieur Dezach, 
and I not only explained your intenrions, but communi- 
cated to him your own words concerning the diameter, 
the focus, and the magnifying power of the lens. Dol- 
lond replied, that it was very difficult to combine 
thofe proportions with the effeft required ; that he 
had nothing of the kind ready made, but that he 
would do it in the beft way he was able. It took him ' 
feveral days, at tha end of which be gave us your 
magnifier, as the refult of his labour, to guide him ia 
which, the properties required had been left with him 
in Englifli. I fend you thefe particulars, not with a 
view of proving that I have done my beft, for that I 
am fure you will not doubt ; but to confole you for 
what is, by the impoffibility of its being otherwife. On 
the other hand, I have to inform you for your fatisfac- 
tion, that Eudora knew us on our return, although 
flie was in bed, and though we appeared to her as if 
in a dream* She kiflfed me with a kind of gravity 
mixed with afieftion ; !and then uttered a faint cf y gf 
furprife and joy on perceiving her father. She had 
been in great health, and had not met with the fmall- 
c(l accident during our abfence ; but next morning, 
while running about, fhe •felt, and rolled down ftairs 
in fuch a way that I thought her deadf and was little 
better myfelf. I found at laft that fhe was not at all 
hurt^ and foon got the better of my fright. In the 
mean time our friend, for whom the journey had 
done wonders, found himfelf much fatigued on his re^ 

• turn. 
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tuni, and has >fince been tormented by an unfortunate 
tumor, which has made me very unhappy. To-morrow 
mean to make him take phyfig, with ptifans, accord- 
ing to thi old prefcrij|tions» I never think of him 
who gave them to us, of the neceffity of recurring to 
them, of my friend, of you, and of ail the circumftan- 
tes this brings to mind, without being much affe£ked. 
Another perhaps' would be filent on the fubjeft, for 
fear of affefting you alfo j but I feel I partake too 
much of what my friends fuffer, not to ms^k^ them 
partakers in all that concerns pie, efpecially in things 

that are almoft reciprocal. 

Bv way of changing the theme for fomething more 
agreeable, I mulLtell you that while making our ar- 
rangements, and packing up, a Chevalier defired to 
fpeak with me. He was come to fee the houfe, 
and according to military ufage, took the oppor- 
tunity of paying his refpedls to the miftrefs of 
it. He is a good kind of man; but his com- 
plinients, and all the infipid things which fuch 
people call gallantry, put me fo out of patience, that 
I fet down to write to you by way of getting rid of 
him» and turned him over to our friend^ who will not 
have done with fuch a chatterbox in a hurry. It is but 
fair> however, that in all well-regulated families, each 
perfon (hould take his (hare of the burden, and this 
is one that I refign to abler hands. 

Tms reminds me of an Englifh comedy I faw re- 

prefented at London. A French petit maitre was in- 

\ ' troducedi 
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troduced, and occafioned a hearty laugh, in which 

'we were ready to join. I fend you no account of a 

journey that has given me great fatisfadioh : we will ' 

talk it over when we meet, which will be infinitely 

preferable. We employed our time as you may 

imagine ; I feiz^ed a few hafly moments to write, and 

ihall ever remember with pleafure a country of which 

Delolme taught me to love the conftitution, and 

where I have witnelTed the happy eflfe£ls which that 

conftitution has produced. Fools may chatter and 

ilaves may fmg, but you may take my word for it, 

that England contains men who have a right to laugh 

at us. I have it in my power to tell you fome curious 

particulars of Lavater, with whom M. Dezach paifed 

a confiderable time. 

At length we live under the fame Iky with you, 
and love^ you as much as ever, like true friends, 
whofe device you know is, far and near^ fummer and 
ivinter. 



Auguft 13. 

INDEED you would have been very much mif- 
taken, if you had thought I attach fo much im- 
portance to my journal, as to have any objedion 
to your feeing.it. As I know you will look on 
it with the partial eyes of friendfhip, it is very much 
at your fervice j but at the fame time, as it cannot 
be worth the attention of any but a friend, I beg 
VOL. II. /2 s • you 
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you to keep it to yourfelf. I take the firifl opportn- 
irity of forwarding it to you. I thought I fhould give 
you real fatisfadion by annexing to k the observations 
made in a journey to the feme country, by my good 
man, in the^ year 1771, and Mvrkttn currente €alamo. 
I became acquainted ^i A him in 1775, and &ordf 
tifter he communicated to me thi« and feveral other 
journds, whh manufcript^ dF different kinds. It 
•was during the perufal of them, at the time he 
was making the tour of Italy, that I wrote the loofc 
flieet ivhich you will find indofed, and which, 
jftrange as it may appear, he has not yet feen. 
You wiH probably be of opinion, that the y^ouag 
folitary maid, ivbo thus ftudied his chara^er while 
reading liis works, began by not haling him ; and 
you will not be deceived. But it may appear Angular 
that you fhould be the firft to whom, after fuch a 
length of time, I have communicated the opinion i 
formed df him in 1777. 

I WAS reading at the fame period a work of Dc- 
lolme upon the Englifh conftitution, and would 
fend you the abftraO: I made of it, if it were to be 
found. — By the way, the author lias juil publiflxed a 
new edition, which I faw at London, and which I ad- 
* vifeyou to read as the beftbook, in the opinion of the 
Englifh themfelves, that was ever written upon their 
conftitution. ^ 

» Augufi 25. 
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WITH one !eg ort a charr, the 6thet foot on the 
ground, and my arms on thecofflef of a deik, which 
is no longer mine, I dnce ttvore, my worthy Metid^ 
write you a few Bn^ from this place. I am aboat to . 
leave it, certainly for a gf 6at while, perhaps for ever j 
and am happy to mark every era of my life -by a par- 
ticular attei^ion to the duties of frrendfliip. Receive 
then a renewal of the affurances I have fo often givert 
you in thrsptace^ andwluclll (hall be happy to repeat :: 
wherever I may be.. 

EvfiRY thiAg h tt^dfy and our. effefti are m the 
carriage. It h gOiAg t<y Monfieut d*&a*^, wker^ 
we are to dine^ and whence we ftiall fet off. Aikii !— ^ 
I am aboot to increafe the diftance between lis; j but it 
is in order to fiiorteft.it afterwards^ and itL the hoi^ of 
embracing you eie loiig. Itt Ae HUean time out 
beft wifhes attend you*. Adieu !— W« &^i flioitly. 
meet* 



Coog^ont^ Thuxfday Mbrokig, Si^pt. 15^. , 

YOU left me diftreffcd and affe/^ed beyoud mea^ 
fure, at the moment. when we, w^re about to be fepa- 
rated by an interval of a. hundred leagues ; at the juq- 
ment, perhaps, of taking an everJafting leave ; at tte 
moment when, in the effufionof my foul, and with 

. the. 
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the hands of my huiband and my daughter joined in 
yours, I was renewing the facred compad of friend- 
ihip, a compad which was^ the more folemn, becaufe 
accompanied by a filence whiqh none of us could 
break ; at that moment you tore yourfelf away, and 

fled from our prefence ! I remained motionlefs 

on my feat, with my child in my arms, and my eyes, 
fwimming with tears, fixed upon the door through 
which you had juft paffed. In what ftate were you 
then yourfelf ? 

Your, image has purfued us hither, and will follow 
us every where ; and our fouls, fteeped in the bitter- 
nefs in which we faw you. plunged, will refufe to wel- 
<x>me the pleafures that furround us, till we are affured 
that you confide in your friends, that you love them, 
and that you are perfuaded of their affe£Uon ; dll 
confidence, in fliort, fliall reflore the intimate union 
of former days. Would you, my young and kind- 
hearted friend, punifh thofe who love you for an ad 
of difcretipn which their fenfibility thought due to 
yours ? Search to the bottom of your own heart, and 
jadgt of ours, and then tell me if it be pollible for 
us to be any thing but what we profefs to be* Return, 
my good friend, to the bofom of confidence : it is 
made for your honeft heart* The injury your fen- 
fibility did us by believing that we had done you one, 
was an error of fentiment, proceeding from its excefs. 
Write to us, my worthy friend, unbofom yourfelf, 

receive 
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receive our affediottate embraces, afid let us renew 
our oath of eternal friendfhip. 

My heart is full, I am in hade, and have a crowd 
{landing round me. Adieu!— Come here on Sunday. — 
Herewith you will receive the tranflation you defired : . 
the bed wifljcs of our friend Lanthenas, and of my 
friend, and my own, attend you i 

CloslaPlatiere, O^. j. 

TELL pe then, luy good friend, what is become 

of your affection for thofe wh6 continue to feel for 

you the moft tender attachment, the trueft efteem, 

and friendfhip the moft' fincere ? I wrote to you 

from Longpont ; and our JFriend Lanthenas has by 

this time repeated to you the expreffions didated 

by our hearts.. We flattered ourfelves, I confefs, 

we fhould find a letter from you hM«, . qr revive 

one foon 'after our arrival, for we wrote to you 

from Dijon alfo y and are as much diftreffed by 

your filence ncTw, as we were afflifted by your 

tears. Obdurate man, whofe imagination does us 

all fo much harm, why do you refiife to open your 

heart to truth, to confidence, and to friendfhip, fo 

long tried ? It is in vain you oppofe to them the illu- 

fions by which you fuffer yourfelf to be deceived : the 

franknefs of our affeftion cannot fail to bring you 

back to our arms. I fhould indeed, no longer know 

what to think of any thing, if your error could hold 

out 
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out long againft the truth, and the energy of the 
fentiments of which, in our connexion .with you, 
we have ever obeyed the irapulfc. Open your eyes, 
my good friend, and turn them on the worthy people 
who Uve you ; who could never find any thing but 
reafonsto love you more and more, and who defire 
npthing fo much as the renewal of your attachment. 
We arrived here without accident, but much fatigued r 
our brother was come ta meet us, and we immediately 
fet about opening trunks, and packing up anew, in 
order to go into the country, \ithert we now are. I 
have not the heart to fpcak to you of any thing rela- 
tive to the perfons I have about me, till you have given 
me fignsof life^ You have learnt from our friends 

( that we have feen M, Maret,. M. de Morveaux, and 
M. Durande j and that we have bought your ikins, 
which we have with us, and which we wait for 
your direftions to forward, unlefs we fliould in the 
mean time find a favourable: opportunity. The 
letter written at Dijon was put in the poft-office at 
Beaune, becaufe we fet off early in the morning, and 
did not wifh to leave it at the inn.. To-morrow out 

. friend will take this to Yillefranche j. and I fhall quar- 
rel with you m good earneft if he do not find a letter 
there. Tell our friend Lanthenas that we are well, 
and that we fliall wait to embrace him without flinch- 
ing. He has certainly been at Vincennes to fee my 
Agatha, &c. I (hall thank him for all his c?re when- 
ever he will add that of coming to fee us. Say a thou- 

fand 
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fan4 civil, Islad^ and affe&ionate thiags for me to M. 
Parauk. 

Adieu, my good friead !— Tell me, is it a matter 
of indifference to you to receive frequent alfurance^ 
of our loving yojs as much as ever? My beft love ta 
your dear fitter. 

Villefranche, Nov. 7. 

AT length we have received a letter from you, my 
good friend : oa our part, ic is (lill with the lame joy 
as in times pad : what is the r^afon that, oa yours, it 
is not written with the fame pleafiire and friendfhip ? 
Be it as it may^ you will find us ever the lame, and the 
day perhaps will come, when you will &y, that 
people whofe attachment to you ,had been of 
an ordinary kind, would not have been capable 
of taking fo much trouble, and fo conftantly to 
perfevere in it, to p^rfu^de you to the contrary*. 
What latere^, but that of the heart, could be our 
inducement ? You will become fenfible of it ; you 
will open your heart to confidence, and will indemnify 
us by its intenfity for that interruption in its duration^ 
which was occafioned by the unfortunate cloud that 
hangs over your mind. I am perfedly iatisfied of it, 
becaufe a fenfe of our claims on yoqr friendfhip is in- 



* This feems loaccurate ; but It is rendered exaAly from cYic 

original. 

herent 
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lierent in the love we bear you, and carries with it 
the affurance of being able to bring you bac^ to truth. 
This is the laft time I Ihall fpeak to you on -the fubjeft. 
I fhali continue our correfpondence on that footing 
which we have no reafon to change, and you ihall 
perceive that, fo far from avoiding our fick friends, 
we renew, on fuch occafions, the facred vows of 
friendfhip, which unite us to them for ever. 

My good mail is juft fet oflF for a circilit in the 
mountains of his department, and is afterwards to 
make a fhort flay at Lyons, fo that I (hall be ten 
days at leaft, perhaps a fortnight, without feeing 
him. The houfe is full of workmen; and my apart- 
ment is nearly finifhed ; but much remains to be 
done to the lufpeftor's ftudy. We fhall have things 
of this kind to attend to for a long while ; and I am 
fadly afraid left the mafons, over whom it is neceflary 
to keep an eye, Ihould prevent our going in the fum- 
mer to botanize on Mount Pila. Our friend Lanthe- 
nas, who left us the third of this month, muft have 
mentioned us to you more than once, and has a great 
deal to fay ftill, if he means to execute the whole of 
his commiflion* My little Eudora prattles more than 
ever, and I am extremely pleafed to fee that fhe grows 
more and more fond of my company, and will no 
longer confent to leave me. She called to me to-night 
to alk where you were, and whether you were not to 
come and fee us. *In playing about us (he.has already 
I«arnt a part of her alphabet, and whenever I take up a 

book 
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book iitfifts' upon I^soklng at it. I have had Iitde lei- 
fure iince my arrival hei^e; for yo\i muft know it is 
the oiftotm to vifit the new comers^ ;^ an<t I fhoiiid 
ali^ady have had the whole town with me, if feveral 
peBfons wer« not Mi in the country, which prevents 
their vifits being over qoite fo foon as they would 
otherwife have been: befidies^ my mother-in-law 
keeps a great deal of company ; hut I fiip away the 
moment they fit down to cards to our good brother's 
ftudy, and there we read the journals^ or whatever 
elfe comes^ to hand ; converfe on literary fubjefts, 
or concert plans for the future, with fo much friend- 
fliip and unreferve, that fupper always comes too 
foon. I muft beg you to procure me Bemerzrieder's 
Leffons of Harmony for the harpfichord, in quarto, 
of which you once bought a copy for a friend of 
mine ; buc I am in no hurry ; for I have no harpfi- 
chord, and it is an acquifition not quite fo eafy to 
make. My hufband will have other matters to com- 
municate to you on his return. We left the country 
at the moment when an untimely fell of fnow 
had produced a great change in the fcenery around 
us. If the neceffity, however, oF making our arrange- 
ments had not called us to town, we fliould have been 
in no great hafte to come here. The news of the war 
gives me pain, becaufe T always confider thefe quar- 
rels of kings as ruinous to the people ; and I r«;ret 
it the piore, fince it gives you particular caufe of un- 
eafinefs. Send \i$ aa. account of every thing new 
VOL. II. aT that 
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that relates to. the fciences, to authors, to the acade- 
mies, or to intrigues. I fhould have a&ed you firft 
for particulars of your prefent ftudies and occupa- 
tions, if your obfervations on thofe fubjeds did not 
oblige me to wait for the moment* when it will 'be agree- 
able to yourfelf to mention them. My beft, compli- 
ments to M. Parault, whom you have no doubt the 
pleafure'of fometimes feeing. We have been loi^ in 
expeftation of news from Amiens, and are almoft 
doubtful of the fate of ^ parcel, in -confequence of 
the filence of a man who is interefted In its conieats, 
and to whom it was to be given by M. d^u. 

Adieu ! — ^Do not forget thofe who love you, and 
whofe attachment to you is unalterable. I embrace 
jou in the name of my little family:. 

November 21. 

IN a parcel addrefled to us by our friend Lanthenas, 
I found the enclofed letter to you, and embrace with 
pleafur^ this opportunity of writing you a few lines. 
Happy as I am always in doing fo, I frequently re- 
prefs my defire for fear of tiring you : you cannot 
imagine thejpain this idea gives me! But after all, I 
am too much your friend, either to Jeave you to your 
unfortunate prejudices^ or to combat them 2u a trou- 
blefome way. 

You muft put thefe forrowful expreffions to the 
account of impreffions of the fame nature^ which I 

. cannot 
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cannot heljp feeling at this momtot. It was not 
my intention to fay any tWng more on the fubjeft ; 
but my heart overflows in fpite of me. I was much 
afFecled by your dear fifter's letter, which I fhall an- 
fwer immediately. It came to me with the direftion^ 
in your hand^writing \ but not another word; What 
then is the matter with my friend ? Forgive me once- 
more for recurring to complaints : I pardon, every^ 
thing that proceeds^ from your fenfibility ; and youi 
will readily Qxcufe fome little effeSs of mine. I am. 
once more' a widow :. my; good man returned from*, 
the moiintains, and juft fet.off again for Lyons ; my 
brotb^-in-law is ia the country, direfting. pioneers^ 
ftooe-cutters, &ic.. My dear.Eudora has a very bad 
cold, for the firft time in her life;. when?flie coughst 
it goes to my hear^t^ and alarms, and torments me be-, 
yond detfcriptioa., The dea? little girl remembers you. 
perfeSly ; but recollects lefs of your playing with hery 
than of the ftate fhe faw you: ia at our departure. 
* Mammal faid fhe this morning, in her foft tone of 
voice, which already.befpea}cs fentiment, *M^ d!^ Antic, 
cries /' She brought the tears into my eyes alfo. . , 
My health is but indifferent. I am looking over - 
a prefcription that T brought \yithme/rom Paris and 
making comiaents on it in my own way. Whjsn I 
recolle£t that it is for this papery and a vifit ni^de and 
received on account of a man, of whom I have never, 
heard any thing fince ; when I recoiled, I fay, that, 
on fuch ^foundation your friendlhipi' has built I know 
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not MflMt nionllrous chimera, I cannot he^ &ying ^ 
mylelfy either you fiauft be veiy mad, or i muft be 
very fooUlh^ not to underftahd any thing abocit the 
matter ; or rather, I neither know what to fay, think, 
or do. • ' 

Harkve, my good friend ; we ftall be conflantly 
harping on the fame ftring, if yo« <io not recover 
your reafon. I promife, you however, not to return 
to this again, and I promife you above ail, that my 
friendfhip for you (hall be unalterable : this is what 
I know, what I underftand, and what pieafes me 
bed. Take a box on the ear, and an en^race, eq^ially 
hearty and fincere ; for fuch is the way in which I 
muft vent the mixture of good and ill-humour that 
conftitutes my feelings at this moment. Adieu ! — I 
long to receive a letter from you in the old ftyle. 
Burn this, and let us fay no more on fuch a nonfen- 
fical fubjed. 

December 15. 

I HAD rather you would confefs the ill you think 
of us, than have merely the right of believing that 
you think well, without receiving affurances of it from 
your own mouth. Take us, at leaft, my good friend 
for the confidantes of your fentiments and o|Hnions in 
every thing that concerns us : we fhall be fufEciently 
latisfied with what we are, to bear every thing you may 
believe us to be without imputing it to you as a crime. 

Do 



C 131 ) 

Bo not tjear the letters you tnay hate wtitten tome in 
the fiilaefs of your heart ; ev^f thing that iflues 
thence is as grateful and as dear c<) me a$ it ever was* 
Your error is d»e effeft of a degree of fenfibiiity, 
vrhich attaches us more ftrongiy to you ; and the 
caufe alone would cancel a great deal of Injuftice. I 
imderftand the ftateof your mind much better fmoe'l 
have had a converfatton ?A^ a fete with our friend 
Lanthenas, cc^ncerning the reafons you had to com-^ 
plain of the perfon in queftion ; but your ideas are nor 
the lefs faife in regard to us. I (hall lament a& long as 
I live, a piece of falfe delicacy wMch has proved fo pre- 
judicial to a friendihip I th<Might unalterable ^ but 
what am I faying ! it will triumph over that obftacle ; 
and if the filence of a moment (although proceeding 
from excellent motives on our part) muft needs ap- 
pear fo terrible an oiFence in your eyes, you cannot at 
leaft help forgiving and forgetting it, for the lake of 
friends whofe regret well deferves fuch a facrifice. 
The day will come, when you will love us the better 
for having borne with this lally of ardent youth, and 
confidered it in a proper point of view j our tears, my 
good friend, flow fefponfive to yours. Is it not very 
ftrange, that being fo well agreed, and fo entirely at- 
tached to one another, fo much Ihould yet be wanting 
to OOT happinefs? Until the defired revolution 
take place in your miiid, as I fully expefl: it will, 
let me prcferve and correfpond with the friend of 
Eudora : you will not vifit the fms of her parents 

upon 
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upon her head: and my heart will be grateful to 
ydu for the exception, which, in fpite of your error, 
you are ftill juft enough to make. The friend of 
my child has great claims on niy affedion : I will 
fpeak to you of her on. your own accpunt, and of 
ourfelves on her's ; and you fhall find me as fincere, 
as full of confidence, and as much attached to you as 
ever. The dear little girl has recovered all the vi- 
gour of full health, at the expence of two dofes of 
^yfic. Is it not dreadful to be.fo foon obliged to 
employ tbefe faiutary poifons ? But fuck is the eflFed 
df fbciety, and the fedentary life of towns I Her mind 
continues to develope itfelf more and more, and I 
truft that her heart will be no ftraager to foft aad vir* 
tuous affections^ 

If you knew how angry I am with myfelf, on ac^ 
count of an opportunity I have loft, I think you could 
not help pitying me. A friend whom we had at Rome, 
came and paffed ficwr-and-twenty hours, with us on his 
way to Paris, where he means to fettle ;. and I was to 
have given him the flcins we bought for you at Dijon* 
But his fellow-travellers carried him off fooner than 
he expeSed, for his intention was to ftay.at leaft two 
days ; the ikins were left behind, and I was angry at 
my forgetfulnefsan hour after the poft>chaife had driveiv 
off. If you knew oT any other channel, I imagine you. 
would point Jt out tq me j but I cannot defcribe 
to you the rage I was in. We talked of you, of La- 

vater, and of, a thoufand agreeable things. Moa- 

ficur 
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fienr Le Monnier, who, if I miftake not, is to alight 
at M. Vincent's, of the academy, is quite full of 
Italy, which he has juft vifited the fecond time. He 
is a man of gentle and agreeable manners ; is acquaint- 
ed with Monfieur Rome de Tlfle ; and Kke all thofe 
who know that worthy charafter, holds him in the 
higheft efteem : the children of the arts are alCed by 
nature to thofe of the fciences. 

I HEAR pretty frequently from our friend Lanthe- 
nas, without knowing any more than yOurfelf how 
his' projefts go on. Perhaps he does not know him»- 
felf : he muft: neceffarily be much dependent on cir- 
cumftances. 

I TAKE it very kindly of you to have been at the 
pains of procuring me certain accounts of Agatha. 
I do not return you thanks for it, becaufe I place all 
your attentions to the account of friendfhip; they are 
engraven on my heart, though my mouth paffes them 
over in filence. My good man is ftill at Lyons. Ar- 
riving 'at that place on horfeback, he ran againft a 
carriage, and hurt his leg. The mifchief, however, 
is now over ; and he writes and luns about at a ter- 
rible rate. My health has been deplorable in the full 
force of the term ; but I have been recovering re- 
markably within this laft week, and begin to think 
myfelf no longer fick. Say a thoufand-kind things 
for me to your fifter : I attach myfelf to all that be- 
longs to you ; and beg you .to repay my aflFeftion to^ ^ 
Hiy daughter, if you cannot make a return of it co 

myfelf. 
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lD;^felf« In that cafe i Qizll diAe half my complaints^ 
and utter th^ reft in a low voice* Adfrett^ my deasr 
friend ! move about, and mix witk the world : and 
may you meet with beings as fexUible of your worthy 
and as afieclionaCe as ourfelves* 

It is aa age fmce I wrote to Amiensf ;. vifits upoa 
vifits, and fludy, and various od4r jobs befides, and 
then repofe, which is fo delightful in the unieferved 

intimacy of a brother Time flies, and a thoufand 

things are forgotten-— You will never be. forgotten. 

r 

>; December 20. 

WELL ! my good friend,, how are you going on? 
In what flate are your health, bufmefs, connexions, 
and fludy ? Are all thefe things as you could wiih^ 
as we &ould deflre, and as we could contribute to 
make them, as far as relates to friendfhip at leaiV, 
if our hearts were known to you ? But why Ihould I 
again make a doubt of it ? Let us fay no more on the 
fubjea, but aft with confidence in each other. 

I HAVE received the inclofed draft from Lyons, 
in order to tranfmit it to Paris ;. and you are die per- 
fon I have pitched upon, becaufe there is nobody to 
whom we would fooner be under an obligation, I 
beg you to receive the amount, and to procure in ex- 
change a good bill, upon Lyons or Villefraache, of 
equal value. I fuppofe you will get one more eafily 
on the former town } or what perhaps would be better 

than 



than applying to the mercTiants, you may fend to the 
cuftom-houfe or poft-office, for a refcription on me of 
the receivers at Lyons, 

EuDORA is perfeftly well : her ftrength and gaiety 
are as brilliant as ever, and her mind makes a con- 
fiderable progrefs. I am better alfo ; and am in 
daily expeftion of feeing my good man. We have 
no news here, except the effervefcence in the imnds of 
the Lyonnefe, on account of the election f a new 
Prevot des Marchands, and the intrigues and f itires 
cuftomary on fuch occafions. The weather is horri- 
bly cold ; our roads over the mountains are unpaffa- 
ble ; and the others are not much better. 

Our friend is at prefent much taken up with th^ 
academy at Lyons. — ^The acfademy has, as you may 
fuppofe, numbered him among its aflbciates. The 
ftudy is not yet arranged ; and a fad thing it is to have 
any thing to do in fo rigorous a feafon. ' It is 
fome time fince I h^ard from our friend Lanthenas. 
He is returned to his father's, and owing to his hav- 
ing'a great deal of occupation, is a little in arrears in' 
his epiftolary correfpondencec he regrets it much in 
regard to you, and defired me to tell you he would 
make aihends the firft opportunity. ' » 

Say a thoufand kind and afFe6Honate things for 
me to your dear fifter ; and as many more to the ex- 
cellent Monfieur Parault. The fhepherd Sylvairi has ^ 
been fadly treated on account of his- work faved from 
the delifge : the Annee Literaire has laflied him ter- 
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ribJy. It is a ihame for the crWcs thus to hurl Joyces 
thunder againft a few wild flowers. What; *re all 
your fcientific friends faying and doing ?^ Tell me who 
is advaiiced to the academy of faiences ? and whether 
M. Brouflpnnet be ftill at the door* Adieu, my goo4 
friend ?^ — Let us end the prefent year, and begin the 
new, under the aufpices of hearty and affediooate 
friendlhip : I renew that which I have vowed to you, 
in the fulnefs and fmcerity of my heart, 

February 9, 1785. 

YOU feel pay you In your own coin ; if not with 
my own hands, at leaft through the medium of a third 
perfon, and that I have fent you a tittle quality alfo. 
It appeikrs to me that you lavaterize perfeftly well v/ith 
the Caunte/sj and that you have a vaft field fqr obfer- 
Vation to go over. You ought by this time to be an 
adept. Tell me then what you have difcoverfed or re- 
cognised in our portraits. I wilh much to know whe- 
ther you will divine aright, and more efpecially what 
my countenance befpeaks. Your idea of the original 
isporhaps a little confufed : you were not a doftorof 
phyfiognomy when you bad an opportunity of examin- 
ing it, and the veil is now a hundred leagues thick ; but 
I fliall be the better able to judge whether our portraits 
be we.U drawn. Speak tp me frankly on the fubjefi : 
I cannot, however, help telling you beforehand, 
that either you are a very bad difciple of Lava- 

tcr, 
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t€r, or tk'^ poTtraits in queftion are very little 
likes if you do not find in them the lines that charac«* 
lerize true fri^n4s. I thought I had written you 
word that our friend Lanthenas was very bufy, and 
that he isad commiiTiGned nve to tell you not to J3e fur- 
prifec^^ if you (hould be fome (hort time without heart- 
ing from him : he has fuffered twelve bug days to pafs 
without writing us a line. We haVe received . the 
two tranflations of the worthy M. Parault. The firft 
I underftand very well ; but as to the othet, / am 
quite loft in it : it would be neceflary to be able to. fay 
with Swedenborg, / h£(ve feen this fame intelleftoai 
world. ' A-propos of feeing-— our family is very ill 
presided with the: means : we have aH bad eyes« Thofe 
of th6 grandmother, the two fons, and the daughter* 
in-law, are all inflamed, and we at! complain alike of 
a burning and fhooting pain. What is dill worfe is^^ 
that we have not been laughing like you : we are not 
very gay when Ve cannot fee why, and are almoft . 
tempted to be melancholy. 

You may make the moft you can of this fi:yle„, 
onelialf proper, arid one half figurative : I am fome-. 
times inclined to write !nonfenfe> as well as the Coun- 
tefs. ^ 

I MUST tell you, however, in pkin language^ that : 
you are beginning Ko grow amiable again : you are.* 
a little of the braggadocio neverthelefe ; but at your 
age it is pardonable : and then if ata Hundred leagues., 
diftance one were bound to take !W>tice of every 

thing I 
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thing !.«.*.*.At the end of the reckomng, and all jok- 
ing apart, we loVe you dearly, and embrace you moft 
affe&ionately. I do not know how you have palled 
your carnival ; but as to me, I am fober enough to 
edify the whole town ; and lucky it is that I am ; for 
the lifter-in-law of a very regular canon, who bears 
no refemblance to thofe of the capital, is obliged, 
under pain of public and private fcandal, to be very 
regular alfo. 

Our Eudora, our little delight, grows, and enter- 
tains us with her prattle. At this moment Ihe is put- 
ting otjt her little mouth, and trying to kifs us, after 

having received from papa a tap upon her fingers, 
which were overturning every thing upon the table. 
She repeats your ^ame, and fometimes defires to fee 
what you havcwrittcn abput her. You tell me nothing 
of your dear fifter : recall us to her recoUeftion, and 
do not forget in the midft of changeable Paris, your 
unalterable friends. 

March 1 6. 

EQUABILITY and conftancy you are fure of find- 
ing in us at all times, and you will one day or other, 
perhaps, value them more than you do^at prefe^t• Re- 
turn to fuch friends without fear : they will never 
bear you any ill will for having ihewn yourfelf fuch 
as you are. You would wifh then for long letters ? 
while I, confidering the difpofition of mind in which 
' . I 
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I thought you would obftinately perfevere, had refolr* 
ed to write to you very briefly, until time fhould ren^ 
der you fach in refpeft to us, as I always hoped you ^ 
would become. Glory to heaven, and peace upon 
earthy if it bp true that I am no longer bound to aft 
according to that refolution which I had but juft taken! 
Have youreceived all the letters I have, written you ? 
A very old one, inclofmg another for ^your fifter ; - 
and one of recent date, with anote addreffed to my . 

father. , 

I SEND you this'time feme papers for M. Le Mon- 
flier, paintery at the Little St. Anthony , Rue du Roi de 
Sidle. I have been thinking, if you Were not defuous 
of knowing a man, with whom we are conneded by 
the tie^ of friendfhip, you would at leaft be pleafed 
to fee an eftimable artift, of mild and agreeable man- 
ners, lately returaed from Italy, where he made a 
lono- ftay.-. But why do I exprefs an unpleafant and 
fleeting doubt, without avowing the fentiment that^ 
ferves as-its correftivc ? Yes, I fl:ill believe that a per- 
fon who has lately feen us, and with whom we are 
in habits of intimacy, is for that fole ^reafon not alto- 
gether uninterefting to you. Eudora improves in 
llrength much more than in learning and difcretion : 
fhe is very lively, and very g^iddy, although brought' 
up alone. She is, in fhort, a perfeft lomp, whofe 
violent animal fpirits will ftand in need of a flrong 
mind to govern them. She has all the intelligence 
that can bq expefted at her time of life, and can put 

up 
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up ^ith any thing, ev^n with dry bread) when dowf 
penance.-rBeaumarchaiSy at St» Lazare^ (bonds like 
a ludicrous antithefis. He is puiiiihed. like a fchool 
boy, and will revenge himfelf like a fox* 

I AM qalled: adieu !— I thank you for your good 
wiihes, and conclude like you» toto corde^ 

March 25; 

I HAD a great mind to make my daughter fpeak ; 
but I have too much to fay on my own account ; and 
iball conjtent myfelf with fending you a (heet of pa per » 
which (he has fcrawled over in her own way. You 
made me weep with your (lories^ after having made 
me laugh with the grave fuperfcription of your letter. 
Eudora was mtkh pieafed to hear that you had written 
to her. In (hprt^ I rea.d her the lelter ^ and when (hs 
heard the name of mother, and the recommendatidQ 
to kifs, (he faid with a laugh, * Why, that^^s for me 
now.' You have no need of a pardon, I aflfureyou^ 
on account of the matter that makes you a(k it. Do 
you think I (land in need of proteftations and affurances 
to things of chat fort I The two following Iin<ss would 
apply perfedly well to the prefeat cafe : 

Ilfuffit cntre nouf de tondevoir^ du mtenf 
Volia ies vrmsfermens^ les autres nefontrleh*. 

^ Between us,' your duty and nuiie will fuffice t theie are the beft 
•aths ; the others are nothing. 

■ ' > ' If 



If I had ever any thing to forgive you, ft would have 
been the unfortunate idea, of which the traces are not 
yet effaced; but my atta(ihment left generofiry nothing 
to do : it enabled me to form a juft eftimate of the 
errors of yours, in whicA. I^rauld fee nothing but 
marks of its ftrength, imd perhaps I love you better 
than if you had not done me the wrong of afcribing 
one to me that I do not feel rav|elf guilty of. In pro- 
portion as time (hall reftore all its fplendour to truth, 
you ^wili perceive that you have Ipft nothing by the 
diftance you regret, becaufe you will fefe it has operat- 
ed no change in the aflFeftion of your friends ; nor 
will the pleafure of a friendly correfpondence feem 
to be impaired bv a few leagues further to travel over 
in idea. 

You aflc me what I am about, and do not fuppofe I 
have the fame occupations as at Amiens : it is true I 
have Ids leifure to devote to them, or to intermingle, 
them with agreeable ftudies. Houfe-keeping is now 
my principal employ, and the trouble it gives me is of 
no fmail account. My brother was defirousof my 
taking charge of the houfe, which his mother for many 
years had ceafed to fupef intend, and which he was 
tired of directing, or of leaving to the care .of the 
fervants.-^Thi8 is the way in which I pafs my time,K 
On riling, I bufy myfclf aboiit my thild and my huf- 
band. 1 make the former read and get breafaft for 
them both, and then I leave them togetuer in the 
ftudy ; or if the father be abfent, th^ little girl re- 
mains 



mains with the iqAct, while I go and inquire into the 
houfehold afFaifs,vm>m the cellar to the garret : the 
fruit, the wine, the liiien, and other details, contri- 
bute each their part to j|^ ftock of ^ daily cai'es. If I 
have any time left (obflte'^ we dine-at noon, and arc 
obliged to be then in dec^t<||fefs, becaufe there is a 

- chance of our having company, which the pld lady i$ 
fond of inviting), I pafs it in the ftudy, in the labours 
which I have been accuftomed to fliare with njy huf- 
band* After dinner we ftay a little while together, 
and I remain pretty conftantly with my mother-in-law 
tilt company comes. I am. then at liberty, and go up 
ftairs to the (ludy in order to begin, or to continue to 
write ; but when the evening comes, our good brother 

/ joins us, and we read the newfpaper, or fomething 
better. Male vifitors fometimes cotne up,. If I am 
not the reader, I fit down modeftly to my needlework, 
and liften, taking care to prevent the child from inter- 
rupting ;"for fee never leaves us, unlefs on occafion 
of fome formal repaft. As I do not wife her to be 
troublefome to any one, or take up the attention of 
the company, fee then ftays in her own room, or goes 
to take a walk with her maid, and does not make 
her appearance till the end of the dcfleit. I never 
pay vifits unlefs they are abfolutely neceffary, I go out 
fometimes, though yet it has been but feldom, to take 
a walk with my good man and Eudora. Bating 
thofe little differences, every day fees me go over 
the fara,e ground^ and turn in the fame circle. The 

Englifli, 



Englifli, the Italian, and tnulic, which is fo much my 
delight, remaia far behind. They are talents ancj in- 
clinations which li> hidden un.lcr the afhes, but which 
I fhali know where to ftndLin oi-Jer to inftil them into 
my Eudora in proportiorlli die (^rows up. Order 
and peace in every rhing that furrounds me, in 
the matters entrufted to me, and among the perfons 
with whom I am connefted, added to the intereft of 
my child, of which, amid my various cares, I never 
lofe fijght ; thefe conftitute my bufmefs, and my plea- 
fure. This kind of Kfe would be "^em auftere, were 
not my hufband a man of great mem, whom I love 
with all my heart ; but, with this datum^ it is moft 
delightful. Tender friendfhip, and unbounded confi- 
dence, mark every inftant of it, keep an account of 
every thing,' and ftamp a value upon every thing, 
which nothing without them would have.. It is tlje 
life the mod favourable to the pradlicc of virtue, and 
to the fupport of all the inclinations and of all the 
purfuits that infure focial and individual happinefs in 
the ftateof fociety wherein we live. I am fenfible of 
its worth ; I congratulate myfelf on enjoying it, and 
exert my bed endeavours to make it laft. I pleafe 
myfelf with the hope that the world, on fome future 
day, will bear witnefs to my deferving what I once 
expreffed to M.. d'Ornay : * 

HeureuJJ^ la mere atten^i^^ . ^ 

^ipeut dire avdiit d^e&fiter ;* 
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"yaifak plus que, domi&r la vi^ 
MesfoiniPmit ofpris cu Praaner^. 

Ulx brother4iirkw» of an e^iCrcinely, genjic t^rav 
|)er, wdof great fiaifibility of nuncl* is, v^ry religi- 
ous alfo. 1 ifi?y« bint the fatisfaftioji of thinking his 
articles of faitb appear 9,% evident to me, a^ they feem 
to be to him i apid aS:oiatwar41ya$ becQines^the mo- 
ther of a family inthe country to 4o, wbofe aonduft 
ougkt to be edifying to <rery body aJ)ont tier- H^^v- 
iog beet^ very i^gjoug ki.my «arly youth, I am as 
vi:eU a^cjaaia.ted9th the fcri|^tjin:es9.and eyen with the 
church fetvice^^ ^a with the heathen pbilpfophisr^» ani 
^Mlingly avail myfelf of my facred ^riidition^, iirhich 
pleafes him. exccedia^y. Truths, the bent ^f my 
dilpofition, afid. the facility \withjwhich I conformto 
every thing that i$ agreeable to ^hers, whi|e, it is no 
"violation of honour or decqrum, makgs me what I 
ought to bq i^aktinrallry, and without thefn^aSleft effcHt, 
^K,eep <his effufion of confidence to yourfelf,, and do 
:not anfwer it, unlefs in fiich a ^ague way aa may fuic 
the fubjeS:. I: am flitl alone: my good myq? is at 
Lyons, whence he wMl no^ return till alter Saltern he 
writes that his eyes are getting better 4 and Lhave had 
^ a hdk affurance of it from hisfcryant, who came here 
to execute a few Gom0iiffion9>, and who is fince return- 

*"•■ . c\\ ' • " 
♦ Happy the tender toothy ^^^ can lay before flie expires, I 
have not only given life, my tkr«i We rendered it agreeaUe. . • 

ed 
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^b4«o %is*waft6r» You may jtstdgk by ^fc ^ffWiaift 
dF .^cRRdfliifs whether I ijeiiare in ybuts^ co wh^ I 
rruft fo# yarn fettbg a tfufe iraiae oa this teftimony of 

It ^wras. my imdition to hatte Ikid fometlring 6f drt 
academy, of Bieftiritoarthais^ aad of chat attrdfiire 
fyftem of trhymJftpy ^hich twgaigtt your attwidon 5 
tmt I have takeki ^t timfe i>f wHtmg to yoa ot^ of the 
internal that i^maiil^b€%W66ii^my YnornitigbuTiiiefsaiid 
diniier^^ I havebnly ten. minutes to dreft, which are 
pf ecifely as many as it g^eMrally takes me* . I unbrace 
you withall my hearti. 

Give me feme account of academic and fcientlfie 
matters j and more efpecially of your own oerfonati 
concerns.—- Oiice more adieu*. 



Mirch 26,^ 

TOtJR ftory of the g^firted iidfe puts me out oF 
alt patience ; it feems to me that tnfaie is not fo, and. 
ihsLt unfbrtuna^y perhaps, I could at i^aft mttt mto 
competition with aE the fliarp nofes in the utdvetfe... 
^t you. are quite fdent as ta> the porf^ait^ and the 
I.^^;^2/pr/rQbfetvatiohs which yotk hate made upon th€ 
fubjed. • W^at care I for yau|^ ffiUl in pfcyfio^ioA^^ , 
if it teach me notlring concernihg^ ifty own fac* ¥r 
Anfwer nie then< fpcak without difguift, and we wllk 
difpute afterwards, if we fire occafidft. Tou \trJtt ftttd i 
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Le M. an agreeable man, whom you wotild ^ 
pecbaps to poiTefe a little more enei^y ; and above all, 
a little more of that turn of riiind t,hat borders upon 
xnadnefsy and that does fuch wonders in his art. I 
'fliould be at no lofs to find excell^t means to juftify 
my delay in bringing yojj acquainted with him ; for 
in the point of \icw in which you exhibited yourfelf 
to me, I had reafon to fear it might look like importu- 
ni^y, if I made too /requait calls on your, atten- 
tion ; but fuppofing I- was in the wrpng in that 
refpeft, I freely confent to give you this fubjed of 
forgivenefs, byway of eftablifliing a perfeft equality 
between us. 



April 9. 

I WILL now confefs that I applaud your acquain- 
tance for riot chooftngio employ thcmfelves for any 
body but you, and hold nq? felf obliged to them for 
a&ing and thinking in that manner. I can eafily con- 
ceive that your excellent heart mak^jj^ you defire ftill 
greater means of being ufeful to your friends ; but 
you ought not to regret the want of thofe you do not 
poffefs. Your true friends have no occafion for proofs 
of ^tereft and power, to make them believe in the 
return of the tender friendfliip they have fworn to you. 
Thofe friends will always be greater gainers by your 
availing yourfelf of all the means that ftudy and phi- 
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lofophy furcMi for your perfonal improvement, than 
by the riaultipHcity of yeur connexions, and a fupeiior 
degree of influence. t)^not then go in fearch of 
dinners and ennui for tre fake of advantages, which 
it is eaiier to do without, than to be contented 
^with. If ever. you turn ypur mind to ambition, it 
will increafe wkh your fuccefs, and engrofs your 
whqle foul lo the very end of your career* But 
enough of moralizing.'* I am out of fpirits, however 
— my Eudora is not very well : her cold indeed does 
not increafe ; but her cough refembles the one that 
is the forerunner of the meafles : fhe is a little drowfy, 
and laft night appeared to me to have a fever. To-day 
I am to take advice. Her father is no better ; his 
cough is no longer relieved by expeftoration ; and he 
feels himfelf fluffed up, and ill at his eafe. May hea* 
ven" fend*' you better health ! Adieu ! — We embrace 
you with all our hearts. Say a thoufand kind things 
for us toM. Parault. 

t^ is not true that Eudora has been told not to love 
you a dozea years hence ; but only to hold her tongue 
about if 9 and let you find it out. 

\ < 

AprUao. 

I AM much more e^afy in regard to Eudora ; and 

iR^ithout daring to flatter myfelf fhe will efcape the 

prevailing^defeafes, I hope, in cafe fiie catches, ihe will 

•• get 
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get hit ova- Ihem. They propofe giving hfer a dofe 
of phyfic J but as I wiih to i^are i>er ihe aaufeom 
draughty vft zxt^ prefeat temporizk\g. The poor 
child is iadly altered ! Tou cflinot figure to yourfelf my 
regret at feeing fo tender a Uttle being forced already 
to fubmit to diigufting and racking remedies, k 
wofild £eem that medicine ought only to be calculated 
to relieve the infirmicies of agey or the 4^iolent dfjx)r* 
ders which our phyfical and moral excefles produce. 
But that amiable infancy ihould {land in need of a fal- 
lacious art, is a pervecfion of all order^ and a x^al 
fubjeA of bmentation^ Happy thofe who in fuch 
circumftaaces can find motives^ of confidence in a 
man of abilities !: There is not here a fingle phyfician 
on w^om I can venture ta depend., i have however 
fent for one ; and have got into a fine qparrel with a- 
aothen We are fo alarmed for what we love, that 
we are always feeking &>t opinions^ wiihoat daring 
to follow our own. — ^But let us return to. tbe acade* 
mieSy of which you have fent us fuch entertaining 
accounts* My good maa would wifli to know a great 
deal mofe of Quktre-mere^s Treatife upon Sheep, or 
rather of Berthollet^s upon Th^ Theory of Bleaching : 
I recollect it is the latter wbich> when fetting oflf he 
defired me to mention to you, ki order that you 
might communicate to» him all the information you 
poffefs, or may be able to procure, on the fobjefi* 
He affirms alio, yooh»ve faid nothing^concernrng tbe 
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oU^ and> fariaacebus feeds,, unlefs. that yo\i canaai dis- 
cover an^i^ grounds for a. fyfbsni'; 'nK»w//« talLmeugrm 
mauj with a tenor voice, bitSbt at all faiisfied;withfuc& 
a refult : he will have a:fyftem, even if it be brdughtv 
fK)m« the moon, like fo many other hypothefes. 

The weather is at laft grown milder ; bufldbnot 
r» recover, my ftrength ; and' if it were notforthei 
a&ivity of my mind, I 0iould bear a^great refem^- 
blmace toch|^ filk- worms, when they ar« about tc 
fpih t{idr cocoons^ and drag themfelves languidly * 
along/ h cannot difcover that I have any^panicu;- 
lar ailment, but always feel as- if I were much fei»- 
tigued ; and notwithftanding. my endeavours to pre- 
ferve' a* fprightly appearance^ laffitude announces 
itfelf V by drawing a^ hollow, circle round my eyes. If 
my Eiidora^ hotvever^ recover her health, and our ^ 

friend find himfelf the better for the country, the plea* 
fure- 1 fliairfeel at their welfare wiU n>ake me forget 
my own trifling complaint^. 

April 22, 

YOU-gav€'mea.fcolding in your Ihort epiftle which 
I received-yeffcef day ; and I cannot deny you might 
have fome reafqn^; but I. was fo taken up. with my > 
cbild^ and fo fatiguedin body and, mindj that perhaps 
I'wa&>not very^muolito hlatne. 

£ui>oRA) though better^ is not exa£Uy what I could 
vaih: ihe is fo^ivid, fa..-.Ldo: not Jaiow what,, that 

I 
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I am alarmed, without well knowing why. We have 
iftally iaind truly tfie fmaH-pox in our horrible houfe, 
where. we are obliged to have two lodgers, becaufe 
we arrf not able to fill it ottrfelves, although our fa- 
mily is tolerably large. We are here a hundred years 
behind Patis in building and fitting, up our houfes, at 
leaft as far as relates to the laying out of apjtrtments, 
and ftill more in the little matters of orij^ament : it 
would feem ihat we are quite as far behi^ ^yons, al- 
though we are only at the diftance of fiv^ leagues. 
True it is, that owing to iocal circumftances, wood, 
and all other carpenter's materials, are very dear in 
this little town, where the principal luxury is that of 
the table. At the houfe of every little citizen, who 
is at all above the common, more fumptuous repafts 
are given than in the richeft houfes at Amiens, and 
even than in many very fubftantial ones at Paris. 

Uncomfortable houfes, a luxurious table, ele- 
gant dreffes, and continual play, fometimes for large 
films ; fuch are the principal features of a town where 
all the houfes 'are flat-roofed, and where the fmall 
ftreets ferve as drains for the privies. On the other 
hand, the inhabitants are by no means ftupid : they 
fpeak pretty well,' without any prpvincial accent, and 
even without ufing incorreft expreflions. Their man- 
ners are alfo genteel and agreeable ; but they are a 
little, that is to fay, very deficient^ in information. 
Our counfellors are looked upon as very important 
pcrfonages ; our advocates are as proud as thofe of 

Paris, 



C »5i, ) 

Paris, and the attornies -are as great rogues ,here 
as every where elfe. In another refpeft, it is quitA 
the reverfe of Amiens: there the women are ge- 
nerally fuperior to the men j at Villefranche they 
are the contraryj, and in the women it Js that the 
ruft of the country is the moft perceptible. 

I DO not know why nor wherefore I have thus un- 
dertaken to do the honours of my adoptive country. 
I confider it as my own, and treat it accordingly, as 
you may perceive* 

La bl ANCHERtE thcrf has got his head above water 
again ? I faw the opening of his rooms advertized 
in the yournal de Paris. Why, by my faith, thefe 
mufeums are like the phoenix: they rife every year 
out of their own aflies. Were you at the fitting of 
the academy when the panegyric of Gebelin was pro- 
nounced ? Adieu !— Our males are ftill in the country, 
for which they find therafelves the better : one of 
them is to return immediately to the dpvecot : Heave 
you to guefs which« 



April 2 ft. 

THE poft does not fet off till to-morrow : I wrote 
to you yefterday : it is only nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and I have a thoufand things to do ; but I have 
received your agreeable chit-chat of twenty-fiith, and 
am fitting down to pay you in kind. I need very Uttle 
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provocation to induct me lo enter into this friendly 
frarfaire with tbdb I love. 

I HAV£ juil received accounts of the male part of 
our famiiy, hf one of the. vioerdrefferSy who brings 
us every Thurfday a provifion of butter, egga> ^ege« 
tables, &c. Are not thefe pretty things to put in a 
letter? but tkey are of great ufe in a £miily ; they 
recall rural oqc^pations to our minds, and in that 
point of view are very agree^le. My poor turtle- 
dove is quite frozen with the cold win4s thsit prevail; 
I fhall not lee Im, however, in a Slurry ; for his bro- 
ther is to return on Saturday to confefe jhe nuns, 
and he mud flay behind to fuperifiSend the operations 
^f the cellar. All our fervants are gone down, or 
rather, up there;' there 4s nothing but caps in the 
houfe, and only thmk of my fimplicity !~ I have not 
fent for a fingle beau to divert me. It is not becaufe 
there is any want of heaux;^in town i but they are not 
tempting^ The young men of this place are not 
agreeable ; and it is no wonder ; for the women do 
not underftand their bufinefe. Travels, and obferva- 
tion, are neceffary to give them a polifli ; and accord- 
ingly they return iiome moi^ amiable men; while 
the women remain in their corner, with their little 
airs and graces, by which nobody is irapofed upon. 

I BELIEVE my experience would be of great ufe to 
your Lavaterian knowledge, if I were to enlighten 
your obfervations oa the face which you are ftudy- 

ing 
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ihg:, and df -whicK the lips difpleafe you. . Nature hdi 
iiflade hei* good) and Has endowed her^ hot with itrit, 

' but \dth found fenfe : hier ficiilties ate not eH- 
largiedi or imptoved by ediititio^ } hbt tniift ^dd. 
expieift to find in her either Ideas ibove the cbrtt- 
mott; or tafte, or delicacy, 6t that exquilke leHfiM-' 
lity that prdceeds fironi ari brganiiiation jieculiarly 
happy, or from a wett-cuttivs^ed mind, iiddtothi^ 
on one hatld, that eile of maJinerft wliich a fcntf^- 
ledgeof the wotld generally conferi j, and oii ibe* - 
other, an incfinatbnr to conunahd, aiid tltt hal>i£ 6t 
doing fo, though" without knowihg how t6 ke^|>^ 
people ptroperly. Ih their places, ot; if you wJlf in ffeir 
ranks, and you have the key of every thing; . The fe- 
fult of all is a tolerably agreeable companiotil^ with^ 
whomr every one israt his eafe. ^ a woman truly eflima- 
ble,, becaufe hei? heart h perfeftly honeft> althoughr . 
fee i^ a little txaiiting m digiatry j-' smd a plerfen; 
wo^th* knowings* becaufe fherdoesrnoi exaffttoorntocH^^., 
and does juftice to herfclfc as^ wel^as to otheri^ 

. With thefe daf^ij ftudy and improve^. If wif were 
tisaking our obfervations together, I havi the m6rdeH?y- , 
to think my inlph^tion wobM affiflt your fcifencfe r. 

, the¥e are things^ \^hich you cannot get h^M of vbut by 
dHitof tabo^, and others, toiicerning Whifeh I:migJrt' 
fcty of yotv, 9ikA of altttoft all 6flier meii^ what- Glara; 
faid of Volttiar : « He might have f^allowed all^ PlSftS^t, 
and all Ariftotle,, without being able to divine.it/ ^ 
TjiE day before yefterday^ , Eudora took a dofe of . 

k^i;mes„ 
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kermes^ with a ftrong infufion burrage and fyrupof 
violets. Her cough is entirely gone ; but fhe cannot 
be faid to be entirely recovered ; ihe is as fuii of mis- 
chief as a monkey : my brow is knit like that of a 
pedant in a college, and I am quite hoarfe with fcold* 
ing her. I was juft now horribly fcapJalized ^t hear- 
ing the brat utter a great oath, and infilled, on know- 
ing where fhe picked it up : * I^ord, Mamma, Sainu 
Claude fays fo as. well as I./— Saint-Claude, one of 
qur fervants, is an honeft fellow, who takes care never 
to fwear ip my prefence ; but makes amends for it, I 
dare fay, when I am out of th^ way.. What adnu- 
Table aptitude ! 3h^ does not pafs an hour in a fort- 
night with th^ fervants ^ wx do I ever ftir a ftep with- 
out her, 

May 7, or 8. 

I SHOULD be very happy to have a little conver- 
fation with you, although your projefts* have.ftruck 
me dumb for feyeral days^ I am qow in great hafte ; 
and can only fay a few words, by way of announcing 
to you, that the Infpedor will write immediately, ia 
anfwer to feveral psq-tii^^ars of your letter* * 

I DARE not exprefs my ft^ntiments to you concem<p 
ing your intended voyage i for it would be impoffibl^ 
for my obfervations to be dilinterefted. ; With the 
itrongefl defire to talk the matter over like an. indiffe^ 

* I had been appointed naturalift ip attend La Peyrb^fe in his voy- 
age round the world. «• 

rent 
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rent perfcm, my Torrow, at the idea of fo long aft ab- 
fence, would be bufy unknown to me. 

If you had a nearer profpc6l* of promotion in your 
office, I fhould contend with advantage. You: have 
aftivity enough for the enterprife which tempts you ; 
but you have not that iron coniUtution which feconds 
the energy of the mind, and fits^ a man to. encounter 
the hardftiips of fuch a.vo3rage. linowwehave a 
right, even at the ri& of our lives, to run hazards, that 
may.havea fortunate event : it is a lottery, in whith 
fentiment hc^dsthe balance, and regulates reafon ; but 
friends have a diSer^it compafs to fleer by : theiir 
mind approves while their heaa-t is repugnant : they 
have nothing then to. do, Iput to be fdent. This is 
what we are reduced to, white weeping like children, 
whenever you are the fubjed of our converfation. 
Why does not content retain in the fame place, thofe 
whom fxiendfliipconneas faclofely with one another ? 
Eudora is better* Our friend Lanthenas deiired mis 
to fay a thoufand kind things for him : but he muft 
have writ tax to. you himf^lf iince he commiiQoned 
me to do £3.. 

Adieu ! — ^I have half a mind- to be aingry with you 
on account of the pain you give me : but the thing is 
not poffible ^ and fo I am fo]:ced to embrace you« 

May iS. 

AND I alfo take upon me to fend you plants :. 

not 
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not to make teperimenti in dying ; but to know rheit 
names ; and to give you an idea of the Fiora of this 
country. I am become groTsly ignorant on the fubjed : 
and have fo many things to* do, that I prefer your 
telling me wh^t they are, to fpending my time in look- 
ing for them tn books. The lichen, or mofs, 
in my little piircel, was gathered frpmtbe walls of a 
fountain, whither Eudora ofteti goes to reft herfelf^ 
and to drink the excellent water it contains. This 
fountain is called Belk-Roche, from the domain in 
ivhich it is fitui^ted i a domain, with a little chateau, 
in the po0effion of the dein of this chs^ter, with 
whom we pailed the whole x>f yefterday. The yellow 
Sower belongs to a thorny fiirub, very common in 
the woods round the town, and faid to. be good for 
cattllB when the thorns fall off,^ which happens by de^ 
grees as the &>wer fades away.^ The two o Aer little 
plants were formerly of m^ acquaintance ;: nor is any 
tfting more common in the woodsn I had them once 
at myjSngets ends; but have forgotten them, and 
Ibould like to know what they are, widunit being 
obliged to learn them over again : fo tell me quickly: 
their names, fumames^ clafs, genus, &er 

La Bl anch£RI£ then has opened his rooms when 
I am no bnger at Paris, and When I was going to 
Amiens farimente. As to the I^ article, it fignified 
little i but I am forry not to have feen thofe famous 
rooms before I removed to fuch a diftance.. Adieu ! 
— *Good night, or good moraiBg ^ I am in iai^e, and 
going away. 
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YESTERDAY evening, on coining home, we 
found your letter of the thirteenth ;• and althotigh 1 
have little time to fpare, and akhough you have ere 
this received one^ of ours, informing you of our pro- 
ceedings, and cotifequently accounting for our filence, 
I cannot refift the longing defire I feel to anfwer che 
kind expreffions of your anxious fiiendfliip. 

I LONG ago perceived the flacknefs of my coTfefJjon- 
dence, and been defirous of an opportunity of making 
amends, by writing with the leifure fo dear to fenfibiKty. 
Houfehold affairs, and occupations in the ftudy, have 
fo taken up my time, that my little excurfion was de- 
layed by fhem, notwithftanding the fpeed with which 
I hadened to bring them to a concbfion. Though 
we have been here fome days, time paffes away, as 
you know it does on a journey, when we have only a 
few minutes to ourfelves, which we endeavour to em- 
ploy to the bed advantage. 

We have taken up our abode in an apartment which 
my good friend hired for himfelf, and with which the 
whole of our little family can make fliift upon occafion- 
I have brought with me our Eudora, jthe maid, and a 
man fervant ; alid every thing goes on to our perfeft 
fatisfa^ion* We are in a haiidjTome houfe, and in a 
good quarter of the town^ quite clofe to the hotel of 
the Intend^nt (nntendancejy though very far fram our 
acquaintance; but the moil diflantof them lends us 

his 
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his carriage, of which I make as much ufe as I pleafe. 
I went yefterday to fee Mademoifelle St. Huberti m 
Dido, her favourite part, which I had never feen 
her play at Paris : I thought her fublime. Our 
friend has a great deal of bufmefs on his ha^ds : a 
compliment to the academy as an aflfociate ; another 
fitting at the agricultttfal fociety, to \rhich he alfo be- 
longs; profeffional cafes $ and information to be ob- 
tained for the continuation of his labours in the Ency- 
clopedia. If he were to (lay here three, months, he 
wooald find fufficient employment j and I could ftay 
as long without being tired . of the place. I have 
taken a matter for the forte-piano, and iludy mufic 
every morning, but little, it is true ; for vifits, din- 
ners, &c. engrofs a great part of my time. The 
other day I met M. yujjleu^ the younger, at his fifth's, 
whom I was vifiting, and whofe hufband has a very 
excellent cabinet of natural hiftory. 

EuDORA gave me foiiie uneafinefs yefterday. She 
feemed to have a flight attack of a fever '^ but is 
pretty well this morning. 

We fliall receive your Perfian traveller with a 
twofold intereft : if he bad only ,the recomenda- 
tion of having feen a great part of , the world, he 
would be welcome : what will he be as your 
friend ! 

Write us longer letter's. I had a thoufand things 
to fay to you about your laft revolution, which prevents 
our lofing you J, but it is precifely on the things 

of 
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of which the heart is the fujleft, that we keep filence, 
when we have not time to exprefs the whole of what 
we <feel. If you could aot, however, djjpne the 
greeted part of it, you would not defer ve an explana* 
tion. Believe me, of allt^ofe to whom you are dear, . 
nobody is more h^ppy than ourfelv^s at your being 
prefer ved from the great hazards, which we do not 
love to fee thofc perfons run, to whom we have, in a 
manner, attached our exiftence* 
. Adieu, my friend! — ^We embrace you with all 
the firanknefs, and all the unreferve-, of that taxder 
frierxdfhip which we have fworn to xftaintain to the end 
of our lives. 



, Vilkfranche, July 4. 

WE returned two days ago, and have been evex 
fmce in a great buftle. We are employed i;j a variety 
of things ; in letter-writing, and feveral others that 
have got a little into arrears, and in houfehold affairs, 
which call for my accuftomed vigilance, to fay nothing 
of thofe little troubles, of which every one in this 
world has his (hare. 

I AM far from enjoying that' agreeable tranquillity 
in which it is a pleafure to hold converfe with our 
friends, efpecially when they are in the difpofition 
and circumftance& you are in at prefent. I (hoiild 
wi(h to talk with you at. my. eafe,. concetning the ha- 
voL. 11. ' az ^ zardg 
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zards and the advatitageis of the tw6 fituations^ be- 
tween which you have mad^ a choiiie ; concerning the 
folly of oonfuming life in vain regtet, when we had 
good reafons for o?ur determination } and concerning 
the inanity of that gloi^y for which we wake fiich fa- 
crifices, which almofl always betrays u$> and never 
leads to repofe ; the end every on^.has in vi6% and 

S which he is only endeavouring, though generally to 
no purpofe, to render more comfortable. I fliould 
wHh to put into your head a few more grains of phi- 
lofophy, in exchange for that excefs of aftive heat, 
which produces good effefts, and great torments. I 
think all this, adminiftered by the kind hand of friend- 
fhip, might be of fome ufe to you, and certainly would 
be a very agreeable office to me ; but a thoufand things 
prefs on me together, and the tide of time carries me 
away. . / 

I ADD tQ this a flower with which I am unacquaint- 
ed, and which, for want of th'e Genera^ I cannot 
make out. It has eight (lamina ; the plant h herba- 
ceous, and fix inches high, more or lefs. The flow- 
ers proceed from the axilliz oi the leaves ; ate borne 
hy z^petiolus enlarged atthebafe, and grow up along 

the llalk, at the top of which they meet m a clufter. 

^ugufi 

HERE I am at laft, having befqre me the half 

hour it wants to diraier-time, and meaning to devote 

I • " ' that 
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ihat fpt<^ 1^ I^H^ to your lervice, that you 'may not 
repeat, ^It was well wprjth while fo retire into the 
xrountiry/ . „ 

Yc>^ flOpiiitJ^W} in the firft place, the day before 

y^A^rday I v^s dying,, yefterday I was in a languifli^ 

ittg (lat^, an4 to-day I am as g^ty as a Tark. 

. Ask me why ? I cannot tell ]; butib it is f an4 if any 

one will figure to himfelf a. cominual fucceflion of 

greaf aAivi^y, wd of extreme langour, he will have 

a coii^let^ idiea pf my health. My good man has 

tak^n to fpedacles, as, perhaps, I have already 

told you: his ey^s are better,, without being per- 

feftly weiU He has been bathing for fome days j 

but budnefs^ upon bufmefs comes, inceffantly t^ 

hatafs him y fometimes it i^ ilie blind and groping 

adminidration, buii4ing up with one hand, pulling 

down with the other, and always aiking for advice^ 

without ever taking it : fonaeiiiDes the academies^ 

to -which he muit addrefs fome elaborate compoli^ 

lion or other, at the time p^haps when leafl; ii^ 

clined ; fometimes^ it i^ a ufeful connexion ; fomep* 

times a friendly correfppndence which muft; be kept 

up ^h equal care.; ahd then the gr^t work ^ove 

ail, thecontinuation of the Encycbpedia, to which it 

is#)e€oine necefiary to return^ Ypu may expert in 

confecjutence to be tornjienied |ike a poor £oul iia,pur#- 

gatory- Heavy C0i|>plaints are alrea»dy wjade i3tf you, 

becaufe you. no longer fgeak to M. Audran; becaufe 

you appear to negleOi.himj.&c. Yiou.rauft.fee him, 

follov^ 
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follow him up, hurry him^get a great many things 
from him, urge liim for a great many more^ and fo 

. on. You have had memorandums of quedions con- 
cerning furs ; try to procure anfwers to them, and 
fend them to us ; for we are thinking in good eameft 
of that important work. Every wheel muft be 

, put in motion, every engine muft be fet to work, to 
coUeft and complete the materials: take your mca- 
fures accordingly ; join your love for the fciences to 
your friendly zeal, and ferve us, as you are fo well 
able to. do. ' 

I HAVE another thing to beg of you, Mr. Naturalift, 
Chemift, &c. and that is, that you will employ your 
talents for the good of mankind. You muft know 
that we have vipers in the Chfey and that a child of 
twelve years of age was lately bitten by one, and died 
in lefs than four-and-twenty hours. Find out a €eriain 
and eafy remedy, which we may always have at hand, 
and even carry about us. It will be rendering a fer- 
vice to the woild, and, perhaps, to your friends. 
On my firft vifit to this place, five years ago, we found 
in our own little domain, near the houfe, a viper which 
myjP.oland killed, even though he was without his 
durindand^ ; I have now a Euddra, who may flip away 
from me into the garden, and may meet with #at 
terriole reptile under thie grafs, in fome unfrequented 
walk. — Good heavens ! my heart fails me, and I de- 

♦ .The fword of the famous Orlando, who in French is called 
Roland.— Trottf. 

tell 
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teft the' Clo/e / It is very true, I affure ybtf : moie rea* 
fons than one put us out of humour with this gouiw 
try-houfe ; we have laid afifle the idea oFrebuild*^ 
ing it J and if you who know everything, ihould 
chance to hear: of a fnug bojc to be fold, with a 
gbod* garden, good water, a fine profpeft, and 
pleafant grounds about it, near Viliefranche, or 
on. the road •between this and Lyons, pray let us 
know, that we may make the purchafe* Now, is it 
not - a' fine piece of foHy to defire you td look out 
for fuch a thing ? It is becaufe, to our foriow, it is a 
thing very fcarce, and very hard to come at* 

So, poor Lanthenas is at iibisrty again ? We fhaTl 
fee hihi I hope ere Jong : I am heartily rejoiced at it* 
•My poor Eudora grows thin and waftes away, without 
'mykhb^mgto what to attribute it. I' fancied our 
•water was not good, and ferit to fi^tch f<5me front a 
'fountain without the town. I next fuppofed fee had 
worms, and gave her a verraifuge mixdd up with ho- 
ney, and afterwards lemon-j^ice and oil. They operate 
ed violently, without her voiding any worms, 'unle& 
fomething that looked like a fmallene, abdut which I 
Im not fure. Her tongue Js loaded, her breadi has 
a patient and bilious fmdl, het complexion is pale 
and wan, her eyes are hollow, and her flelh is flabby ; 
but fee is ftiil gay and lively, and very gentle and 
faint when in pain* This is her pr^fent ftate^ 
and this it is that torments me, and breaks my heart. 
While my uneafinefs on her account quite wears me 

out. 
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etst^ I am ttafcd and tormented by other cares ; a&d 
in the midft of all this^ I have fometini^ the cou« 
rage of a lion, and ibmcitimes I weep tike a child.— 
Adieu.-^I wHh you health* ftr^ngth, peace, and hap- 
pineft ; we embrace you with aU 4>ur hearty. 

' Augaft 8* 

I AM going. Sir,, to begin my day with you, by 
order of my lord and mafter, who gaire me your 
letter the moment I awok^ . It is ten o'clock however ^ 
but I bathftd at fevep, went to bed again", and enjoyed 
that found and refreihing fleep, which is, &> neceflary 
to health., i wa^ yefterday at a ball given by one of 
our lodgers, and danced two cotiEons. Take notice^ 
that it was the fyd time I had danced fince two years 
bffore my marri^e* I found that a reliih for 4ha^ 
agreeable exercjife U not fo fpeedily lofl ; and aotwith- 
fiandingjay nuktrpnplike age of one-and'-thirty, I was 
rather induced to w^thdtaw at midnight by prudence^ 
than by &tiety. 

I ]>o not know whut to make of the ftc^y you 
teU me of yoyr maj^ of a fuperior kind : do d 
know him, or do I not ? k appears to me hafdly 
poi&ble to receive his homage at my feet on the fir(t 
interyjew, if I have not beforehand foo^e noiien 
^f what he is. In good truth, ypu. havq no pity for 
a poor 'ruftlc^ whofe imagination naturally grows 
cold under the in&yepce of (?very thing; around berr 

I 



I dd fl6t tnezh that our couiiltry JacRes stfe- ihdtc 
fcrupulous^ than thofe of your great t6wn ; bat foi^ 
i»y part, I Aink our country gentlemefln ftupid $ 
and if I had not been already virtuoiis from habit 
and prinetple, I fh'ould have been made (o by dxf- 
guft, or the want of knowing how to better cftyi 
fdf. In fbber fadncfs, thei'e is nothing heref 
to make it worth while to lofe the honout off (fid 
field. Accordingly my habits arc formed, atldt 
your wonderful man will not make me citatigtt 
them : fo much tht >*rorfc fot him, if he is nt^tfatil;^ 
fied« But if he be a traveller, by the difigetiee, th^. 
notice you have given us will be ak6g6diei^ ufetdfe : 
that carriage does not Hop on th^road ; if 6ther«^^ 
lexpea to fee fome good fdrt of a main in ybut ow^ 
way. i ^ 

I SEND y6u a plant, which from its fir(i atppeat^itee 
I took for a kind of valerian ; but I think I cka dif* 
cover a fpecinc difference. It is very common here dtt 
the banks of a beautiful little river. Adieu I-^I 
have at this moment old father Renard by my fid^ 
He tells me his fon has feen ycki three times ; but y<Jtt 
arefobufy, tmR he is afraid of being tro^bleioilie. 
^Farewell ! Our bed wiflies attend you. 

AttgBft 19: 

WHILE you were dkmig with your lifie#afiy we 

were atdiiiner here wilh the widow' of a'tticadeiififcfati,. 

' and 
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and with counts and counteffes of the neighbourhood, 
as vr^\/acredz& profane ; for among them. was a can- 
onefs and a count of Lyons* : only thmk what holy 
perfonages ! I'he widow is the relid of the Count de 
Milly, and rejoices with reafon at her widowhood. — 
If you are not acquainted with her hiftory, - 1 will treat 
you with it on forae future day. We had. not tan in- 
terefting hortus Jiccus to vifit, like that which made 
you fo happy ; but we had officers with us, who were 
both polite and tolerably well informed, a thing too 
uncommon among military men, not to be veryagriee- 
able, and we concluded the day by taking a walk 
to a vogue : fuch is the name given here to certain 
feftivals, to celebrate which, the populace aflfemble 
in the country, and dance and drink in a meadow 
to their hearts' content. In one place are fiddles ; 
fifes in another, and a bagpipe in a third. Thofe 
who have no Jnftruments make amends with their 
voices i others fit under tents, and guzzle new wine 
as four as that of Surenne ; and fometimes the fair 
ladies make up a country dance. But to return to 
our own afiairs ; you are a perfed romancer : a great 
promifer of nothings ; you always ailR)unce people 
who never conie* It was well worth while to make 
my mouth water for a quiejbet t / Three times we have 

* The counts of Lyons cotfKituted a noble order of religious. — 
Tranf. 

f This 18 fome cant wordy neither in common ufe in France, nor 
to be found in a diftions^y. It is in intalics in the original French. — 
Tranf. 

already 
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already calculated, and waited Impatiently for the mo- 
ment, when, according to the notice you gave us, 
Ibme great perfonage was to arrive : nobody has yet 
appeared. I confole myfclf, however, for the non-ar- 
rival of the gallant you have found out for me, fince I 
have been informed ihat he is only fifteen : he would 
want tutoring, and I am not old enough to under- 
take his educatioii, or to feek my fortune among 
fchoolboys. I am not afraid, let me tell you, Sir, 
to encounter a connoifTeur. I wifh to heaven I had 
you in England : you would fall in love with all the 
women. I. was very near doing fo, although a wo- • 
man myfelf. They bear no refemblance to ours; 
and have in general that oval form of countenance 
which' Lavater commends. I am not at all furprifed 
that a man of fenfibility, who has feen the Englifli 
women, fliould feel a longing defife to vifit Penfylva- 
nia. Take my ^vord for it, that the individual who 
does not feel fome efteem for the Englifh, and a de- 
gree of afieftion mixed with admiration for their wo- 
men, is either a pitiful cdxcpmb, or an ignorant 
blockhead, who talks about what he does not under- 
ft'and. 

As to you. Sir, you zxe an impertinent fellow, 
and a coxcomb too; for I dhly fufpefted it to be v^fr- 
rian by its manner of grdwifig; but the very great 
fpecific differences convinced me it was another plant, 
and made me alk you the name. The inference may 
be eafiiy drawn. You are much nuftaken,* if frem 

VOL. II. 3 A this 
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tjiis fportive flyle you fuppofe me to be in good fpiritt.^ 
I am heartily vexed, as you will eafily believe when I 
add, that I am not to go into the country at all this 
year ; and that I ^aH fee no more of the Clofe *han 
yourfelf. The only difference is, that I fliall eat fome 
of the fruit ; but they muft he brought two long 
leagues ; their blooni will be gone off ; and, befidcs, 
they will not be gadiered by my own hands. 

I SHALL conclude with this lamentation, wiihbg 
you all joy and health. 

Anguft 27. 

THE poll does not fet off till the day after to-mor- 
row ; but I have a few moments of ieifure, and haften 
to tell you, that you hisive not the merit of being the 
firfl perfon from whom I heard of La Blancherie. I 
bad already been, told, that he was at Lyons, and 
from that moment 'made no •doubt but he was the man 
of whom you meaned to fpeak. I am, however, 
very glad to find that you did not mention Mademoi- 
felle Phlipon to him. His negligence appears to me 
the more excufable. How very modeji lam ! But what 
I have to tell you is, that La Blancherie having waited 
upon M. de Villers, the :4ir^6for of the academy of 
Lyons, in order to requeft he would take him to a 
fitting, that gentleman a&ed him, out of attention 
and politenefs, whether he fhould like' to become a 
member. « JV^/ faid La Blancherie, ^ lou^ht not U 
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belong to any academy. ^--^^ And why foi pray ?*^— ^ J?i^ 
caufe^ if I did^ IJhould be obliged to belong to all the aca^ 
demies^ m Europe.^ The grave M. de VUlers, who is 
poffeflfed of both energy and fpirit, contented himfelf 
with replying, ' You told me. Sir, that you were to 
dine with M.— — : you may beg him to condu^ 
you to the academy aMb.' — At a fitting of ours, I 
met two or three men of merit from Lyons, who all 
agreed in fscying,^ that La Blancherie is a moft unfuf- 
ferable cosfcomb. Betwe^ ourfelves, I was not 
much furprifed at hearing it; for ten years ago he 
feemed to have a turn that way, which fo great a 
length of time employed in intriguing in the world, 
cannot fail to have wonderfully improved^ 

Let us return to our academical fitting, which was 
very agreeably filled up, in the opinion of ev^y body 
prefent. I give you their teftimony, becaufe my own 
might appear fufpicibus to you, in two different points 
of view. In the firft place, my good man read a dif- 
courfe/that was much applauded, upon the influence of 
the cultivation of letters in the pHvinm^ compared with 
their influence^ in the capital. There was a good deal 
in it concerning the women-, which feyeral prefent 
had good reafon to apply ta themfelves, and they 
would tear my eyes out, perhaps^ if they imagmed I 
had any Ihare in the produ£tion^ 

The director entertained us with an account of the 
difcoveries of the prefent age ; and a ftranger very 
agreeably eisplained his opinion, that plants are' not 

deftitute 
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daftitute of &ntbneat» This author is a Swifs,. £ettled 
at Lyons, and a proteftant minifter. He is arrived 
from Ei^land, after taking a doctor's degree at Ox- 
ford, and is lately married to a young woman of 
eighteoni who is a native of Sedan, and whom he 
brought with him. We kept them wich us the day 
after the fitting, and became very intimate. A high 
vicar of Lyons, whom . we knew before, read fome 
pieces of excellent criticifm, tranflated from the Ger- 
man. The fecretary recited an epiftle in very plea- 
fing poetry, congratulating our friend on his return 
to his country, accompanied by a helpmate, of whom 
the poet fpoke as poets are accuftomed to do. It is 
pretty certain this did not tend to recommend me to 
the favour of the women. Not daring, however, to 
fay any thing againft it, they would fain have it in 
their power to criticife the difcourfe of an academi- 
cian, whofe wife was the fubjeO: of a public panegy- 
ric. But, unfortunately, although it contains fome 
fevere truths, that regard them, tht language is ex- 
ceedingly polite, and even elegant. 
/ Now for a word or two of your MefEeurs Ducis 
and Thomas, who are at Lyons, and who puff each 
other off like the two. afles in.the fable. The latter 
hi|S thought proper to print' fome poetry, addreffed to 
Jeannin, whom you know, and whom every body ri- 
dicules. In his verfes, the academician praifes the 
charlatan in the moft extravagant terms, and to make 
the matter more moving, has inferted an epifode 

about 
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about Duds, "who iti pafiing the mountains of Savoy 
in an old crazy carriage, was averfct, and frighted out 
of his wits. Thomas fees in bis brother academician 
the Sophocles of Fiance, whofc furious horfcs are 
dragging him along like Hyppolitiis, and dalhing 
his chariot to pieces* A country gentleman, tir- 
ed of this learned jargon, and lick of fuch fulfome 
flattery^ has anfwcred him in verfes which I inclofd, 
fincerely regretting that L cannot join in your opinion 
concerning my cpuntrymeft ; but if the judges of your 
Parnaffus make fuch blunders, how will yon defend the 
herd of our badauds* ? Independently of the bad fub- 
jeft chofen by Thomas, his verfes are not ev«n worthy 
of a writer of panegyric. - Thefe, hoWef er> are the . 
great men Who are to flrine on Tucfday at the public 
fitting at LyoQs, where one of tbeiii is Co read ^ canto 
of his Petreide i you will have an account of it fi:om 
La Blancherie, who is to return immediately, I do 
not imagine he has met with man^ fubfdribers at 
I-yons. 

October 12. 

WELL, my good friend ! how do you do ? It is a 
long time fince I wrote to you ; but the truth is, 
that for this month I have fcarcely taken up my 
pen. I verily believe I am inibibing fome of the 
inclinations of the beaft, whofe milk is reftoring . 

* The PaiifiMS are called hadaud^i in derifion as our Londoners 
ve called cockaeysi— 7rwi/I ^ ' 
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me to health. I am growing /i^nine by dint of at- 
tending to tlie little cares of a piggijh country Kfc. 
I am preferving pears, which will be delicious ; we 
are drying raifins and prunes \ are in the midd of 
a great waih, and getting up the linen ; make our 
breakfaft upon wine, and lie down upon the grafs to 
i^ the fumes of it go off; overlook-the people who are 
bufied in the vintage, and reft ourfelves in the woods 
and meadows \ knock down walnuts, and after gather- 
ing our ftock of fruit for the winter, fpread ic in the 
garrets. Heaven knows how we make the dodor 
work !— You make us kifs him ! Upon my word, you 
are a ftrange fort of creature* 

We were much entertained by the charming nar- 
rative you fent us. You ought, indeed, to be 
always moving abotit for the amufement of your 
friends, particularly that you may not forget to pay 
Ihem a vifit. 

Adieu !-«-*There is a talk about breakfafting, and 
going afterwards in a body to gather almonds. 

7he Clofey Oaobcr 15^. 

YOU fee I am ftill here, whither I came for 
a week, and where I fh'all probably make a flay 
of two months. Economical arrangements had 
guided us in our firfl refolution : our moral and phy- 
fical welfare make us change our minds. Our mo- 
ther, it is true, lives at as great an expence during 
our abfence, as if we were with her, and Grangers 

occupy 






occupy our places a,t table ; but what then ? X^e 
are here in the afyhim of peace and liberty ; we no 
longer hear a fcolding tongue going from morning 
to night ; nor do we any longer behold a forbidding 
countenance, in which a want of feeling and jea- 
loufy are depided by turns, and in which fpitc and 
anger were perceptible through the difguife of irony, 
/ whenever we meet with any fuccefs, or receive any 
marks of attention. We breathe a pure air, and can 
obey the diftates of friendfliip and confidence,* with-' 
out fearing to irritate by the manifeftation of thofe fen- 
timents,- a hard heart, which was never acquainted 
with them, and which hates to fee them in others. In 
a word, we (^an be bufy, we can employ ourfelves, or. 
pafs our time in'foft dalliance, without the difagreea- 
ble affurance, that whatever we do: will be blamed, 
criticifed, mifconftrued, &c. 

These advantages are certainly worth a pecuniary 
facrifice. !t is impoffible, howevjer, to make fuch a 
bargain all the year round, without an abfolute rup- 
ture; andfortliat purpofeitwas not worth while to 
meet. Well ! have I told you enough this time ? Do 
you believe I am ftill your friend ? You may alfo4>e- 
lieve, though I have the fame affeftion for you as 
ever, I fhould never have fpoken to you, nor to any 
one elfe, of my hufband's mother, if he had not 
done fo before. To confefs the truth, however, 
thefe forrows, which affeded me fo powerfully during 
the firfl two or three months, now appear intei^ly 

more 
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more fupportable : I know how to eftinnfelbeiii 
in a more rational manner. As long as it w§q|M&bIe 
to retain any hope of finding a heart among the 
whimficalities of the moft extraordinary difpofition. 
I tormented myfelf in endeavouring to gain her 
fevoor, and was diftreffed beyond meafure at my 
want of fuccefs* Now that I fee in a proper point 
of view, a felfifh and fantaftical being, who is go- 
verned folely by the fpirit of contradiSion, who 
never enjoyed any ' thing but the pleafure of tor- 
menting others by her ^ caprices, who triumphs at 
the death of two children, virhofe fouls Ihe fteeped 
in bitternefs, who would fmile at that of all of us, 
and who fcarcely t;akes any pains to conceal her 
fentiments, I feel ray affliftion converted into in- 
difFerence, and almoft into pity ; and my fits of in- 
dignation and hatred are become fhort and unfre- 
quent. Every thing confidered, it was, neverthelefs, 
wife to come and to ftay here : the health <>£ our 
child requires it more urgently than we imagined 
before our arrival. You will alfo believe, my good 
friend, we cannot poffefs great bleffings without pur- 
chafing them at the expenceof a few troubles. This 
aether world would^be a perfed paradife, if with a 
feufband fuch and fo dear to me, as mine, I had no- 
thing elfe but fubjefts of fatisfaftion. 

December 1. 

1 HAVE received your epiftles, and make a jeft 

of 
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of your morality : you might go farbefore you would 
find any one \^ho ftandsXo little in need of it aa I do. 
I (hafl ta.ke yoiir letters trr Lyons, whither I am going 
to-morrow with Eudota, and a man fervant, without 
a maid, becaufe I am to make but ar fhortftay, and 
becaufe my little apartmpnt yill be fufEciently filled by 
the do£tor and my hulband who have already inhabit- 
ed it a fortnight. You may tell the excellent M, 
Paraiilt, with my beft compliment^," this fame doftor 
will call here again before he makes his entry into the 
capital : he mufl confequemly wait with patience till 
next year. 

You alkme, why I have nb^iwritten you long let- 
ters for fome time. I will anfwcr you with a franknefs 
equal to your own : in the firftplace, I have not had 
time ; but perhaps I fliould have found it, if I had 
not thought 1 perceived my letters were a iittfc lefs in- 
terefting to you t*hai^ formerly. I will not tell you 
what this idea is founded upon, for I do not know : 
it is not a judgment, but a fentiment. It h indeed fo 
internal, that I prefu:ne, in refleding on it, you are 
not fenfible yourfelf of any change. The alteration 
in you, however, is not great, fmce you notice my 
filence ; and I rejoice at if. If you hjd been a wo- 
man, I ftiouU already have made you tx>mt friendly 
reproaches ; but without knowin(T why or wherefore, 
I do hot feel myfelf at all indulgently inclined towards 
you male creatures ; and when I cannot believe in a 
warmth of affedioRj and in a kindnelij ;;! at leaft 
VOL. II. 'I 3 B j^ "" I e^ual 
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equal to ?ny own, ray fentimcatB concentrate them* 
felves, and I hold my tongue as a thing of courfe. 
FjeHi^ps this will appear to you to be rather haughty 
than generous, and not confi^lent with the franknefs 
of fri^d(bip. i caimot account for it ; but fo it is. 
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WHY, how now, my good friend ! you are ia a 
terrible paflion ? will you be pleafed to tell me why ? 
You men ate whimficai creatures: you clamout dread- 
fully whenever you are told the truth, and at laft con- 
fefs that it is fully proved. 

Have I fcolded ypu ? Ifave I made any complaint ? 
1 ventured an obfervation, which you confefs to be 
well founded $ and it 19 for that you are difpofed to 
quarrel with me,—// ism more poffibk for tbe moral 
?nan to remain shoays the fame ^ than for thepbjjical man 
7iQt U tf//^r.— This is your anfwer, and the refuh of 
your examinatioii : why, who contefts eitjier the fafl 
or the principled / had laid dowtfi the firft, as my own 
notion", yott make a maxtni of it. AH this comes to 
the fame thing ; nor can I any longer underfland 
your inclinatiiii to reproach me, or your idea that I 
have deferved it, j|k 

Am I then fo much to be blamed for the acute- 
nefs and juftnefs of my feelings, and for having toM 
you frankly \ibat they enabled me to perceive? 
You wouU, perhaps, have w^d me to «iter 

into 
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mto zn^j and doleful hmientaticfiitV kik tb^ rtidOt 
tkat couM happen in % certain* ]tmA of c on n ex i o n } 
bfit ia a friendflxif) Kkie otsrsr^ tKe tone and cdhsnir 
may be #tore or iefs' %elyy and the natari?^ of the 
thing remain for ever <he feima We Ihalb always 
find in ovhr difpoiitimi and way of tMnkin^ the iahie 
reafons foi recij^rocat efleefn^ andrarour ihclmatbnsf 
an^ idea» we fkaii ever hiav6 the fame points of cdntad, 
and the&me bond? of union : there k thed a^ degree 
<^ confidence aiid Idndnd'ii which viiH heceffarHy fbb^ 
fift withotrt iteration* There' reihatflfSy for ;rartety^^ 
the greater or fmailer degree of attradionf eagernefsy 
and pleafure, incoitiVatin^that frtendiHip : inrtht^fe- 
fpe£t the field is tride and opeir/ Ifoit wifcf e flaine co^. + 
lour laft year ; you are noV of «r fihoky grey y while 
I, who never funrhrfa extrcmesv prefervii a pretty re- 
gular hue, and aiawitne&toyottrofciilatioiiS'witlKHM^ 
coniidering thenk ae ftraojge; 

Tkak<iph> ahd firici^edfrieiidfiiip bas^ a point of ftip* 
port ow whith the ttalancfc ever refts. The paffions,> 
at on^e delightftil and crueh tran^oit us oilt of our- 
felves, and at laft defert us } but flniienty of foiri,>ahd^ 
propriety of cbndv^y the ebnfideilce of a true aiid^feeK- 
ihg heart, the mbdi^ration of a welbregulated^ temper^ 
with good ami' fisdd principles f thefe are the thmgtr 
diatmfure the contk^ance ot a connexion^ whatever 
alteration it may feem^to fiiffer. Thefe,^ mjf wcwfli^ 
friendly afiurie you that ydu will find^me evei theikoie*- 
No (feubt as wtfd and" mother fixed^ to' appoint, and 

fatisfied. 
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fatisfied v^ith thofe happy titles, it is more eafy for n)e 
to preferve an equability in my intercourfe with -my 
friends, than it can be JFor you,' whofe unfettied (itna- 
tion muft occaiion a flu&uation in your affedions : 
accordmgly I make a due allowance for eflFe^sand 
caufes, and, at the fame time that I am fenfible of 
your variations, continue to be your friend. 
. By the way, I cannot help laughing at my fimpli- 
city in making fo particular an anfwer to a man, who, 
fince he wrote his letter, has been thinking of fo many 
other things, thathe does not, perhaps, even know 
what I mean. 

However that may be, I muft requcfl you to do 
me a piece of fervice with all conyenient fpeed : the 
matter in queftion is as follows : 

A MAK of excellent fenfe, whom I particularly 
efteem, has undertaken to deliver a funeral oration on 
the Duke of Orleans ; but does not know very well 
what to fay, any more than myfqlf. It therefore be- 
comes neceffary to colled fads and anecdotes, to come 
at the public opinion, to know fomething, in fbort, 
of the habits of that prince,, that may ferve to give an 
idea of his way of life, both in the world, and in his 
own family — fomething that may be brought forward 
that will furnifli the- means of drawing inferences, 
and admit of embellifliment. Your acquaintance is 
fuf&ciently extenfive to enable you to pick up fome ma* 
terials. Try what you can do, and fend me the rc- 
fult : you can eafily perceive what I virant. I know. 

your 
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your aftivicy is [great, and I depend on your fidemily' 
exertions* .. .j^ , :- 

My good man is returned to Lyons; whence he- 
IS to fend me your letter which he topk^for btmfdf, 
and to which he requefts me to fay in anfwer, that be 

does not dread any one* s reading 'what be writes to bis 
friends ; that he well knows peQpkof great fen/ibility are 
fufpicious^ uncompliant^ and fometimes even cruel ; that. 

at bottom^ however^ they, are well worth other folks ; 

that you are very much<^ thai JiUmp^ as well as him-' 
felf f and it js^ no doubt ^ on-fhataccount he Iqves you. 

If by chance he be in the right, and if your letter. 

which 1 take to.be an anfwer to mine, prove entirely 

for him, you will not fail to he^r of it in pretty plain 

terms. 

Villefranche, Jan; 24, 1786. 

WHAT are we to think, my good friend, of your 
fate, and of our own ? I mean of the changes that 
ere this have taken place in your department, . and of 
the little hafte you are in to inform us of them, as' far 
as you are perfonally concerned. Do you fuppofe we 
no longer feel fufficiently intereftedjii that refpeft, to 
look upon you as bound to fend usJuch information? 
On what can an error fo injurious to our.friendlhip 
be founded ? I cannot, indeed, believe it exifts. But 
how are we to account for your filence ? Afluredly» 
after what you have already intimated to us, you muft 

have 
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lutte known for ibme thhe, what yon ha^t to txpefk 
from changes, m which your intereft could not hue be 
ai Rake* 

y mf thiog tiUpleifsrnt \^^t ttitAtstA froib them, 
why tove yod m>t HAbofomed youaffelf to your firiendb ? 
If iNtt, as I am more iiidmei to perfuade tbyfdFy 
how have yoti> bad ihe heart to leave us fo loftg m 

1*1 a vord, what ev<^ may have harppened, and how- 
eter you m»y bey ^i^ to us; and do not reduce n^ t6 
the p:a^ul neceffity of inquiring into the caufe of a 
t^^t^t whi^h^ ftii^ndfllip ^miot bro<>k. 

WHPfiN you ha^^ made us eafy pt^ your oWft adcdu«l^ 
fend if$ Aews of ^hat ii^ p^mg k^ Ibe capM, a&d of 
the Cardinal, of whom in the country we no loAger 
know what to think. I mufl: once more remind you 
cf the notes concerning the Duke of Orleans whofe 
funeral oration is expeded with impatience, while the 
^{hot^ in' hi«l tiirtt^, kiipatienifly etftdit^^ infofttia- 
lien* yi3tt aire taiStod* 

£u]M>ftA pem^ toteyabty faft, atfc^^Su:^ Ifo^ i^Ar 
Her latlMr \% tt thi^ mortient' v«i-d iKiiieb' es^aga^. 
We all embt^Lte yott^ aild^ e^ile(^iy bftg ^6tM will 
lend m accouttr of yd^ fitbatk^, 6^ ydtiifelf,- ci 
yourfelf agam^, amd' of yburf^tf abova rfv^ry (lAwg. 
Adieit t-— Do rtot fbl^et f^eiids whof* tetop* of 
Hiind, arid fitbatioti, make tHem^v^ry uiilifcel^ fo 
chaj^e the feritimeiife they have (dV fbf ydtf fo 
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THIS Paris Is an abyfs, iij which it feems to VM 
friendftiip itfelf and remembrance are fwanpw^4 UJN 
We hear no more of you, than if you were 4^4^ 
Even to the very dodlor, whp is obftinafely filent iifo t 
I fee plainly the capital fpoils yoxt all. Well, go on 
in youT own way ; and only anfwer when ypu ^rc 
^oken to ; for that appears tp me (o be all you arc 
capable of at prefent. 

In the midft of your bufinefs and your amufc* 
Hients, in the midft of your changes of adminiftra* 
tion, court intrigues, academical cabals, fgientific 
difcoveries, and learned trifles, (hall I venture to en« 
Certain you with an account of our pl^s^fure^ i That 
would be playing the ruftic with a venges^nce ! We 
dance, fing, eat, and drink here, however^ as welt 
as in town ; but inftead of entering the Ufts of argu-i 
ment againft all ^chall^n^ers, we only reafon m the 
ftudy, by way of diverfion^ 

1 WILL not tell you thiit we ftill love you, before I 
know whether you are worthy of our affe^on i I poll-* 
pone doing fo to my n^i^t* 

February J. 

WHY, «ppa my word, you begin to 1^ «4lfyt«g: 
4 n^^xi vhq pi9v^ a tiwg ^Q^tainly d^f^^vwfoiae con* 

fideratioa 
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fidcration. But a penitent! — that does not found 
well ; and really, though I am ferry to fay it, you 
have very much the air of one. However, in the 
inidfl: '^ of your grave and ccnfor-like ftyle, a certain 
fomething is perceptible, which looks like fpite and 
malice, and renders you a little more amiable. For 
this once then let every thing be forgotten, and let us 
tonverfe like reafonable people. 

I AM very glad you are reading De Lolme, ^nd I 
think that he muft pleafe you much, efpecially confi- 
dcring theobjeOis of comparifon you havechofen. 

But do you know tliat Maffachuffets is a very bar- 
barous name, and that a man of fafliion was never 
known to utter fuch a wor4 when faying foft things to 
one of the fair fex ? I have heard of a lady who was 
fo fliocked at the found of Tranfylvania, which was 
quite new to her, that fhe defired the impertinent fel- 
low who pronounced it to leave the room. As to me 
lam fo good-natured, and am fo pleafed at your not 
knowing what to fay, that I forgive you every thing 
dfe. 

Tou wiffi me to give you fome account of Eudora, 
who grows tall, reads fluently> recites verfes of my 
Cbmpofition to her father, blulhes up to the eyes, 
coaxes and wheedles as cunningly as if (lie were alrea- 
dy ten years of age — ^but I muft not tell you every thing 
either. I (hall therefore conclude by confeffing, that 
being (till a cockney (badaude)^ I cannot help feeling 
myfelf concerned in the welfare of the inhabitants of 

your 
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your great town, and that I fometimes love you in 
fpite pf every thing. 



March 17. 

WE never feel more ftrongly that we are your 
friends, than at the moments when you are afflifted. 
The little- you have told me, makes me uneafy. ^ou 
fpeak of badnews, but without unbofomjng yourfelf ; 
you are in bOT Kealtb- and in bad fpirits, and you con- 
tent yourfelf with faying (o, without giving way, I will ' 
not fay to confidence only, but to theeffufidns of friend-. 
fhip. Do you no longer then think of ours ? Is it 
no longer dear to yoii ? The tone of indifference 
in which you write, is • calculated to give us pain, 
at the fame time that we are tormented by your 
affliftion. 

Write, and explain yourfelf : we Ihall be uneafy 
till we have further accounts- from you, and are 
waiting for them with impatience. I only write 
to requeft that we may hear from you. Our frieBpi 
is juft come in, after getting tolerably wet—Believe 
me, you occupy the thoughts of us all. Adieu, my 
good friend ! recline yourfelf fometimes on the bofom 
of that friendfhip which has united the whole of us 
for ever. We embrace you with more tendernefs than' 
I can find words to exprefs. . 
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May 3. 



THE refemblance between us is but fmall ; for I 
am going to love you a little more than ever ; my 
good man is fet off, and every thing about him is be« 
come more interefting in my eyes. He will foon be in 
your prefetice ; you will fee him ; you will renew the 
compad of a facred friendflup ; imagination will bring 
me into the midft of you, and I fliall parddpate in your 
affeftions.' 

To-DAY, or to-morrow week, the well-beloved of 
my heart will arrive in your capital. On his way 
he is to pafs a few days at l'£]^e and Ldngpont. Let 
Bie hear of his welfere, and your own : you will of- 
ten hear from me ; and I truft that you will take as 
much pleafure as formerly in promoting, andiii partak- 
ing of our correfpondence. 

I AM to go next week into the country with my 
Eudora, who is dill thin and weak, though advancing 
fad towards convalefcence. I intend to pafs the 
vAole of my widowhood at the Clofe.--At is in the midft 
of fields, and by means of the charming fpeftaclc of 
nature, I fliall fupport the abfence of him who ren- 
ders them more dear to me. You, who inhabit a 
great town, and many others befides, will perhaps 
coniider thefe ideas, and thefc fentiments, as only fit 
for ruftics, or for books ; nor are they lefs ftrangc 
in our little country towns, ihm in your capital. I 
believe, indeed, that corruption is ftill greater in the 

former. 
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former, where every little paflion is mceffantly fer- 
menting, axid produces its baneful effe&s without any 
compenfation? The only advantage a fmail town 
has over a great one is, that we can get fooner out of 
it, and may be every day in the fields. Adieu ! — While 
I am moralizing, the clock is flriking twelve ; my 
mother is fcolding, and ordering the cloth to be laid, 
the fervants are hurrying about, and the child cries : 
whether inclined to eat or not, I muft fit down to 
table. , ' 

Adieu !— I long to hear that you and my good 
man have met : mind, beforehand, that I join in your 
embraces* 



Clos.la P^atier, May 12. 

IN good truth, you are no better than a cameleon, 

or fomething worfe. You begin your letter in the 

ftyle of 2c mountebank ; you proceed like a man of y^- 

Jibilityy and conclude like a rake. Tell me, in which 

part it is that Nature fhowjS herfelf ? 

I SHOULD like much to. prove to you that my 
dbubts are well founded j but I am not difpofed to 
enter into an argument, i would 'only wifli you to 
know thac I fhallnot hold myfelf obliged to you for 
my hufband's conftancy j and that if he were only to 
difcover half afcruple of fickl§nefs, I fhould lay the 
blame upon you* Learn then, in future, to employ 
more cunning and duplicity in your nefarious projefts. 

You 
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You have the air of a mere fchoolboy, or a merry- 
andrew ; and though lam no more than a plain coun- 
trv-woman^ I tould buy and fell a hundred fuch as 
you, if I chofe to give myfelf the trouble. It becomes 
you admirably to fay that he ought no longer to love 
me : believe vmh it would become you better to con- 
fefs that you have forgot me ; for he will do nothing 
but what is written above, as pious people fay. As to 
us women, the cafe is different — ^but the rain is over, a 
gleam of funftiine attrafts me, and you muft not be 
angry with the fun, if his attraftive force is more 
powerful than your own. I lay'down my pen, wifh 
you a good night, and am going to breathe a little 
frefh air upon-the terrace* Adieui 

May 30. 

IN good faith, let it be to either one or the other, 
you may go alone : I am content with the man you 
know, hold the devil in great contempt, and hardly 
believe in God : but a woman cannot write the re- 
mainder bf my thoughts* 

It is very fine, indeed, to aflc me whether I love 
you : pray, is that any bufinefs of yx>urs ? It would 
be almoft neceffary for me to fee you,' in order to make 
you a pertinent anfwer j f6r all truths are not fit to be 
told ; and if I had continued to beftow my affeftion 
upon you, infpitebf yi)ur being grown a little of a 
profligate, female dignity would not have allowed mc 

to 
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to acknowledge it. Confefs your peccadilloes to me, 
if you can find courage enough, and then I will tell 
you my fecfet. In the mean time, I feel myfelf much 
obliged to him, whoever he may be, who promotes 
my correfpondence with my hufband, and I wilh that 
he may find fomebody to do him the faipe good offiise 
with an objeft worthy of his beft afFeftion. 

As to me, 1 do not fend you to any body, for I 
believe that you laugh as much at our God, either alone, 
or preceded by an -^*, as zt the GoiJ'damn of our 
neighbours. 

I HOPE that my letter will not find you in Spain, 
and that you have no rcafoii to be afraid of broiKng^ 

* T 

June 2* 

UPON my word, I am quite at a lofs what to think. 
You havfe not then received the fermon I preached to 
my hufband concerning his mode of travelling ? You 
haVe not then received what I wrote in anfwer to the 
pretty billet, which you concluded by fending me to 
God, or to the devil ? ' . 

Well ! 1 muft return to the latter to tell you, 
that as often as I am walking in peaceful meditation, 
in the midft of fome rural fcene, of which I relilh the 
beauties, it feems delightful to me to owe the bleflings 
I enjoy to a fupreme intelligence j at fuch times I 

* This appears to be an alluConto the valedidlloxi} Jiftm. 

believe 
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believe and adore. It is only in the duft of the clofet^ 
in poring over books, or in the buftle of the world, 
while breathing the corruption of mankind, that 
thefe fentimenis die away, and that a fombre fort of 
reafon arifes enveloped with the clouds of doubt, and 
the deftruftive vapours of incredulity. How fond we 
grow of Roffeau ! how much wifdom and truth do 
we difcover in. his works, when we have nature'and 
him for eur fole companions ! 

I BID you adieu then, in expedation of the obfer- 
vations, which you prpmife in the firft line, and 
which in the fecond you fay, you have not time enough 
to makCir 

• Villefranclie, Sunday, July 9» 

I HAVE faen our good friend : we are met again y 
;;md I am determined he fhall go no more journies 
without me. He was with nae in the country, when I 
received your laft letter, the particulars of which I 
cannot anfwer, becai^fe I left it behind me at the 
Clofe. I will only tell you, that it gave me great 
pleafure, notwithftanding the greater pleafure which 
feemed to eclipfe ^ery other — rthe pleafure of feeing 
my turtle-dove reftored to me^ 

Your ftory of the beehives is a very fine gafconade. 
I inquired after your lofs, and your forrows ; and at 
firft you did not underftand what I meant, and then 
you laughed in my face; Whenever you come again 

with 
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V 

With your pitiful tales^, I fhall take itjor granted^ that 
you kre laughing at ruftics. 

Adieu ! — Let us hear from you, and believe us 
ever and unalterably your friends* . 

Auguft 1 8. 

OH ! a great deal worfe than giddy why, you 

are inconfiderate, impertinent — I know not what.— • 
How is it poffible that you can ever expeft me to par- 
don you, for having made me lofe my time in copying 
the mod tirefoifie things in the world ? Copy !— -copy I 
— ^I copy ! why, it is a degradation, a profanation ; 
it is finning againft all the laws of tafte. It become^ 
you well, after this, to go fnufEng th6 wind^ and 
llrutting along ; you, an interloper in the capital^ 
whence I carried away a great part of what was good 
for any thing. Do not you know that I have upon my 
toilet both pens and journals, and, moreover, verfes 
to Iris ; that I can talk of my country-houfe, of my 
domeftics, and of the ftupidity of the town at this 
time of the year ; that I can pronounce fentencc upon 
new books, fall in Jove with a work upon the report 
of the editor of the Journal of Paris, pay vifits, talk 
nonfenfe, liften to the fame, and fo on ? Is not that 
the utmoft effort of the wit and art of the elegant 
women in the great world ? 

Go your ways youpg gentleman, you are not clever 
enough as yet ioxzperjtjia^ej nor impudent enough 

for 
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fbr fafhionable airs and graces. You have not even 
levity enough to etfcourage an experienced woman to 
undertake your education, without a rifk of expofing 
herfelf. Go your ways, pick up infeds, difpute 
with the learned about a fnairs horns, or the colour 
of a beetle's wings j but as to the ladies, all you are 
good for is, to give Ihem the vapours. 

I AM much obliged to the amiable family of the 
Audrans for their remembrance ; tell them fo when 
you fee them, and fay a thoufand kind things in my 
liame* 

Villefranche, Nov. lo. 

ALSO by my fire-fide ; but.at eleven in the morn- 
ing, after a quiet night, ^nd the various cares of the 
morning, my hufband at his defk, my girl knitting, 
and I chatting with the former, fcverlooking the latter's 
work, enjoying niy warm and comfortable -liluation, 
in the mid ft of my d^ar little family, and writing to a 
friend, while the fnow is falling upon^o many wretch- 
ed beings, overwhelmed with poverty and affiiftion, I 
compaffionate their miferable fate ; ^I revert with plea- 
fure to my own, and *at this moment make no account 
of the unpleafant connexions and circumftimces that 
fometimes feem to detraO: from my felicity. I rejoice 
at being reftored to my accuftomed way of life. 
We have had at our houfe thefe two months 
a charming woman, whofe beautiful profile, and 

pointed 
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pointed nofey Tvould make you f«U in love at firft 
fight. She was the caufe of going a good deal 
abroad, and receiving company at borne; and was mi^oh 
carreffed by every body here. We intermingled 
this diflipated life with peaceful day? pafjfed in the 
country, and what was ftill better^ with agraeable 
evenings, employed in reading o^t to one another, 
and in converfing upon the fiibjefts fuggefted 
by our books. At length it is neceffary to ye- 
turn to our accuftomed way of life. We ' are alone, 
and I am delighted at finding myfelf in tho Htlle circle 
neareft the centre : fo much fo, that in fpite of prefBng 
felicitations, and almoft an engagement to pafs a part 
of the winter at Lyons, I have taken the refolution of 
not quitting the dovecot : my good man, however, 
cannot do otberwlfe than vifit the principal town of 
his department, and make a confiderable ft ay there : 
but I fhall let him go alone, to cultivate our connec- 
tions, follow his adminiftrative bufmefs, and amuie 
himfelf at the academy. I Ihall confine myfelf to my 
folitude for the whole of the winter, and fhall only 
leave it when the fine weather fets in, in order to fpread 
my wings in the beams of the vernal fun. I fmiled 
at the conclufions you draw concerning what muft ne- 
eeffariiy have been thought of me, and what may be 
expeded, as to gaming and vifiting ; and faid to my- 
felf. This is the way in which our natural philofo- 
phers, 'fihyinifts, and all the reft of our learned men, 
rcafon. They fet off from daia^ of which they neither 
VOL. lit 3 ^^ know 
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know the caufe, nor the conneaion^ fu-pply the de- 
ficiency by conjeSure ; varnifhover the whole with a 
jargon of fine words, and gravely give the felfeft re- 
fiilts in the world, as they were palpable truths. 

Because upon a ftranger's account I went into fo- 
ciety, where any one fnight have feen that I made as 
good a figure as my neighbours, and have judged that 
I muft be very fond of home to remain there alone, 
while qualified ii^on occafion to receive company, and to 
do the honours of, my houfe, Mr. Philofopher muft 
needs take upon him to <lecide, that I have determined 
to live like other country ladles, «always from home, 
and for ever at the card-uble. 

Because I am aftoniAed that the child of a man 
of feeling, and of a good-natured woman, ihould be 
of fo obftinate a temper as only to be overcome by 
harfii meafures, and becaufe I regret the feverity I am 
oMiged to afiume in order to make her bend beneath 
the yoke of neceffity, this wonderful reafbner imme- 
diately concludes that I have caught the contagion, 
and that ray daughter will foon have an iron collar 
round her neck, and a clog to her leg. Poor young 
man ! if you fucceed no better in you'r ftudies, I pity 
you for lofing fo much time. If you had beca with 
me thefe three months, you would have come at a 
knowledge qf more truths perhaps, than you will 
difcover for a long while to come. In the firft place, 
you would have become acquainted with all the people 
of note in a country town } I ihould have ailifted ycu 

in 
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in judging of the difpofition,^nclinations, talents, and 
pretenfions of every individual ; of the relation of each 
to all the reft, and of one to istnother j of their plans, 
dudes, and jpaffions ; of the public and private opera- 
tions of the latter; of their influence upon important 
meafures, and upon aftions the moft inlignificant ; 
of the refult of all thefe things in regard to general 
manners, and thofe of private families, &c. It would 
have been a much more complete courfe of philofo- 
phy, ethics, and even? of politics^ than what you will 
hm able to make up, in whole years, from your inco- 
herent and fcattered obfervations. - Fisom thence I 
ihould have carried you to the country, in company 
with an Italian^ lady, ful> of fire, wit,, graces, and 
talents, and joining to all thefe good, qualities, a 
found judgment, a confiderable portion of knowledge, 
and an excellent heart ; with a Gverman lady, gentle 
by nature^ rendered grave by a^ republican education, 
(imple in. her manners, and combining great good 
nature with very uncondmon information y and with 
a man of a referved difpofition, but good tempered, 
witty, md polite^ The other perfonages you are 
acquainted with. Such is the compofition of our 
domertic circle- during the prefejit vacation; to 
which may be added,, a, few, perfons* of the neigh- 
bourhood, with feveral originals, who. fet thetn- 
X felves above every: body ,elfe. Befides tliis, you 
would have entire liberty, wholefome nourifhmenr, 
paflable wine, long walks, long converfations, enter- 
taining 
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lasfiing readings, kt* 1 l^vt ydU to jadge iCrhether 
your courfe of philofdpb||r ^ould not have termi* 
nated pleafantly. 

In the next place, you muft know that Eudora 
reads well; begins to leiv^ off all playchiogs but 
the needle ; amufes herfelf in making geometrical 
figures ; is entirely unfettered by d^efs $ has no idea 
of the value fet upon fcraps of gauze and ends 
of ribbons ; thinks herffelf fine when fhe is told that 
ihe is good, and has a cleah white frock on ; and 
looks upon a cake, given with a kifs, as the greattft 
of all poflible rewards. You mud know too, that her 
fits of ill humour are more unfrcquent, and of Ihortcr 
duration ; that ihe walks in the dark as well as by day- 
light, is afraid of nothing, and does not think it 
worth while to tell a lie on any occafion whatever. Add 
to this, that ihe is five years and fix weeks old ; that I 
do not perceive that fhe has falfe ideas on any fubje£l,of 
importance at leaft ; and you will allow, that if herob- 
ftinacy has fatigued me, if her fandes have made me 
uneafy, and if her carelefs indifl^rence has rendered 
it more difficult for us to keq) her under, our pains, 
neverthelefs, have not been thrown away^ 

Upon fummmg up every thing, I found by your 
letter that all the reafoning, of which you were your- 
felf the direft objed, was veryjuflt j that you under- 
ftood very well what was conducive to your preient 
and future happbiefs; and that, coniequently, you 
were a better phiiofopher than three-fourths of man- 
kind. 
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kind. Continue at the fame time to be a good'friend, 
and you will always bear a high value in our eyes, and 
in thofe of all good men* Adieu I*-*Noon approaches* 
andt (hall be called to dinner. I hare only time 
to embrace you in the name of the whole family^ 
Eudbra included, who ftill remembers you, or your 



name. 



Clos la Platlere, Odtober j. 

YOUR fervent prayers Aave recalled me from the 
abode of fliadows, and I can once moreconverfe with 
the living. ! did not bfe figfct of you in the other 
world ; but I faw you only in the diftance, like thofe 
fleeting ofouds which appear upon, and are hardly 
diftingiiilhaMip from the horizon. Your orifons, and 
your efforts to attraft attention, brought me back to 
you worldly folks wkh additional experience. When 
I had inhabited only one planet, 1 thought it was poffi* . 
Blc to cultivate the acquaintance of its inhabitants, 
without injury to our intercourfe with the men of an- 
other. But I plainly perceive that it is not the cafe ; 
and that Proferpine was in the right to divide the year 
alternately between Pluto and Ceres. As long as I 
remained in the ftudy, nailed down to my deflc, you 
heard from me often, and could judge of my way of 
life, and perhaps of my heart, by my correfpondence ; 
but as long as that correfpondence was kept up with 
fpirit^ the people in our neighbourhood, and of our 

town. 
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town, looked upon me as a hermit, who codld only 
converfe Vith the dead, and who difdained all com- 
merce with her feHpw-creatures. I laid down my 
pen ;' fufpended my literary labours ; walked forth 
from my mufeum, mixed in the world, and fuflFered it 
to approach me ; talked, ate, danced, and laughed, 
Kke other people, with every body that came in my 
way ; and then my neighbours perceived that I was 
neitKer an owl, nor a conftellation, nor a female pe- 
dant ; but a being both tolerable and tolerant ; while 
you, on the other hand, thought me^ead. lam 
about to refume my ftudies, to return to my folitude, 
and expect to hear you alter your note once more. 

What have ym been doing all die- while ? You 
have, no doubt, increafed the fum of your knowledge; 
but have you augmented your ftrength of mind, fo as 
to take mankind as you find, them, the world as it 
goes^ and fortune in whatever (hape fhe may prefent 
herfelf ? As to me, I am in fuch a (late as. no longer 
to care about any thing that may contribute to that 
end* This you will fay is eafy for a perfon whofe neft 
is feathered \ and who has a mate to help her to phi- 
lofopbiee, and the red of it ; but there are a number 
of circumft^nces and things which are independent of 
all this, and "which have an influence over our happi- 
nefe : that influence it is that my reafon turns to good, 
o-r reduces to a cipher. 

Onlv 
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Only think how mV^* (genfille) lam! — Nice! 
this is not faying a little ; for you muft know that at 
Villcfranche^ in the Beaujolois^ the word nke^ applied to 
either man or woman, means the praftice of virtue, 
the love of ftudy, good fenfe, aftivity, &c. Accord- 
ingly you are^ nice man, if you do your duty as a citi- 
zen, or a magiftrate, or any thing elfe. You cannot 
laugh more than I do when I hear it gravely faid of a 
father of a family, or of a good advocate, that he is a 
nice man* We are pretty fpoken people in this coun- 
try ! And in that whic-h you inhabit are the confequen- 
tial, the fwaggerers, the Croefufes, and the great talk- 
ers, as much refpeded as ever ? As to you, whom I 
think I fee at this moment, talking fad, walking like 
lightning, with a look which fometimes indicates fen- 
fibility, and fometimes giddinefs, but which never has 
any thing commanding about it, when you afFefl: to 
look grave, becaufe on fuch occafions you make Lava- 
terical gritmcts, and becaufe aftivity alone becomes 
your countenance ; you, whom we love with all our 
hearts, and who deferve our affcdion, tell lis if the 
prefent you be fupportable, and the future promifmg ; 
for this it is that conftitutes the happinefs of that age, 
when the illufions of youth vanilh, and the cares of 
ambition begin. 

♦ As it was impoffible to tranflate the word gerttille by any corref- 
ponding word in Englifh, fo ^ to retain the abfurdity which Madarrt 
Roland ridicules, the tranflator has fubftituted the Word nicef which 
fometimes fufFers a (imilar perverfion of fenfe in this country, and al- 
i9oil ^ways in New-£ngland. 

r January 
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YOUR adulation, my friend, was thrown away : 
my lord and mafter is not yet returned, and I was not 
m a humour to be puffed up ; but on his account I feel 
myfelf obHged to you for your Intention. On my own, 
I thank you for your agreeable little letter, the receipt 
of which gave me much pleafuie. 

I DID not imagine you were a Jew in any part of 
your charafter ; but I find you not a little of^ a rogue 
in your way of excufing your want of memory. 

We have had a variety of ftories told us here 
about your Lyceum, in which the parliament inter- 
feres, by way of giving Monfieur de la Harpe a rap 
upon the knuckles : pray i& there any truth in it ? 

I KEEP your third page for my well-beloved, who 
will be fenfible of its excellence. As to unworthy me, 
I like Ariofto's follies better than all the truths of your 
learned doftors, with their hard names, which there 
is no fucti thing as pronouncing. 

Tq-morrow will be one of my happy days ; I 
fliall fee my friend after two months abfence. My 
heart bounds at the thought, as much as it did feveu 
years ago. 

EuDORA gives you as good as you bring, without 
ceremony, and "without malice ; but if you were a 
hundred leagues nearer, it is poiTible that there might 
be a little pouting. 

Max 



( m ) 



May. z 



WHAT 18 come to you then, my good old friend ? 
We hear no more about you; we only recieive.a 
few {hort lines announcing fome inclofure, or giving 
us an account of foirte commiffion you have been 
good enough to undertake y but not a fingle word 
of friendfliip : not one of thofe little articles of chit- 
chat, which are fo expreffive of it, becaufe they 
proceed from the fulnefs of the heart, and are given 
with a confidence of their proving interefting. , Do 
you no longer love us ? Have you met with better 
friends, with perfons who value you more highly, who 
cherifli you more, or are more defirous of cultivating 
with you an agreeable and lading connexion, founded 
upon rcciprocalefteem, and fimilarity of tafte and in- 
clinations ? 

I SHALL not envy you -the happinefs of having met 
with beings of more analogous minds, who enable 
you to enjoy the pleafure that refults from the com- 
munication of your thoughts and fentiments ; but I 
fhall complain of your feeming to forget thofe with 
whom you formerly partook of that- fatisfaftion. I 
know that I have for fome time paft written lefs 
frequently than before ; but I have told you the 
reafon. You ought to have pitied us on account 
of the multiplicity of bufincfs, and variety of cares, 
that prevented lis from contributing as much as 
ufual to the commerce of friendfliip, and not -to 
VOL. II, 3 E • htve 
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have written the lefs on that account yourfelf ; but the 
contrary. 

It is by mutually fupplying each other's deficiencies, 
a.ccording tocircumftances, that we keep up the facred 
flame of friendfliip, of which candour, limplicity, 
unbounded ^e£iion, and indulgence, are the necelfary 
attributes. To proceed therefore according to ray 
principles, I forgive you whatever I may have reafon 
to complain of, and I dedicate to you the fir ft moments, 
not of leifure, but of .liberty^ which I can find in the 
inidfl: of the more peaceful, though very bufy life to 
which 1 am returned. 

We have juft paffed three weeks at Lyons, when 
the neceffity of cultivating a variety of acquaintance 
and connexions, and of fulfilling the engagements 
they led us to contrad, did not leave me a moment to 
myfelf. 

Let us know then what your feelings are : take a 
folitary walk ; you ufed to tell me, that it was in foli- 
tude that you became fenfible that you had friends, and 
a heart ; I hope that in fnch moments we are not for- 
gotten. — Is the revolution in public affairs likely to 
produce any in your department ? Can you devife any 
project for ytJur more rapid promotion ? Or do you 
continue to confole yourfelf for the contrary by the 
pleafures of ftudy ? They are certainly great for a phi- 
lofophic mind. I lately met with a man reduced to 
the ftate of preceptor, who is happy in that fituation, 
and confoles himfelf, by ftudy, for a fortune of thirty 

thoufand 
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thourand livres a year, which he either loft or fquaitder- 
ed away. Much may be owing to his difpofilion, it is 
true : and it muft be confeffed, that we often grve" 
credit to philofopby for what is' pfoduted by a manV 
temper of mind. 

(Kbber. ao.. 

I RECOtLECT a certain certificate of confef- 
fion which you forwarded me : it contains an abfo- 
lution: in proper form ; and I feel *myfelf '' dilpofed' 
to make a return for the favour : good day then;: 
peace be with you; Perhaps I fcouicT hive anfw^ered 
it fooner, if T had had 'more time.; biifiriefs b^ the 
one hand, cares on the other, and- company mto tfie 
bargain, ate more th^n enough to filitip the day, and 
to take away thedefii^e, or the power» of Entering into 
chat with'*trur diftant friends 'r befidfes — but we will Tay 
no more on that fubjeft;*^' 

Whenever I have had a few moments to myfelf, 
I have employed them in v^igefting my little tour 
through Switzerland; to which I do a greater honour 
as you may*perceive) tKah to the one 1 made through^ 
England. I' have not yet finifhedit'; nor dd I know 
^hen I IH^n.' Nbtwithftaftdiilg* hcSwever, the rain J 
the wiiid, the hildr, and thfe cold, which' befiege iis dui 
ring our vintage, an^^'pfevent its completion,' fani" 
confined here for a- good part of the . Winter, "toxii 
good folfe of the oaf)ita!y oughf to b& much edified at 

feeing^ 
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fei^Ag one of your country-women fet herlelf down m 
the midft of the woods, where the wolves are howling, 
while the neighbouring mountains ^e covered with 
(how. But according to you, what fignifies the re- 
treat we inhabit when once we are Out of Paris ? Ly- 
ons, or the woods of Alix, are all one in your eyes. 
What have you to tell me that is worth hearing ? 
Pray let me know how you keep your head in order. 
As to your heart, it is a good fort of heart at bot- 
tom, and would go on very well, were it not for 
that fame head, which fometimes leads it ailray. 
And then the fciences, and your folitude ? Have 
you found any means of rendering them compa- 
tible with one another, or do you court them by 
turns ? Among fo many revolutions^ which threaten 
*fo many perfons, does your fituation promife you pro- 
motion ? Now take up your pen in your turn i let us 
hear from you, and let us (trengthen the bdnds of a 
friendihip of fo many years ilanding. 

O^obcr 24. 

I AM glad you join me in my deteftation of this 
everlafliing puzzling, and thefe fioyenly houfes. If I 
could do as I like, or were alone with my turtle-dove, 
I would not give a, dinner for thefe three years to 
come ; but would have elegant apartments in town, 
and a delightful little box at the Clo/e : but according 
to all appearance I fhall not go to paradife in fuch a 
hurry^ Th£ 



The ;^iiitl which is here called the bi/e (the nonli-* 
eaft) is blowing ; . and I keep a Chriftmas fire. The 
^hScr veronieaand pimpernel are hardly to be feen m 
the fields ; and in the hedges there is nothing but half- 
blown violets and primrofes peeping, out from among 
the leaves, I have mets^ith a kinli of infeft xekm^ 
bling the little wood-lice, that are found running about 
in clofets among books'and papers, only a great deal 
larger, that takes up its abode In the fliell of a fnail^ 
exa&ly as the hermit* does^ in that v^hich it adopts* It 
was my. intention to go to Lyons next month ; but I 
am prevented by houfehold afl^rs, and regret k mueh ; 
for I am very defirous of improving my acquaintance 
with Madam de Villiers : fbe is the only woma^ I can 
find to my liking in this quarter of the world : flie is 
polite, kind-hearted^ gentle, modeft, like her fortune, 
goes little into company, is very well informed, and 
exceedingly attached to her hufband, who is milch 
older than herfelf, and whofe labours in the ftudy fhe 
partakes of^ I do not know if you are acquainted with 
that grave philofopher ; an excellent man at bottom, 
very ftiff in his opinions and manners, tolerably well 
verfedin chemiftry, and various other branches of the 
fciences,andparticularlyfkilledin entomology. He has a 
very interefting c^inet of infefts, coUefted by him- 
felf and his wife. This is almoft^ the only connexion^ 
either at Lyons or here, that has any charms for mc 

* A nariae smimal of the caocer kmd. 

I Ihould 
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I fliouldy however, have occafion to fee in the former 
place feveral very interefting perfon^ in various points 
of view. Bufmefs mult take place of every thing : I 
therefore leave you in hade to make up for the half 
boui; I have devoted to you. 

April 6| 178& 

REALLY and truly, my good friend^ I have 
been thinking of applying to a third perfon^ in order 
to learn what is become of you : it is fo long fince we 
have had any accounts from you, exprefled in the 
tone of confidence, which keeps up that of one's 
friends, that I ahnoft doubt whether my correfpon« 
dence upon the old footing will be well received- 

Have we not a^new acquaintance lo make ? Oj: do 
you, who formerly wrote me word that you changed 
every year, refemble the jv« of three years ago ? Itis^ 
highly neceilary that you fhould let me know ; for 
however long we may fuppofe the telefcope to be, mine 
does not enable me to fee things a hundred leagues ofil 
I can only judge by approximation. For inftance, I 
recoiled to have known youin pofleflion of a true and af- 
fectionate heart } and as that is a thing which does not 
eafily change its nature, I fuppofe you in poffeflion of 
it ftill, and love you accordingly. But it feems to me 
alfo, that you are fometimes in your mode of expreCi 
fion, and in your ftyle, the reverfe of good-nature, or 
thereabouts } it feems to me alfo, that you do not like 

to 
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to be told of it ; but then I recolleft that I have paid 
you in your coin, when your ill-tempfer hais^ made me 
lofe mine, and I alk myfelf in what ftate thijlgs are 
at prefent ? Is the tinge grown deeper, or is it gone 
off ? I am for the latter fide of the queftion, when I 
figure tomyfelf theeffefts of ftudy,iof meditation, and 
of happy inclinations ; but I am for the former when I 
confider thejnfluence of the world, the fociety of fpols, 
the fenfe of injuftice, and the hatred of prejudices, and 
of tyranny. I (hall therefore continue in this ftlate 
of incertitude, until you remove my doubts. .But 
that you njay have none in regard to me, I will give 
you my barometer, as it (lands in the different places 
I inhabit. In the country^ I forgive every thing: 
whenever you know me to be there, you may ven- 
ture to (hew yourfelf, fuch as you' are, at. th^ mo- 
ment of writing : an original, a cenfor, or^ if needs 
mu(l, morofe : my (lock of indulgence is inexhauft- 
ible, and my friend(hip tolerates all kinds of ap- 
pearances, and every fort of tone. At Lyons I make 
a jeft of every thing ; the company I- fee there puts 
me in good humour, my imagination grows more 
lively, and if you roufe it,*yoti .miift take the con- 
fequences j it will not let a joke efcape, without 
fending it back with a (harper point. At Ville- 
franche I deliberate upon every thing, and fome- 
times am a cenfor in my turn. Grave, and full of 
bufmefs, I receive the due impreflion from every 
thing J I fuffer that impre(fion to be feen without 

difguife J 
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difguire ; and am more than ufually inclined' to 
reafon, though my feelings there are as ftfong as elfe- 

vhere. '^"' \.. 

You muft allow that I give you great advanttge in 
the game i you know all my cards before I fee yours. 
Attiidft all this I do not forget your differtatioris^ which 
ire not it all in my favour: they take up a great!'dcat of 
your tim^> damp your iraagiftatioii, and do ntii leivc 
room for the lead word of friendfhip. 'Ino longer 
know whether your fyllogifms are in baroco' or mferi- 
fin ; and having forgotten Ariftotle's Categories, be- 
ing acquainted with no infed but iht laJy-hird^ know* 
ing nothing of Ltnnasus but a fcore of phrafes for 
culinary and medicinal purpofes, I ani fadly afraid left 
our firiendlhip fiiould fail for want of fome rallying- 
point. By way of reviving it, I will fpeak to you 
of my daughter, whom you are pleafed with„ be- 
caufe (he puts me out of all patience. In the firft 
ptice^ fte has ftill that claim to your kindnefs, 
Although Ae gives me hopes that it will not; always 
be the fame ; (he begins to fear reproaches almoft 
as much as doing penance upon dry bread ; fhe is, 
i^erhaps, more fenfible of the approbation beftowed 
upon her when fhe behaves well, than of the p^eafure 
of eating a bit of fugar ; and is fonder qf being, car- 
tcfled, than of playing with her doll. What a fad 
degeneration, you will fay ; what a fine progrefe we 
have made ! . ' . ' 

She is very fond of writing and dancing, t^aufe 

^ they 



ihef aeei jempkiytBenta»thAt 4^ ndt i&tigtl^ her ^ head^ 
and' wjU;:inak$. a^ great ^roficiem:y ux both* Kesui« 
nq; iamiifies'jl&ri :ari)eD ibe 600 tiicitbin^ to d(i that 
fliedike^ .iictt«:.» itvUdbr does itot: Sequent Jy :happ£ii' ;r 
but dbe':catmoi bear.lAQries ihatxe^te .more li&» 
hbtf rao/honr tof G33Jtie;tO'the end !; ^&e i$. ftiU ftion^ 
^^[fiy*: (oflT fiFoin Robing i Gnifoc^ i .The hai^fichojldi 
ibmeumiis oftaket li^r .^pe.: it: Requires the hea4 
tK> ^«di^^ iind thaucisf^a thing flle^Qei no excel in : 
t;hdneaire fotrnds, iM2Weir£ry ihaJtJhe^rfdQjd of; ^^^ 
whe^ifiie bas^ ftrummedian aifc q£ %kis Tine Faf^terii 
wijEjIbjbvdi hand6^')fteBidoes iM'.fail to be Migb^) 
py«udfd£jbcr petfovqiafi&e ; and tbitepeftl: tbnee-of .fo4r. 
matwifaat plea&banibreori^Li tixne^ over. Si)€t it 
Tevy /fond of a rdtahc^ite:£rodsy becaofe &e is tb0 
pi[«ttietr &»- ity's^dbecaadfe.fke.tbidks it muft make 
ber • iappesr moreagiioeabte.. r Sibe.ii0dsiiat fufpeft^tbat 
there ar^ ridh dreSb which efatkie ihe wearers to 
gseafier coafidemtbn^ and Hkes % leather fhoe bound 
with jxrfe-coloured iribands^ rbetier than one ofliilk 
oi^rfm^e butt. B«t fte would' like. AiU better to be 
rwuiiiig about m the country, ihan to be neatly dreC-^ 
ed, fklAl to lit prkmtihig up in coinpaQy* She has a 
ftr4)ngiinclinad(m ta &y and doithe tsery contrary of 
what ifliei$ defired,>bccaafo fhe thhdcs it agreeable to 
%&, m hdr own way ; Jand this lometiines carries her tcr ^ 
great lengths* Butas^flie is fureta be repaid i9mh:ia<» 
tereftydSie begins i«o&f^£)! tbat^ie might jdo better^ 
and 4^s berfelf as much credit for ah ad of obedi^ 
v«c. II. 3 F ence. 
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chce; as we'fhdtild dd £^^ fiibUmejeflbist of ^Awi 
Her fair hair takes every day a deeper hucv- JHff 
iomplexidh k rather ^e,uiil«rs^^eiiiAettak09£|^ 
yident excrdfig^ She fometimeS' bhxfheg ibiniMHabsq:* 
ra(Stoem,un(i)f always ki gretrihafte to maib^iiy. ac- 
quainted mth atiy 1:)lundef tbat :flie baa coifunttod. 
She Is very'ftrong, and her MMfenuiienft has j(bpi.eT^ 
lemblance to that cf her father. *. She is iiowiiX'year$» 
fix momhs, atidtWd ^dkys did. J^though fta^^pby^ a 
great deal with iier fathet*, flie reveres bimfo bigbljr> 
that (he begs of me^ as the greateft favour poilible, to 
conceal tier li$ife mirdemeasiours fkom his kabvledge. 
She fears me lisrs9.and fometiiifies fjpeaks to me in. a ve- 
ry flighting yxtzy; but I amhercoit&daaiit upon aiV (jicca- 
fions ; and^ihe is very niJuchiit arlois vdbat ta do when 
we quarrel, ibrfl^ .has thiea smbody to whom t(^.^ 
pjy for any indu^tece', nor to wJsom to tell b^ftJitde 
tales. We are in doubt wbetjtor tre, ibili J^rt Jber 
inoculated or not ; it is a ^fueSaon thai giibf^^gieat 
anxiety and occupatitm to my mind. If it .wcreJFor 
a perfon leik dear to hie, lihcmldt eafily ootoe tea 
a^cifioh, for probabilities are antcb^i?! favour of 
the operation ; but I fliouW neiier l<^give^^yf(glf 
for .liiaviiig dqpoffed bet* to the unfai^m^le c^fmoe,^ 
if i^e'fhoukl prdte^the viQim ql it,, %4 fkv^d 
Wther wifh that file niijgiit bet>ut of by tte hao4. of 
Nature, than that it flioUld happen by. attyxdi^^s. 
Befides, 1 dread! the t^t^ oi a Jita^ger'sribloipd, 
which might be commtmictte^: by^iik)auili^ ..an 

6bjfe£tion 
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Filing me.^dien^. if/|BC«kcaiv good re^oiia to hni^ 

' Jtoi^dj^ a»gilng to wttt*n.cp 5j^fto(fes u^U 
irfe ifi I teve given miich 4stenii]ptapiv tx>x youcs*. L 
vnStJtm peace of idAb^, and every. tyng thait caa 
contribute^ to your entire fatisfadion f and if ^qu be 
iHK 6tir good friend, as 1 hope^ I embrace you with 
^Hfiiyhe»e,i' 
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' Monday, JVprfl f*.\ 

T^WJ'wH ireadif iiiidefifendl^- my..^^^ 
fh*it I had ttW nsc^)^«di ypan Uttfe ..epiftie o£ tWe 
;feurtb^ %hen. I wi^ote y^^ tli^* iac^jbf^ You wili 
tfaerift^e t^tke nooMH'e than wl)aii»,g^||tKl.ataII times, 
aiid WlU pafs Hghily ^o^er the iwHeR)^^ hj which I 
erideaV6tirettk>:pw»itoke yotfe in order, td ^afcq ypu 
break filence. ' » 

I WAS highly fefifibb of thi$^ mju-fe^of yoyr^ friend- 
ftip, which made fiie perceive tiio^tXretatned^a great- 
er iattachnyeiit,feryoiiv than Imher %id,Q]? thought 
I did.- TPell file theni what w;^ ypux^Xubjeflis of for-* 
row^ : nobodf wift more read% fc^ tkem ihs^inb o^r- 
lehr^s;- I have peifedly:ntiMle xip;>v^;Xf^^,t^ 
ttfieafiafi& atout the pls^e, ; , a& fopni as jny hufb^iSfs 

Keakh givesMse ftny* I ,^el t})gt in fipmpanTon; with. 

thtt objtia, eferyiC»b«r;|t. npthwg., : ,, 

' ^ ■ " 'He 



( to8 ) 

Hb tsl^Otet inbt hef«ttt:ta:L|^liM4vbixt Ittiidblft 
13 affeded asfoon as ever he beginj^ to wrke with mttf: 
affiduity^ I ata tkrefo^e ai <gmti {^Mii to vrnkfi bis 
labours for die Encyclopedia laft as long: m>fi^SBbh$^ 
by meanisi of moderatioii and imenr|dt^ andtapvMdce 
of tbem myfelf » JBttch aa I qaiu \ ' 

Villefranche, April 2 r- 

W£ have received your agreeable epiftle mkh tke 
greateft pleafure^ and with the warmcft ftelings^ of 
friendihip. It is not nece&ry for oie tp'l^e at the 
Clofey in order to find it to my tafte. Yoa twrote 
it at a moment in which yoa. did not fta(pd.i0 need of 
the indulgence of your frieada^raiid wwhighr^iey 
difcover you to be every. tttsg .that they^sm dfifii^ 
You vifit the vj^afercunfite, and you endeavour to coo;- 
fole them : it is onio of. the noft efid&it)^ means'^ 
prefer vuvg and increafing theiiative goodneis qf the 
heart. 

I have aiib ^tfaat painful ad^aht%et my n^meft 
neighbour has loft an excellent h^iband, ^f^'hom (be 
loved as I love mine* This womaio^ whofe'miad k 
of the common caft, is rendered f^Iim^ by her grief; 
fo much does a ftrong and lively feutipeitt rtsodar tis 
fuperior to ourfiaives. She bias. ft grftt iitun)]^ of 
acquaintances, all of whodi endeavDilHr to^ divert 4i8r 
attention from her kls« I am> p^hapfii^ tbecoJiyoae 
who never attempt lo cox^te her, and.idbo mep 

with 
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ifaat fanapqiafcd! ndfe. ^rtiII iptolfo .yoa» aqii tbat his^ 
Boutfa TdU gito ^0iL f(N3it'^%in4i Jt.fee^is^^ J^ 
ne, to bft ail vairiance vrit]|^ eVefy t^i^g li^ wk and. 
alle. A&.tahis fotebc^d, i ^i^ £tta^ lof& whao: ta 
hink of it ; but I will not foreftal your obfervations, 
fou knovriirhat] tirrdtetoXMVtheaaSfCOiiG^xHQg the 
riumph.-wiach I oS^d him <»^r elder&ip';. frray be 
)f the]sarty; and ktil»e pra^.^the young)^ bra- 
her, aod tfe^are of. ^nhaaehti^ evei^y t^ix^ that ia 
n faia £damr» ibew hig: «l(l6t that amaq m^ P^i^y 
rreat: oon&faratioa iii (fko of prkBOgeiiicwe. 

Yoii;ate tery tinfortitqaCf to bis ^te to a}^y yotiir« 
»lf tooaifeieiicfifo a^^seable «fiiiiat«r«i],kift^ry c'ican^ 
lot figitrcLla my&lf a fttidjr which agireesfb^tt^ with 
>ur pdaceof • niftd^ orrirhi^h k t^felier fittedto ^fcad 
IS from thofe paffionstbat dtCt^rb It* . 

MAMYliRU^fer yoarne«6 : it 1Mng» o; a: Kttfe 
icqunat«d iwidi Ybe wdrliagairt^ ftotn tiHohTre urew 
I hunAred -leagues •off. I am very much of yoor o^ 
»ioii, both -us to -the prbeipks, to ihe bufine& itfeif^ 
md to ^r«folt ^t««ot%kt todet&re. 

Wa 



' Wfi get hothing but Mfiaed' intilSgMae. - The 
journals are garbled, and fknt a fbcond time to the 
prefs : it is a great pky. iSf health is bitt ikdUEerent, 
and I ani threatened wkfa ahdtbef dofe'of 'phyfee. An 
ottnce of hardnefs of beart^^ind the fame ^ctaJlltfy of 
indifierence, might do a great deal of good to my 
conftittxtion : but th^fedrugs, cosmnoo as they are^ 
are not to be bought^ and I Ihould abhor making ufe 
of themi . ^ . , . ; - : .1 , 

Send me then your jowifiit, if it be riot- fn: ^461 : 
as to the fowls, I cannot pronrife yda ^m % ex* 
change, but I can promife yott fome prdtty^ fpecimeos 
of quartz, upon yeUbw ftdftes, Dirtth whidi our^CMe 
abounds. Is not that ftSU better for a nian of Tdence^ 
although notfo digeftflbte ? Give ui 2 good secdpt to 
deftroy caterpillars, Md theft y6ti may cowie, and eat 
your inare of our ^plesw In good eirpdl, (hill ym 
never be al^le to make a pitgrihiageto this^pbu^of the 
urorld ? We ivould take you a walk thitnsi^ our 
woods, and over our niduritains; &om our terrace 
you would fee Mont-BtaHc,; tn^hicb our j^ea&ats, I 
know not why^ call The 'Cat's Mountain,' and we 
would gorin a body to vtfit Mount Fib. '^Fiitow off 
jQur fetters for a little whilCt and join us itf ou* re- 
treat: you /witr find there true fHendihi^,. ttftd^reat 
fimplicity of heart. A Woman of IsfCftii^ hits betray- 
ed me ; iier hufl^and has d«Qe ftUt /worfe^^^asad be- 
tween them they have printed one'hatf o^ ^f tour 
through Switzerland. I baveidtifted upon ^ffie canceU 

ling 



Img of )[]^: if^mymd tiS eyery tbhig.tha| ijiiight k^^ 
u>pQ^tf^,ow^.zsdkMuh&sin dgn^i but th^re ar^ 
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cartaik4.i}ijQ, t^at I am qu.ite 0:upi£ed at ir^ and hatdljr 



Clos la matlere^ Jime xB, 

I SEND youatreaiUre for a naturaiift, but the 
defti ti£tioiv of our kitchen gardens* Yon will find 
in tbt^ ,\^0X. that ^ccon^anies this^ feveral indivi- 
duals p£ ia ipeci^ of in&d . which pfeys^ upon ard- 
cboj^eg. . Xhefe villainous little animals^ of a fiiape 
fosiewfialu; refembling^ that of. caterpillats, have at 
the eEi4.9f their tails a kind of fcaly mantle, which 
they .^i^ow over their backsj,. and thus br;avb every 
di^Qgfr. Whjen once they fet to work upon the arti- 
cbolq8K?^th«y devour thepulpy fubftanceof the leaves'; 
the Mi/^ plant t}jrns,>sr|ite||,;and withers*; ceafes to 
be prpdn&ve i and fp^j^^^j^es abfolutely dies, ' T^c 
are igmrant, in thi^ cpuntryjrboth of the r^e of the 
infefki an^ of the way.of^deftroykig it; THey do not 
dt^jqiiake tbdr app^jyraneet j'^nd^jf I may judge 
lrpntc>th<|^;pref€sat year, t^^firfl; m whicji tfiey tiava 
b^nljf^ fiacelcame to this, part of tlie world^ they 
j^v^-fliMi tfaem&lves^Ut after a great drought. 

If ^be unkj^own tQ yqp, it is a prefent I am making 
you, a^4 lo^^ ^T^^!^^ a receipt to g<^ ri^ of theih : 
if yo*i <^ jptfl^ut^ « ppe^ ypii wjU render a fervice 
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Totr Wia be abitt to judg^ni vby foiM bits <f 'Mit- 
choke-leaves, eaclofed in the box, of 4fePe4ttfte ^^#iitdi 
thefe little black animals redvice the beft of our viege- 
tables* 

I HAVE juft opened the box again, afiid %6Ano- 
ddigilecft Jklreadytofmy pxBteiided ..iMio^Swfi^ 
« &ia.€>f' a jgt-eemfli Mrfcitc;. Xhe ^dcvaiuMd.&as 
«epi.outo£]t« a9d ismirriiiiwi^abiqMft likecph^iteft, 
iwidi the naatfe^ \i!hidh gjbic^ tittsidlihe appoaiBftce of 
ViStAt frickbi koMs. .. il >. r. • , ■*. 

'!■'.• ';' '' ;^^ 

HGNKKJH to Che ftiefto^^ andilUl/b4>re t9 moi 
Qf fiiesice> for thmr ji^mir iibJke t^fiedieitu! ;^ Dpt 
iny»lticho|;m 1n^\ (>roce^eil.?/ 4^d haye I not made 
a.oatabte ^ddlHon to the fum. <)f my: Hnowledge, by 
iMciiSog to ;^¥e ithtf name of A?rw, to \iphat 1 itef^na- 
t^ fo w^!> by tb^t of the Uulje b}e<;k:ammal ? 

To^ dornqt fo mi»eh as tell me 5;«^t the two per- 
^ fed infers, katchej orr fhe tvad^ refemb^i though I 
had iDfoimed you^ that yo^ v^oiM ii«d in the box 
two iodividwls in a new dipefs. Bat I iuive m0t ifitb 
fame b my gaiiden in a third fiia{)e, with a handfome 
^0^ cuti^afe,. runmng hrtftly along, aAd fto longer 
ma^oog xncjicfcwith th&r ^fiffj&ix^ appmnmcct al- 
/ though 
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altb^^gk tt^y f^l ^TieQij upon the artichoke itfelf, 
aa4 p^y H^o fiarth^r atceiHion to the leaves of the plant. 
Touan^ yQur brother muft agree as yoa can about the 
t]Rro bottle^ of pil : in the mean time I muft inform your 
ici.^nce) tjbgtjt i$ for theiife of the human fpecies alohe, 
2Ui4 thj^t. it ist the lad an4, more powerful remedy for 
worms. The dofeisafewdropSjinalpoonful of any fort 
pf fyr^jOj). :JBythefe means grown-up perfons have been 
fnatcfaeii from the grave, after all other remedies have 
proved ifleffedual, and when they have been almofl 
expiriilg in convuliions: Eudora once tookfome in a 
violau fit of ficknefs, and fhortly after voided a very 
large worm, the only one which fhe ever brought a\eay 
in her life, and of which the expulfion was the figHal 
of better health. 

PerhaI^s this difcovery may be new to fome of your 
dottors, and will be mdre ufef ul to them, than your 
prefervatives againft the ca//ida viridis will to me : 
this is the way iii whicli I am refolved to revenge my- 
felf for your want of knowledge. 

I fiki^ECT your fevere critique ; but I beg you to 
fufpend it as far as relates to the article Lavater, as I 
have tiew matter to furniffi. — 

You no longer fay any thing about your men of 
fclence, and the intriguers, andfo-bn, that pretend 
to if : what is that little nation doing, while the great 
republic is indiforder, and money as fcarce inthe cof- 
fers of <he ftate, as water was in our eifttrn in the 
months of April and May^ 

VOL. II* 30 I 
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1 HAVE now, Tiowever, enough to baptize 70x1, if 
you will come and fee us; and I iAay venture to, defy 
^Very thing reprelienfible about you, with an element 
fo pure, a fite fo excellent, and fo deep si folitude^ 
My good man is ftill at Lyons ; nor dot v^ weS 
know when he will <:bme back. My health is toler-* 
able, as lorig as I have ilothtng to afied: me, t>r make 
ine uneafy ; but my ftomach is not in a ftate to beaf 
without injury the emotions of my heart, xSr the agi- 
tation of my mind : when they are too much employ- 
ed, the former goes quietly to reft, and will no longet 
do its office. We nrnft put up with thefeotd fervaiits, 
w|jip take it in their bead to govern. 

Adieu !^ — ^I have agreat deal to do, and I amufc 
myfelf with chit-chat* It appears to me that you have 
dropped your correfpondence, fince I have been living 
m retirement. I have only heard once from you at tlris 
place, where I have been ^ver fince the fifteenth of 
laft month. Health and friendship i ^^ 

Oaober t. 

HANG yourfelf, dainty Crillon* ; we are making 
jellies and jams, and fweet wine, and fweet-meats, 
and you are not here to tafte them ! Thefe, elegant . 
Sir, are my prefent occupations. The vintage in the 

* An allufion to a letter of Heory IV. begiDmjng in thefe words. 
Hang yourfelf, brave Crilloo ; w^have been fighting at Atqiits, and 
you were not there.-^7ra/j/t'' 

mean 



( «i5 > ^ 

mean dmeis gi»ng on amam^ aad v^tf ^ort)/ it 
wUl be only iff the cellar oB the mafterj ^d i^ the 
cupboard of Aemiftrefsc^ th^&houfe^thfiit |hegrape» 
and its delieiott$ jaice, will be foun4» That of thij^ 
year will be excellent ;; but we fhall hare little- of 
tty OR ac(iount of tbe vifit paid, us by th@ hail : aqr 
hofloiK* which alwaysieav^asa4eaf aiid. laftisg rexaenir 
brance behind k* 

Why then do^yoi* not write tp »s ? you who have 
no vintage to attend ta;. caii.there be any other occu- 
pation in the world befide ? 

But you are quite loft in the labyrinth of potitica^ 
and exhaufl; yourfelf io differtations up^on the gopd 
to bedone, that will never take place.- What is M* 
Necker about ? TbeyrJay that there iaa terriMe party 
agaiiift him. ikid the tall devil of an arcbbi&op.. 
He' was iaid to be fefa offlfor Rbme ^ but it iSh now re- 
ported that he is in clofe cudody. 

May G.od grant peiee to the good^ and annihilate 
the wicked! Devote a few moment$.,ta the r^ecoUei^- 
tion.of your fitiends at the worldV end, who do not 
forget you, and. who embrace you withiout cercrnqny, 
except Eudora, wha might already have her objec- 
tions. , 

How do the fcienees go^^on in tbe jnidft of pur po- 
litical convulfions^ and our financial dijltrefkf and the 
men of learning, and the great talkers, and th^collef 
tions, and the courfes of ledtures, and La Blancherie 
and the mufeums^ ai^d the mu/ards^ Qoungers I) 



> 
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Wb are told here that Nefcker's anfwer is readjr ; 
but that he mufl: l^ve the kingdom ih order to pub- 
Hfli it. What is faW of it in your part 6£ the world ? 
We, who think him pretty much of the cbarJaian^ in 
Ipite of hJ^ charailer^ have great doubts of the exift- 
ehce of that anfwer, or of ks' being good for any 
thing, in cafe its exigence be real. .... 

C ARRAYS manner befpeaks him exaftly wbat you 
reprefent him to be. I fhould be very glad t^ be more 
particularly acquainted 'with him. 

Tell my brother-in-law what I have not been able 
to let him know, that the Intendant came ber^e to in- 
iift upon the regiftering of the edi^, after '^ich our 
bailiwic, though very happy at this little ^eceof vio- 
lence, affeded to be in no hafte to take its meafures in 
confequente> Next comes a letter from the Intendant 
to his fub-delegate, defiring to know if the court had 
begun to fit, and pointing out the neceiCty, in cafe 
any difficulty fhould arife, of informing government, 
&c. The bell of the town-hall is ringing, and our ma- 
giftrates are alTemblihg, probably to fornl a preftdidt^ 
court. 

The grand baiHwic of Lyons held its firft fitting on 
Friday, upon a threat of its being transferred to Ma- 
con, in cafe of any refiftance. 

But Macon refufes to fubmit ta the jurifdi£lion of 
Lyons. 

* In France an inferior court of judicaturei from which an appeal 
Uyto theproTioc^parliaments.-— Troi^ 

Nbver- 
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Nevertheless, the Kttle tribunals are upon the 
^'^Itole well fatirfied with.the revolution. 

•We poor plebeans, whofe pockets will be emptied, 
"Without any one faying by your letiv^^ were the only 
perfon& difpleafed with this^ fame bufinefs of regiftering, 
and this formation of a plenary £om% compofed oi 
creatures of the crown. - ' 

Ir appears to us befides^, that the right of jurifdic- 
tion given to the inferior courts i$ too confiderable. 
In fmall places, where goffiping and prejudices have 
jb m^di inSuence, the fortune of almoft every indi-^ 
vidual h\dt at the difcrexion of judges, very eafy to 
be impofed upon and deceive. 

• Lbt Us wait and fieer— let us blefe America, and weep 
over the' banks of the river of Babylon, 

Adieu ! — We love yOu as much as ever. 

s. • 

December 4- 

■' ■ ■ \ ' ' ' 

COME, now, Mn Doftor, have the goodnefs, I 
befeech you, to let me.knowyj^fo*/<?, for that is the way 
to pleafe the ladies, if the famous turnips, at prefent 
fo much extolled at Paris, and fo much cultivated in 
Its vicinity, be of the genus rapahnus or brajjica. 
Then you will tell me, en pajfant^ in what genus you 
include the turnip'radijh^ which you Parifians eat at 
breakfaft ; and then, whether you are acquainted 
with the long and roundxz!S!&i which grows in, Flanders^ 
and in fome of our provinces, and what you call it. 

Let 
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Let your deofion on ail thefe points be easad and pre* 
cife : it will terminate very learned difcufiions, iiv 
which you may confider it as a great honour to be c|io- 
fon for umpire. But let that dedfion be accompanied 
by the Linnaean terms, for we have ^great n»my things 
to attend to, and very few books. Should I be iht^sfied 
your with fcience, and (hould you notwithiUndii^g be, 
unacquainted with our rjodijhes^ the rnqfl: f^ubrious, 
the mildefl:, and the lighted of all poi&bld kinds o£ 
food for man and beaft, I will fend one of them al 
your head of five or fiae pounds wei|^» long otrpimd^ 
a3 you beft like. 

Adijeu ! — Do not altogether forget your friends of 
the laft century, who embrace you with fincere affec^ 
•tion» 



CIos la Platiere^ Gdol^cr g. 

WE hjsaT nothing from you^ my dear friend, and 
yet the parlis^ments are coming forward, and adting 
in a mod' extraordinary manner. * Are the friends^ 
of order and liberty, who defired their re-eftablifhr 
m'ent, then doomed to regret it ? What, effeft have 
their refolutimis produced upon the public mind i 
Their mention of the ftates-general of 1614, their 
pretenfions, their tone, and their language, are very 
iingular. 

Th£ queftion then is only to know, whether we 
are to vegetate miferably under the rod of z CmgU 

tyrantj 
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tyrant, or to groan beneath the iron yoke of federal 
united defpots ? The alternative is dreadful, and leaves 
us no choice, for there* is no making one between 
evils of the hmt magnitude. Though the national 
iJegradatkm may tfe lefe general in an ariftocracy, than 
xmder the defpotifm of an unbrideled monarch, the 
fituation of the people is fometimes harder, and would 
be fo among us, where the privileged claffes are every 
thing, and where the mdft numerous clafs is counted 
for little more than a cipher. 

We ate told that the principal financiers have enter- 
ed into a league againft Necker : what is that mihiftel* 
about ? Has he ^oot yet fixed himfdf firmly in the 
faddle? ,\ 

July 26. 

NO, you are not free : nobody as yetisfo. Pub- 
lic confidence is betrayed : our letters are intercepted. 
You complain of my filence, and I write to you by 
every poft. It is true, I entertain you very little with 
my perfonal affairs :— ^who is the traitor, that at this 
moment minds any bufinefs but that of the nation ? 
It is true alfo, that I have written ftill more vigoroufly 
than you have afted ; and yet if you do not take care 
all you have done will be only a vain parade. Nei- 
ther have I received the letter from you which oui: 
friend Lanthenas fpeaks of. You fend me no news, 
and yet there muft be a great abundance. You bufy 

yourfelve« 
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yourfelves about a municipality, and you fufFer 
heads to efcape, which are about to conjure up new 
horrors* 

You are nothing but children ; your enthufiafm is 
a momentary blaze ^ and if the national aiTembly do 
not bring two illuftrious heads co a formal trial^.or if 
(bme generous Decius do not ftrike them o^ you*will 
all go to the devil together. 

If this letter do not reach you, let the bafe wretches 
who read it blufh, on learning that it is from a wo- 
man, and tremble on refleding that (he is able to 
make a hundred enthufialts, who will make millions 
more. 

Auguft 15^. 

IT is not to the citizen only that I addrefs myfelf 
to-day, but to the naturalift alfo. We do not give* up 
politics : they are at this moment too intereding ; 
nor fliould we deferve to live in a free country, if we 
grew indifferent to the public weal. But the days 
are long ; people of a lively imagination, and ardent 
minds, foon draw their concluiions ; letters and con- 
verfation can only fill up a part of our time, when 
we are not actors in the bufy fcene ourfelves j nor can 
we for ever feaft upon the fame dilh. Furs are then 
coming once more upon the carpet : they are intereft- 
ing on account of their immediate relation to a part of 
natural hiftory. There is no work indeed in which 

we 
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we cariniotj'in fdbie'fhapeoV other, introduce and Tet 
fdrtlithefigtrts dfju'ftlce, and^fhe true pnnciples of 
adminiftration. 

'Wt Sfrieflfudying wim niiich pleS/ftire tKe Mamma* 
iia oilRfxMeh^ Vrfd I^tifiik we^ may quote hiih wiA 
ifdiiRd^ie/} «re haVe, however, Veifnarked, tliathU 
ow^*;'qudtiLtions of lh6 cliffereiit worVs 6f Lmnius, 
feuffon, ibmareiittfifelf, arid a thoufiAd otTier a:uth6rs, 
are from editions ntore than twenty years old. 

FoR'thefe twenty years paft natural liiftoVy has liech 
very generally cultivated : it has mide a great pro^ 
grefs, and we fhould perhaps run a iifk of finding our- 
felvcs bebihdhand in feveral articles, if we were to 
place our principal dependence upon an authority of 
fiich ancreht date. 

We ihouli be glad to khdw tneh whether any able 

h^liitalift exirt in Europe, who has pUblifhed fince that 

I^erioa; and' whether yoii cnahce to be acquaiiit'ed 

ivitli any wort of later date, whicti is worth confulting, 

ind dfefef viiig of faith, fcbmniunicate to us what you 

tnbw iii that refpeft, and try to procure tis all the ia- 

forttilHbn ydii cah» Cid Erxleben pubiifti nothing 

but his Mammalia^ particiilatly Yihce he gave that work 

to the world ? And have hot fome or the learned mtn 

..... • . - * 
of Germany, or England, gone over the fame ground 

fince with eqiial iuccels ? 

As {boh as you have it in your power, we fhall ex- 
pe£l a iatisfactory ahtvver on that head, and in the 
lilean time will beg yoii to explain to us one of his 

VOL. II. 3 H paflages. 
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paifz^es : we comprehend the wordf;,,but a& \fre dp ndl 
underftand the fignificatiqii of the %ures,|r thj^ whole 
is loft upon us, .. - 

It is in page 42, Naturales hie fubeff^ or dines ge- 
nerum, I — 7; 9 — 11 ; 12 — 205 21—^4; 25— j.j j 
32 — 40; 41 — ^46; 4^ — 51; apparet^ w;qjie male 
conjungi crediderim, 7 and 8 } 1 1 and 12 ; !^o and 
21; 24 and 25^ 31 and 32; 40 and 41:^ 4^ ?f^ 

47- ,1 

Fiat lux.— That is your bufmefs. 

We embrace you lieartily* 

, Angiift i$. 

" YOU deferve a few friendly lines for you^ laft let- 
ter, which gave us great pleafure. I can e?ifily^ con- 
ceive how much you mull be occupied ; an4 idfilfordr. 
ingly I do not complain of your momentary filence, as 
of a fault which you commit, but as of a prlvatipn 
which I fuffer. Courage then ; continue to affemble : 
by dint of uniting for the common weal^ the fphere 
of good-will is extended, ideas are propagated, and 
the public fpirit is fixed upon a firmer footing. 

Our filly country towns are a hundred leagues be- 
hind you in all poflible refpeSs : vanity there is fo 
great, that each individual thinks he has grown Qoe 
half fmaller. Every one looks only to himfelf ; apd 
the confequence is, that the whole fee nothing but 
fools. I believe that the honeft Englifhman is in. the 

right, 
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right, and that we muft have a fmall touch of civil war 
before we are good for any thing. All thefe littfe 
quarrels, and iiifurredions of the people, feem to me 
inevitable ; nor do I think it poffible to rife to liberty, 
from the mkift of *cotruption, without ftrong convul- 
fk>ns. They arc the falutary crifis of a ferious dlf- 
eafe. We are in want of a terrible political fever to 
carry off our foul humours. Go on and pro(per then : 
let our rights be declared ;. let them be fubmitted to* 
our conflderation ^ and let the conftifiutionr come af- 
ter wards. ' 

We Ihall eoiae to blows :. I fully expert it : what- 
IS to be done? We mull arm ourfelves with courage. 
I will lay afide the fciences, and all the reft of it, ta 
talk and think of noUiiog but politics. At this mo* 
ment can any other intereft comein competition with 
our political concerns ? But it becomes us to keep^ 
ia our proper places, and not to rebel againft the in« 
fluence of thofe about us. 

Adieu ! — ^Health and friend/hip, in unity of heart,, 
as fellow-citizens. 

September 4. 

YOUR kind letter brought us very bad i;iews . We 
blaihed on hearing it, and' on reading the public 
papers.. They are going to patch us up a. bad confti- 
t'ujtion, ia like manner as they garUed our faulty and 
incolnplete declaration of rights* Shall I never then 

-. • fee 



fde afi.addrefs of. reclamatioa for the revifion. of .the 
turhole ? Every' day^ we fee addreflfes of adhdion, and. 
^other things of that fort, which befpeakour^ infancy, 
a^d confirm our ihame. It behoves you Pafifiam, to 
fet the exjtmple in every thii^ig ; let. a temperate, but. 
vigorous addrefs fhew to the afiembly tba[t you know 
your rights, that .you are detertniiifed to prefeftVethiein, 
that you aje rpady to defend' them, and that you i^fift 
upon their being acknowledged! Without. this bold ^ 
meafure, every thing will - be worfe . than- evet it -was. 
It is not at the Palais Royal it Ihould be ddfie-: tlie 
united diftrifts .ought to aft ; but if -they do not ihow 
themfelves fp inclined,' it fhould be done by kriy f<it of 
men^providcd they be in fufficierit number to, command ' 
refpeft, and to lead on .others by their example, 

I pREACH all -I can. Afurgeon, and a tillage eu- 
rate, have fubforibed for Briflbt^s journal,' wfeidi we 
have taught them torelifo; but. our little country 
towns are too corrupt, and our peafantry too ignorant. 
Villefranche overflow? with- ariji&crats^ people rifen 
from the duft, which they think they Ihake oflF^by af- 
fefling the prejudices of another order. ' 

You. wjjll b^ able to judge of the happy days I pafs, 
by figuring to yourfelf my brother-inJaw more prieft- 
ly, more defpotic, more fanatic, and more obflinate, 
than any priell you ever met with. The confequence 
is, that, thoughiwe have little mtercourfe{with one an- 
other, he contrfves to teafe us a good deal ; and I am 
well perfuaded, that, out of hatred to our princq>Ies, 
he will do us, perhaps, all the mifchief he is able. 

I DO 



hiM r. weU'know th»t4n'tbe^drcuinftwces m.>which:we'. 
are plu^^ed^ ifkan-- bctti/eft^ ipaii> b^free^'to* fallow, th^ 
toroh.of (o^y iU6 noj^tUl^bftsJighted it at th&facrcdt 
fire of thitfr of his counlxy^ Your rencotimer was. la^ 
tereftingvC|Kmgb'to<le&lriVien(ieatioa; ai^ l^telnvyMi 
iiAuch obl%^ t^ yoUi for^makiiig^iis. acquainted tvitb it ; 
b^t Lean l>ardtjr pardon you for being, igaonant x)f tlie • 
nameoftf(i*w9i;thy a-f:rfatui?erf 

I HA\w4bi^ ift(tant heard of' th]B proceedings of 
tb« kpig^ his-bvothiers^ and th^^<j\|iean,' with the at 
fe^mbly,' They- w^re- d^viliflily ftigjilened ! That is 
all that. ;thfi-ftep- tkey-hava tajkenvpr-oves^ but to be- 
lieve- in. the fiftcenty - of" theiF- promiiJ^f of leaving 
cveiJy thii^-td thac'body^ it- would beneceffary to 
f»rg€t-alh that- has paflfedv It would- hiave beea 
neGeffaTy.fay^be king .to begki- by difmifiiftg- all: the 
•foreign troops. ; 

We fhall be nearer the moft dreadful flavery . than- 
ever^' if wc fuifer ourfelvesto be blinded by -detufive 
confidence. 

Th€ French" are eafily,fe'dil<:ed^ by fair appear- 
ances^ on the part pfi their ^mafterey and- I ^make no 
doubt but one half of the aflembly wa*- moved at 
the fight of Antoinette recommending her fon. 
Mi^riAr^/-— A.,child Js;-of,g5eat confequence, to be 
fure ! It is the falvation of twenty millions of men 
that is at ft^kc. AU-will be'lGfi;4f -we-dd^ot-take 
care. 

Have 
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Have vre not reafon to be afraid of freezing, even 
in the remembrance of our friends, in fuch fevere 
weather ? Receive this billet then as a little faggot ta 
feed the facred fire, and watch over it faithfully, that it 
may not go out. 

As to us, good country folks, who have nothing 
but cheering friendfhip to divert our attention from 
the bitter blafts that afflid thefe regions, there is no 
fear of our neglefting its worfbip. Join us^then, a& 
far as intention goes, in our fincere prayers, and let 
us pay homage together to that amiable divinity, at 
the renewal of a year which adds to the date of our 
friendfhip* Are we to have no more erf" the chit-chat 
from you, that we ufed formerly to receive ? And 
does the Latin of Linnaeujs leave no room for the 
communications of ingenuous friendfhip ? Adieu i^t^^ 
If to this oremus yc^u anfwer amenj we tnay begin again; 
in the mean time receive the embraces of all our little 
family. 

JuDORA is taU, . with fix^ fair hair, which falls 
down her fhouldc^^ in naturalcurlsi very dark eye- 
laffies encircle her grey eyes ; and her little nofe, 
fomqwhat turned; up at the end, gives her already a 
rogfiifh lo(^. . 

• • ' CIos la Platiere, i^ ftfay 1790. 

A TRUCE for a mdment with your politics : let 
us return to natural biflory, to the ftudy of which 

the 
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the Gountry invites. But our ideas cbricerning it 
have beeli fo difturbed) that we are pifzzled to find' 
our w^.even with the help of Erxleben. 

IFoR inftance, I think I have farmed a jufl: concep- 
tion of Linnseus's divisions, of which the claffes are 
the fiiAg th^ orders J fubdivifions of clalfes;" the^^«^- 
rtf!^ vfobcfivifions of orders; the ^^t:/>j, fubdivifions 
of generai; and the i^arietiesj fubdivifioas of fpecies. 
It appeai^s to me that Erxleben ranges his divifions in 
the famt way: however, when I look for examples, I 
think I /perceive contradiftions* His Mammalia con- 
hft oft( only one elafs, in which he has included 
5x otderi. The firft of thofe orders, homo, has only 
varielies'; but in the fourth order, cerefptthecus ylcon^ 
iidfft as< genera iht hamadryas^ the veter^ the/enex^ the ' 
veiuiuHf^theJilenus^thefaunus^ &c. How happens it !^' 
th^nidsiaft hefays, rftett^e fynonimy of yJit^/zari, barba* \ 
tus^' eatida apice Jioccofa species dbfcura adeoque 
dubia? '' 

This wsltd/peeiei deranges all my ideasi anc^ 1 
can. .no longer underftand the author's arrange- 
ment.' 

I SHOULD like to find in his Mammalia an example 

to juftify his ftatement of the fubdivifions: I ihould 

wilh to find in one of the 51 orders a genus having 
both^^aVj an)d varieties belonging to it, or to know 

why the denomination fpecies is applied to a divifion 

which I had reafon to confider as a genus. 

Give me the clue of this labyrinth, in which I 

am loft, and out of which I can no longer find my 

way. • The 
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Th-e weather 'is delightful ; atfd in fix days the 
country has undergone a 'total chatige: 'the vines and 
the walnut-trees were as bladk ^s'lh the dead of winter. 
—The touch bf a nec^rotnancfer^s wand does not change 
threappearrancectf things more fuddenly, than thegeriial 
heat of a few fine days has done: every thin^ is ver- 
datnt, and inicaf; and wfe can how *find a pleafaiit 
fliade, wheire before nothing ^icifted but the gloomy 
alpcft of teapot and ihaSron. 

Icoui-D eafriyin this plaC6 Forget ptiblic afefrs, 
and the difptites of rtiahkind : contented with the 
range of the trianof, with feeing my hens hatch their 
young, and with tending rhy rabbits, I ho longer think 
of the revolutions of ehipires. But, as fdoii as I am 
in town, the mifery of thfe peopTle, and the infolehce 
of the rich, e»cite my hatred of injuftice ahd oppreffi- 
oti ; and I no longer alk ahy thing of heaven, but the 
triumph pF truth, and thfe fuccefs of our -regeneration. 

Our peafantry are very much cfifcpntented with 
the decree concerhihg feucfal rights : they look upon 
the rate of redemption Tor fihes and qurt-rehts as ex- 
ceedingly burdenfome j and will neither redeem nor 
pay. We muft have a reform, or we Ihall have more 
chateatijc burnt. The mifchief perhaps would not be 
fo great, were it not to be feared that the enemies 
of the revolution would take advantage of this 
difcontent, to diminifli the confidence of the people 
in the national aflembly, and to excite fome diforder, 

which 
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which they long for as. a triumph, and as a mean of 
recovering their loft ground. 

Preparations are making ^t Lyons for a camp : 
fend us then brave fellows to make ariftocf acy tremble 
in its den. It had been made a queftion, whether 
women (hould be allowed to approSich the camp ; ap- 
parently thofe who railed the doubt had fome treachery 
in contemplation ; but the idea was too ofFenfive, and 
did not take. 

Adieu !— Send us a little chit-chat for once and 
away, 

Clos la Plauere^ Monday, Sept. 27. 

IT was only by Saturday's poft that we received 
your letter of the twentieth, becatifeit did not reach 
Lyons till after our departure frorti that place. We 
had been lorigittg for accounts from you for fome time, 
aiid we welcomed them joyfully ;* but your obfervations 
concerning publJc affairs afflift us the more, becaufe 
they are perfeftly ct)nfdnant with what we hear from 
olhier quarters. It is not, however, from the public 
papers that you think you ought to procure us inform- 
ation : libt; one' of them is calculated to give an idea 
,of the bad ftate of public affairs ; and that very thing 
ferVes to" render it more complete. This is the mo- 
mint in \^hich patridtic writers ought to denounce by 
n^tne thofe corrupt members who, by their hypocriiy 
and jtheir maiittafYresi deceive the hope, suid betray 

' viQU i\ 31 the 
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tjie intcreft of.thfeir conftjtuents. , They ought to 
puWifli without referve what you lay of tne'Gtenera!. 
What purppfe does the libitrty of the prc/s anfwer, if 
thp remedies which it affords againft the evils that 
threaten us be not made ufe of? Briflbt feenis to be 
?ifleep J Louftallot, is dead ; and we have lamented t\ie 
lofe of him with itiany tears : i)e{tnoulins will' have 
occafipn to refume his employment of procuratbr-ge- 
njeral of the lantern. But what is became of the ener- 
gy of the people ? Necker is f<?t off without tliroWfag 
any light upon theabyfs of the finances, anii^nbfcody 
thinks of exploring the labyrinth he has abanildn^d: 
why do you not remonftrate againfl thebai^^he^ of 
that commitcee which dares to defend d* Artois* debts ? 
—The dorm is howling ; the knaves throw afide the 
n>?i;(k J tl;i.qbad fi^e triumphs, »xd the people .^fprget 
. that , infujrre^ion, is the ;moft . facred duty "wn^n 'our 
country,. is iQ. cjanger ! O Parlfians ! how much do 

' you fUU refemWe thatfckle people whofe effervefcence 
W5^s falfely, ftij^d enthufiaftn! Lyons, is. ful^vjgated. 
T.^be.Gjernvifis ?nd Swifs doipineer in thai^'place by 

' means, of jheir bayonets employed in the f^rvice'bfa 
Ue^ijcherqus myjiicipaUty^ ;whi(A in league* wth fte 
. ,mmift^r3r wd other bad citizens. $00^ 'we ""fiftLll 
.J>jiye np^hing \^% 19 do but to weep Qvej: Ubertty,if we 
do not die for. hf r, Wc; dare no longer fpeak, fay jou : 
l>e.it io I we mull //^w«^^r^ then, join ypurfelf to 

^ fucU hpn^ft raea a^ you can find ; complain j reiloii ; 
%t<<upan outcry } wake the people from ijheir l^ar- 



gy ; ; Ihew them the dangers by which they ^t& VhreaU- 
ened, and try td giVe'tiew courage' to the fmaH iliife' 

ber of members who poflefs ari^f miderffaiiclJiigv and 

■ * . i <- ' *'. ^ ' , , i\. . .... ' « 

.iiyhq -would fijah "tecov^ ' their" afcendancy, if the- 

voige of the people were raifed in their ftippcrrr. "^ '* 

I HAVE not th6 heart to entertain yoii widi'an 

account of the life we lead, and of our rural'excur- 

fions. The republic is neither happy ndr aflured; 

^apdouT felicity ia. ^difturbed by it. Our friends are 
cndeavQuring to make profelytes with a zeal which 
would be attended with fuccefs, if they could pre^h 

, for any length of time in the fame place. 
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' Gl^ti decreepaflTed de'cTdratory of tffeVay in wflich 
minifters 'ate to be madfe refponfible ; giet a' bi^idle 'put 
in the jcnouth of the executive pbwer ; arid haften* 
the organization of the national guards. A hundred 
thoiifand'Auftrians are ifflembKhg on'yoiir fifontfef's ; 
the B?abahters are conquered; the kingdym'ftf dralAed 
of its (pecie, without any oilers iitqaifitig hour ; Wc 
p^y theprinces and fdgitives, t^ho'^i^Uh but oWiiino- 
ney manufaaurearms tb fiibdue us.-^i^eitth' and'He- 
'ftruaion { What fighiRfei youfbwri^Piitfjyiy ?'Why,' 
you cannot fee to ih€j end of yourlibft^l tit telPe you 
wjint^ vigour to make your affemMy get on ! It*>^a» 
not our reprefentatives who brought *!)fo\it'thii Vev^olu- 
tion -.take away a dozeft'oi' fo, itrfd-'iSfe ¥eff wiS'be- 

^ neath. 



ixeath it~lt ym^ the public c^tfipn^ ti^ !W» ^ifi^fJ^ 
vAxo are always in the rights wh^e^ di^ ppimc^ 
perly direded. It is Paris that is the%at oi.^^pp^n 
nion. Finifli then your wp^k^ 9Jr j^ag^flk tcbifcf. it 
watered with your blood. ^ .i- :r. -i - 

I ApiEu !— Your feUow-citi2*ex\ and &ie^;ifv.|is 
and ia death. : . i . . .. ino 

29 January, k^^^^.' 

I WEEP for the bbod that has ,becn fpilt ; .if^is.inv, 
poffible to be too fparing of that of our - fello^tfu^rc^ 
tures ! But I am very glad that there are dangexs. . i 
do not fee any thing elfe capable of goading you on. 
The fermentation prevails throughout France, . it 
fluduates along with external meafures ; the pii]^* 
force is not organized ; apd Parts, hasnqt yetii^^i^t«f 
ly influenced the affembly to oblige it to do every^uag. 
it ought ! ^ . ..!.;..: , 

I EXPECT vigorous refolutious from yojuy fe^tio^^ 
if they deceive my expe£i:ation, I fhall think^ n[\3(f?U^ 
doomed to weep over the ruins of Carthage, a^d 
though continuing. tp preach liberty^ I fhall defpair of 
feeing iti eftabUfiied iamy unfortunate country. Lay 
afide your natuf al hifh^, ai^d^evqry ot^f^f jciepce^ ex- 
cept that of bepoming a man^ .wd .difff^fing public 
fpirit. , . 

I HAv^ hc^rd Lanthpna? lay, th,at members,^, th^ 
afTembly went to ftudjr bptany ii^fjie par/l^oi^^lants.: . 

good 
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th&Xii^& ! A?d thofe' wofthy cUizen^, yho fe€ witli 
pak)t4rru{^io9 f^oundirig th^m, do i^fjUe i|p wieHj 
€Mrgy td op^pfe it« progrefs ! do ppt follow it thfo^gli 
all kf T^imifications ! do not call upoa pjiibKc pfMniga 
to lii)|>^e torrent [ Is tkis the way in which they ih&w 
their courage i U this the way in which they do th^ 
duty? 

W^^ic dg ypu npt pnt them m mmct^ it? If I 
perceived the fmallaft intrigue directed ^^ainft^lh^ weir 
fare of my country, 1 wq^ld l^f n to <JeaoHP<;e iti^tfi 
all'tlie w&jrid. 

The wife fhjut their eyes againft: the faults or %h/9 
fpibks of a private mdiv^ual ;. bi}t the citizen. oi^htt 
ijot^tcfetgivehis own father, wheji thi? piibtic yai^dlijtk 
atftake. ^. 

It i* eafy to fee that thefe gao4 qtufet n^nd^l ©Oil 
admire Brtitus, till the reyolutipi^ h<^dbjr(>u^itt him 
into faibioii. 

B^STik' yourfelves, and may we hear at one andlhc^ 
fame time of your efforts^ apd of your lixcceft^ . 

. Lyoti8„rfiiW»aTy7i ' - 

I AM tbld'that youare'pfeymg the Rodomnt^^ ^4^ 
tl.:;t you write fitlc things' to puff off the Parifians and 
y-urfelf, but that no effefts follow* It is certain that 
the dfmaihe&taf which you get decreed are highly ri- 
dicufoti9, i^hiie oUr iia^at guards remain every 

where 
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^hcTC unorganized, uriexercifed, and without ar^nis^ 
It is very fine, to be fure^to reckon twenty-^ve^mjlions 
of men, among Whom there are not three ^hundred 
fhoufand in a ftate of defence v* and in the. m^aiij^me 
the enemy's frontiers are covered with arm^d inm ; 
^Odthe great defpot^, the petty princes, the fugitives^ 
aind tb« difcontented of the interior, are pr^p?trii)g for 
us, in concert, the moft bloody fcenes. Ke^kd/lhe 
jjrinted addrefs that you will find inclofe.d^.aiji^ .you 
will fee that this is not a time for boaftipg, bttt far>,fhew- 
ing durfelYcs by our good works. 

You may fay what you pleafe j but as long as I fee 
your tyrannical, ignorant, or corrupt committees 
propofing trifling decrees, amufing themfelves with 
Snatters foreign to the conftitution, or fetting up 
nothing but fcarecrows, I fliall affert, that the Pari- 
fians are not fo brave as they appeared to be, or 
that they* haVe loft all their elevernefs. 'ShevJ'''your- 
felves men, or I will tell you the fame thing to your 
face. 

Adibu !— I ftmll write to you to-morrow concern- 
ing our lodgings. In the mean time we embrace you 
in return for your kind cxpreflions, and I take my 
kave of you in ordfer to. pack up. . In lefs than a. week 
we ftiall1>e with you% 



.^ Madam 
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Madam Roland wrote me by almoji every po/i from. 
the beginning of the revolution^ letters as replete "vuith pa^ 
triotifpi as the above ; but I only kept thofe which it wai 
not worth while to circulate. Whether they werejnfendei 
ybr m^or^^'Lanthenas\ I fe'nt them to the tatter^ vohd 
uf4d to communicate them to BriJJht^ and other perfons*; 
and th^y never came into my pojfejjion again. Marif 
of ihertiferved to make articles in the diffefeut journals^ 
parttcmdr-ly^ the Patriot e Franfois^ and were remarkd^ 
ble for their energy y and for the jufi refleSlidnsthey ho^* 
t/zined. 
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